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To. the PUBLIC.
. r’qNDER the pretence of neceffity,
= & the molt unjuftifiable a&ions have
(’ U been committed; Milton calls it,
}4‘  1be tyrant’s plea.” That neceflity
3% 3 has been often pleaded in free, as
¢l as in abiolute govern 3, to coverin.
icé, no man acquaintedywith hiftory can de-
‘The fafety of the people, is, no doubt, the
preme law ; to that law every other confldera.
on, except the obfervance of the natural, or
ivine law, muft give way. When the fafety of
b.e (ate is in evident danger, what would other-
ife be the greateft hardfhip, or even injuftice,
1les to be {03 but then this danger muit be
reat and imminent, the neceflity fpringing out
fit muft be palpable, and felt by every mem-
r of the community. Is the neceflity Urged by
e delegates in fupport of the confifcation of
ritith property of that nature ? It furely is not,
¢y themielves do not confider it as fuch, they
beak of the fales of that property rather asa
atter of fitnefs, propriety, or convenierce, than
f akjolate necefity 5 they fay, indeed, they can.
ot raile, by taxes, more than g,000,006 out of
¢ 14,320,000 dollats required by congre(s as
he quota of this ftate for“nine months, from
¢ firft of next Febroary to the end: of Oétober.
hether more than g,000,006 of dollars can
raifed by taxes alene within the time limited,
does not become an individual to determine,
bntrary_to'the’ dffertion of the delegates, who
zht to*be_beft acquainted with the circum-
nces of the fidople, “and confequently the belt
dges of what they ein.Bear, ‘That many ob-
ts of taxation Have efcaped their notice, is cer-
in. The ordinary and marriage licences, and
be fines and forfeitures, might, it is conceived,
encreafed, without over burthening the peo-
e, 10 as to produce annually a fum not much
ort of /.1c0,000. Duties might be laid on
reign luxuries and fuperfluities ; thefe would
obably be a very produ&ive fund, confidering
e prefent turn for expenflve extravagance;
at they might operate as a difcouragement to
de, we need.not apprehend, the mifehief, per-
ps, would not be great, if they fhould check
ra time, a trade which is deemed, by many
bod judges, to be prejudicial to the United
ates, in the way it is now carried on. Why
ou'd not the public debtors,-who have paid off
¢ir loan-office bonds, give frefh bonds for the
lances that may be juftly due to the public,
ter dedu@ing from the original fums, the pay-
nts made in a depreciated currency, and cre-
ed according to the prevailing rate of exchange?
the times of the refpettive payments? There
bs due in the year 1773, to the'public on-bonds
154 000 fterling ; fuppofe £. 100,000 fterling
that fum difcharged in the prefent circulating
Ils of credit, and reduced by the payments
bde and credited, -as abgve mentioned, to
80,0009 fterling, add to thfs fum the £. 54,000
ppofed to be outftanding, the amount would
£ 114,000, the annual intereft, at 4 per-
£ 5360 fterling ; if the obligors were co
to difcharge this intereft at the prei
nge, what a vaft fum would thereby
the pudlic treafury! Even at [. 1500 per
It. exchange it would produce £. 80,400 cur-
cy.. Particular interefts, indeed, might, and
obably would oppofe this plan, but thefe
puld not come in competition with the public
od. when that ‘may be promoted without the
% bardthip to individuals, or violation of
ice, 1f1'am rightly informed, when it was
fated at tha laft {effion in the*Koule of dele-
tes, to make the fterling quit-rents®formerly
id to the once’lord proprietary, faylfilp to the
e, 2 member of thathoufe contended for tbgpro-
cgy of their being difcharged at a Kigher rare'of .
ange than 1463 per cent.: If fuch an'dd-"
ce on the exchange fettled by law was efteem-
fult; i’ his opinion, and in reality would have
joft, inthe cafe ‘of thg quit-rents, (fup.
nZ them made a public revenue) thatgentle-
n, certainly, could not confiftently “oppofe an.
ance on the above ferling interet,” due and
y3hle to the ftate, nor do I conceive the houfe
ld oppefe it on any ratiogal principles. The
rtiage arid ordinary licences, the duties on fo-
luxuries; the fines and forfeitures, the in-
R aceiuing and paid, in the manner above

