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Gw a few Indians, killed and ‘fcalped two; the

rett fied. 1 wo runners were immediately djf-
patched to me with the account, and inlormed
that the party were ofl their return, W!;gn the
briuge was aimoft completed, tome of themi came
in and intomtd,-tbme'nmt Boid, and moft
of his yarty, wereal rounded by.the enc-
my ; that the enemy had been difcovering them.
fezlﬂ bejore him for forne ‘miles ; that his mien
had killed_two, and were eagerly purfuing the
seit ; but foon found themfelves almoft furroun-
ded by three or four hupdrcd Jodians and ran-
gers. hofe of Mr. Boid's men, who were fent
to fecure his flanks, fortunateiy made their efe
cape; but he, with fourteen of his party and the
Oneida chief, being in the centre, were cum-
pletely encircled. ~all the light troops of the ar-
my, and the flanking diviflons, were immediate.
Jy detached to their relief ; but arrived too late,

the enemy havipg deftroyed the party and efcap-
d. .

; It 1pp¢“& our men had taken to a fmall

grove of trees, be ground around it being clear

on every fide for feveral rods, and there fought
till Mr. Boid was fhot through the body, and
every man killed, except one, who, with his
wounded commander, was made prifoner. The
firing was fo clofe before this brave party was
deftroyed, that the powder of the epemy's muf-
kets were driven into their fleth, IA.ghis con.
4i@ the enemy muft have {ujfered mux, as
they had no covert, and our men were pofieiled
of a very advantageous one. ‘This advantage of
round, the obftinate bravery of the party, with
fome other circumftances, induced me to believe
their lofs muft have been very confiderable.
They were fo long employed in removing and
{ecreting their dead, that the advancing of gene-
ral Hand's party obliged them to lcave one along
fide the riflemen, and at lealt a waggon load of
cks, blankets, hats and provifions, which they
r:d thrown off to enable them to aét with more
agility in tne ficld; moft of them appeared to
have appertained to_the rangers. Another rea.
fon which induces me to {uppofe they fuffered
much was, the unparalieled tortures they inflict-
«d upon the brave and unfortunate Boid, whofe
body, with that of his equally unfortunate cam.
anivn, we found at Chinefce. It appeared they
ﬁad whipped them in the mof cruel manper,
puied out Mr. Boid's naili, cut off his nofe,
plucked out one ot his eyes, cut out his tongu,
ftabbed him with fpears in' fundry places, and
infi@ed otker tortures which decency will not
rmit me to mention; laitly, cut oft his head,
and left his body on the groungd with .that of his
unfortunate companion, who ?ppczr:d to have
experienced nearly the fame favag barity.
The party which, it feems, Mr, fel{ in
with, was commanded by Butler, 3nd had B&n
potted on an advantageous piece of ground, in

8 order to fire upon our army when advancing ;

but found their defign fruftated by the appear-
ance of this party in their rear,

The army moved on that da the caftle laft
mentioned, which confifted ggs houfes, and
had very extenfive fields of €offf, which being
deftroyed, we maved on the next day to Chine-
fee, croffing in our rout a deep creek and ‘the
Little Seneca river ; and after marching fix miles
we reached the caftle, which confited of 128
houfes, moftly very large and elegant. The
town was beautituily fituated, almoft! encircled
with a clear flat which extends for bex of
miles, where the moft exténfive fields of corn
were, and kind ot vegetable that can be
conceived. The whole army was immediately
tnf'& ed in deftroying the crops. The corn was.
c: leSted and burned in houles wd&km:
Sbe enemy might not reap the lea
¥rom it, zh‘lch‘mexhod we have purfued in every.
vother place,  Here 2 woman canie to us who had

~But

‘firoyed by a fmall p:

