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Thralzed by being acquainted with the information
'ven to congrefs, and that I made the purchate to
g:neﬁt myfelt, by saifing the price, on the pubiic.
There never was an interence more falte and un-
juit. My advice to purckate four and wheat did
not flow fromn any motive injurious to the public,
cr to benefit myfelt by its waats, or from any
knowledge acquiied : s a member of congrels, but
from falts publicly known to every meichantin
America. 1wulouly relse the facts and the rea.
fors tor the purchafe. In thebegiining of July
31778, it was well known in Philacelphia and Balti.
more, that not only flour, but wheat, was high in
Beiton, frem thefe circumitances, that the Mafla-
chutetts state very felilom rai.es more grain ttan
fceds her own inhabitants ; the utual fupply from
New-York was applied to the tupport of our army ;
and the guantity necetfary tor the convention troops
was very cenfiderable ®. *In tiie latter end of July
ths price of ficer at Beiten was 3o dedars per bai’
rsl, 2nd wheat g dollars per bufhel, and on the 1&
cf Seprember fcur was 4o dclars per barrel, It
was notericus that count d'kftaing, during the
time he loy o the Heek (from the zoth to the 23it
cf july) teck many prizes, and being fuperior to
t2a Zees, it was expected that his ciuilers
2icet with egual {uccefs o Rhode iflana.
» four or Ave days atter the arrival of count
ng, 1 propofed to fend a vetlel with bread,
Jour, anc other provifions, and vegetabies, to his
fieet, then ¢ the Heok; and on the 4th of Avguit
1 prepeted to Mr. Dorfey to buy a quantity of four
to {cnd to count ¢'Eftaing to exchange for prizes,
and to ferd an agernt to the count at Rhode-Ifland
to buy of him prizes and their cargoes, payable in
four, bread, or tobacco. ‘1 his {cheme was not of
my iaventicn; not only private perions, but con-
grefs, withed to purchaje prizes cf the count, as
appears by their refoive of the 1gth of Auguft, and
the propofal to pay in flour was advantageous to

this ftate, and molt acceptable to the count, whofe-

ficet would require two thirds as much flour as the
Americar army.  About the middle ot Auguft it
was the gensral expectation, that the embargo
wou.d be taken of, and it was univerial y believed
that 4 convoy would be otainzd 1ous cur bay to
Rhede- it nd and Botton immediaicly af er the
refuive of congrefs of thi 2d ot deptemier, to per-
mit r.e expert ot dour or wheat to the eajtein
ftates, in veiiz s recommended ty the executive of
eicher of thote ftates. 1 wrote to nofton to obtain a
recommendation from the coundil of the Miafluchu.
fetis-zay and tor this purpote I advifed Mr, Dor-
{ey to purchale flour, and nat, as aflerted, becaufe
corgrels hat direted a quantity to te bougit :in
Pennly vania, Delaware, Maryland, :nd Virginia.
Tkhe agents fer, and the perfons recommended Y,
e exitern fiates, began to purchafe eirlyin e .
tember, and it feems frange to me that ftrangers
couid purchale and export, and that it fould be
criminal in a rative, Is it now thought crimin |
to buy flour to fend to the French flzet? Mr. Car-
yoil may cbjeét, that my veracity and honour is not
fufficient evidence. That the purchafe was pro-
poled in July, and on the 4th of August, and for
the purpofe of exporting to the Frencr flect, and
to Bolton, as | have ftated, can be proved by orj.
gnai letters, and copies of writings (the briginals of
wkich are in peffeffion of two gentlemen of the firt
charalter in America) and open to the perufal of
any gentleman, and by my friend Mr. Paca, to
whom 1 communicated every particular,

As to the fecond fadt, that by my intrigues I
protraéted the determination of the committee on
colone! Wadfworth's propofals £ procure futpiics, to
giv= time to my agents to complete their purchafss,
I can only fay, that of all the moft infamous lies
circul ted fince the creation, it is the molit bafe,
and voud of any the leatt foundation. 1 conceive
‘this charge relates to the report of the commuttee
to whom colonel Wadiwor:h's letter of the 6th of
September was referred cn the 14th, and who m.de
their report on the 2d of Oéteber. 1 do folemn!y
declare that | never had any thing to fay to the
bufinefy, and to the beft cof my memory | never

seferred to them. I can with confidence apreai to
the committee, whether I in any manner -delayed
their determiration. I voted for their report; and
the motive affigned to give time to my agents to
purchafe was unneceflary, as time fufficient had
elapfed from 'the 4th of Auguft to the 2d of Oc-
tober, and no refolution of congrefs could pre-
vent any puckale, which only could be done by
the legiflature,

