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 would at leaft have worn the refemblan ¢ of argument,

| the reafon of wite men, and to itand the teft of their

S
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ey TR

Ty the a'.zo'é't._ B of PENNSTL 7,41?14.‘ to r?! v::;h or three firft letters, nothing has-béen yetof-.  turn, began o Kick i peoqls ror biny = e

i - fe ofa icalar reply. ‘The Forefter.feems
LETTER VL : pRite Ply orefter feen
S O e B e Pl e i e ~ © - what he pleafes, -that he may anfiver as he pleifes,~~-
—~Q HE 2ll wife CreaTaR having enabled every oy, follo‘:ﬁing iaa'fpc'cimen’;f his juftice, i?x‘quotixig
man to judge, in fome degree, what 1s i T . i pRiR o L
-good d’;‘l’t’ h;;“{ﬂ:'l:ih‘i, g‘“ggn‘zi fno‘t':r:l?‘:l?: ¢ 1t we now errECT independence, w:_ muft be con-
;38 a . ai i ki
?‘memberz',of'a' free-fiate,—But.-men,in- fidered as a faithlefs people, in the fight of all mankind,

the chief champion againft me. He makes mg:.write .. Cromwell cimifeﬁse’
u

<«

i+ then ufelefs.

¢ : of a king, and/of the
-+ moft abfolute king, er th ious name of a Pro-
#e8or. T he. inftrument of - republican - government,
which he bad at. firft extolled as. the moft perfe@ work - -
of human invention, he began (as foon as he thought’

- his authority fufficiently. iifhed) to reprefent-¢¢ ag 2> ' '

e feleid il 50 g and could fearcely expeétithe. ence of . any nation
neral, may be faid to feel better than they can fee; ;n upon earth, or look up tofheaven for its approviag fen-
therefore “feldord take the trouble to employ t ‘3" . tence;”-.-and upon thig}he exclaims,--.¢ Art thon
thoughts on .public- affairs, while they are tolerably a 4 mad, Cato, or art thou Yoslith, or ait'thou dotb, orart
finiltered, nor is it till oppreflion becomes flagrant, aﬁ thou aver/e than both #* Now, I can fairly leave thofé
even palpable to the fight, thata, peo(ple. are unwerfally o o read my letters, to-applyany or all ot thefe
roufed into a ferious attention to abufes in government. o000yt me as their candour ﬂu{l dire&.  But thofe

Numerous are the eviis which fpring from diftraftions [ "o 00 paper (in whichi it is thought rroper
and convulfions in a ftate; but they are often produc- only to publifh the anfivers .to my letters, ‘without the
tive of one advantage which outweighs them all. The jope Sipempelves) may verily believe I have afferted,
civil . onftitution of countries, aithough long negleéted, _that, i1 ever ave ¢ffe8 independence, meither beaven mer
through the mdg!cnce of the people  and tottering on the earth aviil fmile upen w3, * 1t 1§ hoped, the,efor,? that the
verge of diffoiution, h;v: ncl\‘rtcr{’i;clihtgci:eitfgﬁ‘ggid ~ publithers of that paper, if they ﬂxoulg never mf';rt l3ny
of tueir corruptions, brought back AR etters (in .which may ufe their
ciples, and made "o flourith, with renewed vigour, i R Gy ( Cy By

through many fucceeding ages. But-as this can only
be th.g work o,;- heroifm, conduied by wifilom, virtue,
and prudence every writer who, upon fuch great and
trying vccafions, feeks to'uxagperate, or conceal fatts,

