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b, s, Elgy 8 member of the. Aniérican doii-
4 bad arrived in France, with full power to

’ ’(oy spprobation of our illuitricus allies) .

. a peace, & vote was carried, by 8 rma-
"o[m”,‘*w choofe-a committee 1o make a
’g of what might be iudicd proper to be
¥ st the adjournment of the Eritith parlia.
ent, which was to mect on the 18th of January

. that a prize fhip, laden” with 15,006
Ldfonfi el Borful o ke
orgia, 1 taken by a New-London privateer,
3 jafe arrived at Newport,

_WORCESTER, Marchas:

eral gentlemen from Boflon, we leard
b’. {::'ﬂ"el bz‘:lnely arrived ther¢ from Eng-
3, after a pallage of about fix weeks. . As the
o §s not arrived from the capital, we are not
ple to give our readers all the intelligence
uiht by this vefiel; and thall only obterve,
we are informed, that thc'maﬁer was tzken
I an American bottom fome time ago, and car-
ied into England 3 that be there got favour fo
asto be appointed to“the command of the
eficl before mentioned, which was I_mund to
w-York, with a number of otbers, with Rores,
. for the Britifh army, but bejng feparated
from the other vefels int a gale of wmd_, he bogc
way for Bofton, where he unved.; it is faid
hat the Britith-papers, brought by him, contain
account of a warm engagement between the
panifh and Englith flcets off Gibraltar, wherein
tormer had four frigates taken, and four
Delonging to the latter biew up; that the Spani-
ds had quitted their attack upon that place,
nd the Englith had reinforced the garrifon;
lthat great pieparations were making for war in
feverai parts of Ewrope § that no force of confe.
lquence was like to be fent to America this
foring 3 that Great-Eritain had not got any affift-
ance trum foreign powers, but that they ex.
peted it ; and that a defenfive war would be
carried on for the prelent Ly Great-Britain in
America.

.PROVIDENCE, March a5, °

‘The mafter of a veflel arrived at Newport in
a1 days from Guadaloupe, reperts, that two
tranfports with troops, being part of the fleet
which failed from New-York the 16th of Decein.
der, have been captured and carried into that

Mand ; alfo that 35 fail of them had arrived at -

$t. Chriftophers, much damaged by the fevere
form that happened foon aiter they leit New.
York. .

PHILADELPHTIA, #ril 13,

Kxtra® of a letter frem Elizabeth-tews, dated
. April 6.
[ have juft received intelligence of the fail-
ng of the Britifh fleet out at Sandy .Hook yelter-
day morning, They confifted of ten thips and
feven brigs. The troops on board are the 43d
Iegiment, one battalion of the guards, the An.
fpach regiment, lord Rawden's brigade and §im-
40¢’s foot, amounting in the whole to about aeeo.
There is not one horfe gone on board. They
e convoyed by the Rainbow, the Delight and
the Swift brig, and it is faid thex expeét to be
met with at fea by the Galatea and Thames fri-
fates, which left New-York lat week with the
packet, Itis reported that Sir H. Clinton's hea-
vy taggage is gone in the ficet.™
_The Dean frigate has fent into Bofton a prize
#hip, with 400 hogtheads of Jamaica fpirit, bound
for New-York, 3 :
Bstra8 of & ltser from Bildea, daied February 3.
" Weare forry to fay thatan unlucky acci-
dent has happened to eight fail of Spani Jine,
who cruifed of Gibraltary. they, being iepaiated
6@ [gme others, fell in ﬂd:’aodney‘n fleet of
twenty.ene of the line, and a number of frigates,
The Spanith admiral, Mr. Langara, endeavour-
to get away, but finding it 1npralicable, he
‘determined to engage; and there followed a
‘708 defperate engagement from two o'clock in

afternoon, until four the next merning. je&

We have bur an imperfe& account as yet, but
ws hear that four of the Spaniards got frito Ca.
12, one, the St. Domingo, was blown up, and
two or three were taken, quite unfit foc fervice s
dthe bearer be detained till next poft, will
taform your excellency st foot. - This affair
. ed or ‘the soth u't. andon the z3th, a
“Heet of twenty_four fil'of the line failed in queft
O the Englith, fo that fome farther évent is
daily ¢d, and’ wifh' fincerely ‘may’ prove
uccehifol to” the allies of the fates. Six'of the
_:&R\iﬁl men of war were cngaged with all the
glita flect, and there are but three miffing.

® tngagement does the teft honour to tins

ljance, & : :
has aad captaia Gunninghara aloag with

-

For the MARYLAND GAZETTE.

