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To SAMUEL CHASE, Efquire,

‘gﬂﬂls addrefs is extorted by a publi-
cation in the Maryland gazette of the
T 2: a1ft of [at month, under the fignature
|
X% 3 be the authar. As the dranghijman of
i ist-slions aluded to in that publication is well
gown to feveral perfons in this ftate, and as you
hre charged him with being guilty of the ¢ xa.
errns and perfidions condyB of a feife friend,” he
perot {ubmit ta the imputation, and therefore
s bimf(elf obliged to lay before an impartial
‘ic the motive and accafion of thofe offenfive in-
lhdtions.  Before 1 enter on this fubje&, it is pro-
% to premife, thac I never knew, till I read
it Cenfor, that the draugbyman had been c:.lled
en by you to fapport the truth of the faéts, which
hire birth to the inftru&ions. I thould not have
hought it neceffary, had I been called upon when
be franfaétion was receat, nor do I think it sow
cambent upon me, to prove the faéts, with which
w were charged b{ common repert.  Certain it is
pt a very general clamour had been raifed againgt
%, which was no fecret to you, er your friends;
sl few were ignorant of the eccafion, Why was
@ the appeal ¢5¢x made to the public, when the
gumftances, which gave colour to the report fo
yrious to your character, were recent and known
cany? Why have you delayed the appeal thus
gt A man of mice feelings and bencur would not
in aday under the imputation of a éreach of
§, were it in his power to convince the public of
peinjultice of the charge. Perhaps you may urge,
you did not know the authors of the injurious
gort; probably you did not; nor do I krow
eauthor, or authors : but was it neceffary to know
m, to clear up your charaller, and refute the
mny. The report, with all its attendant cir-
dances, . was well known to you: the know-
ot the mwtbors.of it was not thes more necef-
iy, than 'seww; for even s you do not know
es. Burely the appeal to the public sew made,
ad the: challenge thrown out (not boldly, as be-
m¢s innocence, -in your own, but under a A&i-
s name) would have beem made with much
ter propriety at ¢baf time, than' at prefent, I
not fingular in this opinion. Mr. Holt, the
pater of the New.York journal informed you by
s publifhed in his paper of the asth of January
in anfwer to one he had received from you,
st he could not agree with you in opinion,
& the name of the author of the pieces figned
hhlius (A) was at all neceflary to your vindica-

(A) The autbor of three letters addreffed to Samusl
[et, Efq; axd printed in the New-York Feurnal,
dibed by Mr. Holt at Poughkeepfie. The Jolliwing
g0 is taken from the facond latter 1 ¢ When yoi re.
td19 avail yourfelf of the extrasrdinary demand for
ry wkich the avants of tke Fremch fieer mufl pro-
t, and awbich your official fituation early impreffed
Jusr attention—1to foerm conmeSions for moncpolifing

& article, and raifing tb:!riu upen ¥y pubiic more
2 a Lundred parcento—adben by gr Yatrigues axd
iud delays yox prefraBled the determination of the
wxittee of congrefs om 1be propofals made by Mr.
Widworth, commiffary-general for precuring the ne-
tfery fupplies for the public sfs—to give your agents
[3 1o complete their purcbafes—I fay,” awben you
¢ doing all 1bis, and exgaging in a trafic infamous
ufelf, TeENgDEnt g jour-flation, and ruipeus 1o yeur

ot Cesfor, of which I prefume you to-
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tion, which might as well be effefted without, as
with it.  Tbe charge (continues Mr. Holt) is plainly
exprofed, and if Mr. Chafe prowes it to be grosadlfs
axd usjafi, bis charaBer aull be perfe8ly cleared awith.
out bis being acquainted with the mame of bis accufer,

Mr. Holt's obfervation is pointedly jut; and if
you were really innocent, and c uid then have
cleared up your charalter fatisfadtorily. you were
much to blame in not following his advice, but fuf.
fering yourfelf to remain three years under the im-
putation, which your very filence confirmed.

This by way of digrefio. 3 1 return to the in-
ftru&ions, ]