ragraph entire; and then it will be in thefe words s.—-
$¢ In fhort, (if) thus contrddiBing all cur former public
profeffians (we) fbould (now AFFECT independency) as
; : ) : oxr own all, before it appears clearly to the aworld to bave
to ftate hut one fide of a queltion, to warp the judgment been forced upon ns by the cruel band'of the parent-flate, awe
by partial revrefcntations, to give railing for reafon, in- 7 o1 0 bope for union riér g‘“” Be 1he atlembt,
veétives for arguments, and to urge a people into hafty e muft be confidered as_a Faithlefs people in the
refolutions, by addrefiing the inflamed paffions, rather mt of all mankind, and could fcarcely ex theleons
than the fober reafon---cvery fuch writer, I fay, intults g4, . of any nation upon earth, or look up to heaven
his country in diftrefs, and ‘is a fellow-worker with its 07 proving fentence." , B
enemies to haflen its ruin oot The difcerning reader will eafily fee that our honeft
Had the author of CLomiton Senfe confidered this, or . porefier has not ferupled to fake part of -one fentence

he pofleflcd with'the leaft reverence for the judg- o th hith wholly altersithe
;yemnr‘or?f e e e and conne& it with another; which wholly alte

whom he has thought_ hindfelt fit to addrefs, his per-
formance would have been of a different nature. it

above parenthefes, and fupprefies all that effeptial part
which 13 in italics. He who can thus pilfer from the
fenfe of another is come to his laft fhift, and it may be
prefumed would not ftick at any thing to promote his

5 S . caufe, But whatcan | exp from one who ufes the
candid examination. He would have liftened patiently immortal Miliex much in tlr:ﬁmr way ?

to their remarks upon his produétion, and wouid have in the pamphlet called Common Seafe, endeavouring

coolly replied to their objections. He would not have ¢ caablifh his favourite do&rine, that re.onciliation
dare:t to offer fuch an indignity to the public, asto  oip Grear. Britain is now. impoffible, and urging us on

ard contained fomething which had a chance to meet

own pleafure) will be fo juit as to give this mangled pa-.

- rotten plank upon which. no man could truft'himfelf:
without finking.” - He had his .eye fix:d upon ‘the .
- erown ;. but when he procured an offer of it from a.
- packed parliament, his courage fai'ed bim. ‘He had:
outwitted- himfelf, by his own hypocrify ; ‘and -in his
way to power had thrown fuch an odium upon the
name of king, that his own family, apprehenfive he-
would be murdered the moment the diadem ‘fhould’
touch his brow. perfuaded him to decline that honour. -
The great Siondy néver meant more, by his cele.
brated work, than o reform the abufts of mixt govern-
ment j and to reftrain the rapid progrefs which the na.
tion was making, in his time, towards abfolpte mo-
narchy. And he was as much a foe to Cromwell as to
Charles the Firft, ‘confidering both as governing abowe
the laws. BRut hedid not wnite ,againﬂ:glgngt generally,
more than other rulers who might abufe their power."
¢ Nothing, fays he, is farther from my intention
“than to fpeak irreverently of kings," and he explains
what kings he means, viz."thofe limited by law, in
mixt governments; He ha: wrote a whole feion to
fhew that the beft governments in the world have been
commd (as the Englith i-) of menarchy, arifiocragy,
and ¢racy. He fays God ordained a'mixt govern-*
ment, anfwering to this in all its parts; and confifting
of a fingle ;ndgc or chief captain (we contend not for
names) a council of feventeen chofen men, or fanhedrimp

and the gensral affemblies of the le. __Is not this pur
vﬂL : people, ]

ightened - people;— =g gives us only what is included withii the ~owi form compleat? When he fpeaks of populdr go- -

vernments. he ufes the utmoft precifion. ¢ T avoid
unneceflary difputes (fays he) I-give the name of popus
lar governments to thofe of Rome, Athens, §parta, and
the like ; but improgerly, unlels the fame may alfo be
given to many that are ufually called monarchirs, fince
there is nothing of violence in either. Asto popular
governments, in the ftri& fenfe, that is pure democra

where the people in themfelves, and by themfelves, per-
form all that belongy $o government,  know of no iuch

throw out impotent threats (inilead of aniwers) againft ¢4 plood: whatever woffered, be has theun- _thing; and if it be in the world, I have nothing to {x
the meanelt of hid fenow-citizens: (it felifw-titenmyhe— bmi“e“‘“““‘*&;cdwconﬁdmce to iﬁ’u‘ followi.-—-+ For, as _forit.” And more expliéitly (il ‘he fays, * being no

has in this place) merely forendeavouring, in a country
yet free, top‘detc& his mifreprefentations, to fupply his
defeét of materials, and thereby enablea people to'judge
fair.y of their own weighty concerns.

