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the audience, fo in any treaty, 2 noble outline
and jult order is requifite, that it may be comn-
prehended by the moit fimple nation. |

The language of the treaty is alfo,worthy of
attention.- For, as in contratts between indivi-
duals, a term not known to the law, or a dubi-
ous expreflion, may be the foundation of expen-
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NuMBE® XXL
W R A VING been, for fome time, di-
verted from iny courfe, to take 2
H view of fome partiular matters, 1
pow return to that’ which is the
% %{ 38 wore generai fubject of thele papers,
¢ a.hance of the States with France.
t has keen thewn that tae treatiss which con-
ute this a.iance have, for their principle, the
bt peitet equality and reciprocity of advan-
es. It reiRains to be oblerved, that the form
the treaties is alio good, and the langlage un-
biguous. This has not been the cate with
& Lreatics that the world has ever known.
Before the treaty of Weltphalia in 1643, the
rit and principle ot negotiation was littic un-
ritova in Lurope, and no one treaty well‘con-
ved and properly drawn up had exifted. 1n
, though this’ was a good tieaty, aud has
ved tor 2 model to others fince, yet we do not
4 in tie fubfequent treaties, ail that exceilent
form, lucidity of order, precifion ot ideas, and
aracis of Linguage. waich 1s neceflary to fecure
inft the mifconitrutions ot the partics on either
e, and to lay the foundation oi a lalting tran-
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between nations, the ambiguity of a fingle phrate
may give rifeto long conteits. Ia the treaty of
Aix 1a Chappelle between France and Lknglind,
an article reiative to the limits of their pofieflions
in North-America had this -expreffion, ¢ I hat
all things fhould be upon the fame tootng they
were, or cught.to be, before the war, [hefe
words, cugkt 1o be, which inadvertently had crept
into the article, feemed fair and reafonable in
themfcives, but, when each party came to apply .
thewn, they had different ideas of what owgti to
be, and to determine this was the fubject of a
new war, which, as it turned out, not lefs
than ten years, and the blood of thoufands thed
on both fides, was able to extingwifh.
I bave confidered with attention thofe treaties
which fubfilt between France and thefe Staies,
and I find them drawn up in a manner very inal-
terly. The minifters appear to Lave undéritood,
to the moft minute particulars, the interefts of
France and of thefe states ; and we know that a
perteét knowledge is the foundation ot what is
exceilent in cvery performance of the mind. The
poet telis us, that ¢¢ good fenfe is the pr.acipie
and ifoundation of goed writing ® ;" and, «¢ that
i we are mafters of our fubjeét, we fhail be agic
-to find out apt expreffions ;1" and St. Luke teiis
us, that he undertakes to write his goipel; ¢¢ be-
cauie he had perfect knowledge of thele matters.”
The aftairs of america and France were well
«Bring to (=t in order a chaos, and {fome- underftood by thofe concerned in drawing up
ucabe will end, by feeing that he does not un- - thefe treaties. The plan is extenfive and com-
®iid that which he had couceived ne did un- prehends every poflible intereft of the two na-
sitand, Such confufion in a trc:\ryint'aslibly tions, not only for the prefent, but for the tu-
nounces, that the minilters have negotiated at  ture time. Tie ideas are precite, with regard to
hza.0, and without having any certal aud pre- thefe interefts. The “order is luminous; the
it 1deas of the affairs witn which tiey were ens  language is unambiguous,and ,clear. 1 do not
ulted. some are willing to imprels on taelr find one term, on which the wit of iman, ferving
caties that character ot fineffc and fubtity, the purpoies of his dithonetty, can raife a duoi-
itich they have cmployed in the courte of their ous coriftrugtion. I his will appear to the world
egotiation, 1 hey avoid the proper terol, €ven  to conftitite no mean part of the excelience of
bn they have no interelt to_avoul it they, af- the ttipulations; for while it refleéts honour on
& odfcurity, an.l fp:ak nothing fuliy out. We thole wio were engaged to draw them up, 1t has
ult divine their meaning, and yet cannot latter laid the foundation ot a harmony which may be
urfelves that we fhall be abie to divineat. They perdurable. There can be no debate between
il you of a minifter of ttuly, who boafted wi the fpirit and the letter of the treatizs; and the
puch feif.apprabation, that he had never fpoken, minds of men being pertectiy fatisfied with re-
critical conjunétures, but in fuch a manner gard to the intention of them, will be difpofed to
hat it might be interpreted in cither way, Am- oblerve, with good faith, the ailiance which tuey
a1dors cannot dreis an article, without infert- have eftablithed.
hg in it fome fuperduous claufe; and they
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Ih)c abbe Mably oblerves, ¢ that it is not fo
y as one may {uppole, to give a good form to
treaty, which embraces many opj:&ts.  How
ay pienipotentiaries, fays that judicious writer,
ve well deferved the reputation which they
ve acquired, and yet have tailed 1n this work !
2 is at a lofs to furiow them ; no order in their
<as, no toread witich connects the patticuiars ;
it thrown out at randoin; the reader who
ouid mean to underftand, muft begin by en-
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committee, rove, by this, thac they do not undertand the
 Q N, clerk. [Fairs of which they treat, Frequentiy httle ¢ —o Sapere ¢, rede feribendi
—————hatters are inflated by them, thar vahity ieading Principium & Joui—" o >

