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rom the PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE.
Numser IX.
3% OWE VE R defirable it might be
with France tofee the ftates of A-
H % merica in difunion with the.empire
of Britain, yet it did not confift with
XX the law ot nations and the faith of
atics, to contribute to that objeét, while we
rinued, in any fort, to be confidered as the
bjects of the ifland.  stilt more, it did pot
fift with the fafety of the kingdowmn to embrace,
caufe, until we had declared ourfelves inde-
hdent, and by a courfe of action, had evinced
¢ we were fincere in our dstermination not to
ommodate with Britain, or to fall back un-
her dominion. All that the court ot France
1ld Jo, was to hold out a fmiling countenance,
i, though laws and rettricts of commerce did
t, to caufe them to have a mild vperation.
r privateers were not admitted to carry in
btures to her ports, becaufe they could not bs
hdemned as prizes but by the judicial procefs
the maritime law; but her harbows were
n, even to vur armed veflels, for every other
pofe, and our merchantmen were received
h the utmoft holpitality, and proteéted in her
rts with the famne fecurity as the veflzls of her
n trade.

he court could not fend fupplies of military

s to thefe ftates; but, declaring commerce |

e, the did not prohibit individuals of the na.
, who at their own rifk might endeavour to
bply us.  All that it behooved them to know,
5, that if they were queitioned by the armed
Tels of Greax-Britain, and captured according-
as {upplying contiaband cosamoditics, it was

in the power of the fovereign to reclaim
m. Veflels were fitted out at the Tifk of indi-
fuals, and quantitic:,df‘animunition and ftores
every kind were {eft from Havre de Grace,
i from other ports of the kingdom, taking

their paffes for St, Pierre, or Mi uelon, and
ing unqueltioned in that direttion, until
hhin ‘a few leagues of the coaft, it was caly for

n to make the ports of Bofton, or fome port

the Delaware and Chefapeake bays, . Thus,

at the court could not do the nation did; and

nce, even before our independence was ac-~

owledged by her, contributed, in a very emi-
t dejree, to ‘fupport us in the conteft. She
pired our firft exertions. She kept alive our
pes. In every ftige of the debate, our liberty
been greatiy indebted to her guardianthip
d care,
he advantages ¢erived from the acknow.’
Bzment of our independence by the court of
nce, were great and extepfive. I do not con-’
five that they are underftood'by all. It is pol-
I= for a man to fix his eye on the rapidity of
pkes where they terminate in‘the center of a
ge wheel, and not much to mark the extreme
ints which defcribe a much gredtes’ circle in
fame fpace of time.-" France oppofed herfelf,
h vigour to the enemy of thefe coafts, and in-
e Wett-Indies, but at the fame time fhe check:’
, or rathtr, (he prekented altogether, the far-;
r negociations of Britain to*obtain troops from
e princes - of Germany.” The‘fe‘r'prin'r.es would,
careful not to offend the houfe of Bourbon,
the houfe of Auftria 'with whom fhe is con-
ed, by furnithing troops to obttruét the great
bje€t which France has in view, ‘the’indepen-
nce of thefe ftates.* It is demonitrative of this;
t the landgrave of Hefle, who had enteréd in-
a treaty "of that kind ‘ before’ France had’ de’
ired ' in our favour, ‘thought it ! neceflary’ to
e a’ friendly apoloigy to"that court, inform:
g ‘her, that ¢ the ftate’of his fitances ' bid
eatly ‘preffed hind' to ‘the’ engagement.” - We

d been-often told “of thirty thoufand Kuflidns-
bat were ‘to fail from the Balti¢, and to’ live

midR frofts and fnows on the plains of Northt
merica,” but, fince the interpofition 'of the
bart, of France, we héar little mgre ‘of them!