The contelt in which America is engaged was not iy that which the foolith eagle flole, and thereby fet
lightly undertaken. ‘The fword was drawn in defence  her neft on fire, which confumed herfelf and her brood.
of our laws and liberties. ‘Till thefe are rendered fare,  Would not the reader believe that the author had here
let it not be returned to the fcabbard 3 but ftill let not given us fome wife fentiment of MiLTON, fit to be co-
the fcabbard be thrown away. " If our juft rights can be  ied in the condué of a chriftian people? But look at
beft fecured by reconciliation with our own fleth and ¢, place (Parad, Loft, B. iv.) mg ou. will find that it
blood---with a yet powerul nation, whole religion,  as'the peech of the Dewil, meditdting the deftru&ion
laws and manners, in our former happy days, weﬁl = of mankind; and fuited only to the defperate purpofes
ried to cail our own. .-Ged forbid that we fhould thut o ¢hofe, who arein the fame dreadful ifate of mind in

the door againft it, by any hafty meafure amozg our-  yhich our divine defcribes the Devil to have been
felves. Tl%ias ha, y period to our miferies is fill ioped- ;vt tlhc Sme Pt e ,

for and devoutly withed, not only by multitudes of the
zealous friends of America through all the colonies, but
by whole colonies in their public capacity,.regardlefs of
any thing that has yet been offered to the contrary.
‘While this continues to be the cafe, he who fecks to
difturb the union which we nobly fupported on our for-
mer ground, is the worft foe to his couatry. If the . « Get thee behind me™ thou abandoned writer ; and
Britiﬁl adminiftration has a tool here, labouring to for-  take back another of thy compliments! For canft 1bou
ward their ruinous purpofes by divifions and diftrac- ¢ have the feelings of @iman™---tbex who art labouring

MiLTON . wifely. : !
ment grow. wf:’ere wounds of deadly hate bave pierc'd
fo deep.”---How unlucky is this quotation! Our author

Horror and doubt diftra&
His troubled thoughts; and from the bottom ftir
‘Fhe hell within him. For within him hell
He brings, and round about him, mor from hell

' One ftep, no more than from himfelf, can fly.---

tions, THOU ART THE MAN---cven thou, the author to fill the hearts of thy fellow.mortals with irreconcile- .

ot Conimon Senfe, who haft ftarted thine jgais fatuus to'  able hatred, and the feekings of the Dewil ?' 83 for my
draw_the unwary into untried regions,.full of. tremen.-.... fplf -thi they-are founded.on th
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| it 'would add little“to the eredit of ‘their 'works ;- efpe-

exprefles-—never.can true reconcile

thinks he has fnatched a coal from the altar; but it is

way concerned in the defence .of democracy---1 may
leave our knight (Filmer) like Don Quixote, fighting
againft the phantafm of his own brain, and to fay what
he pleaf s againft fuch go ernments as never were, un-
lefs in fuch aplace as *an Marino. near Senegaglia in Ita=
ly, wherean hundred men governabartarousrock thatne
man invades. Asfordemocracy, hemay fay what hepleafes
of ity and I believe it can fuit only fwirl the comvenience .
of .a@ fmall town, accempanied with fuch circumflances a3
are feldom to be found.” 1f Sidney underftood any thing
of the matter, we fee that every colony in Amarica is
a ready too u.awieldy for fuch a government; and therea
fore 1t cannot be a model foran immenfe continenta In

