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SUPPLEMENT to the MARYLAND GAZETTE.

*F R I D A Y,

June 4 1779,

TO THE

INHABITANTS

OF THE

United 'States of AMERICA.

FRIENDS anp CQUNTRYMEN,

HE prefent fituation of public affairs d-mands

your moft ferious attention, and particularly
&\ the great and encreafing depreciation of your
19 T ':3;’;} currency requises the immediate, ftrenuous,
e 1, M™% and united efforts of all true friends to their
A ,}3’.* ,.-G", i country, for preventing an extenfion of the
19 v:3 .5:)\'2’. mifchiets that have alrcady flowed from that
M*““ fource.

America, without arms, ammunition, difcipline, revenus, go-
vernment, or ally, almolt totally ftript of commerce, and in the
weaknefs of youth, as it were with a ¢ ftaff and a fling™ only,
dared ¢ in the name of the Lord of Hofts” to engags a gigantic
adverfary, prepared at all points, boafting of his itrength, and
of whom even mighty warriors ¢ were greatly afraid.”

o

For defraying the exjences of this uncommon war, your re-

prefentatives in congrefs were obliged to emit paper money ;
expedient that you knew to have been before generally andAuc-
celsfully practifed on this continent,

They were very fen
frequent emiffions would be astended, and endeavoured to avoid

thesn. For this purpofe they eftahlified loan-offices fo early as
in CGtober 1776, and have from that time to thisfepeatedly and
earneltly folicited you to Iind them money on’the faith of the
United “States. The fums received on loan have neverthelefs
proved inadequate to the public exigencies. Our enemies pro-
fecuting the war by fea and land with implacable fury and with
fome fuccefs, taxation at home and borrowing abroad, in the
midit of cifficulties and dangers, were alike impracticable. Hence

the continued neceflity of new emiffions.

Eut to this caufe alone we do not impute the evil before men-
tiontd. We h ve too much reafon to hehieve it has been in part
en who have haftened to enrich them-
ceffiries of lite, and to the mif-

owing to the artifices of m
felves by monopoiizing the ne 3 1 .
condu& of inferior vficers empioyed in the public fervice.

The variety and importance of the bufinefs entrufted to your
delegates . and theiy conitant attendance in congrefs, neceflarily
difab'es them fromi inveftigating diforders of this kind. Juftly

apprehienfive ot themn, they, by their feveral refoluiions of the
and of the 3d and

and exe-
hefo ftates a due attention to thefe intereft:ng
affairs. How far thofe recou mendations have been complied

with we will not undert.ks to determine; but we hold ourfsives
t convinced

d in deteéting and reform-
r complaining of

22d of November and 2oth of December 1777, 204 €
gth ot February 1-78, recommended to the legiflative
cutive powers of t

bound in duty to you to declare, that we are no
there has been as much diligence ufe
ing abufzs as there ha» been in committing o
them. .
With regard to monopo'izers it is our opinio
dicioufly 1aid on fuchartic'es as become the objects
and thef: frequently colle@=d, would opsrate agal
cious tendency, of fuch practices. i

As to inferior officers employed in the public fe
x10usLy dfire to call your moft vigii

‘ceeding from ignorance, negligence or
of laws for infli€ting exemplary punifhments on a
this kind. '

We are forry to hearthat fome perfo
of their ow:r inter-its as to fuppolet
them to feil the produce of their farms a
alittle refl:&tion might convince the
thofe interefts and the general weltare.
to purchafe imported goods cheaper, they w
ditappointed ; for the merchants, who know t
returns in gold, filver, or bills of exchange, but t

the price of what they have to fell, in proport
what they have to buy; and confequently .t

duce than he could before. -
The evil, however, does not {top at “this point.
holder, hy a&ing on this miftaken calculation, 1s 00
to accumulate an immenfe debt ;
pences, for the payment of which his eftate 1s €
embarrals every meafure adopted for vindicating
{ccuring his profperity. .
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As the harvefts of this year, which by the divine goodnefs pro=
mife to hc_plcntHuI, will foon be gathered, and fome new mea-
fures re.ating to your foreign concer: s, with fome arrangements
relating to your domeltic, are now und.r confiieration, trom
wh ch beneficial effcfls are expeéted, we entertain hopes that
your aff+irs will acquire a much greater degiee of reguiarity and
energy tan they huve hitherto had. ; '