¥e know very well that in-the’ year '1131“21\:

bid of Hollagd and of England did hire -
thoufand:’ of _thee ‘people, tha: formidable
prquerory of the ‘Swedes, and, that': i
to Frahconid in Gennany they were at bard
B the #rar. - W kngw -alfo that in the yé
1) ;hkg‘w the ame 17og were
{&.uu, ‘from_the exiremities ‘of the /nerth,
o Ribg "ot Englabd, "o proéey Rimgvehs

‘and to carry ontheywu‘-ag'amft,l-'mce. But,
at that time, the influence,of our ally was not fo

extenfive at the Ottoman Porte, nor did 'the fame

jealoufy, and hoftile fpirit exift between the two
empires of Turkey and Ruffia, as  exifts at “pre-
fent. It was not therefore poffible to procure a
diverfion fo eafily on that fide.” The'zempire of
Ruffia was then rifing, but not fo mu *h the ob.
jec of attention with the grand turk.; Now, as
France has been happy .to mediate,a’peace be-
tween thefe two powers, fhe cohT?’more cafily
have contributed to encreafe the burning of the
war which had already burst out. ¥ 1his fhe
would have done, had Ruflia difcovered the leaft
difpofition to attend to the requifition of the

of the countils' of our ally. Thofe refulting’
from the operations-of her arms have been more
obvious." Un the failing of the count d’Eftaing
from the goaft of France, early in the year 1778;°
it was fufpe&téd by the enemy, ‘apd'in this fn({:i-

. cion thiey were right, that hi'defnition was the

bay of Delawaré. ' Orders were given to with:
draw the fleet from that river, and to evacuate
Philadelphia. This capital, the feat of congrefs,
and the lafeft harbour in the ftates, was delivered

“out of their poffeffion, and new ftrength given to

coure of Britain foliciting the body of troops,

of which fhe had been led to entertain’ the hope.

T he apprehenfion of the war with the "Turks,
which by the influence of France might be ex-
cited, and which might be kept alive againft her,
no doubt, weighed with the emprefs of Ruffia to
rejeét the folicitation of the king of Great.Bri-
tamn tor a body ot her troops to carry on the war
in America. But the yet uugopulatcd ftate of
her vait country alfo rendered it impoljtic for
this princefs to fend out her fubjeéts trom the
empire. It would be inconfiftent with her views,
which are to purfue the plan of the great Peter,
and by agriculture and commerce, and the cul.
tivation of the ufeful arts, to raife her people to
the civilization and politenefs of her more foh-
thern neighbours. But, at the fame time, we

are not to be unmindful of what truth and jul-

tice require us to inention, that the great virtues

“of the emprefs would difpole her to turn away

from the folicitation ot the court of Britain to
furnifh troops againft America ftruggling in a
juft caufe.. We have been made acquainted fome
time ago with her anfwer to the ambaflador trom
this court, ¢ that the would never tarnith the
glory ot her reign with the infamy of opprefling
thole who contend only for freedom, and jul-
tice.” This was a noble fentiment, and worthy
of an antient Greek or Roman lady. It does ho-
hour to@uman nature to find it in the breait ot a
fovereign who {ways with an abfolute command
three thoufand miles of an extent of empire, ‘and
has eighteen millions of fubje@s under her do-
minion. . ‘This princefs is, indeed, a truly amia-
ble woman. Born in Germany, fhe has had the
carlieft and the happieit education in all parts of
philofophical, and folid literature.” She herfelf
13 of a philofophical and elevated turn of mind;
greatly learned in the old as well as modern lan-

uages, and by her humanity, and love of jui-
tice, worthy of every praite. She is defervedly
efteemed an ornament to empire, even in an age,
when a fpirit of true philofophy is introduced at
almoft every court.'and‘('o,man{ greagp charac.
ters fill the throhes of the feveral kingdoms : in
an -age when Britain is almoft the only power
whicg is not foftened by the voite of reafon s the
alone remains black and filent, like the ¢ Ifle of
Mift” in the Todg of Offian. Philofophy has not
yét reached Her “heart, = It is to be found in the
books of her'fages, but not in the councils of
“Rer court. |No wonder them tirrthe-empreis
was unwilling to fend thirty thoufand of her fub-
je@s, to ferve the purpofes of the ambition of
this ifand, and to take leffons of cruelty ‘under
the orders of its generals.in the campaigns in
North-America. * ‘This. would have thrown juft
fo'rhany of her fubjeQs back from that point of
civilization to. which’ they-are’ arrived ; -'and
would have taught them a fpirit of devaftation,
and fevese barbarifm, which even the antiént in-
habitanti'of the'northern: countries never knew.
It fnay be therefore‘faid: that her love of univer-
fal jugtice; atttition‘to the interefty of her em-
pire,»and a defire’to. & with Turkey,
BiFpbied this princ{?'to -refédt thefoficitation of

