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Ti'sdey FATRICK HENRY Figywasc o go-

we.n 1 of tins, counnry, shd aom: ittce apponicu to
acgu.t t hiw th rewith whicw i.g retuined tie tole

lowing snawes to toe conventi n :

‘ To the bruzu abe the propdin £l baufe of convention.
GERTLAMIN A T »

= T i1 E “vote ot this day, appoin 1ng me governor of
this comu.cn ‘wealth, has heen potined tome 10 the mo
Ascite and o liging manncr, Ly {-eorge Maton. Fenry
_ See, Dudity 1hgges, Jobn ilar, and Lartholomew
Landridge, qrs.

i+ lenié ot the high'ab

« unmerited honour g:onf:rrqd
‘upon me by the convention fil 5. my heart with g“tk"
tue, wrach Cbruft my whoie aie Wi | manteft. 'L;\ !l:
th » eari.ctt opportunity 1o gxpiets my thanks, whic
w.{ (v . onv Y to you -genticmen, 1A the strongeit.teroas
of « n-wed, ment. ' R
v bi'w  reflect that the tyranny of thé Eritith Xing
ard .riaunnt bath kindles a _torm;dab.le war, now
t. g throughout this wide extcrided cuntiment, anb :
. i 0peitions of which this commonweaith muit bear
fo ,1-at s p=t; and that, from the cvents ot this war;_
"tk 1.[ing happineds, or mi:ery, Ot a great ptqponaon :o
“th busien ipecies will finaily retuit§ that, in order
pr cive his commen weaith from an»‘r‘chy,
tend 1+t 1um, and to give vigour to our counciis, an
et ¢ to all our wea-ures, government hatf been ne-
ceffa, 1y ffumedand new mo.g.icd 5 that it1s qxpoud to
puatbricis haozerds and p:nls in its infuntine 1ate; that
3t cen rever attuin to maturjg, or ripen Mo _hrn(nlucl.s,
uistis ot 15 guardes hy atlcCtionate afiluity, and ma-
niagzd |y g1 at abuities; © lament my want ot t_alcxats&
1ne my - in fised with anxiety and uneafinels to fin
ry =it 1o uncqual to the duties ot taat important itd-

i i low citi--
ie to whict & am caiied by tavour of my tellow
E ¢ 1 he errors of.

2en., at tlus truiy critical cunjunéture;
1y wendudt fhail e atoned tor. fo tir 48 . am able, by
unwearied endezvours to tecure tie trecdom and happi-
1.5 Of GUr cOIMON country - )
ot thall enter upon the-duties of my offic- whenever
you, gentlemen fhal be pleaitd to direét} relying upon
t:.¢ known wifdom and virtue of you: bonourdble houle
to ‘uppty my deteéts and to give purnanency an.! luc-
cefs to !Kat iyttem’ o government which you have torm-
ed, ana which is fo wnely-calculated to fecuie equa
- liverty, and advance human happinels.
1 have tlie honour to be, r
Gentlemen your moft obe. ient,
And very humble furvant,

Willicmburg, Yune 29, 1776. P. MENRY, itir;;.

Qe «CGNSTITUTION, or FORM of GOVERNMENT,
acreal 10 and rejolued upon by the delegates and repre-
antiteves of the fevergl counties and corperations of

. VIRGINIA. y

HHEREAS ¢ eorge the third, kidg of Great-Fritain
and .reiand, and ele€tor of :.ancver, hotetofore intruft-
¢d withtiie «xerciie of the king.y offi ¢ ip this govern-
vath endeavoured to prrvert t. € faunie into a de-

putting his ne-
acceflary for the

ment :

_tiable anu n.upportable tyg.nny, b
gat:ve on 1aws the moft wh iefome 3
pu lic good : 9

'y dunying his governors permiffion to pafs laws of
1tan. ¢, unlefs (uipended in
and, when :o tufpepded;

inmediste and prefling 1
their operation ror his afient,
neg e €ting to.attena to them tfor many yrars.