When the afembly met at Annapolis in O&ober
3778, OR my repairing thither from the country,
I'found feveral gentlemen warm in their complaints
againft you, as well as upon fume cther points, in
which, they conceived this ftate had been materially
wronged. [ obferved, that punlic perfons fhouid
exprefs their opiniens publicly, and not wafte time
in fruitlefs and obfcure compldints; that if they
fufpeted any pra&ices were carried on injurious to.
the flates in general, or to this in parti.ular, by
any man, or body of men, they ought to prevent,
if poffible, the future commiffion of fu.h praétices,
by inftruions to their dclegates. in congrels, and
b‘y thus expofing their grievances, o tain redrefs,
it obtainab.e. ‘I'his obfervation occafioned the p-
pointment of a committee in the fenate to draw up
inftructions; 1 was cholen of the number, and de
fired to draw them, in compliance with my duty,
as a public man, I drew a fet of inftru&ions con-
formable to the ideas, which had been thrown out
in the courfe of converfation ; they were fubmitted
to the confideration and correétion of a joint com-
mittee of both houfes ; and, after fome alterations,
were reported to the houfe of dele ates. ' he in-
ftrudtions reported, were as much the a& of the
awbole committes, who approved them, as of the per-
fon who drew them. I was unter no obligation to
acquaint you with them, or their tendency. You
knew what had been publicly reported of your
baving divulged to your partners in trade the in-
tended purchafe of flour ; the general voice, your
fll=nce, and the occurrences at that time much
fpoken of, and now ftrengthened by the extratts of
letters contained in one o?thc notes, lzad me to fuf.
pet (and the (ufpicion is not yet removed) that you
were guilty. 1fay, Sir, my fufpicion is not yct
removed; in good truth, what have you aileged to
prove your innocence, but mere p oteftations ?
and may there not be fome circumftances, indicating
and confirming guilt, which outweigh the ftrongeit
proteftations ot innocence? as for inftance the
tollowing: A member of congrefs, Mr. Merchant,
complained publicly in congrefs, that the fegret,
refpecting the purchate of flour, had been betrayed
by the delegates of Maryland. Yourfelfy
Plater, and Mr. Forbes, were prefent; t
mentioned gentiem;n rof-, and declared ¢4
divulged the fecret; you were filent on 1
fion, yox who are fo apt to be declamato on mott
others. When you heard the accufatiqn, and the
declarations of Mefl Plater and Forbes, why, if
innocent, were you filent? Did you ngt* rwards,
out of cengrefs, relate to fome membef, or mem-
bers, of that body, that you could account fof the
divulging of the fecret? Did you not mention to
that member, that Mr. William Smith of Bal i
more-town, had opened adetter from you to the
governor and council, ba. which he came to the
knowledge ofghe. jage X

y N YIW pakjr, and ailow yeur[elf g moment’s
n on tbe comfequesces ? Were jou infatuated
N0 i%azine you avon!d be able to conceal the part
¢ alipg ? Or had yox conceived a thorough
Cempt of reputation, and a total indifference to the
Waisn of the averld 2" I kave quoted 1bis pafage to
o, that the tharge made agaizfi Mr. C. afe, by
us, is not of that wague, isdeterminate, and ge-
rl nature, avbich te be diferedited, needs oxly 10 be
. The charge is tancedly pade, the time, the
[€we of the cffence, Greumpflances, and Jeveral per-
V) are mentiongd, or platwly alluded to.” Tha gentle-
%1 2cdy compofed the cemmittee of congrefs, and Mr.
Yfworth tke cemmiffary-general, avere avell knorwn.
V. Clafe might bave catled upon the committee, and
¥ Wodjugreh, to wonch, that be bad not, cither

;Ey i Intrigues, or ftudied delays, prxa&td

ination of the committee, to ghye his

me to complete their purchafes.” H: might

<aded upon Publiui to prove, that awkeat and

¥ bad been purchafed by bis parters at that parti.
Jar point of time'; and if no fuch pnr:b?u were
<0 mads, be might bave ewincrd, beyend the tcﬁbﬁ

1t had tranfpired? Did you not, ‘When taxed with
this piccegtingenuity by Mr. Smith, or one of his
fons, d had ever invented it (). To tue

lity of doult, that s accufation. avlis groundiefs, and
Jownded in maiice @@nifinformation. Wbhy Mr. Cbafe
did ngg take thefe fleps, st inngcent, is wncinceivable,
tarticularly atter 1ke peace of sriendy alvice given
bim by Mr. Holt,

(B) Extra& frem tbe litter of the Lonourable Henr,
Rgusens profident of congrefs, to Mr Wiliaw Smub,
éiged September 33, 1778.

¢ Jtbas beem achnaaviedged that a member of congrefi
did give the information rifpe&ling the expor:ation of
Slaur 10 1be eafiern flaes, intending 1t ealy for the pre-
@wate informatien cf the governor and conncil, but that
you, 1y good friexd, opened the lotier, and let the contents
28fi under the ¢yes of feavural merchants, and otbers."