As to the third fad, that I divulged to Mr.
Dorfey a refolution of congrefs, which I was bound
in honour, and by the duty of my ftation, to keep
Jreret. 1 with Mr, Carroli had explicitly pointed
out the refolution he meant. It remains uncertain-
whetker he means the refolve of the 24th of Au.
gult, direting a purchale of flour; or the refolve
of the ad of September, permitting the exportation
of flour to the eaftern ftates. Mr. Marchant com.
Plained that the firft had been divulged; Mr, Lau-
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rens the latter. ‘The charge in either cafe is
falfe, anc the circumbtances ailuded to byMr. Carroll
milunderitood, or miircprefented. When any re.
{vlution pafl:s congrefs, wnich is intended to be fe-
¢éret, the opinion ot congrefs is taken, and it deter-
mmed to be kept fecret, it 1s o noted by the fe-
cretary in the inurgin of the journal oppofite the
reicive. 1do ot rzcolle®, or believe, that either
of the above 1efu ves were ordered to be kept fe-
cret.” A fur ac, can trult my memory, no fuch
o:cer pafieu. I thould not Liave contented to it in
cither cafe, becauie our farmers, from the begin-
ning of the war, hau old thewr wheat at a very .ow
pricz, and becaute the priviege of traniporting
four cr wheat to tue eaftzov fates ought to have
been extendss to the citizzns of this (tate. It no
injunction to fecrecy was impoleuy, the lufpicion and
char.e is idic ; and it it was a fecret, 1 never di-
Vuiged it to any ons; to my partner it was unne-
cefiary, as long oefore cither re:olve, we had de-
termined to purchale. The de Jaration of Mr.
hiarchant, my nlence, and the (tory about Mr,
Wililum Sinith, are ftated as circumilantial evi-
dence, that | did difclo e toine fecret ot congreis,
1 wiil relate the taét truly, by which the miunder-
ttanuing, or the mitreprefentation, will be 1ead ly
difcevered. On the mMorriag ot the r1th of Sep.
tember, on my going te congrefs, I found feveral
of the members in converfation refpedting coionel
Wadiworth's letter of the 6:h, trom saltimore, in
wkich he mentioned, that the mills in the neigh-
bourhood bad been e¢ngaged Ly fom. merchants,
and that his orders to purchaie a quantity of flour
was known, betore he got down. I remember paiti-
cularly, that the (ecretary ot conyprefs was preient ;
but I do nct rec dleét that any man fp.ke of the
reiviution as  ficres, but of tie nnprudence of
making it puslic, 1 weil 1emember, that | faid
that 1 ¢id not know w ctuer i had wrote on
the fuljet to any one, tutif | had, that it woes to
colonci Lioyd, onc ot tire couTily and as 1 h d
tha moising recsived a ettt nom him com-
Peant g ofy wiw nui o ud d owith Me Williain
FHUEL 01 0 ning an 0 wilg in public, a lctter
trom e to hiw, | iwd 1t was rooaoie, that i [
huay mentt ned © e 1iioive to cowel s loyd, that it
had becouwe pu ht nem toat cucumitance. |
fhewe « coloner —10yd's ietter, tut | never faid, or
mfinuated, any thn, agaut the character ct Mir.,
tmuth, nor was 1 oftended w.th inm, becaute, tro:n
tiie confidentiai intimacy which had long rubfitted
between us, | had frequentiy endos fed my it 1s,
to Anrapoits, to be opered by him, Ou my re-
tnrn home, 1 apphied to colunel ¢ ioyd, and on pe-
rufing my letter, I tound not a word In it relative
to tie intended purchafe ot flenr, Mir. umith,
trom tha miconception of fome perfons, was of.
tend o withune, ana when he called on me, 1 ex-
piained the matter, as | have now relited. I
thaii only obferve, .hat nothing but folly in the
cxireme, as weild as the height of injutice, couid
hive 1.duced me to charg: Mr. smi:h with the
mein ccndu@ of opening my letter, a matter
10 caly of dctection.  But ¢ f was filent when
Mr. Ldarchant mentioned in congrefs that the
Jecret hai been betiayed by the delegates of
Marylind.,” 1 do not remember fuch affertion.
What fe:l from Mr, Niarcient was after con refs
met, and I cannot believe: he {pok  of divulging a
treret, when there was none. [ recolleét Mr. Pla-
ter and Mr. Forbes declared, that they had not
_mentioned the order for the p rchafe; Mr. Henry
and myfelf wers prefent, and [ faid nothing, be.
caufe I was doubtful wisether I had not mentioned
the matter in my letter to colonel Lloyd, and be-
caule there was no obligation to fecrecy. If con-
gress h.d entertained the leatt sulpicion ot my be-
1ng capable 0. betraying their feciets, can it be ac-
counted foi, that they afterwards appointed me to
conter with the miniter of rance, un a matter of
vety sreat conlequence, and ot the utioft privacy.
Lhe lait circumftance uiged by Mr, Carroll is,
that | remained three years under the imputation ot
a bicach of my pubiic tiut, and that my fiten.e
for that fpate ot time is a tufficient confirmation