TV H E boufe of delegates originated abill, by
< which it was e that all the property
debts excepted) of Britith fubje@s, within tlils
te, th be confifcated; and vefled in the
flate, to be difpofed of as the general affembly
fhould dire&. ] altendéd the debates in the
fenate, on this very important fubje&, and fend
you the lubfance, to be inferted, tor the perufal

and informatioa of the public.

A BYSTANDER.

D3BATRs on the bill for [tixsre asd cenfication_

¢ Britip prepery, 1o the fenate, April 14,
1780, . !
C.CarroLL Or Car: The refugees ought

to bave a choice to flay in Great-Biitain, or to

return to this flate s a bare refidence thers may
got be of neceffity, but choice ; and it is conclu.

five teftimony that the legiflature of this ftate did

not confider them as Britifh fubjeils, by impol-

ihg a treble tax on them, by the a& for the bet-
ter fecarity of goveroment. The declaration of
rights fecured all propéity acqui under the
old govérnment, ‘which was not diffolved at the
revoiution, {o as to retdrn to a fute of nature,
and the property fo fecursd cannot be taken froni
the propiistors, without a breach of otir declara-
tlon of rights. We have heard of the omnipo-
tence of parliament and know the abufe of it,
but we are a legiflature limited, and have no
power to exce:d the bousds prefcribed by the
conttitution and bill of rights, and it was happy
for this ftate, that the govérnment was limited,
Where it not the cife, popular, ambitious men,
of great abilities, taking thé advantage of thole
talents, would overthruw and defiroy the free-
dom, nights, and liberties, of the government
and people. Every country produces a Cata.
line, but few a Cato or a Brutus. On the
cftablithment of the commonwealth of England

(acafe fimilar to ours) the royalifts were not

contidered as aliens, and that agt was inventive

and tertile in expedients, for raifing money;
they heaped compofition vn compotition, but

did not cbnfifcate the property ot their oppo-

nents, If Britith fubj=&ts have done any a&,

fuch as bearihg arms, &c. you may deprive them

of their propeity : if eur fubjects have done any
fuch a&, you may punifh them as traitors.

At the revolution in England, what was done
with the ablentees, at that time in Holland ard
other parts of Europe, andeven with the inha-
bitants of thefe ftates ? They were not confidei-
ed as aliens.

It may be faid, that it would bé¢ abfurd that a
Britith fubjeét fhould inherit here, becaufe of
two allegiance: ; but there is 2 local and natural
allegiance, and there is no abfuidity in the pofi-
tion, when this dittinthion is fet up and attended
ta. When the French provinces were difannex.
ed from England, in king john's reign, the na-
tives inherited in England. He quoted Bra&on,
in fupport of this doétrine, but referred to no
particular part. Blackftone on aliegage and al-
legiance was allo quoted. And fuppoling them
Britith fubje@ts, they acquired their property le-
gall and conftitutionally; and therefore dught to

old it.

It would be impolitic to confifcate . Britith
property, becaufe E: was_fatisfied, thatin the
treaty of peace Great-Britain would ftipulate for
the reftoration of the property confifcated, or a
compenfation for it. That a gentleman was
appointed by congrefs to enter into a treaty of
commerce wi reat-Britain ;end it woul hbe
extraordinary “indeed to open-the-treaty with-a-
conﬁfcaricanf their property. - He then alluded
toa letter from one of the delegates, in which
it was faid, that France and Spain might think

_it reafonable; and concluded, that he would

give up the policy of the meafure but would not
give up the contitution, and that no arguments
ufed on the othier fide of the queftion, (and much
had been faid and publithed oa that fubje@) had
convinced him of his being in an error, but the
fenate might ftrike out new lights on the fab-

Bar. CarroLL then rofe and obferved, that
all laws ought to be founded in juftice, and
that it would be the higheft injuftice to confilcate
the property of thole it Great-Britain, for the
want of the (pirit of divination. They were ig.
-norint of the “declaration of independence, or
that ‘their rights would be afte@ed by it. No
tiime was given them to come in. The houfe of
delegates did not confider the
allen, nor his eftate as forfeited, or they would

“ndt, in a'bill eriginated by them fome feflions

a putchale from him of his cflate, & makin

agd have proceeded upon the princi'g:_of making
3 a
compenfation in lieu of it,  The bill ‘failed, be-

caufe they could not agree about the divifion of
11: i

the‘?oﬂ ie weré for making it a fand for
the {upport of thg _i\-llv:,gedn othera for finking it
~inrthe of the -holdérs,~ They did not

prictor as an -

confider Britith fbbjefts 24 affens in the caft of
Pellet and Long, or they woald not Bave conti.
nued the (uit on the do«iqt.