that €anada - could not fupply them with provi-
figns ap Niegara; that hl:? uld epdeavour to
colledt. iors to 2fift in the defence bf thit
he_was "of an opimion thi3 ‘army
fiege to, and the women'and children
, fend_into Canada, ~ After haying de-
ed this town, :beypdd which 1 was informed
thete wis it ment; and deftroyed all their
Hodfean that quarter, the army hav.
ing been advancing feventeen days with the fup-
Ply of provifions ‘before mentioned, .and that
gucg reduced on .tl':;’imarch ‘by itciddt:,tdw?
¢ Cayuga country being as yet impenetrated,
thought lst‘q flary to rcxmmyeu'foo}:n as poffible,
in order togffe® the deftruion of the fitle-
ments in thafquarter. The army therefore be.
ﬁ-m its march’ for Konadafagea the eighteenth
ay from its leaving .Newtown. " At Konadafa.
gea I was met by a Sachem from Oneida and
thiee warriors, one of whom-1 had fent from
Catharine's with a letter, a copy of which I have
the honour to enclofe congrefs; they delivered
me a meflage from the warriors of that nation
refpe&ing the Cayugas; copies of that, and my
anfwer, I alfo enclofe. From this place I de-
tached colonel Smith with a party down the weft
of Seneca lake, to deftroy the corn which
a® been cut down, and to deftroy any thing
further which might be difcovered there. I then
detached colonel Gran(wbrth with one Hundred
men to” Albany to forward the baggage of the
York regiments to the main drmy, -and to take
with him fuch foldiers as were at that place, I
dire&ed him to deftroy the lower Mohawk caftle .
in his rout, and capture the inhabitants, con-
fifting only of fix or feven families, who were
conftantly employed in giving intelligence to the
enemy, and in {upporting their fcouting parties
whien making incurfions on our frontiers; When
the Mohawks joined the enemy thole few fami-
lies were undoubtedly left to anfwer thofe pur-
pofes, and to keep poffeffion of their lands.
The upper caftle, now inhabited by Orkefkes,

out friends, he was dire@ted not to difturb.

With him I fent Mr. Deane, who bore my an-
{wer to the Oneidas. I then detached colonel
Butler with fix hundred men to deftroy the Cay-
uga country, and with him fent all the Indian
warriors, who fiid if they ¢ould find the Cayugas
they would endedvour to perfuade them to deli-
ver thenifelves up as prifoners; the chief of them
called Tegattelawana, being a near relation to
the fachem. I thén. crofied the Seneca river,
and detached colonel Dearbiorne to the weft fide
of the Cayuga lake, to deftroy all the fettlements
which might be found there, and to intercept
the , if they attemipted to efcape colonel
LChe refidue of the army paﬂl‘x):g on be-
tween the lakes towards Catharine’s, - Colonel
Dearborne burnt in his rout fix towns;. which,
including one which had betn before partly de-
; deftroying at the ame
time large quantities ot corn, He took an Indi.
an lad and three women grifoners’; one of the
women being very ancient,and the lad a crip-
ple, he left them, and -bfdught on the other two,
and joined the army on the evening of the a6th.
Colonel Cortland was then detached with 300
men up the Tioga branch, to feek for fettle-
ments 1n that quarter ; and in the fpace of two
days deftroyed feveral fields of corn, 'and burnt
feveral boufes, Colonel Butler joined the army
on the asth, whereby a compleat juntion was

formed at Conowalobala, on the 29th day after.

our leaving Newtown. 'Here we were met by a
plenty of provifions from Tioga, which'l had
‘previoufly direed:to be fent on. Colone]l But-
r déftroyed in the Ca: country ﬁv:‘g‘nnci-
pal towns and a number of fcattering houfes, the
whole making about one hundred in number,
exceedingly large and well built, He alfo de-
ed to hundred acres of.excellent corn,

with a number of orchards, one of which had in
it 1500 fruit-trees. Another Indian fettiément
was difcovered near Newtown by a pﬂ.ﬂl:, con-
fiting of 39 ngw houfes, which was alfo defiroy-

*been captured at Wyoming. She informed us.-ed.  The nomber of towns defiroyed by this ar-

‘the enemy had evacuated the town two days be--
Hore ) that Butler at the fame time went off with
Rhree or four bundreu Indians and , as

& (aid, to’ geta fhot at our army. This'was:

Rindoubtedly thre party’ which cut off licutenant,

Boid, §he mentioncd, they Kept runners con- .
Mantly out,-and that when our army was in fo--

‘tion the intelligence was communicated by a yell
m e b At

‘tonfufion » ¢ among them.
§be 3id; the worgen were co gging the

~ndiahy bad ittetapted to (hoor colonel Johnfon.

miy, amounts mf4,o, befides fcattering: houfes.
uantity of ¢orn deftroyed, at a moderato
e k‘ll!l!:lol;,’llmﬂ’. lmounE nt to x":ioo'o bng:lda,
ith 2'vat mng ol . ind,
M‘“ y cred:qd:d b«a'mced,‘““{nd the
whole mit?’-cxﬂéhd in -fearch of Indian fet-
tleinents, and L 3ts well perfoaded,
on¢ town, fitaate ndar the Allegany, about 5o

“miles 'from Clilnefed, there is.not a fingle town

left in the country of the Fi ions. .
beggi _ It isdnth 'nlr‘unf 1 (s that this
‘Wirtiors 85 file” for peace; an that one of the- vt

