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jelawvisg letter from a- gentleman at camp, to
3 fricsd s Philadelplia, giving & particular axd
pijadlory accasnt of a (ate 1
us, we Axbt wot will be acceprable 10 our read-

ljf‘lNCE my return from Hartford,
PO ray dear friend, my mind has been
S too little at eafe to pérmit me to
write to you fooner, It has been
X7 of wholly occupicd by the incidents,
by the tragic confequences, of Arnold's
oo, My feelings werc never put to fo fe-
batrial.  You will have heard tbe principal
h betore this reaches you; but there are par-
piars, to which my fituation ‘g‘avc e accefs,
:cannot have cone to your knowledge from
hic report, which 1 am perfuaded you wilt
g interefting. /
rom feveral circumftances, the project feems
ve originated with Arnold finelf, and to
been long premeditated. The firft over-
n traced back to fome time in June laft. It
ccoveyed in a jetter to colonel Robinfon,
nbitance of which was, that the ingratitude
bad experienced from his country, concurring
ph other caufes, had entirely changed his prin-
les: that be now only fought to reftore him-
to the favour of his prince by fome fignal
of of his repentance: and that he withed to
bn 2 correipondence with Sir Henry Clinton
this purpofe. About that period he made a
ney to Conneélicut, on hisreturn from which
Pulacslphia he folicited the command of
ek point ; alleging that the effeéts of his wound
u:ﬁied him for the a&ive duties of the
4. The facrifice of this- important poft was
woaement he intended to muke, General
btington hezitated the lefs to- gratify an-of-
br who had fiequently rendered eminent’ fer-
23 he was convinced the poft might be
tly trufted to one, who had given fo many dif-
guihied fpecimens of his oravery. The ve-
mgz of Auguft he joined the army and re-
od his application. The enemy, at this
dure, had embarked the greateft part of their
cton an cxpedition to Rhode-Ifland, and our
was in motion, to compel them to relin-
i the enterprife, or to attack New-York in
wakened flate.  The general offered Arnold
kit wing of the army, which he declined, on
pretext alreagdy mentioned ; but mot without
Me embarrafiment. He certainly might have
aated the duties of fuch a temporary com.
, and it was expected from his enterprifing
that he would gladly have embraced fo
hddly inviting an oppertunity ; but he aid
thoofe to be diverted a moment from his fa.
iy olﬂ'c&, probably fin an apprehenfion
ome different di(pofition *might take place,
h would exclude him. The extreme folici-
¢ be dilcovered to get gafleflien of the ﬁo&
4d bave led to a fuipicign of treachery, had
1 poffible from his pafficondut to have fup-
tdbim capable of it, -V
ihe correfpondence, thud begun, was carried

ortast tranfac-.

ances, to l;ub;it the l_ettcnfto him, and atk his
opinion of the propricty of complying with the
requedt. “The genen!:tywith hispufual caution,
though without the leaft furmite of the defign,
diffaaded him from it, and advifed him to reply

affairs mult v= of a civil nature, and could
properly be addreffed to the civil auth

A momeat before his fetting out he went into
Mrs, An;qld'tm}rnncnt, and informed her,
that certain tran(a&ions had jult come o light,
which muft for ever banith him from bis coun-
try. She fell into a fwoon at this declaration,

11 the fervants, alarmed b‘y her cries, came to
ra|

to Robinfon, that whatever related to his privntil and he left her't it to confult his own fafety,

Lhis reference foriunately deranged the wh
Plan, and was the tirit link in the chain of events
that led to th: aete@ion. 1he interview could
no longer take place in the form ot a flag, but
was obliged to be immanaged in a fecret. man-
ner. k

