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of men, 1. Natives of Great-Britain or any of
irs dominioris, other than the colonies {now
United States) who never came into andyoined
us in the prefent war, or been employed in our
fervice. 2. Natives, ‘or inhabitants of this or
any other ot the ftates, who, fince the com-
mencegment of hoftilities by Great-Britain againft
us, joined the enemy, or withdrew from the
continent, and went to Great.Britain, the latter
of whom are commonly known by the name of
American refugees. 1f we confifcate the proper.
ty of the firft ciaf(s, without any difcriminaton,
we fhall certainly injure, in fome cales ruin,
many innocext people. some who could never
lhave offended us by word or deed, helplefs wo-
men and harmles infants.  Our friends in
Great. Britain mutt alfo be involved in one ecom-
mon ruin, men who have openly afierted our
caule, and juftified our condu&.” We fhail by
fuch indifcriminate fgizure deftro the diftinétion
between vice and virtue; we 1all dettioy atl
confidernte; hake thofe who have been our
advocatcs our bitter and inzxorable enemies. [
believe but few, who are reatly crimml in their
conduct as to us, will be affected by the confifca-
tion, in comparif.n with the ereat numbcrs,
who are innocent and unoffending. Probably
not vne in an hundred. How can we reconcite
the taking the property of Mr. Hanbury, Mr.
Ruffe'l, Mr. Gilaisford, and other merchants,
wito hold lands and other property in this coun-
try. They have ever avowed themfelves our
friends. Many of us are under perfonal obliga-
tions to thofe gentlemen, and to injure themg
would be the bafeft ingratitude.  Colonel Sharpe
behaved well in his government, his laults were
few, his virtues many ; his condutt, ‘at tile time.
of the ftamp-ac, ought not to be turﬁot. He
hiad a ftrong affection tot this country, his defire
was to breathe his latt in it ; peculiar circumitan-
ces called him to England, and he will probably
return, unlefs prevented by our cruel and unge-
nerous treatment.  Our late governor Fden was
as much our friend as confiftent with, or could
be expected from his truit to the crown. He
departed from this ftate with relu@ance, and
with th= permiffien if not at the defire of the
conve:.ton; and he mever bore arms, or took
any open active part againtt us, and he was
of too noble, too generous a difpofition, to
injure us in private. The late proprietary
(whofe cftate feems to be the great objett of the
~dvocates tor the meafure) is an infant, 1f we
do not violently lay our hands on his revenue,
<manors, relerves, and ungranted lands, it is
probable, atter our independence is eftablifh-
¢!, he will come and live among” us, fpend
his income, and add to our numbers. ‘L he lois
ot his government he wiil not repine at, becaule
neceffary to fupport oug liberties and our inde-
.pandence. There are many others, in the fame
fituation with tho‘e 1 have mentioned, equally
tie objeés of our attention, and whole property
ought to b excepted. Indeed, if any confifca-
rion takes place, 1 would have it confined to
thofe particular members of the Britith nation,
wiio, by their immediate and dirett confent,
have engaged in the war againit us, 1 cordially
flent to the pofition, ¢ that the jultice of the
confilcation depends on knowiedge of the per-
fons who will be affe&ed by it.”

As to the fecond clafs—1 have as great are-
fentment againft fome of them, as aay man in
the ftate; obut great difficulties will occur in
drawing the line to dittinguifh the guilty from
the innocent. Some of them ought to be conti-
dered as fubjedds of this ftate, and if they have ta-

___Ken up anns, or done any a& declared treafon

by out ag of affembly, they ought to be punifh-
ed as traitors, but they are entitled to a legal
tral. 1 cannot-conceive how :ny man<can be
adjudged a fubje& of this ftate, before the decla-
ration of indcpendence, on the 4th of July,
1776, Kefore thatday we were all fubjeéls of
the king of Great-Britain. In a.qeil war, no
criminality ought to be imputed to any man who
took pait with cither fide. Humanity, policy
diftates a ftri® obfervance of this rule. glo man,
therefore, who joined the enemy, or thdrew
from this country, before the declaration of in-
dependence, can be confidered as a traitor, or
as a delinquent, or offender againft this ftate;
nay, I queition whether, before the eftablithment
of our new government, any one could be’confi-
dared as guilty of treafon, or any other offence
againft it. Can a perfon be guilty of treafon
againft any fite or government, betore fuch
fate or governimtnt is formed or etadlithed 2 If
any citizen of this ftate, after the 4th of July,
1776, took up arms aftinﬁ it, or if any cjuzen,
after our aé& of alembly to punifh. treaion, com-
mitted any act by that law declared treafon,
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fuch citizen ougzht to be tried and punithed
agreeable to the fuy of nations, or the act of af-
fembly. I do not difcover any t difficulty in