..a word, although this great man lived before the revolu-’
tion, he laid its foundation, died'a martyr to its prin-
ciples, and by one of the firft afts of parliament made
under it, his attainder was repealed, and a folemn nas
tional fanétion given to his writings, :

The teftimony of another protefled Wn10, nay an
INDEPENDENT WHIG (the famous Gordow, in his dif:
courfes upon Tacitus) fhall come next: ¢ Monarchy,

- according to Plato, is the beft government or the worit} .
to which opinion, fays he, 1 fubfcribe, as 1 do to that
of Pbilip de Commines, that England is the place in the

~world where the public is moft equally adminiftered, and

where. the people fuffer the leaft ‘violence, Wearg

_—blefled with a.form of. government, . which .Tacitus ..

dous precipices and quagmires treachicrous to the foot - - do&nines of the SAVIOUR OF ‘MARKIND, -who teaches
whither the wife and confiderate think it not fafeto ‘that no offences in . this world can be fo'great amon
follow. Couldft tHou fucceed. in this, thou doft effec- -brethren as to preclude reconciliation. ¢ If thy brother
Jtually confirm all the flanders of our minifterial foes  repent forgive him™---and if thou canft not forgive,
againft us; and inftead of America firong in domeflic  How canft thou lift up thine eyes to thy Heavenly Fa.
aion and fupported by a refpeflable part of Britain, ther for forgivenefs of thy fins, or even thofe of thy
‘thou wilt give us Bfitain amifed, and Americarent by fingle pamphlet 7 Hadft thou done juftice to MiLToN,
#vifions, amidt the mighty conteft, Thou fayelt that  thou mighteft have thewn him in his own proper perfon,
‘WOw is the exa& time for adopting thy plan, and hélde®  upon my fide of the queftion ; proclaiqing the doétrines
t'}P}i rgj_‘l_l :‘; the fure, con({egt:f{xtu;ch of theilhn‘tt'a delayl-e-  of his Heavenly Mafter.--- s
hoa fridf the fame, and di reaten the fame, near Ll k. B .
three months ago, if we hefitated a moment to_follow gh ﬂ‘ac’o'.‘:c;‘:ﬂ“ﬁm‘n Z’:;’:,;hl Dde‘vf;lg;!:cmn d
“thy advice.  Poffibly any time may be thy Now, efpe. - Olt?m et e el el h’;ud:rb v
cally if* thon fhoaldft have nothin%to lofe,. and. perad- . Of?ﬂ e S ng roc!aigin peace
venture mayft hope to.gain fomeshing by the change. Yot l"‘:x"bhg::d‘enmi sl e sl ol
‘But when the Almighty fhall be pleaied to fay now, % IvE I8 Hearecs md?” ericifoars
.thy interpretations will -be unneceflary...He will fend w aﬁf‘g e o n;" ik :t'ge”o ddtro; :
conviltion ‘along with it in circumftances fo clear'and thef g s ST e
. knambiguouys, that they avbe run may read them. . Thou mayft apply this to our cruel oppreffors; and I
" Fhe public will_excule the occafional notice Iam " fay nothing againft thee thercin, except where thou
forced totake- of-the anfwers hitherto given. to my  urgeft thy terrible doétrine of the impoflibility of recon-

letters, " Were : I difpofed to deviste from my plan, or, ciliation; and to make it whelly ixf;;gomblg'm_ﬁﬁvin

by immédiate retaliation, ‘to draw the attention of the ’to infpire fentiments .iato_thy brethren, which woul
reader to the, ** politi<al chara&ers: conneétions and de- * difgrace their chriftian profeffion. But I leave thee on
Pardencies™ of my antago AL, 0 e :
Common Seaft, §i-his'new charater of the Forefter, al-  fhall, in two or three letters more, leve the public an

lows tobe've ential in’fuch a controverfy) I believe ,po.ﬂeriz' finally to judge between thee and mie, Swum .
cuigue