Mr. Smith jufly offended at tkis report, aurote to the
prefident damying the charge, and 1equefiing bis letter ta
be‘read in congrefs, wwbich the prefidems anfavered on
the 415 of OR0ber 1798 ; ke Joliowing extral i taken
Jrozs the lafl menticn.d letser,
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the wheat and flour,
your partners

but circumflances,
they may not amnounr to legal sroot, yet
in mine, and the
induce a beliet, that the pub'ic r« port was to, well
founded ; and fuch a belict, grounded or fuch cire
cumftances, was fufficient as [, ani muny others

conceived, to warrant the infiruétions complained
of,

ners, or ghe oath of a credible witnefs,

Roadled witn a helier,
mgntioned circumftances, or_trom-others not know

of.them cou'd be legally convicted ?
you who upon many occafions have fhewn fo much

«orite names
injormed me latey avbo Jaid

hale, and that thus  zimat, )
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0¢=~.suseoeeoecvv&sOsobo&eséser

above circumftance, tending to eftablifh your guile,
the following gives additional weight. Avout the
latter end of july, or firt of ‘uguft 1778, (the
precife time cannot at thi. diftance be 2 curate y-
afcertained) feveral perfons began to puicha e rye,’
wheat, and flour: in confequence of fo many pura~
chafers employed in different parts of the country,
rye and wheat role from 16/ _-er hufhe! (the price
In Auguft) to 13.8, 14/. and 20/ per huth:] by the
2oth of Seyt~mier, and by the 1ft of Febru

1779 the price had rifen to 657 Moft of the pure
cha.ers, if not all, were commiffiored, as was ‘ea
ported and belicved at the time, by Mr. John Dore
fey, one of your partners in trade. Poflibly, fome
time atter, “others b=came comperitors in the pure
chaie; but the A7/ purchalers were Mr., Dorfry’s
agents. Does not this circumftance. ftrongly indi+

cate, that he ha‘ been previoufly informed by yow,

that wh at, rye and flaur wou.d be the moft pro.
fitanle articles to fp-culate in Poffibly, you did
not in dirett and explicit terms inform Mr. Dorfey
of the purchajes intended to be m.d by the pub«
lic; but he knowing you to he wela. quainted
with the wants of t: e army, and the ecrets uf con-
grefs, woult have been vull :ndeed had he mot
taken an imperfe& hint, and improved it to the
of the company,  That Mr. Dorley
purcha'ed about that time a confiderable qu ntity

of wheat anit flour you wi.l not deny, or that hears

ing the compiaints” of the commiffary general, and
the clamour excited againft your condnét, you fold
to Mr. Wadfwurth, or his deputy, atdoube - ric-,

which had been purchaled b y
r It is painful to deicend to thz({
particulars, but if they are brought hack to public

memory, reflet that you are the caufe.

But thefe ta&s, even if true, you may fay are
not grogss of guilt. Although
were they

opinions of others, fufficient to

Nothing bur the letter written to your parte
of witne{les,
that tipy had f(cen tuch a letter divulging the de<

fign af congrefs, dnd advinng the purch .=, or

your, og t,.eit acknowledgment ot the 1., would,
1 luppgies be adunitted
and g raper. proof of the charge,

tle, tm{uch, proof can be
mapgnill- Yjminate himfelf,

in a court ot law as ample
It 13 not probae ~
procured, or that any
ut if any ymembers of the legiflature were ime
originating from the ahove

tayme, that you wer: really gulty ot a breach o
trutt, and thet fuch pra&i es would injur- the pub-
lic, were they to wait and fuffer in the mean time
the contiauance of fiini.ar frauds, uniii the authors
‘urely. Sir,

3
¢ You appeared to me o bave beesi abufid, and +ef
d was mot jo clear 1 1be 1a8, asto asthorife me to
In converfation aith Mr Fo bes, be
ou had opened tb (fter,

and circulated the contemts; this genlemani 15 now guang.

o Baitimars, and avill be fo peice as to take charge of
my lester, to bim therefors 1 bey leave

torefe you,
Beiese me Sir, srom the firyi mozsent Ibiard the ix-
~$74844d-18-n-2-onlynith-difertrt;
bat indigmation, and exprefed my jeciings tn th: very
inflant to a pariucular friend. I kwow, f.d 1, Mr,
Smith's bonour and Lis diferetizn ar. wower Jo unguard.
¢d, as tkis imputation feems 19 1mp1)."

lam awtberyjed to jay, that Mr Forber made n
ferup.c 16 ceciare, at Mr. Sen:ub's tavle, that M-, Chaje
was the member of congress whs jaid Mr. S..ith had
spemed bis setter to the governor and connci and betray<
ed the Jecret intemded only for their injormation. Mr,
8mith fasling the injuhice dsme bim &y tbis infinuation
applied 10 My Chafe, nebo declured in the moft [lern”
munner tke wwbole «was avithont ire leafl fousa t1on (]
Cuth and that be would, if J'tfired, g v: frem unter
bis kand to that purpoje, <uith permiffion to [ ®biyo the
Jame in the differert yazettes  Thus e baxe the tefli-
mony of the sate Mr Forbes, agentleman of charaZer
and veracity that Mr: Cafe (aid Mr, Smith ba. pexe
ed bis letter to the governor and council by aubich the,
Jeeret tranfpiced: ave bawe oxly Mr. Chafe's dess:al of ’
the alligation, and M-. Fo:rbes being d ay _ 2
Jmport s, Who s 10 be beliuwed, the min int-refled "
deying tke accufatin; or bey acho bad me iaverefi in”
making 4P
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