Iy fefufing tu pats certain oth.er 1uws, uniefs the per-
fons to be :« nefiicd by them wowid rchnﬂulth the inefti-

matic right ot repretentation in the legillature,

1 y wiftoiving legiflative <flemolies repeate ly and con.
tinually, for oppofing with many firmnefs, nisiava-

fions of the rights of the peop.e. —

W hien «iffutved, by refufing to call others for a long
fpice of time, théreby leaviny the political fyitem with-

out «ny egiflative heud.

1y sndeavouring to prevent the population of our
countiy, and, 1or that purpoie, obitrudimg the laws for

£ natura.izati n ot fore'rghcrs.

R~ Leemne among. us, in times of peace, fanding ar-

e and fhips of war,

-, shecting to fender the militiry independent of,

3. .. luper or iy, the givi. power.

&1, commnig with others to iubjeét us to a foreign
jui diticn, giving his aflent to their pretended atts of -

Iegiflation,

iur quartering lﬁrgc bodies of armed troops amc‘ng _

e i s

e

- For cutting off our trade wigﬁ‘_a’j_l parts of the world.

U hatt heferarate aud

" courts thall be eligivle

and 1ts at-

For nmpofing taxes on us vithout our confent.
For deprivinz us of tue ben:fits of trias by jury,

}or traniporting us beyond ieas, to be tried for pre-

tended offences. )

For fulpending our own legiflatures, apd deg:lari;:ﬁ

thesufeives invelted with power to legiflste for us in
cales whatfoever. |

Ey p:undcring our feas, ravaging our (afts; burning

our towns and deftroying the iives of our peopl- .

Ly inciting infusr. ions of our fellow-1uojcéts with

.~ the aliurements of forfciture and confitcation,

- Ty prompting ourmegroes to rife in arms among us,
thofe very negroes-wbom, by an inhuman ufe of his ne- -
gative, he hath retaled his permiffion to'exciude hy law,
By endeavouring to bring on the inhabitants of ou
frouticrs the merdilels Indian favages, whole. known
- suie ot warfare is an_uniftinguifhed deftruStion ot all

_agus fexes, 2nd conditions of exiften.e.

Ly tranfporting, a¢ this time, a labye army of foreign’
me cenaries, to compiete the works- of death, defolation,
and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cru-
elty and peifidy unwoithy the head of a civilized'nation.

Ity anfwering cur rcpeated petitions for redrefs with

a repetition of Injuries.

Ana finaliy, by abanloning the helm of-govc'mi'xex.:f,

and declaring us out of his allegiance and protetion.

By which fevesal aéts of miliule, the government of
this country, -as formeriy exercited under the crown of

Great-Hritain, is TOTALLY DISSOLVED.
gin'a, having maturely confid

10 t.¢ as toijowcth.

L gt}l&hyg,

b4 .= -

_".":'ﬁn' in-Fart Setrivansumlert,

\Ve, therelors, the delegates and repreientatives of

ed)the premifes, and' viewing with great con.ern the
{i# ... _aep.orable condition to which this once happy country
2 mulbe reduted, unlefs fome regolar adequateinddt of
vivu pelity is tpeedily adopted, and, in compiiance with
a 1ccommend.tion of - the general congrefs, do ordain
ard declzre the future iorm of, government of Virginia .

nd judici;ry_d artments, -, -
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wers oropeely helonging to the othery mor uk'7 any.

