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wtual confent the faid PAi-'rnn-.ﬁ’ f1n,
tbnt: dag according y3 It is n'ecgq-:,y'hﬁf.
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] sndifpenfable duty, as Cbriflians, to ren-
’5" ?&rhl:glsr%f worfhip )a"nd pbedji‘,e.ncc to God,
{:lough Jelus Chrift, as he hath inftituted in his
Lcrl Golpel, as tuitable to his excellency and our
de {ndcncé upon him. Chrittianity is nothing
; the doctrine of the mediation ot Jefus Chritt,
e tha:i:h its appendant duties. As God is a fpirit,
to ethﬂ"’rmippcd in fpirit and in truth, and religion
o bgﬂw not in external rites and ceremonies, but in an
¥ 5 urity and integrity of heart; and the religion
il ggﬁ and the precepts of our blefled Lord and
bl ténd to purity our hearts, to teach us to con-
SJﬂOUT:w paffions, and to make us better men, better
'“h:ours and better citizens, 1t is alfo our incum- .
¥ duty to cultivaté, promote and encourage the
e ledge and practice of our holy religion.  ‘io en-
knowm’% to ' the performance of their duty, the great
forc!; r~o£ Nature has promi(c’d eternal happinefs as the
Au't '?1 for the pra&ice of virtue, and denounced ever-
‘;E';x torments on theimpenitent finner s~ "he immor-
t'ﬂil go’ the foul, and the hope of happinefs in a future
tym‘m yield the moft pleafing comfort to tht mind
&;t,;’;n in this world of vanity and trouble : It adds to
. lc,afurcs,‘ and is the only folid fupport under the
om;vgidablé misfortunes of life,  Aslittle appearance of
méi ‘on as there is in the world, yet its influence is-telt
!1 i%s affairs: no one can root out its png\c:plex, but,
lﬁk,e pature, they will return again, and give checks to
the commi’fﬁon of wicked aftions; the thoughts of a
o God, and the terror of an after-reckoning, will
limetimes intrude themfelves, and make the mott har-
"dened and deiermined villain tremble, and defiit from
Lis purpofe. Even the worft of men are under ﬁ?mc
peftraints from the prineiples of religion, and the wifelt
and beft of men, in all ages of the world, have been
hofe who lived up to the religion of their counly, if
rot oppofite_to the rules of morality. What fyftem of -
rdigion fo effectually contributes to induce men to the
‘altice of virtue and morality as the religion of
Ctrift }—= I he wife and virtuous Cicero was of opinion,
ttat Romie owed more ot its grandeur to religion, than
dther to ftrength o ftratagem. bacred hiitory con-
curs with prophane to prove the effe€t which religion
bas upon kingdoms and ftates ; that-without it they are
but foapy bubbles, quickly dlﬂ'olved?.‘ or ropes of
find, without any. thing-to cement or uiite them, Re.
ligion is the ftrongeft ccment of fociety, and where
there is no reiigion there is no confidence or'truf. A
wicked pepple can neither be grateful to their God, nor
fiithful to their country : ° They cannot be grateful to
their God, becaufe they live not under a fenfe of his
mercies ; they cannot be faithful to their country, be-
canle they difengage Providence from taking its part.
If the oblervation be juft, that every fin is a treafon
agink the foul, then every ‘wicked maq is a traitor to
b country. A ‘good min will ever be Tound to be the
bet patriot, and the beft fubjeét} and it is indubitably
troe, that a bad man, whateyer rcli%-ion he may profels,
annever be a good fubje&. I fhall conclude thefe ob-
fervations ‘with a quotation from the celebrated, Com-
peataries on the Laws of . England, ¢ ‘The prefer- ~
ntion of Chriflianity, as @ national religion, is, ab-
fraded from its: own intrinfic truth, of the utmoft
ccalequence to the civil ftate: Which a fingle in-
fance will fufficiently demonftrate, Tke belief of a
futore flate of rewards and punifhments, the entertain.
ing jultideas of the moral attributes of the Supreme
Beng, and a firm perfuafion that he: fuperintends and
will finally compenfate cvery-action in human life (all
which are clearly revealed in the doétrines; and forcibly
_inclsated by the precepts.of our Saviour Chrift) are the
grand foundation of ali.judiclal oaths ; which call God
to witnels the truth of thofe fa&s, which perhaps m{
be cnly known to himi and the'party attefting :  All
moral eviderice, therefore, all canfidence in human ve-
radity, muft;be weakened by irreligion, arid ovesthrown
by infidelity (a)." . For, :as the great ‘Mr. ‘Addilon ex.
prefles himlelf; * ¢ T-dp not know. how to traft a man,
whabelisves neithet heaverv nor hell, or, in othiér words,