'

Gtéat.Britain, 'Shie:kntwhthat*the influence of “been greatly, ferviceable-to the:generahjcaufe. I
France wai'great at e Vorte Mwidbefides, the  find my fentithents’ on this bad\"%? ¢
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our ‘affairs at home, "and "~ luftre and dignity
abroad. It was no fmall advantage to repofleis
this central city, convenient with its ftores and
wharfs, and happy in its buildings ta rective the
fcattered fAmilies who on the approach of the
enemy had quitted it, or thole from other towns;
likewife banithed by the rude foe, and who, in
different parts of the country, had not found it
ealy to fubfit. It was no fmall foundation of
eclat and brilliancy to regain it, as the miniftry
of Britain had here hoped to be able to give dei-
potilm to America. 1 his great event, the eva-
cuation of the city, was pruduced by the firft fail
bent by the count d'iftaing, in his adventure
from ths harbour of Toulon.

On ‘the appearance of the admiral on this
coaft, the predatory fpirit of the cnemy was
checked, and their armed veflels and their ficets
were fsin to hide themfelves in the harbour of
New-York, Every port was thrown open trom
Charles town to Bofton, and the commerce of
the feas was free. Commodities of merchancife,
and military ftores cf ail kinds, were received
from the iflands, and from™Europe ; and we were
no longer under any apprehenfion of extieme
juffering in the article of cloathing tor our army,
which happine(s we felt the more fenfibly, as in
the preceding winter near one fourth of our army;
from a want of this article, lrad been umfit for
duty while we lay at the Valley Forge.

4 he admiral, for fome time, blocked up the
fleet of the enemy in the harbour of New-York,
and reduced them to great diftrefs by the capture
of vefl:ls intended to fupply them with provi-
fions. In concert with the councils of the cone
grets he failed for: Rhode-Ifland, to co-operate
with general sullivan, in his attempt to reduce
the garriton of Newport. The encmy found it
neceffary to detach a confiderable budy of their
army to relieve the garrifon; and that they
might be able to throw in the reintorcement, the
flect appeared off the harbour of Newport, and
feemed to offer count d'Eftzing battle. 1he
count judging it of more confequence to give the’
enemy a blow by f{ea than to reduce halt their
forces on the land, drew out to attack them.
The Britith admiral, as the count had expected,
endeavoured to avoid the engagement. But this
would have been impoffible, as the count had al-
ready fallen in with the feet, when a fevere
ftorm, from which both fuffered greatly, obliged *
the one to retire to the port of Bofton, and the
other in a very fhattered condition from the en-

agement and the tempeft, to think himfelf
ﬁappy in being able to make the harbour of
NCW—YOP&".“ - iy L i

Thefe cperations of the count, thoughin fome
meafure difappointed hy the intervention of the
will of providence, werr, neverthelefs fuccefstul

to give a refpite of fecurity to the commerce'of

the ftates, and what was equally defirabie, per-

fectly to prevent the enemy from making a cam-
aign, ' 1'he detachment which they'were under
the neceffity of fending to-reinforce the garrifon
of Newport, fo weakened the main’ army: under
neral Clinton .at New York, that he found
imfelf unable to :take the field againft general
Wathington for the whaje fezion., =~ - 3
-The failing:of the cdunt d'ERaing for the
Wet-Indies; and his foccefsin thofe parts have

txprefled
%t to: make - the following - extraé.
by our renclr, mut:be’an heavy blow,
o Brittiny arid fetnduce much :to Jeftablifh’ thie
‘gﬁ_n‘ob}é&i‘oﬂ‘tﬂélal tréatyiof Paris, .the il
Sepitdence ind7EHSF dhe United Staey;
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