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Numsex VIIL
Y gt HE expeQation of America ‘was
x,quy turned towards - France, and
T not without reafon ; for.tlis nation,
y cq\ully with us, had felt the injuries
%% 3¢ of Britain, who had been fuccefsful
inft her in many. wars, owing not to a fuperi-
of difcipline, or valour in the troops of.
itain—but to the alliances which fhe had been
¢ to contra& upon the continent of Europe,
d to the refources which fhe drew from her
onies of North-America. _An illiberal and
nlightened Briton will attribute his fuccef; to
beriority of difcipline and valour, and will re-
fent his neightours, and efpecially the French
tion, 1gainf€ whom his hatred is intenfe; as
troons and cowards : but the liberal’and en-
tened Hume, an hiftorian of Britain, will
orm his countrymen, it they pleafe tg hear
n, that, as a ftgnding evidence of the ¢ gal-
Btry and military prowefs” of the French na.
n, ¢ the defeat given to thzir troops under
rthal Crcqui, at Confarbric, in Germany,
63, was almoft the only one by land from Ro-
bito B enheim, during the courfe of above 6o
s, and thefe too full of bloody wars a ainft
ent and martial enemies: their victories
al almoft the number of years during.that
iod.”
It was notea fuperiority of difcipline or valour,
fuperior advantages of naval (tores, and pro-
ons difd men drawn from this continen?, that
¢ to Britain the dominion of the fea, and
cefs Ly land, of late ‘years, and made her
midable, not to France only, but to other
.rs ot Europe. For, if the time fhould ever
tliat the could poffefs thef: fates in abfo-
¢ luhj-&ion, and could command their force
any part of the globe, and for any purpofe,
fe ‘powers muft have felt the preffure, and
¢ funk, aswe had done, bLeneath the domini-
of her ifland. _For it is reafonable to fuppofe,
t while this continent had made ofle wing of
e einpire, the would have fought'tobalance it
an-equal portion of the carth on the other

B'y means of thefe ftates, growing and advanc-
2 ev_erz"day, Britain had become formidable,
d efp

bcially to France, who had experienced™

rto be a haughty and rapacious nation, dif-
inful of peace, fizrce and bLloody in her wars,
d cruel and unfparing in the hour of viéto
ericans who have feen and have felt this will
fly telieve it and it only remains, in a few
ords, to accound for-it. -It is owingin m
binion, not fo much to her food, which is chiet-
flefh, and to theair of her ifland which is hea-
, and gives a {cvete and faturnine temper to
e conititution, ds to her infular and detached
uation from .the continent. For knowing lefs
the world tlan her neighboirs, her felf efteem
greater, and fhe has lefs emerged from the
rbarilm of the feiidal times, in which the
of the bards, and the maxims of the laws,
id the divided and hoftil= fituation-of—the feve-

Fchiefiains wating ‘with-each other, infpired a—pire, and have t

courage, and taught her temper, like the

th of Achilles, ¢ to claim .etery thing by

ms."® - When a pople edurated under thele
preffons, and in_this gradation of the focial

hte, it will be accdunted greater honour to ob:

in one .advantage by the dinit of perfonal -

d prowefs, than.a thoufand by the more flow,
It more homane and equitable methads of trea.
and accommodation, An Englithman fad

her ftrike two blbws thart {abmit to the drud-
ety of thinking oricé, Hence it is that the laws

‘nations can’ have little hold upen this people,
nd a-breach of fitlr is with them' no injuftice.
tleat, it hwml complaint againtt them

d, that they pay nat that atten.
ents and to treaties, whith ought
aciviliftd nation.. -
wonder. then that France, whofe faféty

on o en

No

68t have béen the firft facrifice to the &r\?winF
e t -

ower of Britain, has been alarmed at
elt, and for more thari hilf a century has care.
of this pawer, and
! ar, an
Logis XTIV

® Nibil om arrogat armis. Hot,

part of Franee, fmee

has beeri a defenfive war. Pedce has been her
objedt, and, in order to fecure it, fhe has found
it neceffary to ohferve and check the early inroad
of the power, whofe aim it was to dilturb it,
This was perfe&ly confiftent with the law of na.
tions, which jultifies any people in taking mea-
fures againft that power, who, by her over-
Erown rength, or by her avarice and ambition,

ad become formidable to her neighbours 4. It
is a law of nations, and it is a law of felf prefer-
vation with iadividuals, For Iam not to wait
until the point which is drawn againft me is
fheathed in my breaft, but I am to wreft it out
of the hand of the affaffin, and to turn it againft
himfelf. .