N . w?'ﬂt';"w. f;z,udit-' gvm.‘bsgﬁth my
cully if npun'enquiry it Thould be'found that'they have  remarks upon thy furious antipathy, to mixt gevern-
et 'e_r_;".f}::hhrié?e}»gh"cbnh’e;&idﬁ ‘iﬁ,this;phc?;'nnd © ments,-in which thou'bmﬁ;rp;ﬂ'qg. allthe writers I
that they-are thie'Svowed infiruments and dependents of  bave met ‘with; nor thall I quote "ny‘%-"w ex-
fome, who, havirg b tonterh in'our domeftic' affairs, ° cept thofe who are acknowledged to have ftood foremoft
°.nﬂ¢ﬂgﬁtléﬁ conflantly-intermeddling with;ghqln,tlt‘o ' :;hthcw ° Pgii:t‘l):n to tl}l:.; 'eo.:eﬁu roag:h‘_n_l:aent;:ii of monarchy.
e Sreat fi AAnUY IniEnnecciing with e, 1o g - icd th 0
publc caur e SRR T IR TS . e R ageriere e ot themfelves fsiethxrm.rcpnbgc.s.
i, Bbut 'bave no' immediate occafion to.enter into fuch "",Th?"." Iy made ufe 'of the, pame o favon
'_‘"ﬂql!‘,ry.‘-lnd'a'm’béppy to'find' that, although mear a- ~of the people; a
Yozen aniwers have'been given inone thapd or anether - mouated to )

L o
. ' 1 .
o
3

-mentions as. the moit pertect, and thinks the hacdeft ta
be framed; that happy balance and mixture of intea
refts, that fecures every intereft.,™ . =~ . ' .

" . Polybius (as be is quoted by Montagu, on the rife
and of republics) agrees with Plato,. ¢ The beft |
form of government, fays he, is that which is compofed

of a duc admixture of memarchy, arifiescracy ‘and .dezise .. Ls

”»

'crag. ---Of all legiflators he preters Lycurgas, whom he
lo
To perpetuate the Spartan government, he. united the

liar excellencies of the beft forms into one, that - -

neither of .the three parts, by fwelling beyond its juft
hounds, might ever be able to deviate-into its original

inborn defects. - Montagu adds---¢¢ § cannot. help ob<. -

ferving, on this occafion, that our own' conftitution, as -
fettled at the revolution, fo nearly coincides with-Ly- .

curgus's general plan, - that' it feems at firft fight ta be

formed by that very model,™. And indecd in the con-
ftitution of mixt governmeats, there is fomething mere
fubftantial than an attachment  ta the myftical number -
thres,'in, this triple union of poWéesmAll pawer lddged, ;.

- .uncontrouled, in ess,ar maxy, bas been thewn to be full -

" of danger.j lodged-3m fave diftinét ‘bodies,, _th? x;;‘r i
.chance: to ;difagree. 3 but the addition of a thifd -

gonifts, (which ‘the author of  this head ; and if thou doft not too much interrupt m’c& ~ turns the fcale, ‘and fasther additions’ would onlyba s

5 ‘;pl:ave not loft fight of Mestefgeics, whole fengzmgi&.. -
.as applicable w;'h "ﬂ wgﬁmg’n i praflicess
. well.as theory thall be'bniefly introduced in my next, to -
35& this part of my work ;~y and then let-ths authior 3’ s
"+, Commen Senfe combat, the arg:nqm of .thefe'great men.

.+ as’ well sa he cany. for-he has. yet faid-nothing that is

-, any 'wag applicablé:to them;-and. mu&'»loobf_qq‘puz;:

. .aguments_thangthofe drawn, dtlite, of

. Englith contitition, it b £¥pe@s:to ferye hiv tang:
T 8"?"’7;1"!‘1'}@ rnd T XQUNG, e

s ol sty

upon rather as divinely.infpired, than asa man. .
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