alcertaining who are Britifh fabjefts, bat [-think
it almoft impratigable to determine, who ought
to be confidered as fubje&s of this ftate. . As for
thofe abfentees who retired or withdrew at any
time, cither before or after the declaration of
independence, and who haye not borme arms
againgt us, it would be unjult and cruel to fom
feit their property. It would favour too much’
of plunder and ind{criminate r"::f‘. It would
feem to procecd from private hatred xo particular
mex. Was there any law which declared ‘their
departore unlawful, and annexed a penalty?
W as it crimimal to leave a codntry involved in a
war to avoid its calamities, -and the confequences
which might arife from their ftay ? 1f by their
departure they infringed no law, upon what
grinmplcs can the confifcation of their property
e jultified ?

I think there is a manifeft difference between
feizing goods of an enemy, tound on the high
feas, or in their country, and their property 1n
our power, within the ftate. I have ever under-
ftood it to be the practice of all nations agwar,
to capture veflels and their cargoes; in that cale,
the owner trufts his propesty.on the feas, with a
knowledge of his rifk, and a certainty of a .ofs if
taken, .t he may infure if he pleales In the
pretent cafe it was lawtul for thole, who arc now
become our enemies, 1o acquire property within
the ftate, and when they obtiined it thcy re-
pofed a confidence in usy and relied on our im-
plied taith for its protetion and fecurity. It
may alfo be the prattice of n tions at warto ie1z¢
goods in the enemies country, out :n that cafe,
fuch condu®& may be expeéted from the uiage,
and there is no breach of faith.

I readily agree to the diftin&tion between con-
 fifcating the lands, and the goods or oth-r per-
fonal propeity pofieffcd by Britith fubjeéts in
this ftate. I have never heard of an inftance,
and the advocates for the meafure, I believe,
cannot fhew one, of a confifcation of immoveable
property, as land, poffefled by the tubjeéts of an
enemy. No ftronger argument need beadduced,
than that fuch a fcizure has never been made.
‘Fhe difference between confifcation and fequett
ration is obvious. The firft takes away the-
whole property, the other only affetts the in-
come, or profits. To pretent a remittance of
the income, may be proper to weaken the

enemy.

I do not fee that any great advantages will
accrue to the public from the fale of Brinth pro-
perty. 1f we take only wifat belongs to indivi-
duais wiho have been criminal, it will be of little
value, and not worthy the notice or time of our
atffembly. I believe there is no public property
in this itate belonging to the king or_ nation of
Great-Britain. Indeed, if all the Britifh proper-
ty in thig ftate is fold, and the amount carried
into our treafury, I believe it will not be fo
conGderable as expected, nor can it enable us to
carry on the war, as the friends of the meaiure
8atter themfelves. There is no doubt, that en-
groffers and fpeculators will conftitute the far
greater part of the purchafers, as they aione are
abie to lay down great fums of money, andthere-
fore, I fhould not wonder if they are warm ad-
vocategPor a general confifcation. Thofe mif-
creants have almoft ruined America, and now
we are to realize their heaps of continental. I
hov no. fufpicion juftly lies againft any of the
public advocates for the late bill, that they or
their conne&ions intend to become |
chaters of the forfeited eftates.

‘I'be people in this county appear very
cerried abowt the queftion of confifcating Briti
groperty. 1 do not believe any inftruttions will

¢ given by them.. Some few of thofe, who al-
ways love to fifh in troubled waters, began to
make a ftir, but I am inclined to .think the rea-
fons urged by the Senator, his {piris and refoln-
tion in defending the com‘iuél of the fenate, will
effctually filence any clamours. againft themrin
this county. he tribune 1 will .- &nd
themfelyes unable to. anfwer fo able. an adver-
fary, and the mle will leave fuch abftrufe fub-
i cuffion and determination of their

jetts to the di
legiflatuze. ! y
] : ,..A PLEBEAN,
Prince-George's county, Feb. 16, 1780.
i 3 :
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*We learn that the enemy, in two divifions,
have made an excurfion’ into New-Jerfcy, and
furprifed our guards at Elizabeth-Town 3 where
they burnt the meeting-houfe, fchool-Boufe and
gaol, and carried off feveral prifoners: at Newark,'