But we fhould be hghly criminal if we did not plainly tell
you that tho'e hopes are not founded whoily u on our own pro-
ceedings. Thele muft be uppoited by your virtue, your wif.
dom, and your diligence. Fiom the advanta_e ot thafe feats in
the national council with which you have honouted us, we ha e
a pleafing proipect of many bleflings approaching th s our na-
t}wc jand. It is your patriotiim muft introduce and fix tuem
i,

Intwin will it be for your delegates to form plans of cecono-
my ; to frive to ftop a continuation of emiffions by taxation or
loan, if ydu do not zealoufly (o opérate with them in promoting .
their deligns, and ufe your utmoft induflry to prevent the wafte
of monéy 4n the expenditure, which your refpetive fituations in
the feveral places where it is expended, may enable you to do.
A difcharge cf this duty and a compiiance with recommenda-
tions for fup;lying money, might enable congrefs to give {peedy
affurances to the public that no more emiffions fhall take place,
and thereby clofe that fource ot depreciation,

Your governinents being now eftablifhed, and your ability to
contend with your invaders afcertained, we have on the moft
mature deliberation judged it indifpenfzbly necefiary to call upon
you tor forty five miltions of dollars, in addition to the fifteen
millions required by a refoluti crefs of the 2d of Jan.a-
ry lat, to be paid into the continental treatury before the 1ft
day of January next, in the fame proportion, as to th: quotas’
of the feveral ftates, with that for the f2id fifteen millions,

It appeared proper to us to fix the firft cay of next January
for the payment ot the whole; but as 1t is probab.e that fome
ftates, if not all, wiil raife part pf the fums by inftallments or 0«
therwife before that time, we recommend in the ftrongeft man-
ner the paying as much as can be coileéted as foon as pollible in-
to the continzntal treafury. - ]

Though it is manifett that moderate taxation in times of peace
will recover the credit of your currency, yet the ertcouraemen
which your ¢memies derive from its depre.iation and the prefent
exigencies demand great and {pseuy exertions. &

We are perfuaded you will uie all pofiible carg tq,mgke the
promotion of the gencral welfare interfere as littlé d<’may be
with the eate and comfort ot incividuals ; but though the raifing
thef- fums fhouid prefs heavily on tome of our couftituents, yet
the obliga.ions we teel to your ven-ranle. clergy, the truly help-
lefs widows and orpha:s, your molt gallant, generous, merito-
rious officers-a. d foidiers, the public aih and the cgmmof weal,

fo irrefiltibly urge us to attemnpt the appreci.tion of your “ur-
rency, that we cannot withhold obediznce to thole authoritative
fenfitions. = i . Qg

On this fubjet we will only
are moit ple. tlag to our inn’ni
and an adherthee go, them mal fikely.
they wili ever be found to Le tae velt an
man yolicy. i h )

To our conftituents we fubmit the propricty and purity of
our intentions, weil knowing they wiil not torget, that we iay
no burthens upon them, hut thofe in which we pirticipate with
them—a happy- fympa hy, that pervades focictics formed un the
bafis of equal liberty. fvlany cares, mainy lahours, and may 'wc
not add reproache.—are pecuiiar to us. Toele are the eino.d=
ments of our unfolicited ttations;
if You approve our con:ut. If you do not, we thall return
to our private condition with no other regret, than thdt,which
will arife from our not having ferved you as acceptably and ef-
fentially as we-withed and ftrove to do, ‘though as cheertuly and

faith ully as we could. )

Think not we deipair of the commonwealth, or endeavour to
fhrink from oppofing drfficulties. No Your caufe is tvo good,
your objetts too facred, to be relinquifhed.
necaufe you are freemen who can bear
profit by them} and when they reach your en¢
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