Arnold employed one Smith to go on board
the Vulture and bring Andrie athore, with a pats
tor Mr. Jobn Anderfon: Andrie came athore
accordingly, and was conduéted within a picket
of ours, to the houle of Mr. Simith, where Ar-
nold and he remained together in clofe conference
all thac night and the day following, At day-
light in the mornin _the commanding officer at
King's ferry, without the privity ot Arnold,
moved a couple pieces of canneon to a‘point op-
pofite where the Vuiture lay, and ebliged her to
take a more remote ftation, ‘I'hisevent, or fome
lurking diftruft, made the boatmen refufe to con-
vey the two paflengers back, and difconcerted
Arnold o much, that by one of thofe ftrokes of
infatuation, which often confound the fchemes
of men confcious ot guilt, Le infiited un Andrie's
changing his uniform for a di!guile, and return-
ing 1 a mode different from that in which he
came, Andrie, who had bcen, undefignedly,
brought within our potts in the firft inftance, re.
monitrated warmly againtt this new and dan-
gerous expedient, * But Arnold perfifting in de-
claring it impotlivle for him toreturn as he came,
he at Jength reiuétantly yielded to his periuafion,
and coniented to change his drefs and take the
route he recommended. Smith furn.thed tie dif-
guife, and in the evening, pafling King’s ferry
together, they proceeded to Crompound, where
they itopped the remainder of the night, at the
inftance of a miiitia officer, to avoid Leing fui-
pe€ted by him, The next morning they reiumed
their journey, Smith accompanying Andrie a lit-
tle beyond Pines-bridge, wgcre he left him. He
had reached Tarry -town, when he was taken by
three militia men, who rufhed out of the wooue
and furrounded him.

At tuis critical petiod, his prefence of mind
forfook him=—inite.d of producing his pafs,
which would have extricated hun frem our par-
ties, and could have done him no harm with his
own, heafked the militia men if they were of the
upper or lower party—diftinétive appellations
known amung the enemy’s refugee corps®. The
militia replied, they were of the lower party ;
upon which he affured. them he was a Britith of-
ficer, and prefled them not to detain him, as he
was upon urgent bufinefs.. This contetlion re-
moved all douot, and it was in vain he afterwards
produced his pafs. He was inftantiy forced off to
a place of greater fecurity, where hie was careful-

prer celief.  She remained frantic all day, accu.
{ing every one who approached her, with an in-
tention of murdering her child (an inlant in her
arms) and exhibiting every other mark of the
moft genuine and agonifing afli®ion. Exhauft-
ed by the fatigue and tumult of her § irits, her
frenzy fubfided towards evenin » and fhe funk
into all the {adnefs of diftrefs.

not to have been touched with her fituation ;
every thing affieting in female tears, or in the
misfortunes of beauty, every thing pathetic in.
the wounded tendernefs of a wife, or in the ap-
prehenfive fondnefs of a mother; and every ap-
pearance of fuffering innocence, confpired to
make her an obje of fympathy to all who were
preient.  She experienced the moft delicate at-

tentions, and every friendly office, till her depar-

tare for Philadelphia,

Andrie, without lofs of time, was condu@ed
to the head quarters of the army, where he was
immediately. brought before a board of general
officers, to prevent all poffibility of mifreprefen-
tatiou or cavil on the part of the enemy. The
board reported, that he ought to be confidered
as a py, and, according to the laws and ufages
of mations, to fuffer death ; which was executed
two days atter. ;

Never, perhaps, did a man fuffer death with
more juiti r deferve ities. The firft fep
he took atter his capture was to write a l=trer to
general Wathington, conceived inFerfns of dig-
nity without infolence, and apology without
meanncis, ‘The fcope of it was to vindicate
himtelf from the imputat:on of having afflumed a
mean charalter for treacherous or intercted pur-
pofes; aflerting that he had besminvoluntarily
an impoftor: that, centrary to his intention,
which was to meet a perfon, “for intelligence, on
neutral ground,. he had been betrayed within
our pofts, and forced into the vile condition of
an enemy in difguife; foliciting only, that to
whatever rigour policy might devote him, a de-
cency of treatment might be obferved, due to a
perfon,  who, though “unfortunate, had been
guilty of nothing difhonourable. His requelt
was granted in its full extent ; for, in the whole
progrefs ot the affair, he was treated with the
moit {.rupulous delicacy. When brought before
the board of officers, hie met with every mark of
indulgence, and was required to anfwer no in-
terrogatory which could even embarrafs his feel-
ings.  On his part, while he carefully concealed
every thing that might involve others, he frank-
ly coftfefied all the facts relating to himfelf; and
upon his conteflion, without the trfouble of ex-
amining a witnefs, the board made their reporr.
The members of it were not more imprefled with
the cai.dour and modef firmnefs, mixed with

ween- Arnold and—major Andriz, adjutant ly Tearched, and in his itocKing feet were found

becorning enfibility which he difplay

el to 'the Britifh army, in behalf of Sir
Ciinton, under feigned fignatures and a
Fantile difguife. In art intercepted letter of

