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have been favoured with a tranflation of tbe
ollowing MARNIFFsTO, publithed by permif-

scfition of‘ kon at Bourdeaux, "
99‘»";%;«_ M AN I F E S T o
J{} i;cehighf' the motives of the condu& of the king of
Uity 3"4.' France relative to Great.Britain,

2N ALOW. = H E N by permifion of Divine Pro-
h. hastte ‘;E{ vidence his majelty afcended the
e fedt ac- W N& throne, . France enjoyed the moft '
ticn cf the profound peace. His majefty's firit
nosneng, . S care was to manifelt to every power
atte d tie, ¥ ire ie had to render it permanent. All
0 thz fol world applauded this happy difpofition ; the
¢ ¢l cvery | g ot Great-Britain in- particular teftified his

he time re. isfaction, and gave his majeity the moft point.
itant ceath afurances of a fincere friendthip. I his reci-

¢ be folot cation of fentiments authorifed his majefty to
ieldme to lisve that the court of London was at laft dif-
towiti any fed to purfue a mcre juflt and triendly line of
ip.  Abs ~dvt than what it had done fince the conclu-
aiins, the N of the peace in the year 1763; and that a
rving inils. 7 would be put to the arbitrary proceedings to
ifficient fe- hich his majefty’s fubjects " had been expofed
> the com. | ce that time in the four quarters of the world.,
‘thofe cha. | i majefty was the more perfuaded that he could
ous oit the | Bend onthe fincerity of the king of Gueat-Bri-
)y motning :n's proteftations, as the revolution which has
coll:ét and e taken place in America had then begun to
ted at dto. ai¢ its appearapce in a manner very alarming
b Great-Br1 ain, But the court of London «on-
13j. corz lering that as fear or weaknefs, vf;hidChr w;‘_x on.
v the effe€t of his majeity's pacific difpofition,
”‘-‘“‘ff-’?\ -] purfued its antient l)y'ﬂcn[:, and continued
2y 1779. b vexatious aéts of violence azaint the com-
1 Muibur erce and navigation of his majefty’s fubjeéts,
7, déceated, . S, majeify, judging of the king of Great-Bri-
1 ord 17444 in by his own tertiments, laid oefore him with
hand pad, S createlt fincerity all his complaints, confi-
‘.G:._-odn_d, b ntF;upc&jng that they would be redreffed.
1 his heirs, omorer, his majefty heing informéd’of the
and, ciled | hauraffments in which the affairs of North-A-
put i.n an.d perica had invoived the court of London, avoid-
me tiil his R 10 augment them by infitting in toa ftrenuous
fubfcribes, manner on ‘the reparations which the Britith
e, and now initry continwraily promifed and evaded.
the faes Such was the ficnatton of the two courts, when
the parties, Bihe proceedings of th® court of London forced
ccording to antient colonied to fly to armyiin order to
simewics de-  Muintain their 1ighty, their p:iv?egn and their
rthe beac-  Eerties, All the world is Acquginted with.the
var | (Goon-  Bbocha of this event ; with the nisny ineffeual
0, 158 fuds tps which the Americans tovk to -regain the
ot the ad f:tion of their mother country; the manner
vim_mtt.a: i which Great-Britain reje@ed them; and laft-
0 siume ¥, the. declaration 'of Independence, which was
er deed zad d neceffarily muft have bBeen the refult.
{liry afie The atual'war in which the United States of
ble Wikism erica were neceflarily involved with Bnglénd,
the cﬂj}.ﬂf ied them to open a co:mmunication' for dj
city, wixh Skmmerce between them and thie other Eur
the fubfa wers ;_his majefty wouid tiave betra iu th;
"8nd, Jamcs poft effential interetts of his kingdom, i(y e ha
fore maksg ifed to admit them into his ports, and }iad

oviuce 3a Bt allowed them a participation

of the advan:
enjoyed by all vther Rations. 7
This ‘juft and wife condut, pradtifed by mof¥

e, that { iz the commercial ftates in kurope, en?agtd the
biy, at thex Joart of Great.Britain ' to take the liberty of
14 autbarey” Jegakidg the bittéret comptiints and reprefentas