afuture fate 'of rewirdsiandipunifhments.™
Asit j¥quriiitersfiand dutyj then, to endeavounto -
-l a knowledge ot iour.Got and Saviour, jg;which -

fapdeth-0pr ‘etermal; life,). it remiilis"to be_confidéred -

D % 't?hébﬁﬁ;&mﬂcﬂ&;gf'm be. beft zcquired;
'éc“sr;by.!hv}b’z,?ﬁé{rh@..qrs=of~;t!x<'§éfp‘qx;§d,:hc;t
mus fuppart-of [voluptdry' contribiftion, ‘or by
ablihing; by aliw; %:decent ahd: liberdl:proyiion
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‘Few,Chriftiars will deny the bénefit; nay the neceffity;.
* h'zn&.fnirisug: guidey and feachers,. go-Jedd wuy-ai
wiltby.the-ekamplé of their ives and converfation, .as
preachingaid exponndin

g thie tiofy ¢
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‘every bufinefs and profeffion, the filfiland legrned are
to be preferred to.the igdorant and illiterate. If the

‘Jiw.of 2 phyficiad,  or'tru’ hig health
-' csivgeg.og,-qga,wigm The moft: ignorant would,
ot ke imith to'build hjm.a houl€y.or-a; :

v
b

reat bufincfs of .our, lives ‘i to learn ‘our duty to our
aker, and our avocations in life, and our want'of.

education will not permit many of us eithef the time
or the means of knowing the holy Scriptures, to whom’
can we fo properly apply for inftru&ion, as to gentle-
men who have dedicated themfelves to the fervice of
their God, who arc enabled; from their knowledg® of
the original and learned languages, and their acquaint.
ance with their idioms, properties, and pirafes,.to
folve the difficulties which often occur in holy Writ?
Can a'teacher improve his hearers without learming?
or can he convey unto them that knowledge of which
he himielf is not poffefled ?- Cap a man, ignorant an
dlliterate in every other kind of knowledge, be (uppofed
to be wile and Icarned in the expofition of the Scrip-
tures? Can a man preach found dorine without ever
having ftudied divinity, or without any education or
ftudy at all? _Can a mun write or fpeak with any ele-
gdnce or propricty, withcut the lealt knowledge of
grammar, rhetoric, or logic? And fhall ye truft our
precious and immortal fouls to a man, wholt ignoran: ¢
fenders bim improper to be entrufted with any of our
temporal concerns?

I do not admit the claim of the methodifts, and other
enthufiafts to the call of the fpiriz; I believe not in their
boafted itnpulfe and intefcourie with the Spirit of God,
and am inclined to think-the operations of the {pirit,
which tliey. pretend to, are merely vifionary and chime-
rical, I believe in the infpiration of - the apoftles, and
can readily perceive from thence a firong evidence of
their mifiion, and of. the truth of the doctrine they
preached ; nay, without the immediate and divine af-
fitance (leveral of them being yery illiterate) they
could never have taught-and expldined the precepts pf
their mafter. Thofe holy perfoiis.were, agreeable to
the promife of our Saviour, not only endowed with the
gift of all languages, but were enabled to work mira-
cles in confirmation of. the doétrine they preached.
Thefe modern vifionarifls pretend not to the power of
working miracles, in that’ they might be detected and
expofeu; but in their claim to the fpirit-of truth, the
efcape all conviction, becaulfe, when called ou for their
proof, they can only allege that they feel it in their fouls,