ANNAPOLIS: Priad by FREDERJICE ad
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they burtit the academ ,, A M3
tice ; edden, and abod{

twenty- ?mon. )

Exira8 of a letter from as efficer in bi
dated Charles- Town, Des. x,,gn.",/

«« By the laft accounts: from 8ava
learn that.the epemy are gquiet, and,
fake, of an’\airing, - they have encamped
troops at feveral plantations, at the ditae
10 miles round, the:fartheft fro
Abercorn. They, are-fitting fome-
ca. o 1 e

¢ Before this reaches you, ~yousill doeie
hear, that the Spantards have beenap the A\
fippi, and poffefled themfelves of theEugify
tlements oft that river, and that they mde
prifoners; that about the beginning of y
month they left Havanna with a refpectable
with 4000 troops for Penfacola or St. Aw
perhaps both. This the enemy affe@ to &
lieve, and are not reinfircing thefe poky
hourly expet the troops from New-York,
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PUBLIC VENDUE, purfuant te
alt to empower the governor and the cong

g‘ prifoner J¢
PHILADERLPHIA LY’

0 tovm et §

to fell the public property therein mentiey

on Wedne(day the 15th ot March next,

HREE GALLIES, wijth their udy

apparel, ‘and furniture; a confd
quantity of naval and mikitary flores; fom:en
faltpetre, horfes,"waggons, harnefs, and
and thedntere of the RMate in the taneyud
the uity of Annapoiis. Inventories of the
culars wii be lodged at Mr. «ieorge Manny
vern in Annapolis, and at the merchants cof
hou't in Baitimore Town, by the firk dy
March,

.
order of the cuuncil(ajM !
, T. JOHNION, jun gk
.A P r 1T i0N will be off:red totiek
f=Zon of the general affembly 1fertis

tice thi. have been publifhed eight weks;)
an at admitting to recorl, and giving &
from the date to a deed executed in /rx
Ge rge’s county, by George Conn to Jol
Shaw, for part of a trat of land called Wi

and Anne
ﬁ w8 %RICHARD HFENDERSO

PETITION wiil be offered toth
feMiqn of the general afferably afterd
notice fhall hive been publithed eigh! weeks,
an at admitting to record and giving effe
the date to a deed executed in Prince-Gexy
county, by Mary Athey to Jobn Webter,
part ot a tra& of land called Athey’s Choict,
sw “JOHN WEBSTE

’I‘ AKE'N from on board a pilot boat,
drove on fhore on the 23d day of Dez
ber, between Little and Great Chopuank,
dry articles, as faiis, cordage, butter, &
a cheft fome diftance from her, having init
and womens apparel; the chief of her ladsg
tobacco, which cannot be faved, Theowx!
owners of faid boat are defiredto come and 4
their gropeny, and pay the fubfcribers
agreeable to Iaw and cuftom in fuch cafes. -

© " THOMAS LINTHICUY

w3 ABRAHAM LEE,
2—‘ . JOHN LEE.

 AKEN up as a.ftray by Jofeph Wil

iving hear the court-houfe in Montges

, Maryland, a- {mall bay MARE, 3!
“and-x half hands high; ten or elere

¥branded on the off buttock fomethisg
7§, had a bell on her, and was {hod before

fhe came. The faid mare was fold by tht

fcriber in March, 1778, to a certain (¥
Pritchett, who has fince fwapt her away. ¥
owner is defired to prove property, pay =
angd take her away. | f

' - JOSEPH WILSO

L L perfons having an demands gzt
A as deputy qmrter-n{aﬁer-gent:j; :
for monies due or that will become dot ¥
firft of March, are requefted to fend o
coufirs with all poffible difpatch, in o
fettlement ; on receipt of which, the
will either be paid or certificates given
fhall appear to.bedue to the firft of
which time I am direfted by the quarter-®
general to furnifh.all accounts in Wy é

without fail..& ¢/ & -
)LLINGSWORTH,
. G. E. fhore, St. M7t
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