;?rlbn Excrcile,;be«powcn ot more than one of tl_\em‘tat

the famne time, except tliat the juftices, of. the county

to either boufe of affembly. -

- ‘The legiflativ: “fhall be formed of two. diftin&

“Branches ‘who, together, fhall be a complete legiflature

They fhall meet once, or oftenct, EVETy years apd (ha

bo ulled the GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

1 INTA- 25 0 o e R L )
Y 0}:1-6 of thefe (hall be dalled the HOUSE OF. D%— ]
LEGA 1 E-, and coAfift of two reprelentatives t‘c;v de*: :
chofen for each county,:and for) e diftrict of i
Augulta, ‘annually, of fuch men as a&ually refide in an
‘arc freehiolders of the fame, or duly qual ficd according
to iaw, and aifo of one delegate or reprefentative to be
chofen anhudlly far the c’it{,of Williamfbuarg, and onc
for the borough of Norfolk, and a reprefentatve for
cach of fuch other cities and bbrqughs as may l_lcreaftqr
ve allowed particular reprefentation: by the legiflature.§
but when any city or borough thall fo de reale as that -
the number of.perfons haying right of fuffrage therein
thall have been, for the fp.ice of {even years fucceflively,
lefs tian half the number of voters in fomeone county.
in Virginia, fuch city or borough theacetorward fhail
ceale to fend a delegate or reprefentative to the af-
fembly. < & g
b other 'halt be talled the SENA TE; and confilt
'of twenty-fotir members,” of whom thirteen fhali con-
ftitute az ufe .to proceed on bufinefs, for whofe elec-
tion the different counties fhail be divided inio twenty-
foar uiftri@s, and ea. b county of the relpeét-ve ditticty
at the time of the ele&ion of its deiegates, fhail yote for
ohe lenator, who is adtualiy 4 refidént and treghoider
within the diftri& or duly qua ifi d according " to 13w,
and is upwards of twenty five yeurs of ages; and the

* fheriffs'ot each cotinty, within five dzys at tartheft after

the latt county ele€tion 1n the diftri&t thali mect at tome
convenient place, aid trom the poli io taken in their
reipeftive counties return as 3 lenator the man who
fhaii have the greatelt numner of votes in the whole
distrit, 10 keep up this uflembly by rotation, the dif-
trits fhall be equaliy dividex& into four. claffes, and
numbered by lot .t the end of one year atter the
eneral- tletion,. the fix members eletted by the firft
5iviﬁun fhall be difplaced, and the vacancics thereby
occafioned fupplied from fuch clais or divifion, by new
clecion. in the manner aforefaid. ‘1his rotation fhail
be ap lied to each divifion, according te 1ts number,
and continued in due order :mm;alg. . R TR
The right of tuffrage in the cleétion of members for
both houfes fhall remain as exercifed at prefent, and
each houfe fhall chufe its own fpeaker, appuint 1ts own
officers, fettle its own rules of pro-eeding, and direct
writs of ele&tion for fupplying intermediate vacancies.
(7o be concluded in sur next.)

ANNAPOLISP July 18 .

A4 LE,‘T‘TEk Sfrom W?llx'am/burg'_, Fuly 13, 1776.
By EXPRESS. '

. AS the eriemy’s fleet has been driven from their fd-
tion, and their forces obliged to abandon Gwyn's ifland,
and we are informed they will emdeavour to poffefs
themfelves of fome place on the Eaftern thore of Mary-
land, we have thought it prudent to give you the carlict
intimation thereof: A battery of two ipounders
played on their fhips, and in a few rounds forced them
to retire ; Four g pounders filenced their batteries, raked
their camp, and threw them into the greateft confufion,
on which our men, -as foon as boats could be procuréd,
paffed over to the ifland, whicl the enemy abandon
with precipitation, carrying with them all their cannon,
except cne; two of their tenders fell into our hands ;
the fhip Dunmore was fo mach damaged that, it is faid,
fhe was burnt the night after the cannonade; they were
obliged to deftroy two other veflels. We congratuiate
you on the fuccefs of the American arms in South-La-
rolina. By this exprefs you will be fully informed of
Sir Peter Parker's repulle, :

- Extra® of & ittter from South-Caroling, Fily 3, 1776..
' By EXPRESS. :