The bill for confifcatioit of Britith porperty in
the whole ot it is unneceflary, or unconifitu-
tional s if Britifh fubjeRs are aliens, they can't
bold property inthis fiate if they arenot aliens,
it would be a breach of the conftitution, to take
their property from them. ‘I'his affembly are
not dusre legem, but the queftion; wlio are
aliens and wha not, ought to bé left to the courts
of juftice. The bill of rights declares, that the
legiflative and Audicial powers fhould be kept
feparate and d:Rin&. 1he bill declares Britith
fubje&s aliens, which would be an ufurpation of
the judicial power, He then obferved, that he
had fworn allegiance to this ftate, which was not
the earth, air, or eldments, but the conftitution,
which wotrld not permit him to be a judge and
lawmaker,

Mr. THoMas Stont then rofe;, and ob.
fcryed,' 7 hat the bill for the feizure and confif
cation of Britith property, prepafed by the houle
of delegates, was agaipft'the principles of reafon
and juftice, and if cenfidertd as founded on the
declaration of independehce, and that by confe-

uence thereof, Britith fabje&s became aliens,
the bill muft fall, becaufe no fuch inference can
be drawn from that a&, nor dues the declara.
tion f{ay, that fuch coaiequences fhould fow
from it. ,

The confequences are big with iniquity,
and injuftice, the charaters conterned in it
woald have revolted at the idea, and the breaft
of every honeft man would have rejected it with
indignation. What were the true principies of
independence ? We were fudje&ts ot Great-Bric
tain, The tyrant of that kingdom and the par=
llament thereof declared us rebeis and out of
their prote@ions to fecure ourfelves againtt their
arbitrary and o;preflive meafures, anda to jecure
right, property, and liberty, were the tiue
principles of the declaration cf indcpcndence,
and not to take property acquired betore it. The
fubje€ts of Great.Britain were not intormed of
the declaration of independence s no notice was
giventiemof It, They weie néver heard o: tied;
and juftice reprobates the punithment ot petions
neither heard or tried, The juftice aa! propiicty
of a pofition is to be detcrmined by the confe-
quences that flow from it,and if by a conitruétion
of the declaration of independence every man in
Great-Britain, becamte an alien, foine good men,
and thofs our friends, would be deprived of in-

heritable blood. I don't underftandthe dottrine

of eleCtion 1 what gives an &le€tion, but the hay.
ing property in the ftate? In what time mult ths
cle®ion be made, and who is to determii.e it 7
If left to the couits of jultice, fome would be of
one opinion, and fume of another ; lome would
be of opinioa that two montls, others that 6
months, and others that 18 months, would be
fufficient to make an election. Juttice requires
that men having property in ‘this ftate thould
have notize to come in. "It is time to interpole,
not to fteal a march on them, but to give them
notice to come and poffe(s their property, or it
fhould be confidered a¢ dereli®. It any of the
inhabitants of this ftate have received penfions,
or affifted in the war, fuch men wouid not come
in, and ftand a trial. That he would agree to
take all the profits of Britith property, and ap-
ropriate them as a fund, and would fell it abfo-
utely, if they do not come agreeable to notice,
and become fubjets: If we can deftroy rights,
acyuired before independence, we can alfo take
i i forextending
privileges to fubjets of the king of France,
paffed a day or two ago; and the fenfible and
difcerning fubje@s of that nation will difcover,
that no copfidente. is_to_be placed in the a& of
the legiflature, cxtending privileges to them, if a
war fhould unfurtunately break_out between
thefc ftates and that nation, They will fay, that
if the legiflature can diveft the fubjeéts of Great.

Britain of property faitly acquired,” merely be- —

caufe of a war between the two nations, that
they muft expe® to fhare the fame fate.

He then coicluded, by obferving, that ‘quit-
rents ought to be ‘abolifhed, becaufe it was an
odious badge of flavery inconfiftent with our free
fituation, Independeiice, and fafety. and that it
always wounded his feelings as a fréeman to piy
them under the ofd ernment, and that he
would concur in any meatures founded upon the

rinciples of morality dnd juftite, but the bjll
Fent by the houfe of delegates was ‘incompatible
with thefe principles, and that it contained a
contradi®ion, in calling the property which was
the objeét of it Britifh property, ° -

R. Goipsaoroucm obierred, .that the
bill was defeive, conceived in % terms,
and that we'were left to guefs wliorre* Britih
fubieafl. szhc itu:'nc‘!ude rﬁhofe' wh:h left hﬂmf
fiate pefos the 19th of April, 1775, the 14th o
Augult, 3775, on!uqthhu d’mdcrudm
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