-forty men- in.
hov: Beiiars she

atch 3

armry has not-fuffered the |

the want of proper gujdes; and the of the
country are (o exéeedingly ¢ironcous that they"
ferve mot to'enlighten 'but to ex; - We had
not 3 finglé perfon who was fufficiently acquaint.
ed ‘with the country to condu& g out of
the Indian path by day or fcarcely in it b
night; Yhough they were the beft I ‘couid pofii-
bly procure. Tkeir ?norxnce doubtlefs arofe
from the Indlans having ever taken' the beft

medfures in their power to prevent their coun--
try's being explored. ° We had much labotr in
clearing out roads for the artillery, notwithftand-.

ing which the army moved from twelve to fix-
téen miles every day when not detained by rains;
or employed in dd{'oying fettlements.

I feel myfelf much indebted to the officers of
every rank for their'unparcileled exertions, and
to the foldiers for the unfhaken firmuefs with
which they endured 'the toils and difficulties at-
tending the expedition. Though I had it not in
command I thould have ventured to have paid
Niagara a vilit had I been fupplied with fifteen
days provifions in addition to what I had, which
I am perfuaded ffom the bravery and ardor of
our troops would have fallen into our hands., [
forgot to mention that the Oneida fachem re~
queited me to grant them liberty to hunt in the
countsy of the Five Nations, as they would ne.
ver think of fettling again in a country once
fubdued, and where their fettlements mutt ever
be in our power. I, in anfwer, informed him,
that I had no authority to grant fuch a licence ;
that I could not at prefent f“ reafon to object to
it, but advifed them to make application to con-
gress, who I believed would, in confideration of
their friendly condué, grant them every advan-
tage of this kind that would not intertere with
our fettlement of the country, which I believed
would foon take place. The Oncidas fay, that
as no Indians were difcovered by colonel Butler
at Cayuga, they are of opinien they are gope to
their le and that their chiéls will perfuade
them to come in and furrender themfelves on the
terms I have propoled. The army began its
march from Conowalohala yefterday, and arriv-
ed here this evening. After leaving the ncceffa-
ry force tor fecuring the frontiers in this quar-
ter, I fhall move on to join the main army.

It would have been very pleafing to this army
to have drawn the enemy to a fecond en -
ment, but fuch a panic feiz’d them after the firft
altion that it was impoffible, as they never yen-
tured themfelves in reach of the army, ner have
they fired a fingie gun at it on its march or in
its quarters, though in a country exceeding well
calculated for ambufcades. This circumitance
alone would fufficiently prove that they fuffered
feverely in their firft effort,

Congrefs will pleafe to pardon the length of
this narration, as I thought a particular and cir-
cumftantia] detail of facts, would not be difa-
greeable, efpecially as I have tranfmitted no ac-
counts of the progrefs of this army fince the ac-
tion of the zg9th ot Auguft. [ flatter myfelf that
the orders with which I was entrufted are fully
executed, as we have not left a fingle fettlement
or field of corn in the couatry of the Five Na-
tions, nor is there even the appearance of an In-
dian on this fide of Niagara. Meflengers and
fmall parties have been conftantly pafling, and
fome imprudent (oldiers who ftraggled from the
army, miftook the rout and went back almoft to
Chinefee without difcovering even the track of
an Indian. I truft that the fteps I have taken
with refpe@ to the Oneidas, Cayugas and Mo-
hawks, will prove fatistaltory. And here I beg
leave to mention, that.on fearching the houfes of
thofe preteaded neutral Cayugas, a number of
fcalps were found, which appeared to have been
lately taken, which colonel Butler thewed to the
Oneidas, who faid that they were thea convinced
of the juftice of thedteps I bad taken. The pro-
mife made to the foldiers in my addrefs at New-
town I hope will be thought reafonable by con-
grels, and flatter myfetf that the performance of
4t will be ordered. 2

Colonel Bruin will have the honour of deli-
vering thefe difpatches to your egcellency. I
beg leave to recommend him to the pasticglar
notice of congrefs, a3 an officer who, ogthis, a3
well as feveral other campaigns, has proved him~-
{elf an a&ive, brave, and truly deferving officer.
I have the honour to be, with the moft exalted
fentiments of efteem and refpe&, " .

Your excellency’s moft obedient
P -and humble fervant,
: JOHN SULLIVAN,
. His excellency john Jay, Efq;
Publifbed by erder of congrefi, =
" CHARLES THOMSON, fecretary,
Extra8 frem the misstes of the general affembly o
Pennfy i 10y 1779«
" On motion, Refelved saaxingmfly, « - - A

That, leaving to the judicial authosity of the L

fate ¥ détxrnine who';mnWh)Nh"/'