<

mentioned, on loan.office bonds,” waould altoge-
ther produce an income, it is apprehended, more
than equal to the expence of our.civil govern-
ment, and in that cafe the whale of the: net re-
venue arifing', from “the' afl:ffments on real and
perfonal property within the ftate, might be ap-
plied to the payment of our quota of the cuntiz
nental charges and demamds. The delegates
fay, the 14,230,000 dollars required of this ftate,
cannot be raifed by taxes, without compelling
the people to fell a part of their property ; they
admit then, that by felling' fome part of their
property, the whole fum inay be raifed, but
contend it is unreafonable to compel the people
to part with their own, when there is property
in our power belonging to our encmies, and
which fhould be fold firtt. But then the quefti-
on rectirs, may not this way of proceeding, to
avoid a temporary evil, (uppofing it juftifiable by
the law of nations, our municipal law, and the
principles of our conftitution, plunge our people
into greater difficulties and diftrefs hereafter?
I think I have adduced very 'good reafons in
fuppert of the probability, at leaft, of this
opinion. Admitting we cannot raife by taxes the
14,220,000, does it follow, or would the con-
refs require, that this ftate thould break through
its declaration of rights, and violate the law of
nations and our common law, in order to levy
thag fum ? Taxation alone will not enable us to
carry on the war; other refources muit fupply
the deficiency of taxes; fome ot thofe refources
have been pointed out. This ftate is equally en-
titled with any other ftate in the union toa fhase
of the back lands; the want of money, and the
little probability that four or five ftates claiming
thofe lands exclufively of the reft, will reap
any confiderable advantage from their contefted
claim, as matters are now circumitanced, may
procure for this ftate, that redrefs which it hath
not been able yet to abtain from policy or juftice.
It is te little purpofe to wreck our invention in
finding out ways and means for filling the public
treafury, if the utmott attention be not paid to
proper favings in every. department ; without the
ftriteft obfervance ot the moft rigid ceconomy,
the public treafury will refemble the tub of the
Danaide, and the monies colletted from the
fweat and labour of the people, will flow out as
fait as they are poured into it; nay, the public
revenue will be conftantly anticipated, even
fhould the people be taxed to the very extent of
what they can pay, after ufing the utmott induf-
try and frugality ; to tax up to that pitch weuld
not be good policy, and to go a fingle iota be-
{‘ond it would be unjuft, and indeed impraética-
le. ‘The legiflature fhouid fet the example to
others, and in thefe times of difficulty and ex-
traordinary expenditures, endeavour tb render
their fittings as little burthenfome as poffible to
the people. The bufinefs of the latt feffion, which
coft near £.60,000, 1hight have been tranfaéted
in half the time, and confcquently one half the
expence faved, Why the fetfion was unneceffa.
ily protraéted from the beginning of November
end of December, the people have a right

0o Xnow, and they would do well to enquire.
The neceflity urged by the delegates for the im-
mediate fale “of part of the Britith property in-
tended to have been confifcated, arofe, as they
ftate it, from the requifition of congrefs to make
the firft payment on our quota by the firft of
February, and the fhortnefs of time frum the
fatter end of December to that day to make new
afiefiments, and to give fufficient ‘epportunjty
and notice to the péople to pr;rpare‘for_'tlc Pay-
ment of their taxes; had the affeflmént bill been
pafled early in“the ifeffion, and”the fate of the
confifcation bilP prévionfly: decided, thefe ftum-
bling blétks would' not have laln in the way.
The fenate complaifantly remark, that they can-
Tt fuppofe the alleged nectflity was created on
purpoie: to ‘enforce the paffage of the bill; to
prelerve;harmony, if poffible, between the two
branchiés of the legiflature, (o conducive to the
judiciolii management and difpatch of the public
bufinefs, is both prudent and neceffary, and pro-
bahly induced"the fenate to put the moft favour-
ablewonftruion on that delsy. Individoals out
of dodri-are not- tied up to the fame rules of or-
der and “d¢toram; they may plainly fpeak out
their fentiments, But it is not my wifh orin-
tentjon to excite the: refeatment of the pubiic

againft any man, or fet of men, were it even in
my power ; a cautious diftrult however may be
neceflary ; too much fufpicion, and lightly en-
tertained, has frequently occafioned, in free go-
vernments, turbulent and noxious taltions, and