. which no one can deny, though few will belicve.—

Many of thefe wild, enthufiaftic, itinerant preachers,

—are certajnly called and moved, and aétuated,. by fome

bther fpirit than that-of God, becaufe the doctrints
they broach, and deliver as the only means of falvation,
are direélly contrary to the word of God, and not only
fupremely ftupid, but approach to blafphemy. .
All Chriftians muft agree, that we oughtto ferve and
wor(hip our-Ged, and can only expeét his mercy and
proteétion through our_blefled $aviour, though they
differ as to the mode or manner, owing in great mea-
fure to the prejudice of education,. the influence of their
parents, tutors, or {pirjtual guides, or the differént de-
grees of their mtelle@tual faculties. | o N
From an opinion that the rpubvric worflip of God
‘will tend to excite a fpirit of religion and deyotion
among our people, and-that the reading of the Bible,
in_our places of- publit worfhip, will great'y tend to in-
form the ignorant and unlearned in their duty to their
.makyr, theig neighbaurs, ~ind their cduritry, and fatis-
fi=d ihat,_ablc,lcarned, and virtuous minifters of the Gof-
pel are neceffary to exhort men to their duty, to éxplain
the Scriptures, and to confute the adverfaries of truth,
Ino

“ing of part of your praperty for the maintenance bf the
Chriftian clergy of all denominations;_ ahd that-your
ift fholild be permanent, liberal.and generous,  * - .
If the falaries to the glergy be not. permanent and
liheral, we can neyer expeét'to; have a fucceffion of men

learning and knowledgé, and without fuch qualification
they can be-of no fervice to-us, neither can thicy pro-

Fevw men will put themfelves to the expence of giving a'

_liberal' and'learned education to thir childten, and di-

" reét tlieir ftudies for the; pulpit, unlefs a p¥oyifion be

fextled by law, adequate <o theit mainteharice, thiir 'tz =«

tion in fife; and the dignity of, their offict,” Ttdeemy to
. me but reafonable, that

A

» thofe for: whofe 'good they thus

. fhould: be:maintai

felves; j‘&lje means of; ayquiring riches. - 'Witiiout fixed
and ftatcd; falariesj..we'can pever expe
regulas;clergy,. ¢ Whole lips fhall-prefcrve kndwledge,
and at whoi¢ mouthswe Majkleck thelaw a2 o
;From thic-above ohfesvations | fhall: prafifte to infet;

Vel e . ”

that our duty ¢

thdfe who embracéa prafeffion.
the’ moft honourable and, facréd, apd: whicli' prevents’

hemfclyes frop theiwoild, . and' deptive therm- -

o

ebis o

people of Iﬁ"i::léb:);: - The ambaffadors of Chnﬁperp". -

form the fame o

ces to Chriftians, except.the ceremo-

nials of the Jabv, as'the Jewith priefts to the pedple of
-that natiang; by parity- of reafon, then, they are.équally -
entitled to &a. maintenance from their hearers. duthe-
holy Gofpel you will find, .that our bleffed Lord:and’
Saviour, when he fens his.apofties to preach his do&irine,
declared, “that ¢ ‘1 he workman was worthy of his
meat (c); and you ‘may read that the apoitle Paul,
having diretted the Chriftians of Corinth and ‘thoie -
parts to contribute tu the reliet of the churches of
Jerufalem and Judea (d), who were in: great want,: hy
realon of a dearth and periecution, declared, that they
were debtors, and that it was their duty alfo to minifter
unto them in carnal things, Lesaule they ers made
. partakers of their fpiritual things; i. e. that they were
i duty bound, by the great benefit received irom the
picaching of the Gofpel, to recompence them in fome
fort, by lupplying them with nesdful fuftenance tor the

venture to addrefs you, to entreat you,ferioully to
confider, whether it is not your duty to shake an offei-"

