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PAITLADELPHTA, Jues.

" The foliwaving is the circular ictter [ent to the committees of ¢
the different ccuntics in this pravince, . by the committees !
of injf ection and obferaation for this city and liberties.

GENTL! MI N, Pbiladelpbia, May 31, 1776.
WE have, in a former letter to you, reterred to the

infrutions given by the affembly of this province to

the.r del-zates, and they are pubiifhed in the votes of
the nenve you will, therctore,. not be furprlleq to hear
that the eecares of Pennfyivania did not give their
© woice in conz tfs on the queition ¢ for eftablifhing go-
vermient turonghout the continent on the authonty
of the “wople;™ but. by declining to vote on this mo-

-~ “mentuits oc afion, did, as far as was in -their power,
with'r.w the provincs from this union of the colonies,
beth in council and action. Il

itv the inclefid papers you will perceive the city and
liberties have becn convened, and have exprefled their
fenfe on the iaid retoive of congrefs. 1

We ju’g- the numder of people met, on this occa-
fion, exceeded four thoufand, and confifted of that clafs
«f men who are ‘molt to be depended on in times of.
dangerga i G ]

A change of fuch ifaportance as that now propofed
is not hronght about without fome conteft, arifing from
the oppofition of intereits, and the force of prejudice’in
favour of old and eftablified forms. The aflociators
will have to coniend, in the prefent inftance, againft the
proprictaries and all their dependants, influenced by
felt-interett, and holding lucrative offices under them—
with ail whom they can influenee, joined by all the
avowed as well as fecret enemies of the caufe of Ame-
rican freedom, Ak
~ It will, however, be ahfolutely neceflary for us to
unite with firmneis, ard puriue our meafures with a
fteady perfeverance, which will undoubtedly carry us
through every difiiculty that may arife.

T his committ.e hovs thought the objeét before us of
fuch confequence to the fatety and happinefs of the
province; as to-induce us to fund fome of our committee
and fellow-citizens into each county, to incite fuch of
the good peopie as are friends to liberty, and deter-
mined to oppofe the crucity and injuftice of Great-

-Riitain. to a fpirited and manly exertion of their un-
doul't.d rights and privileges, in the prefent favourable
opportunity of efab ijking then tor ever.

¥ e have judged -this tiie more neceffaty. as we are
informed the party we have already mentioned as our
oprorents will be indefatigable in their endeavours to
fruftrate, by faifhowl - and every other means in their
pewer, every attempt whichs fhail be made to emanci-
pate the people of this province from the bondage in
“which they have been long held. i

‘I o point out the neceflity. in our prefent alarming
fituation with refpect to Great-Britain, of eltablifhing a
“form ot governmer.t capable of exerting, in the moft
efie€tual manncr, the whole ftrength of this province, in
conjunétion with the other colonies, for the common
delence, by coid reatoning on the fubject, would be to
affrent your feelings as men.—The infults and barba.
rities of our en=mies are unequalled, and the fupinenefs
of our government can only be pardoned in confidera-

-~ -tion of the fatal obligations of allegiance which they feem

’ to hold themfe.ves bound to, by their facred oaths—a
funinenefs which, being continued, will involve us in
diftreflts too great to be borne and make our laft ftrug-
gles for liberty but the convuifive efforts of expiring
life.

From a free government, eftablithed on ¢¢ tke autbo-
rity of the pecple,” and bavving their interefl a'one in view,
we may reafonably ex: et the manly and effectual ex-
ertion of that firength which God hath given us for
our-defence, and on which, next to the providence of

D Almighty God, wiil depend the future peace, liberty

an! {afety of the whole people. i
We have feen, and fome of us have felt, the melan-

choly effeéts arifing from the oppofing interefts of the

proprietary and the people—Who can recolleét . the
horrors of the late Indian war, and not fhudder at the
idea it brings to his mind.=Fire, fvord, defolation,
and death in 1be moft infernal forms. will be prefented to -
our view—Parents and children weltering in their blood
~—Infunts torn with favage brutality trom their mo-
th¢rs wombs. and made the food of dogs!!!—Objeéts
yet more terrible than thefe will prefs upon our reluc-
tant micds ; objeéts which our fond affe€tion for the
fofter. tex forbid our recolleftion l——Little does it
avail to inquire avbo avas mofl to blame, the proprietary,
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ing fr‘:)m the late abfolute prohibitions of one important -

or the peop.e then in power—It is plain, beyond the pof- -

e .