* too little mnay degenerate into fuch a confidenca

in the reprefentatives, as to be abufed. The ex-
treraes between an anxious and fretting jealoufy,
and,a blind and implicit confidence, thould be
avoided ; a- free and difcerning people, it they
mean to remain free, will endeavour to preferve
a middle condu¢t between thofe extremes; if
they aét prudently, they will not rely on mere
and plaufible profeflions, ‘)ut they will feaith
narrowly into the true and fecret fprings of the
public councils, and not always content them-
felves with the oitenfible and affigned motives for
the conduct of their reprefentatives. The good
fanfe of our people, particular circumftances and
particular characters, will generaliy furnifh them
with a clue to Jead them through all the wind-
ipgs to the main and innermoft fpring of public
meafures, The delegates endeavour to caft the
blame on the feuate for not raigng the whole
fum demanded by congrefs ; the reaions afligned
by the fenate in their metlage for not pafiing the
bill for the confifcation ot Britifh property, and
what has been fuggeited in the courfe of the pre-
fent enquiry, will enable the public to torm a
pretty good judgment of the retitude and policy
of the motives which inducel one branch of the
legiflature to urge, under all the enumerated.dit-
advantages, the paflage of the bill, and the other
to rejet it. The wnter has no intereft diitinét
from that of his cquntry, the prefperity of which
he has always endeavoured to promote to the
beft of his power and abilities, and wifhes -to ice
eftablithed, on the fureft foumlations, the prinei-
ples of liberty, of juitice, and of our conttitution,

Jan. 29, 1780. A SENATOR.

For the MARYLAND GAZETTE.
HERE is no way more effetual to dif-
grace an opinion, than by feeming to ad-

vance arguments in favour of it, whiieat the (ame
time, thefe arguments are of fuch a nature
that all muft perceive the author means very dit-
ferently from what he fays. This by the fchools,
is called irony, and is aptly made ute of on great
occafions®, when, perbaps, fober reafoning or
bold inveltive would have heen lefs fale, or lefs
proper to prevail on the minds of msn cut of tem-
per with the debate, This way of writing the
gentleman has ufed who perfonates a fenitor t :
feeming to appear againtt the confifcation bill,
he has advanced many reatonings, and has prefled
them with {0 much folemnity, that, abfulutely,
fome perfons have begun to be.iave that he miggt
be ferious. But if we take a view of the whole
as they come together, we muit fee, that no
man who appears to have reud feveral bocks,
and is capavle of putting words together with
exaétneks, could ferioufly propoie” thefe things
on the fubjeét.: - JISE iy '

He begins with obferving, that « the juftice
of the meafure” depends ¢ on the knowiedge of
the true obje&ts” of it. We know that it des
pends not-an ¢ the objects™ but on the principle.
A law or the execution of it becomes jult when
it is fourtded in rcgon. fet it offepd in 1ts operas
tion whom it may¥ 1t is the cnaratterittic of the
Moft'High himfelf, ¢ that his ways are without
refpéct ot pertons.™ _
“o'An apprehenfion is exprefied, that the confit-
cation of the property of ¢ Britith fubjelts™ imay
vioiaté the * conttitution and bill ef rights™.of this
ftate. Thisisnotpoffible, inaimuchas ourcentti-
tution,” including tee bill of righits, is a boundary
line to the citizens of the ftate, in the mode of
government, and tn the enalting ot all Jaws
which relate to themfelves. Kut how thall a
law which refpeis not the citiz:ns ot th's ttate,
violate their rights ? It would be cqualiy true in
mathematics, that the contalt of two circles fhall
deftroy the radii of one. R

It is made a queftion, ¢ Can thefe Britifh fub-
je€ts, fupgefed aliens, be alcertaned by the law

. Ridiculum acri
Moelius, ac fortius magnas plerungue fecat res.
t Teefe otfernations refpils the firjl jublication
o  the Senator.
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