" Narratide by Thomas Bennet, of Col. Darnilfon’s

Maffackufetts regimest --=Daniel Hawkinsy of B-pen,

——Robert Scot axd Edmund Alfien of Newv-Humpfiire

. —and james Scot, of Virginia, diferters from the fhet
" «which attacked and awere beaten off by the brawe’ garri-
the-command-o

13

e v A R O AL S S Gl
tive, .28 ficutenant k‘lled,".g. wyounded ; A feon, ’:5 .
)

‘Sphyax, ‘20, 3 : :
comirg up, the two latter in running away. [y
“Sphynx cut away: her bowfprit ; !he%innxgotl;?fe

feaman, remaincd faft, burnt.and blown- up-p
own’ %copl__e_. % e

one of our marine o CC_?. 3n' ‘.'P"ty of me " b

“ed ber,' bmught off her colodrs, _the fhip’s. l;‘éll °l:nd&
as many fails and flores as thrée Boats could cop e

throwing thells at the fert, angd by over-c
“hattered the beds and damaged the thip fo much 5,
to render it neceflary -for her to go into d"‘ck'bcfo”
‘fhe can a& again. The Frigndfhip, a hized arm:;
veilel of z6.
-3 did th‘i birtﬂx:-,_wh?r :;3(0 h.l r
fort.riccocket fhot. ¢ whole fleet badly m;
‘and fickly, ‘particularly the si"“',’;'t‘t:éwj dt‘:::“
thirds fhaxt allowance of provifions and water, . T},
have - had po frefh provifions fince’ their arrivall .
firlt of Jude.. ., ° . e aeaany, LT e T
" Lord William Tampbell had Been very ayxiog

the attack; and ‘prapofed takinimﬂlng‘e-g?;{g ‘

10:nd,. - His lordihip had fonie time a

- their cables.

o-Montriez-

FEar v vy~ o~
pé s it -

'-Siren, 28, all got aground, the iy

he A&eon, by the aflitance of atriendly Englity-
Y her

egan,

While fhe was on fire,- Mr. Mil|

Se

.

he Thuader bomb lay at a. confiderable dilance,
Iging had

ns of various, fizes, covered the bomp
yery brifkly at the

‘the chief command of the' land Yorced3 he and ge.
neral Clhton are both afiore with the troops at Log:g

g0 urged Sir

Feier Parker 10 attack on the fea fide, otherwife he

wouid march up; attack and. take the fort, and-com.

‘plilin of Sir Pster’s taydinefs 3 the gommodore replied,

lord Cornwallis might. march hiy troopi fhea he

pleafed, buc the fAeet required a fair Wind; ihe fa
that happened he would procged againft the for, -
‘The general at that time believed we had P troops

out of, garrifon ; but he was foon bettgr info
beiag fince xépu'lf‘cd and drove back wf‘&i 1,-,‘;5,’,' qﬂ;

remained Quiet and Jeft the commodarg to enjoy
glury of being defeated alone. Thisorx!:‘mlt bejgyx:?g

take from lord Cornwallis’s having had the command -
when the Beet left Ireland, . The negro pilot Samp.

fon, who i3 exceedingly careffed, was on board the

commodore; and put down with the do&ors out of .

harm’s way, When the fleet failed from Ireland the
numbsr of troops was about 460e, but 11 tr.nfporns
had feparated iroim the reft and not fince been feard

- of -

The former deferfers from on board the Ranget
floop, who had feen all the land fqrces, faid the 2
mount was from 1300 to 2000 af moft. Between §
and io o’¢lock the A&eon, the ¢bmmodore, and o-

ther fhips, began to fea] away. They madeng Ep; -
P :

ing, nor waited to heave us their anchors, bt
The commodore has only oné anchor
and cable left. About 2z o’clotk onr Friday, when