rices is not an artificial, but a rea] one, proceed-

and the rifque and danger which
have attended every other.-2-From whatever fatal foucce -
a-general difcontent arifes, it cannot fail, in this critical )
feafon of our affairs, to have the worft cox)fcquences,'but
in our capacity, as guardians in fome meafure of the
public welfare, it would give us infinite fatisfadtion if
the evil in queftion, which will be removed with better
times could be referred to-its true caufe; the peculiar
fituation in which this country is placed ; rather than to
a general inclination in individual traders, to rapaciouf-
nels and extortion. If even it fhould be fuppofed, that
avarice has no (mall fhare in. producing this comqlamt,
this, although highly blameable, fhould be patiently

beanch of our trade,

fubmitted to; for at what time, or in what country, .
has there not been fome fordid minds ready to prey
such difpofition to extor- -

upon the public neceflities ? ]
tion may indeed he but too common ; we find it pre-
vail where at leaft one of the motives to it mentioned
above, cannot be pretended—We have feen one of the
articles of our own produce, flax, lately raifed in price
to twice its former value.

We know not where a remedv can be aprlied, fora
knowledge of human nature {hould teach us, that fo in-

- ordinate and crafty a vice as avarice has ways to elide

all the force and reftraints of authority; and truly, in
fuch cafes, the interpofitivn of power would fometimes
produce more mifchievous confequ.nces than the evil it
affelted to cure.

We lament, as the greateft misfortune, any caufe that
has a tendency to fow difcord among us, and promote

_diffention, at a time when nothing fhort of the clofeft
union can fave. us-from deftruction.
clamours fhould be excited where they cannot but be
unavailable ;- we would rather our countrymen fhould
confider whether the real, although temporary inconve-
nience, they now feel, may not, by care and indultry,
be converted into as real and permanent benefits. It
may, if rightly improved, teach us the arts of fupplying
our own wants by our own hands. Had it not been
for the exceflive dearnefs of foreign linens, probably we
fhould not have the prefent profpect of relief in that ar-
ticle, which the abundant quantities of flax-feed lately
fown aftords us. Happily there are few wants which
this country cannot of itielf fupply ; if we look about
us, every farm can afford fome fubftitute for almolft
every neceflary article that is now imported ; thefe need
not be pointed out, being well known.

It is thefe fentiments which only can produce a chear.
ful acquie.cence under the prefent circumftances of our
affairs, and a determined fpirit of exertion to refift the
efforts of tyranny ; fuch fentiments, we expeét, will be
inculcated by all men of underftanding and influence,
in their refpetive neighbourhoods, and fuch we make
no doubt, from your public duty, as well as from your
patriotifm and well known attachment to the common
caufe, you will lofe no opportunity whatever to excite.

We are, gentlemen,
Your very humble fervants.
By order of the committee,

.

GEORGE CLYMER, chairman,”

" In PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NEW-JERSEY.

Burlington, June 14, 1776.

RESOLVED, That, in the %pinion of this7c70n-
grefs, the proclamation of  William Franklin Efg; late
governor of New-Jerfey, bearing date on the thirticth
day of May laft, in the name of the king of Great-
Britain, appointing a meeting of the general aflembly to
be held on the zoth day of this.inftant, June, ought not
to be obeyed. el i

Refolved, That, in the opinion of this congrefs, the
faid William Franklin, Efg; by fuch- his proclamation,
has acted ‘in diret contempt and violation of the re-
folve of the continental congrefs of the fifteenth day of
May laft, }

Refoved, That, in the opinion of this congrefs, all
payments of money, on account of falary or otherwife,
to the faid William Franklin, Efg; as governor, ‘ought
from henceforth to ceale; and that the treafurer or
treafurers of this province fhall account for the monies’
in their hands to this congrefs, or to the future legifla-
ture of this colony, .

By order of congrefs, :
» SAMUEL 1'UCKER, prefident,
A true copy, WM. PATTERSON, fecretary. '

InCONGRESS, - Fune 14, 3776+ -

ful war were long permitted to fpread through this de.
" Voted proviice, by means'of the unjuit claims of haugh.
ty and. ¢ ahpiute proprietaries.”
ever of their tyranny is now in your power.—If you
embrace-it, your defcendants will glory in” their ancel~
- tors.~1If you negleét it, you will entail flavery ‘on your
po[ler'.r{, and they will jufily execrate your memory as
unworthy- of a parent’s name, Liberty and flavery is
before you, take then your choice.~For us, we are de-
: termined to be free, and invite you to partake with us of
: that freedom whizh all arg intitled to. If you wifh this
province to be reftored to their rank in the continental
- union. we recommend to you to nominate fuch a nume
ber of your committee as_you may “think proper, to.
meet, throughout the province, deputies from the other
committess, in Fliiladelphia, on i uefday the 18th da
of next month, in order to agree upon, and diret the
mode of eleGting members for a provincial convention, to
be held at fuch time and place-as the fald conference of
committecs may appoint for.tbe exprefs purtefe-of form-
ing ard efiabiifbing a ncw govermment, ¢ ON THE AU-
THORITY OF THE ProprLt™ only, and for the fecurity
of their peace, linerty, and fafety, according to the en-
gz, clofed recommendaton of the {xonourablc continental
We are, gentlemen, your humble fervants.