* or, Sat.

bem to confider thefe as inportant objects : they

purehend that their megotiations will acquire

e inors majefty, and th:y do but dilcover the
tienefs of. lfmr own minds.’”

So far the judicious abbe : And without doubt,
fhere is great torce of truth in thefe words ; tory
b nake.an abie negotiator, it is sequifite that he
nderand the cammercial and temvitorial inter-

of the refpeitive, ftates ; what it- may be ne-
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major-general Lincoln, commanding the

plication to re- fary to acquire, to give ftability and fafety 10 yigops- in the Southern department, retarned
ed of to others. JIR1s own caule ; what it a3y be proper to ceds, )iere from the Southward. s

VIDSON. A order to remove fulpicion and jealoufy from '} att Sunday arrived here from Cape Frangois,
-—— e minds of the enemy; and what may bethe the brig- Content, captain Williamfon ; floop
er ot COARsE JRIErehs and the fentiments of the neighbouring: Good-lntent, captain Allen 3 and floop Family-

awers, with regard to the filpulations of the
breaty. . Nor is it enough to comprehend the pre-
RNt Jaterefts andsvie\u of the feveral ﬁf_atu, bat
0 to perceive the fpringing and flible inter-
s that may exift irl:,“;:%unrg, fo a?‘t)o adjuft the
icles of the treaty with regard to thelg, and-u

y the foundatian of “y.general and laiting con-
ord.. When thefe. are underftood, it is. requi-
te to be abie to condenfe the ideas, and to bring
fhem clearly fato one point of view j -togive pau-
Bity; and 2t the fame time arrangemeut to the
icles. For, as.an army drawn up in ogder,
vhether in {quare, wedge, or in coluutn, or.with
“(f and .in«in battley can be takea in by the.
ot imple eyey and, as in -the difcourfe of an
bratur, the arguments placed in their proper ore

‘Crader, - captain Stiless .
everal veflels arrived lately.at-ghe cape dif-
mafted, in-a gale of wind, whith happened
abuut the middie of 1aft month, one of whom
Lad raken up and brought in' the crew of a veffet
from New-York for Hallifax.—Captain Nichol-
fon; in & veflzl from Philadelphia, arrived lately
at the'Mole in a fhatiered; coadition, having loit
aft his matts, and was-obliged to throw his gund
orerboard, in the above gale of wind,
PHIL ADEL ? 'ﬂ? A, Dée. 6.
ExtraB of a Letter frem Mr. Hmdrj‘ Hocfl, burgo-
maufler of 1b¢. city of Amflirdam, .0 bis friend iz
Coanefirens, dated ihlb ot i TR
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tion for you, I have however often withed, tbat
Gad may conduét and fave you, and by his affif-
tance may be the means to promote the happi-
nefs and profperity of our dear country, with
that of the ‘i hirteen Uiited American States.
How rejoiced fhall ) be, if 1 can contribute any

{ , C thing.toit: I knew no greater joy on earth or
Gve lawfuits between the parties, {0 in a compsct  more agreeable aréfar for my foul) than wien

the Almighty enabies me to promote tne happi-
nels of my iclow-creatures, under whatever ciie
inate they might be bern.

