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INHABITANTS

© © QF .THE
United States of AMERICA.

FRIENDS axp COUNTRYMEN, . -

£ cormeces e scoiHE prefent fituation of public affairs drmands
B ol o :.3 } your mott ferious attention, anq pnrticuiarly
i O @ e * ¢ the great and encreafing depreciation of your

}9. .,T.- ‘&"!" currency requires the immediate, ftrenuous,
3, 1M and united efforts of all true friends to their
;\ '}3’.5 __Q\ ‘ country, for preventing an extenfion of the
],@\ < .Qé mifchiefs that have already flowed from that
M““‘“’“ fource.

America, without arme, ammunition, difcipline, revenuse, gn-
yernment, or ally, almolt totally .lkript of commerce, and in the
weaknefs of youth, as it wers with a ¢ [taff and a fling™ only,
dared ¢ in the name of the Lord of Hofts™ to engage a gigantic
adverfary, prepared at a!l.po'mts, boafting of his ttrength, and
of whom even nighty waryiors ¢ were greatly afraid.”

For defraying the expences of this uncommon war, your re-

. prefentatives in congrefs were bbliged tu emit paper money ; an
expedient that you knew to have bezn before generally and fuc-
ceisfully praétifed on this continent. ) I ;

They were very fenfible of the inconvemences with which too
frequent emiffzons would be astended, and endeavoured to avoid
them. For this purpofe they eftablifhed loan-offices fo early a3
in C &tober 1776, and have from that time to this repeatedly and
earnettly foiicited you to lend them mioney on the faith of the
United “States. The fums received on loan have neverthelefs
proved inadtquate to the public exigencies. Our enemics pro-
fecuting the war by fea and land with implacable fury and with
fome fiiccefs, taxation at home and borrowing aprozd, in the
midit of « ificulties and dangers, were alike impracticable. Hence
the continued neceffity of new emiffions. )

Eut to this caufe alone we do not impute the evil before men.
tioned. We.k .ve too much reafon to behieve it has been in part
owing to the artifices of men wkto have haftened to enrich them-
felves by monopoiizing the necefliries of li‘e, apd to the mif-
condu@ of interior ufficers einpioyed in the public fervice.

The variety and importance of the buﬁ.nefs entrufted to your
delegates and thelr conftant attendance in congrefs, neceflarily
difab'es them from invcftigating diforders of this kind. Juftly
apprehenfive ot themn, they, by their feveral refoluiions of the
22d of Novenber and 20th of December 1777, a_nd of the 3d and
gth ot February 1-78, recommended to the legiflative and exe-
cutive powers ot thefe ftates a due attention to thefe intereftng
affairs. How far thofe recon.mendations  have been complied
with we will not undeft.ke to determine; but we hold ourfelves
bound in duty to you to declare, that we are not coavinced
there has besn as mudh diligence ufed in detecting and reform-

ing abufcs as there has been in committing or ‘complaining of

them. : 2 q
With regard to monopolizers it is our opinion, that taxes ju-
dicioufly 1atd on fuchartic'es as become the objects of engroffers,
1 nit the perni-

and thcf: frequently colle€t=d, would operate agai
cious tendency of fuch pratices.

As to inferior officers employed in the

~ xiousLy defire to call your moft vigiiant atte

duft with refpet to every fpecies of mifbehaviour,

‘ceeding from ignorance, negligence or
of laws fur inflicting exemp

- this kind,

- We are forry to hear that fome per
of their ow.t intercits as to fuppol
them to fell the produce of their farmsat
alittle refi-&tion might, convince them 5
thofe interefts and the general welfare. 1f they expect t".’"“‘l"
to purchale imported goods cheaper, they wili be egreglgu y
ditappointed ; for the merchants, who know they cannot obtain
returns in_gold, filver, or bills of exchange,

.f;!s if loaded hiere at all muft befll(‘)aded with ;;_r:: st
the price of what they have to fell, in proportt
wha‘t) they have to bn);'; and confequently the la_ndho\g.er g
purchafe no more forcign goods for the fane quantity ot his pro-
duce than he could before. S The lands

The ‘evil, however, does not ftop at this point. t‘f oy
holder, hy ating on this miftaken calculation, 1s anly labouring
to dccumulate an immenfe debt by encreafing the public dcx-
pences, for the payment of which his eftate 13 E“Sag?d: an 'g
embarrals every meafure adopted for vindicating his libzrty an :