the fort was waiting for a fapply of powder, fome of

the men of war's men miftaking the unavoidgble .
lence for furrender, ciied ogit the YaoKees had'dene
fighting ; othéré replied, by God we are glad of it,
for we never had fuch a drubbing iu bur %ivc.s; we
had been told the Yankees would not ftand two
fires, but we mever faw better feilows.  All'the com-
fion micn in the fcet fpoke loudly in praife of the
garrifon. Brave fine fellows. ' /The {tamen in gerie-
12l are defirous.of getting un fhore to join the Ame.
ricans, One M*Neal, a deterter ficm col. Gadf-
den’s regiment, had informed the commodore, that
before he left Fort Jonnioh he had fpiked upall the
cannon, and that the fort might be cufily taken.
_& report in ,t'hc. flzet, thai no quarter wodld be
given to the Americans, and that £. 5ooo had.been
offered tor geucrailee. . - . 7 . :

-~
S

Té tar PEOPLE or MARYLAND.

Y 0 L are now with your confent, by the shanimons
voi e of: merica, ~eclared a free and independent flate, -
1t _s your duty. it isyour- intereit to adopt the moft ef- -

feCual meafures to carry this declaration into execution.

73 e iipportant day approaches on which you are.to ex-

ercift the greatett chara&eriftic of freemen, . On the fir

day ot Augulit, you are to eleSt delegates to frame 2 go-

in -

on Friday the 28th of. Junt, 1776.—Tbry are ali Ame-
ricans, and bad been takes by theensmy at fea; Bennst,
Hawibins, and Scot, inthe flop Sally; Hamilten and
Alfion, in the brigantine Friendfbip. . ~p

The Briftol of g&-gpns, commanded by Sir Péter

Parker, is grea:ly damaged in her hull, large kness

and timbers (ot through and fmathed. It the water

had not been very {mooth, it would have been im-

penters in the flect had been called- to her affiftance,
m zen-maft fhot away, main-maft budly woungded by
three feveral fhot, fore-maft by two; rigging,. fails

and yard much-damaged. The captain of the coms

modcre loft his left arm above the elbow ; he was
fent yefterday, Junc 30, to England in a brig. The

bare ;- his thigh and knee-wounded; w.lks only

- when fupported by two men. .44 m:n killed, 30.
wounded among whoin were many midth pmen_and.
ag- .

petty sfficers; 20 of the wounded dead fince th
tion. " [t-was talked in the fleet, .that the twodarge
fhips wolld go over the bar again, ang.pruceed to
Englith Harbour in Autigua to be repuied. The
Btiiiol, when ligitened as much as'pefiible, craws 19
feet 7 inches water, '

Experiment, ot 5o gun’s on two décks, all twelve

un ighter * uilt-vefl-l-than-the-Brittot, ex-—ti d-ttradgers nce di
ceedingly damaged in her hullj f:vérgil'_pbr'ts'beat michl g hfgcrl SR e

__1n onc her mizea-maft hurt; but uncertain-of par-

-vernment 1 nder whic

_Commodore’sbreecties torn oft;, his backfidé laid-

_ your Conveptions, A few. quetio

wounded 30, feveral fince dead 5 draws when lightejt

Salebay, 28 guns, 2 men kiliedy 4

"”l[}'.,)).‘-/ -~

ticulars; killed 57, of whom the captain-was one;

17 feet water. ‘The g:neral opinion-is, that ncither -
ot thofe large fhips will podately ove. x'he bar again,
wounded ; Ac- -

beftow.---You are hound in: duty to-your G
.country, and your pofterity,- to exercife th
to éi'n your-voice, cxamiie with-1mpartiality the
tenfions ‘of ‘each candidate 5 refle& supon

may determine the -councils’.of .America. Reafon and

judgment alone fhou!d influtnce your choice. - Private
y irded; 2l

fricndhip - perfonal attachment thould be difca
ﬂrqudlces

lig,of tempery an obftinate perfevering refolution, &
an undouutid’ attachment to’ America and her
mealure: an

doubt can be jutly entertained a3 to either, is worthy of
your confidence. ~ Permit-me to fay that you have beet

tvo inattentive, toa careltls nb {
gites. .nftancés may hd given where you have elédlo

men who never manifelted themfelves (riends to lib&ty.