¢ It is.not impoflible to imitate the deity,
fromﬁwhom ;ve‘ have received ali, more than to
{acrifice joyfully iite and property, tor the de-
ftruétion lauzvd br);aking of thi:: 1igv:z ties, an. to

preterve our poftérity Yrom favéry. North- s-
merica, as long as the world latts, can iory,
that in her are tound fuch men, as are encued
with wifdom, knowiedge and braveiy, to pros
cure to a numerous nation, and by naturc a
blefltd cxtenfive country, the greateit trea urecn
earth, I mean ioerty, {o as to proc.aim witueut
fear ot the inquifitions, GO D ony 15 wur KINGI
That king ot kings, | hope, fhail furtner cone
dué the Awerican heroes by nis fpunt, nd pre-
ferye them fron ail mistortunes. . heie arc iny
prayers and withes, afiure thofe nobie tou.s ‘here,
of my name, who juftly may be c:li-a the ta-
thers ot their country. 1n a little while 4haii all
the natiohs of the earth acknow e ge the inde-
pendcnce of North- Aurcricas w il the Lug fh
are difabled to have their commands obejed;
trey fhail Le deprived ot peopie and waoney, ond
compeiied to make peace with the powers tiey
are at war with, &.. &

We have the greaten reafon to exp. &, that by
the muititude o triends amonglt wi 1anss of
peopic in the different provinces ot the United
Netheriands, etpeciddiy by the open protectors
of liverty in the city ‘ot Amfterdam und otner
places that they will ever.baance any preju-
dicial refolutions of tuch provinces as have not.
feeling enough to mawtain their own iiberty,
much lefs tnat ot the North-,ymerican States.

A friend to the country obferves, 1hat itisa
matter much commendable to ail inercnants of
the United :tates of America, Whe are taciag
to Holiand, to examine into the chaiacters of
their correfponuents there, fo tuat the iw et
¢moluments ot trade aud comnierce thou.d rot
1all into hands wiio do not delcive it; asticic
are as well tories in Hoiland, as in Anierica.

For the fake of juftice we can affure the pub-
lic, ihat Mr. john Le Neutvilie and fon, a
mercantise boufe in Amfterd.m, has been trom
the beginning ative and fiiendly to tire Ameri-
can caufe, from pure motives of its jutice 5 and
the Aamericans have always met with comiort
therg ; that worthy genticinan has even ordered
from time to time his triends in L.ngiand to have
the American prifoners afliited with very confi-
derable fums of money. )

On the a4th of Auguft, the brig Amfterdam,
an American veflel, commanded by captain bia-
gee, laying at anchor in the Stee, was vifited by

2 Holland a:muraity veflel, the officeis of which

went on board of captain Magee, and the Ame-
rican flag was {aluted by them with all honour,
. The fhip Heury, captain Burk, trom Buiton
for this port, was drove afthore on isriganune
Beach, in a gale of wind laft’ week : the people,
cargo, rigging and matcrialg are faved, but the
veflel is loit.

£x1-a8 of aletter frem a gentleman of wndeubted
charaéier and wveracity, to bus pruma in tkis city,
dated at Adicant, Sept. 23, 1779. :

¢ The combined flcets of France and Spain,
are compofed ot 66 thips.of the line, befides tri-
gates, bomb ketches aud fire-fhips, weil manned
and provided’ with every ncceflary : they are 1

ur(uit of 3dmiral riardy's flect, compeled of 41
Bxip:.ofvtlpe litte, befides fyigates, w:i0 avoid an
engagement with fuch a fuperior force.. They
have necvertheleis taken four Britifh fhips of 64
and 74 guns. :

«¢ ", here are 500 tranfports ready for fea, on
the coaft of Brittany, who are to tqke.on voard
60,000 ¢hoice troops in order to laad them in
Lngland, g o .

« Gibraltar is befieged by 10,000 picked Spas
nifh_troeps, who age advangiag their.treenchesy
that pore i 2o Blasbed pn by fgmad=os ol tte
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