{lcuring his profperity. .
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As the harvefts of this year, which by the divine good‘nefs pro=
mife to be plentiful, wili foon be gathered, and {fome new mea-
fures re.ating to your foreign concer: s, with fome arrangements
relating to your domettic, are now under confideration, trom
wh ch beneficial ¢ffc@®s are expeted, we entertain hopes that
your affirs will acquire a much greater degree of reguianity and
energy tlian they huve hitherto had. X

But we fhould be hghly criminal if we did not plainly tell
you that tho'e hopes are not founded wholly u on our own pro-
ceedings. Thele mult be .uppoited by your virtue, your wif-
dom, and your diligence.  From the advantage ot thale feats in
the national council with which you have honouted us, we ha.e
a pleafing proipect of many bleizngs approaching ths our na-
;ivc land, It is your patriotilm muft introduce and fix them

ere.

In vain will it be for your delegates to form plans of czcono-
my ; to ftrive to {top a continuation of emiffions by taxation or
loan, if you do not zealoufly co-operate with them in promoting
their deligne, and ufe your utmoft indufiry to prevent the wafte
of money in the expenditure, which your refpeétive fituations in
the feveral plices where it 1s expended, may enable you to do.
A difiharge of this duty and a compjiance with recommenda-
tions for {upjlying money, might enable congrefs to give fpeedy
affurances to the public that no more emiffions fhall take place,
and thereby clofe that fource ot depreciation, -

Your, governinents being now Ve(tukzliﬂxed, and your ability to
contend with your invaders afcertained, we have on the moft
mature deliberation judged it indifpenfably necefiary to call upon
you for forty five miliions ot dallars, in addition to the fifteen
millions required by a refolution of congrels of the 2d of Jan.a-

ry laft, to be paid into the continental treatury before the 1ft
day of January next, in the fame proportion, as to th: quotas
of the feveral ftates, with that for the faid fifteen millions.

It appeared proper to us to fix the firft cay of next January
for the payment of the whole; but as it 1s probab.e that fome
ftates, if not all, wiil raife part of the fums by inftallments or o-
therwife before that time, we recommend in the ftrongeft man-
ner the paying as much as can be coileéted as foon as poffible .n-
to the continzntal treafury. ; P .

Though it is manifett that moderate taxation in times of peace
will recover the credit of your currency, yet the enicourazemen
which your ememies derive from its depre.iation and the p;efcnt
exigencies demand great and {peeuy exertions, © - 5

We are perfuaded you will uie all pofiible carg to make the
promotion of the general welfaré interfere as littld d<'may be
with the eafe and comfort f incividuals but though the raifing
thefe fums thouid prefs heavily on fome of our conftituents, yet
the obliga.ions we teel to your vensranle clergy, the truly help-
Jefs widows and orpna s, your moft gallant, generous, merito-
rious officers a;d lotdiers, the publictaith and the cgmmph‘vieal,
fo irrefiitibly urge us to attemnpt the appreci..tion of ‘your " ur-
rency, that we cannot withhold obediznce to thote aptt‘lorlm.tujc
" fenfations. ~ T ! iy il
f On this fubjeft we will only ddd that as the rules of juftice
are moit ple-tlng to our _innlnit:rl{ ood and gracious Creator,
and an adhgrehce g0, them mal} l‘e%y {o wbtain his favour, fo
they wili ever be found to be the veit and fafe mixims ot hu-

man ypolicy. X .

mTo' oury conftituents we fubmit the propricty and pumy‘-of

our intentions, weil knowing they wil not forget, that we lay
no burthens upon them, hut thofe in which we participate with
them—a happy fympa hy, that pervades fouictics formed un the
bafis of equal hberty. iviany cares, many lahours, and may we
not add reproaches—are pecuiiar to us. Tnele are the emo.a-
ments of our unfolicited ttations; and with thefe wé are content,
" if you approve our con:ué. If you do not, we fhall rctqr.n
to our private condition with no other regret, than that which
will arife from our not having ferved you as acceptably and ef-
fentially as we Wi(heddand ftrove to do, though as cheerruliy and

ai ly as we could. . .

lax;{xh\ix[l)g not we delpair of the commonwealth, or endeavour t(tio

fhrink from oppofing difficuluies. No Your caufc“u tuo go(:] »

your ohjects too facred, to be relinquifhed. We t:1l you tsm 5
becaufe you are freemen who can bear to hear the n and may
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