{5 congrefs, :
Lt
. Copy.of.a gircular- letter from tke committee of fafety to
; the coppmitees of ixjpeflion and ibfervation in the feveral
-counties“of tkis colony. ] )
In COMMITTEE of SAFETY.
GENTLEMEN, Pbiladelpbia, 22d Mpy, 1776,
WE are under frequent neceflity of addrefling you

=

= fibility of a doubt, that'the horrill ravagesof thatdread=""" |

‘Torid yourfelves for

upon fubjeéts of public concern, of which the prelent js

We lament that -

oo -—to-Robert-Eden,~Efy;of-yefterday, and the ft-
WHEREAS it has been reprefented to this congrefs, - 3 HgIe iy 4

P2

,l,' Y By i‘A (BT 'i o KOs ok :

7Copy of a letter from the ban. Fobn Hancock,
Continental Congrefs, to the cohventiing ¢
Pbiladelpbia, June.x1, 1776.

‘GENTLEMEN, i B
THE "¢ongrefs have this day received advic
- fully tonvinced, that it is the defign o ;
to make an.attack upon New- York™ as fooy as
_the attack, they have rcafon to believe, wi); E’Jfﬁble;
-wittin ten'days; Iam therefore molt earp.q ¢ mads
uelt you, by order of congrels, to call forg]; o =
litia, as requefted in m{ letter of the 4th inia
forward them, with all difpatch, to the
York: And that you direét that they m
panies, or any other way that will hajten their arg;
there. The important day is at hand thae w.nam-'
not_only the fate of the city of New-York, b decige
probability of the whole province, 0On fll,ch :‘ n 2y
fion there is no neceffity to ufe arguments wigh "A‘Ocu_.
cans ; their feelings, I wzll kiow, will pronr;t (},m?n'
their duty, and the facrednefs of the caufe w'uem"
them to the field. The greateft exertions ¥ v ; SIEE
expedition are requifite to. prevent our chm%;,"rf’ﬂd
getting pofleflion of that town; 1 muft therefory 5 >
moit carneitly requeft you, in the name, and p :},l;“'
thority of the congrefs, to fend forward :hz -333'
agreeable to the requifition of congrefs, and ‘hr_n' ita,
will do it with all the difpatch which thci—ﬁn'“ P
poitance of tl;‘c caufe demands. A
1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, v
dient humble fervant, . BTl it ol

prefton o,
this d!f! ;-I,-If;

» and 3.
f gener) ”'h:’

V yodr my;,
- ntl lﬂi"
city of New
arch jy gg

JOHN HANCOCK,. prefidens,
In PROVINCIAL CONGRESsS

Refolved, New.York,
_THAT the thanks of iﬁi?(&ngﬁfs,ﬁ?gﬁ
his excellency general Wathin
i_crvxces he has rendered to t
or the attention be has paid to the intereft and c.:
authority of this colony ; and that he be ::Tur::!xi;x:lﬂ
readinefs of this congrefs to afford him al} the :id;:

sy 1778, —
fented ty

e Umited Colonies, ang

. théir power, to enable him to execute the importut

truft repofed in him,
. Ordered, That the prefident waitu
ington, and communicate the faid refolution to him
June 9. The prefident informed the congrei; tha
purfuant to the order of yelterday, he waited up,on bis
excellency general Wathington, and communicated 1,
him the refolve therein mentioned ;-..that his exc)
lency was pleafed to return the following anfiver il
requefted the prefident to communica o
congrels.

pon general Wap,.

-- 8¢ Gentlemen,

¢ Iam extremely obliged for the high fenfe you . |

tertain of my fervices, and for your promifes of ey
gomble afiiftance in the difcharge gf my impoe;‘m:
uty. ' ’ '
¢ }?ou may reft affured, that my attention to te
happinefs of this colony fhall not be wanting,
regard to its civil authority remitted, whilit|
. noured with the command I now hold.