four votes (one of which only was of th,
were againft my difmiffion, 1 was difcarde
a heaning, though requeted in a public
In the fuflt weck of December I went ¢
phis, and on the 12th a committee of bop
reported the inftrutions, which containe
ations highly injurious to my coniug
nour as a delegate to coengrefs, und wiich wedlly cmbark for North-Ame
'rejcﬂc..: by the noute of delegates., On my "ﬁ bz the 2gth,
in Philadelphis, the New-York Journals, of 4y Extrafl of a letter fr
16th of N vember and the pieceding week, | « At half paft eleven o
put into my hunds; th= firtt letter | n il declared free. To
the fecond | have wiflaii; on tie goth Lttt mi'l-cvcry coun'tenance'
Mr. Holt the printer, ¢ it th= publicatio, way ”w;l' defcription, We
{;lcfca altll.l .mah&wr:du.bcl, requetting the nyp. o iration this evening. O
pehos and pledging iny veracity e works on this occafion
to the public, that every tact alieged, - more." |
or exccpnonabtﬁ, was either wholly falfe, o g;0; ll;'ii row certain that
milrepretented.” in Juiy 1779 [ was chofen, oB A nation is for the cape
legate for the city o1 Annaspolss, and gyrer i, g
tion | publicly addiefled a confiderabie Number WGl o
the citizens, and uted tq, them alj the repast; o B Sgurday morning laft th
faéts alieged Ly NIr. Carroll (with many modlbe® juft at the entrance o
which hau circuiated) and expliined them t;; inglith frigate faid to
people in tiie iame wanner as [ have now Jo. k:2« and 10 caronades,
At var ous times in the houfe of deicgates [ 1, JUE c:ch frigate Magicienn
of the flanders, and ch.llenged any one to ippe.; :xd from Pifcataqua, «
fuppert them, ten after near an hour's
Mr. Carroil afferts, that the purchafe of whe fl1 00liged to ftrike to fupe
and flour by my partners was the caufe of the ;¢ kilied on board cites
of the prices of thofe articles. In Auguit 1y, ard. The Briton was e
the price ot wicat was ten thiliings ; the Ceprec: @< tops of houfes in town,
tion in that month, and september and ORgh, p-maft, and to be other
was fou for one.  No man is more Capable, or ¢ altrea and Sagetarie fr
quicker difce. n between the nzminal, and the r-@ttem; and we hope in c
Price of any article, than ‘Mr. Carroll, Tpe prigiliosct of their being overt
ot ten fhiliigs continental, was only tw, thil!in @< port, as both the Bri
and fix.pence reai money ; twelve and fix.ne, ¢ much fhattered, the
thiee and a penny halfpznny; fifteen thiliin Jlcrday at 4 o'clock P, M.
;}l:_n Tc and wn}x:-pen}.c; and twonty fhillings, <@l Yeierday arrived the mall
uhings, 1t other cauics combines wsh 1a
d:pre..glation to raife the piice of whear 3904 ﬁ'lj i E L A %
About the middie of Aujuit 1t wys difcove, il 02 Friday morning lag,
that the fly hud gicatly injuied the wh.-; on ik, three of the cneiny
c.ftern, i on t e lower parts of the wettern ¢, JilF:y and two armed floo,
Tue ftorm in the veginning or september orofilpnn, #nd landed 150 me
down, or grealy dauged, al \ie i nejiipe ceniinels and guard, 11 |
Baltimore, and 4l over the ftate, Tie grd houfes, where “they
loods of run in the tume mont damag.d (JFecen, that not the leait
wheat n ftacks, and ruiced the crop. of coills the invafion geneiaily
With what cun our can the iie in the price - iugh compaét) tiil near i
tributed to my l’“’;il."““ Ot 7000 bufhels of whe: clncmyswere ;:.oll_eﬁhni &
an.! 400 barte.s v four? wicer,  Some families kn:
Mr. Carroll affeits, that he gave credit to the Al PoF miffed their cows
poris, circulated in 1778, and therefore advid JIF= The alarm was not |
inftructions I canuot crecit this affertion, * to afford any affiftance,
Cariol either did not belicve the ttories (jrcylsrdiBrd theic defigns, and got
or he is guilty 0: an untruth, on my rergl®T 00k Off tour of the i
f om Philadeiphia, at Chriftmas 1778, the 1aten " and about 30 head of
inftruttions were put into my hands, i hough 4l 1 the afternoon of the (4
mind giowe . with refentment ag init thofe nebdlKE Were beating to weltw
ot tie aflembly who had treated me with fo m il 2 league from the fhor,
injuttice, I was filent, and would nor gratify gaiP» and having no way a.l
enemies fo fir as even to complain, I prepareqili® betled her down, and t
publication refpeéting Nir. Carroll’s condfugt, gl 'iddenly funk, by which
was informed, that hc being acquainted with it, lF:"¢rs were unfortunately
lemnly declared, that he did not intend or aim (I Painter, aged about go,
inftructions at me, und therefore I 1iid it agije, ¢ Smith and Johniten
I fear I have tived the patien.e of my reddfil<t be only 6 or 7 ; theo
and theretore refer remarking on other parts of NJlIF? coming immediately to
Carroll’s addre:s, to the next week, {18 faid to have had on b,
SAMUEL CHA sERE being to leeward, w
Annapolis, Sept. 24 1781. i