'

.

in. holy- orders, endued with & competent degres’ af

. mote the caufe ‘of virtue -and the religion ‘of ‘CHilf, -

-
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thi¢ir purfuing any profitable art, fcienee; " or’ labous,”
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of trih, - Search he buly Hecorde aridcters
" find that; Undes tlie Mafic:inlitutiotie pri
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appointed to-teach his fautts, were by:his éep
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t omit to Thefition,; that
m} fcnﬁoﬁribe‘{! ﬂt}cé:ﬁ&éh&brqi"
‘ .the fentiments of " the-beft and wifeR mén in all
By the & proqiriety;and-necihify Bf “fup-.

Hecords ardithere -you will
it ,-Who'

rote&, cherifh amed: fupport: the Cliriftian -
that, 3§qﬁ&rbdmm means{irt oftr'power

€:00 'OffEF an-at-

ity, which ought tobe.conclufive with all Chiritians,’ -
tll"‘::rgnyn’f gié‘p,ﬁre \snrd:oﬁs )‘R{ld?thév\ﬁlmfdgiﬂfa'dé'
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i defhn
' ntitled, . for theig fubfiftence. and fupptrty ‘e’ -
mand eticip Il fFeri péfc(cripcd to tlis,

" on with: the fame: a&ivity ad before,

body (¢). And the fame apoftle thus exprefles him-
felf, ¢ Let him that is taught in the word ccmmunicate
unto him that teacheth, in all good things (t) ;> and is
very explicit in his Epiftle to the Cornnthians on_this
head ;  After declaring that he was not obiiged to be-
flow his labour in the Gotpel, without a mamtenance
for himfelf and family, he enters into an argument- to
prove the juftice.of fiich claimby all the apoitles. s Who,
fays ke, gocth a warfareat any time at his own charges? -
W ho planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of -the iruit
thereof ? Or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of tlie
milk of the flock a
has only huinan authority and reafon for this opinion,
or wheth¥r he is not warranted in it by the law of God ?

And then enquires, whether he

¢¢ Say I thefe things as @ man? Or faith not the .qqw
the fame alfo?”—He then urges that the priefts and
Levitcs_yvsrc maintained by the offerings, tythes, &c.
and afks, if it was reafonable that thev and others, tieir
ordinary paftors, fhould be thus entitied, are not the
apofties entitled in preference to them ? And concludes,
that as God had taken cdre of the fupport of bis mini-
fters and fervants, under the old law, by exprefsiy af-
figning them part of the offerings to himielf, ¢ So hath

The Lord ordained, that they which preach the Gofpel

thould fiwe of the ‘Golpel ;. that is, according to the
equity of the old law, Chrift in like manner hath or-
dained, that hiz apoftles, who rendered greater benefits
to markind than the priefts and Levites, fhould be re-
warded -for their fervice with a mainténance, by their
hearers and difciples (g). .

I fhall not take upon me to point out the manner of

-providing for the clergy, but doubt not the wifdom of

the legiflature will eafily preferibe the mode, if agree-
able to the fenfe of their conftituents.. I fhall oniy re-

mark to you, that no peoplé were ever in a more criti- -

cal or dangerats fitiation : Your civi) and religiousli-
Lerties dépend on the event of war; ought you not

. then to remember, that the battle is not to the ftrong ?

Ought you not to confider;, that the Supréme Rulér of
the Univérfe, the Arbiter of ‘Nations, without whofe.

penniffion not a hair of youar heads, or a fparrow, can |
fall to the ground, will not rémain neuter, and an un:

conceined {pectitor of, one of the greateit revalutions.}

which hiftory cdb prodace, and that, after exerting all
hiiman means in your defencé, on him alorie you muft
rely for fuccefs? Will you be more likely to obtaih

hix, favour and affiftance by continuing in your piefent .
' ices, or by’ chérifbing, -
fupporting, and pra&®icing his holy religion, and the’
TR

immoral dnd .irreligiods p

recepts of his divine law ? ! s X
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