In the reign of Louis XIV. the paffion of the
nation as well as of the fovereign was for var;
but correfted by experience, and the writings of
her wife men, who have taught her that true
glory doss not confift in extenfive empire, but if
cuitivating ufeful arts, which render mankind
happy, it has Leen nows for many years the ob-
ject of her councils to maintain tranquility, to
improve her commerce, and be bappy in her
own dominion. Fenelon, by his very noble
compofiton, ftiled the- adventures of Telema-
chius, and writ for the expre{s purpofe of forming
the mind of the Dauphin, wnho was atterwards
Louis XV. contri utzd, with many others, to
enlighten the underftanding of the nation, and
to reicue them from that talle fenfe of honour,
which; to ufe the words of Hume, led that
¢« gallanit and polite people™ to covet fame by the
Juttre and renown of arms:but, as T have faid
before, it was equally the fad experience of the
calamities of war, even to the conquerors, that
has corre@ed their miftake, and taught them
true yolicy, even peace with their neighbours,
and happinefs in their own bounds. i

Cardinal Fleury, under Louis XV. wis a
peace-loving minifter, and every minifter fince
that perivd has been ftudious of preferving place,
and the utmo% regret has been exprefled by
them, when, from motives of dire&t felf-prefer-
vation, they have been under the ncceflity, at
any time, of declaring war,

From what we have explained of the councils
of the French nation, and which explanation 1
know myfsif to have derived from the molt per-,
fe@ knowledge of circumftances and reality, it
wahk Le ealy to be feen by every one, why it was
that France did not chute to: accept the offers
of Great-Britain ; offers greater than fhe could
have hoped to obtain by a ten years of fucce/stal
war : and thofe offers only to fecure her neutra-
lity in the controverfy with America; and from
whence we fhall be fed to afk what wouid not
Britain have conceded to procure her affiftance 2

dominion, the might draw upon herfelf the jea.
loufy of other powers, and their contederate
hothlity=— o
T his was liberal and enlarged policy, which,
like the maxims that guide the coniuét of the
aged and the wife, is lit laft fruit of a long ex-
erience. A young and uninftructed nation,
ike an uninformed individual, is apt to confine
ts attention to the advantages which lie imme-
diately before it, not confidering that the poflef-
fion of them may involve many evils, that will
ﬁna\:{ convert them to the preateft damage that
* conld poffibly befal that ttate or commonwealth,
Florus, an hiftorian of great judgment and re-
flettion, has obferved, that the governinent of
Rome mizht have been immortal, it fhe had con-
fined herfelf withifi the two leas of Italy. Itis
equaily to be believed that the kingdom of Ma.-
cedon might have exifted long, if, under Alex.
ander, it had not fought to cx end ittelt into
Afia: and the iike may be faid of Britain, that
fhe might ‘have been to this day.a happy and a
powerful nation, and free from any feeds of cors
ruption in her conftitution, if fhe gad reftraine
her ambition, and confined lier views to the
margin of her own ifland. L
"ITie policy of France, in this great crifis of
deliberation besween the offers of Great-Britain
and her attachinent t3 America, has been admir=
ed Ly all the world, and is indeed worthy ot the
countels ot a great and enlightened people. The
king ot England,. fore with chagrin, and burn.
ing with reéntment, had declared ¢ that he
would not only facrificzhis héreditary, e'etarate
of Hanover, but even rifk the fitety of his crown
of England, rather than not te able to (ubdu¢
his rebellious fubjets of the colonies of Northi-
Ameri-a.” But what would it profit France to
have received, or even now to reduce Hanover,
feeing that bounded in her own limits fhe'can be
more happ¥. A . G808
That France afpirés hct to more éxtenfive em-
pire, or ampler advantages of comunerce than fhe
now poflefles, is evident from that treaty into
which the has entered with the people of Ameri.
ca, in which treaty fhe has ¢ renounced for ever
the pofleflion of Bermuda, as wellas of any pait
of the continent of North-America, which bea
fore the treaty of Paris 1776, or in ¥irtue of that
treaty, were ackncwiedged “to belong to the .
crown of Great-RBritain, or to tlie United Statés,
Leretofore called ‘Britilh_colohieé, or which are
at this time, or have lately been \xddex_"th‘t power
of the king and crown of Great.Britain.” I{
was no farrifice of any of her wifhes, that France,.
in the tresty into which the has entered withr
thefe ftates, did not debate evéty article, and
endeavear to extort from u$ thé gudrartee of