%, perfuaded, nodouut, that thelangtige of

oin from France: an imghcit_ddﬂ!nce. Jo
it idecent proceedings ifntzjdgbﬁﬂl replied’
* calmnefy, juftice and reafon, "informed’
be King of reat- Britain in the molt explicit
At BE wras ot nor did-he pretend to be!
Idge of the woarrel between him and hivan-*
et colgnies'y thag it didanot belang to him to
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cuftoms of thé feas, all his fubjets who fhould
contravene his orders. His majefty -wene gfill
further; he obferved with the moft fcrupulous,

attention the execution of the ftipulations of the ’

treaty of commerce figned at Utrecht, although
Great-Britain had, at the time, refuled to ratify
every part of it, and daily infringed it. His ma.
jetty confzquently gave orders that the American
privateers fhould not be fitted out in his ports,
that they thould not [ell their prizes nor remain
in them beyond the time limited by the treaty
abovesmentioned. He alfo enjoined his fubjeits
not to purchafe the faid prizes, and threatened
the tranfgreflors of his orders with the confifca-
tion of their property. But all thofe aéts of
fuch remarkable complaifance, and fo much fi-
delity in the ftrict obfervance of a treaty which
he niight have regarded as null and void, were
far trom fatisfying the court of London, which
pretended to make the king refponfible for every
tranfgreflion, while the king ot Great-Britain
himfelf, though aflifted by a tormal a&t of par-
liament, could not prevent his own merchants
from fupplying the colonies with merchandife,
and even with ammunition,

It is eafy to conceive how much a refufal to’

comply with the arbitrary pretenfions of Great-
britain muft haye wounded the felf-love of that
power, and rekindled her antient animofity a-
gainft France. She was the more irritated as fhe
vegan to experience areverfe of fortune in Ame-
rica, where every thing prognofticated an irre-
concilable feparatien from her antient colonies,
and the inevitable loffes that muft enfue, and as
fhe Taw France availing herfelf of a part of that
commerce, which fhe iad imprudently driven a.
way, and taking meafures to render her flag re-
fpectable, .

All thefe reafons together augmented the'def-
pair of the court of London, and induced her to
cover the feas with privateers, under commiffiofrs
of a truly effenfive nature; to violate, in the
higheft degree, the faith of treaties; to inter-
rupt, on the moft frivolous and ablurd pretences,
the commerce and navigation of his majefty's
fubjeéts ; to arrogate a tytannical empire on the
open feas ; to prefcribe laws artitrary, unknown
and inadmiffible ; to infult on many occafions his
majefty's flag, and, in fine, to violate his terri-
torial Yights both in Europe and America, in
the moft infulting and outrageous manner.

" If his majefty had: been lefs influenced by the
_rights of humanity, if he had lefs valued the
blood of 'his fubje&s, if inftead of following the
finpulle of his own difpofition he had only con.
fuited his wounded dignity, he would not have
fiefitated a2 moment to have made reprifals and
repelled the infult by force of arms.

- “But his majefty ftified his juft refentment. He

33 willing, to go to the utmoft extent in the
line of moderatidn, becaufe he fill entertained
fo_favourable an opinion of his enemies,. as to
ﬂxtfcr himfRlfthat by fuch moderation and friend-

ly remonttrinces he cduld bring about'a reconci.

Illatfén which thieir own intereft required. On
“thefe confiderations the king laid befure the court

of London ml_his compiaihts, *accompanying.

them with the moft ferious. remonftrances, being
determined not to fuffer the king of Great-Bri-
tain tg entertain the leaft doubt of hiy firm refo.
lution to fupport lis own dignity, defend the
‘rights and jhterefts of his fubjeéts, and maintain

t{'ne'reff)e& due, to his gag , r
.:Bugsthe court of London affected to pafs over
with coptemptuous filence the greateft part of the

re ces m3 1
a'nlg'o\?bﬁ it déigned to anfwer, made no difficul-
ty to deny. the gmoft authentic fats, advancing
principlea can| 0" the ‘rights of mations, to,
treatjes and e faws, and to encourage judg-
.ments and coufifcations contrary to all juttice ;
at the Jame timg rcfufing the right of appeal.

d oblige hym to treat 1he A WAit thecourt of ‘Loiidon was thus puttiog;
1, to fhgt hiin;ph'i againft rhc:: .~ the hti?m_d long fuffering of his majefty
P probibit his, oyen’ fubjr&s fro ! tg a_ffpre "trisl; they were going on in their,