‘The {upporters of the proprictary government in
oppreffion ; the favourers of the proclamdtion
without ycﬁ;_ confent 3 the “open oppof
fures of-4AMmeri_ay perfons who have br

Jimical principles) have been deemed wortby ofe

ver the merit of_the.cynaidate < 1s he a man of
ty and’ couruge ? his_gencral charaier will gra
enquiry,” 1s he'a warm tricnd to the libertisy and
prudency of :America, angd. a zealous ad.ocai®
prelent meafdres adopted . b
this qusttion, ‘tase 8 view of

the whose 150@r.

er gﬂ(yomand" your. polterity are o
enjoy the in: fimable bleflings of lierty, ofto fuffer the
complicated miferies of flavery. - How facred-the truft!
the mcft honourabie, the in“ft important a_pcgglc can

yoIr
: is right, with -
honous,- coutage. wifdom, and integrity.  When called
it : . the qual‘ﬁ:‘-
4 ] : tions he ought to p:ilels; .and remembeithat on a fingle
poffible to have kep: her from finking—all the car<  vote may dgpcnd ,tphe_ hx’ppin'eﬁjdr' mifery of millioas.=
One voice -may make a.majority for the candidate, his
vote way eled ‘the deputy to’ Congrefs, whofe opinioX

; s quarrels and animofities fhould ceafe. T be
riétett proifity, @ manly firmnefs.of mind, an infiexibla

are cfltntials ;' rio man of - whom the.l%‘

to taXyos |

§ fett o
as will radxlg:gi A
tify-the:
'lom!‘

ted . by the Congre:s? :f’hﬁeg:?

- > . ,'
du in Nife)
and- cunnectic
in the ftrugg
houfe, and the
clergy in their
oppoied or jufl
c.tablithing th
place of profit
his principles
reflett on his
trace his behay
.Afk whether b
pofition, contr
she affociation,
“fider ferioufly
,conduét, that |
“you' can truft
*Sort the mneafu
. Lhave alrea
nccpxiongb]e [
yentions. A
in our public 7
bates have b
individuzlly, &
grefs have beer
our direction:
duced the c}lw
to concur In
ananimous. T
tice or policy
fome, and oth
. nutes Before, «
nion and the
mpade at the lal
of the peopic 2
of taxables wa
tain the numbs
The principle
ed, and yet !
place, and to
prefentatives w
755000 taxable:
ables, or,2¢0,0
‘fidue on the
two thirds of
have 44, and
Is this an equa
done to the lar
now adopted.
fupported by 1
againft the fup
d.ces of- men.--
government
- may reafonabiy
ters of lefs con
not be obtaipe
learned Dr, Pr
fett degree, ca
every member, |
or. of being c.
becomes nume:
a diminution
ftate, all the i
mitted to an |
legiflation and
thefe powers h)
{eatatives. In
be ttill sree ar.
lefs fo 1x proport

SN reirefinted,” ]

to a fair and eq
and equal repr
as far as this is
from the princ
oppreflive.” | I

Bthing more on |

dea, and if ev
afoning wouic
refuled an equ
jat the next Co
be ¢lablithed w
overnment ; t
from the le
o be imtrg:?tga'
, Inmy firft pa
gnan to power,
:'ufhng it long
uat your Conv
12buie of pows
n:h haif of the
i fuccesding
hat-t £

ondu& in
100, No
ace of it at
Yo ltate can Jon
ariable adherer
it Convention,
te Council of s
@ve t0 enquir
hy this repeaty
heir refoliitions
semielves s | a;
outinuing the:
Fefation.  If ¢h
0¢ branch, 2
pranches thaj} t
tmay b . pe
of: they thould
A [
o, that g
e firlt officers |
§ren to then

2T el