But France well krfew, that though thefe offers Canada, of Nowm-Scotia, and. the t¥o Floridas,

would have added to her own firength, and, at
the fame time, have weakened Brifain, yet by
acce ting them the would have excited envyings
and jealoufies amongft. her neighbours, and have
laid the foundation of a thoufand wars waged
againft hedy\by the powers who muft have taken
the alarm at encreafed and accumulated em-
ed fuch confederacies, as in
the end would havaYrought her, after many
years of bloodthed, and g} fore debate, to heg
former fituation. Such confederacies were form-
ad againtt her under Louis and not even
w:;'t military fkill of Turems and Condé
more than fufficient finally to'Rrotéct her
own bopders. Ehe is therefore wife
kogw, that whatever advantages of dgter
empire or encfeafed ‘force fhe might acq
the offérs ahd conceflons ¢f Great. Britain,\yet
thé powers of Europe would not willingly have
ffered her to retaint them, _ This is the true fo-
dtion of what mit otherwifé appear a paradax,
that Prance, from the firfl mame
troverfy, pdid not the leaffattention to the offers

of Great-Britain, though)’ on the due hand,-

ediaté and; dire® ddvintages;
and, on the other hand, dut .2 contingency o
ifach and éveints, Tt1i the true key in this af
fdir, that pesité, hot powess .hap}Pme[v. ang not

theére were i

f
and 6& ¢onbue it to properboundi, B
0, O o wiight piited 1a the' dle

.. t'Barlamegoe. -
bE. Gk

mament of the con.” afk, hope or dcfire==nay,

Fher

vain-gloryy . wai the objedy of Fra ct =W 'j}é_
Vo, i) ing to reduce The, poirs 6 *{xsﬁ&ﬂ,
3 -CATE
SR = debs Inir ofiod¥ affahy Mid propofiti
: 7 .im council, it was decided, m‘?lim ma?ﬁ" was

and fome conceflions of exclufive advantages of
commerce confined to her fhores: For fhe well;
knew that the poffeffion of this territory, or of
thete advantages, would not promcte what fhie’
had in view, the happiréfs artd peace of her em.’
ire. Other powers would not have ceafed ta.
E:\vc given her caufe of uneafinefs, until fhe had
returned to her fcrmer fituation of 'a fair and
equal Tevelwith themfelves:: T TELIT :
pat efpecially it was the ctear and command-
ing thought of France, in the treaty irto which,
fhe eritered with us; that fhie could ot hape to
obtain from it conftant and perennial fatisfaction,.
unléfs it was_placed upon the broad bafid of
equality: 1t ‘one grair of untgail- weight was.
. found on one fide, it svould throw it déwi, A-
merlea for the préfent might fubmit to it, but,
after fome time fhie would revolt, and feek to
rite proper and eiect, and unbrndéd 16 the orlg,
fite or to the other. France fenfible of this, and.
wifhing our amity to be perpetual, would not.
“fhe would not fuffer’

th4t one circumitance fhould be concede'in ber’

favotir, or one advantage thould be tuken of ouuf
then Heprefied fituation. Tt mdy be worth while.
in fhiis place to repéat that® very nbble language.

of Monfieur Gerard, Royal Syndrl'cbf S!;a&ulgg; :
. and fecretary of his mijefty's ‘co il . of ftate,
and Tiow minifter of France t6 the(é flafes, whih,,
.on ‘t)f? i6th'of ‘ﬁzem‘bcr‘i"‘; 527, he. wi;;edpl'(
our plenipotentiisiés at if, .and in ¢d
tl_mh‘,s ﬁ ?'?Ilr of tFe Bingy*c thiax gftr’ lov%?a:%
fult) 7