- afationy apd armaménts which”
potts, ql}%ﬁf“m-- .“u,.i,-‘obieg-" .‘?;.’ '
is majefty .
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his % dijty tq imake preparations for :
preventing E":Jﬁfgé‘_ﬁzﬁl of lru ¢nemy, and
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In this fituation of affairs his majefty, who
notwithftanding, his prefling interefts, had until
this time refufed the offers made to him by the
United States of America, found that he had not
a moment to lofe in_forming connections with
them. Their independence was declared and
a&tually eftablithed ; Great-Britain herfelf had in
2 manher acknowledged it, by fuffering the con-
tinuance of a&s which appertained to fovereignty.

Had it been his majefty's intention to deceive
Great-Britain, and lead her into falfe meafures
by keeping her in error, he would have conceal-
ed with the utmoft fecrecy his engagements with
his new allies. But the principles of juttice *-
whicH had guided his majety, anid the fincere
defire he liad to preferve peace, induced him to a
more noble and fincere condué ; he thought it
his duty of his own accord to enlighten the king- -
of Great-Britain, by notifying toflim the con--
neétion entered into with the Unitgd States. —

Nothing could be more fimple ind lefs offen-
five, than the declaration his majefty's ambafla-
dor delivered to the Britith miniftry,

.~ But the council at St. James's did Hot view it
in the fame light, and the king of Great-Britain,
after having broken the peace -by recalling his
ambaffador, reprefented to his parliament his
majefty’s behaviour as an a& ofPhoRilily, as a'
premeditated and formal aggreflion. Yet it
would be unreafonable to imagine, that the re.
fentment of the king of Great-Britain arofe from
his majefty's acknowledgment of the indepen-
dence of the United States. That prince furely
was not fgnorant of all the examples of this kind
which are found in the Britith annals, and evemr
in thofe of his own reign. His refentment arofe
from another principle. The treaty of France
fruftrated the plan formed at London, of a mo=
mentary and precarious coalition with America,
and difcencerted the fecret proje@ts which had
influenced bis Britannic’ majefty to fuch a mea.
fure. The true caufe of the animofity, which
the king of England manifefted, and was com-
municated to his parliament, was, that he could
not re-upite the Americans to his crown, and
arm them againft France, .

Such an extraordinary condu& evidently de-
monftrated to his majefty what he had to expe&
from the courtof Eondon; and, if any doubt
had gill remained on this head, his majety would
foon have found proot in the immente prepara.
tions which were redoubled with the moft afto.
niﬂﬁng precipitation in all the Britifh ports.

Such demoaftrations, fo manifetly dire&ted a.
gainft France, became a Jaw to his majefty, He
put himfelf in a condition to repel force by force,
With this view he haftened the Armaments in his
ports, and fent a fquadron to America under the
command of count d’Eftaing.

It is riotorious that the forces of France were
firft-in 2 condition t6-act. It was in his powet
to ftrike the moft unexpeéted and fenfible blow
on Great-Britain, It fhall ever be confeffed that
his majefty had entertained the thought, and
that he waa on the point of executing his pro. -
je€ts, when the very name of peace flopped him,
_He was informed by his catholic majetty, that
the court of London thewed fome defire of a re-
conciliation, through the’ mediation of Spain.
This monarch was not willing to appear asa ___
mediator, until he had clearand pofitive afurance
of being accepted, and without being informed
of the principal obje&ts which'were to form the
bafis of the nggociation, i

His majefty recejved this overture, with a f1.
tisfaion proportioned to the defire he always
bad for the maintenance of peace. Although
the king of Spain at firkt declared that it was ina_
different to him, whether his mediation was ac<,
cepted or refufed ; and though notwithftanding
be had thefe propofals; be lcft the king his ne-
phew arfull liberty to a& according to hisown
views, his majefly not only accepted the media-
tion, but fmmedyiaiery'“ﬁnpend the failing of
his flest from Breft, and confented to commauni-
cate his conditions of e, as foon as Great-,

ritain fhould in a pofitive manser fignify ber
efire of reconcilialion,, on terms comprehending,
the United ptates of America, which France.
from principles of duty as well as inclination
cpuld pot abandon. Z

L For 1hg remainder fov he i puge, § - |