- ANNAPOTLIS, June 25
In CONVENTION,
Annapolis, '24 June, 173,
THE letters of capt. Mo:tajgu, ’angl'of'
Robert Eden, Efg; of this day, to the
Council of Safety, were laid before the Conven-
tion, and on conlideration thereof,
_2"RESOLVED undnimoufly, That the faid cap,
~Montagu, by detaining feveral fervants belong-
ing to the inhahitants of ‘this province; and by
refufing to deliver. up a foldier who deferted
from the fervice of this colony, hath violated

the truce and acted in manijfeft violation of his
promife to preferve the fame facred.

nor my
am ho-

ORrpERED, That the‘commanding officer |

do not permit any bagpapeor effe@s belongin
.to Robert Eden,y"Efg;gagf any other pcrfog cg
board the Fowey, to be carried on board the
faid fhip; and: -to take care that all communi-
cation with the faid fhip immediately ceafe.
ORrDERED, That the letters of capt. Montiga

veral letters from the Counci Safety, o

) U greatquantities Sf alted beef and pork have been
purchafed for exportation, which, if not reftrained, may
:eyder the fupplies of the army dificult and uncer-

ain, : i

Refolwed, therefore, That no falted beef or pork, ex-

cept as much as maybe neceffary for the ufe of the crew,

be exported from any of the United Colonics, in an

veflel, under any pretence whatever, until.the farther -

orders of this congrefs.

By order of congrefi e :
JOHN R

une 18.

Refolved, That no nz:m in thefe colonies, charged

~ with being a tory, or unfriendly 1o b
y - liverty, begmiurcd’ in hisf 2 ¢ caufe of American

_ erfon or prope
ma.aner whatever diﬂ:uxg)ed, unle};'s l:hrcty}

againft hlg\ be founded on an order of this co
the affembly, convention, council,. or co
fafety, of the colony, or committee
diftrict. wherein he refides. -
tion fhall not prevent the apprehendin

- found in thecommiffion of fome a& deftru
rican liberty, or jultly fufpe€ted of a defi
fich ad, and intending to efcape, and

trial,
. Extra& from the minutes,

~ i

CHARLES THOMPSON, fecretary,

not the molt untmiportant. It is upon occafion of the

‘uneafinefs’ and diflatisfaétion-that we are told have pre-
) vailed in f.me parts of ‘the country, on ac.ount pf the
<. high prices to which many of the imported articles of
-, mer handife. and fome ncceflaries of life, have ad-
. _vanced. Kut befure we praceed furzber, ‘it is. proper to
- . declare air.opiai Saugkive.of thele

A S
o

Thal s, Ter 4
o bt ot TR

. 5‘:0:: 19. Yefterday the deputies fi ol . - 8iry e !
of this prevince metyin préw?incial cl'-:r;?er?:cecoizntt}lfi: : i Your very humble {cnut"‘"‘jé
city, in confequence of the refolution of the continental . ' d ' N GEO. MONT i
;nn}@:ﬁ;gﬁf&&ﬁft:c;thyi hr}ay,-declaringit-cw,—-g L Rosxar Epsn, Efg; i Y
neceflary e.exercife of azy kind wrborit ; G el - : ‘o pey,”
crovin of Great.Britaia poouidb¢ tetashy ppeca oy In COUNCIL of SAF ETS

the poavers of government exerted undir the authorit

pesp+.’---Colonel Thomas M¢Kean was chofen chai JREPRESENTATIONS ave been made
_ man, col. Joleph Hart, vice.chai Meflrs, e il i ing b :~Sijmuel OF
B. smith, and Samuel C. Morris, fecretaries, W poen Council of Safety this moming by Mr. S320% ¢

deputics are appointed
R e e

frem-every county.

e e e

COCK, prefident,

orin any.
roceeding
ngrefs, or
. mmittee of
ee of infpedtion of the
Provided, that this refolu-
any perfon
ive of Ame.

to commit . facred.

perfon before proper autherity, * for examrilxl:agtlizi.r:;g S G (T o

of the

-We hear - loway and others

this day, to capt. Montagu and Robert Eden,
. Efq; and their anfwers, together with the abore
refolve and order, be immediately publifhed.
- Extra& from the minutes,
~ " G. DUVALL, dk

: ”E%\}II:{Y, gf:{uapa{i:, M;:glaul, 23d Juxe) 1776,

I HAVE the happinefs to acq )

laft \niﬁht I arrived here with his Britannic majedy?
thip the Fowey under 'my command, agreeable ©
an erder from captain Hamond of his majefty’s &ip

nafht you, th

« tion to him, I have hoifted the flag of truce ato]
fore-top-gallant-maft-head, to fhew that Tam £
come in an hoftile manner, ‘and of which I def"
you will be pleafed to acquaint the inhabitants, thd
they may not offer any infults to ‘my ofiicers a5
boats, and Idti my part [ ﬂﬁll*libld'thc’uicelf
have to acquaint you

the pleafure to acq aﬁ'oyrd it

your, and your friends fervice, and that my b

“fhall at any time be ready to attend your:comf
" off; and {ent for your property. . Iam, ..

;. SIR;” ' . Anunapolis, June 24, w‘g“;,

oy . ‘inhabitants of ~this p rin“n'-?
ting forth that a number of white fervapt T00)
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