0ld's, which lately fell into our hands, he .

s an interview ¢ to fcttie the rifks ard
24 of the copartnerfhip;” and in ths fime
¢fmetaphor, intimates an expe&ted augmen-
of the garrilon, and fpeaks of it as the
s of extending their trafiic. It appears by
ber letter, that Andrie was to have met him
lines, under the 1an&ion of a flag, in cha.
Frof Mr. John Anderfon. But fome caufe
er, not known, prevented this interview.
¢ 2oth of laft mgnth, Robinfon and Andrice.
Pt Up the river in the Vulture flovp of war,
“alon fent 2 flag to Arnold with two letters,
 general Putnam, enclefed in another to
opofing an interview with Putnam, or in
¢ with Arnold, to adjuft fome private
=i, The one .was evidently meant s a
2t the other, in cale by agcident the letters
M bare fallen under the iafpe&ion ot a third
Pbaqal Waghington croffed the river in his
I & Hartford the day thele difpatches afived.
0%, conceiving 'hs muft have heard of the
thonght ¢ necelfary, for the fakeof appear-

feveral papers of importance deivered to him by
Arnold.: Among thele were a plan of the forti-
fications ot Welt-point, a memorial from the en-
gineer on theattack and defence of the place, re.
turns of the garrifon, cannon and ftores, copy of
the minutes of a council of war, held by general

athington a few weeks betore, 1he prifoner
at firtr was inadvertently ordered to Arnald, but
upon recatletion, while ftill on the way, he was
countermanded and fent to Old Salem.  The pa-
pers were enclofed in a letter to general Wathing-
ton, which haviag taken a route different from
that by which he returned, made a circuit, that
atforded leifure for another letter, through an iil
judged delicacy written to Arnold, with an in-
tormation of Anderfon’s capture, to get to him
an hour béforegeneral Wathington arrived at his
quarters ; time enough to elude the fate that a-
waited bim., He went down the river in his
barge to the Vulture, with fuch ﬁrecipitate con-
fufion, that be did not take with him a fingle pa-

was pcnetra!cd_witlewlhcir liberality and polite~
nefs. He acknowledged the generofity of the
behaviour towards him in every refpe&, but
particularly -in-this, in.the ftroagelt terms of
maaly gratitude. In a converfation with a gen-
tleman, who vifited him after his trial, he faide
he flattered himfelt he had pever been illiberal,
but if there ‘were any remains of prejudice in his
‘mind, his prefent “experience muit ebliterate
them.

In Lue of the vifits I made to him, (and I faw
him' feveral times during his confinement) he
begged me to be the bearer of a requeft to the
general, tor permiffion to fend an open letter to
Sir Heury Clinton, ¢ [ forefee my fate (faid he)

and though I pretend not to play the hero, orto -

e indifferent about lifey yet I am reconciled to
whatever may happen, confcious that misfortune,
not guilt, will have brought it upor me. There
is only one thing that difturbs my tranquillik{.
Sir Heary Clinton has been too good to me ; he

per uifeful to the enemy. On the firft notice of \ has beenlavith of his kindnefs. I am bound to

the affair, he was puriued, but much too late to

evertake him,

® A band of marandirn, whe receive x2 pay, but
[uff by plunder.

him by too many obligations, and love him teo
well, to bear the thought that he fhould re-
proach -himfelf, or thay others fhould reproach
him, ona (uepoﬂxion that I had conceived my-
lf obliged

t was impoffible .

y his inftruitiond to run tke tik'L
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