4, commander in chief
d withoJllveiels employed on tpe
mang ada commxﬂioq for Sir |
Phulagflln; pardons to his majetty
h hogeJll We are informed, that
d infa Jlliccecd Sir Peter Parker
and prince William Henry
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Ttzee of the prifoners are
s Kimberly, capt. Catlin
0, on acconnt of his a
ged, the two others are or
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8 of a letter from an cfice
teed Neaw- London, Friday, g
81,

*Yefterday morning-at 10
e that the enemy were lan
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C APTAIN Wil iams, of his majeity’s frig
Flora, fent an exprefs this morning to th:
mualty, with an account of his be ng arrive
Porifinouth with the thip under his command.
further intorms the lords of the aduniralty, that
ing on a cruife the aoth inftant, with his majef
fhip Crefcent of 28 guns, captain Hope, they
in with two Dutch irigates;, of nearly the 1
force,. which they engaged very cloie tort
quarters ot an hour  when the—Floras ertsg

PAT T was gurty. T am amazed Mr, Carvoll fhould
afiert a roct 10 contradittory to the truth, and a-
gainlt his own knowleige ot the fa&t. On ny re.
turn fiom congrels (Oétober g, 1778) 1 was in-

crmed of many tepoits injuricus to my charaéter.
On the 12th of Novemuer, thie day before the choice
of de.egates to congrets, 1-was called, with my col-
leagues, Mi-fiieurs stone, Flater, and Carroll my
acculer, before the houle ot delegates, to give them
an account of toe ftate of public affairs in Europe
and America. [ took the opportunity to exprefs
my hearty approbation of fuch enquiry, and my
defire that the houfe could be informed of the con-
duét of their Ceiegates, that they migiit know their
merit or demerit ; that reports had been propagated
to the injury of my charaéter, and that I was ready
and defirous to give every information in my power,
and to anfwer axy queflions, any member thould pro-
pofe. The houfe .were filent, and no quettions
were afked, I then propefed to attend again, that.
gentlemen might prepare their queftions. On the
next day the ballots were taken to determine who
thould be left out of ¢ongrefs, and though twenty.

Btunder my command to 1
for its detence. I arrived
o afford any great affiftanc
» as they landed at 6 o
before I received advic
before the regiment coul:
were embarking.

'The enemy were under :
ous general Arnold, and
ed of from 1500 to'100
U the greateft part of the t
ind Groton, near the wate
" Trumbull evacuated the fo
‘anwold, wier& colonel L
‘efence, repulfed the enemy
't laft was obliged to furrer
or force, The enemy, aft
{furrendered, murdered him
T they left 73 of our men
40 wounded in the fort
Ut 4o prifoners, among v
Sezer Ledyird, Efq; They
tten °¢lock im the evening

ttruck to her; but they had the chagrin to [ze,
at the fame time, the Crefcent ftr ke her colou
the other Dutchi thip, her mafts having jut b
fel.. Captain W lliams, having fecurcd bis p
followed and retook the Crefcent; her antaga
then making off. 1 he next o large F:c
frigates mc% them, n'é'v?g“g xtf;ion or fui
refitance, but a hopelefs one, “who retook
Dutch fhip, and were in cinafe of the Crefcent
they parted company.- Captiin Hope iad 3
his men killed, and abeve 6o wounded, fom
them dangeroufly. The Flora is a good deal
maged, both in hull and rigging.

Advices were received from Peterfburg on
day evening, by which we learn, tbat adm
Grieg had taken the command of a fquadron o
fail of the line, and hoiited his flag on board
Jezekil of 74 guns, and will fail in a very f
time, .The advices add, thatthough his del}
tion remains to the public a fecret, it is genes
thought to be for England.

Tue(day a commiflion paffed the great feal,
poianting {(obcrt Digby, Elq; rear-admiral o




