+-king, to.encourage,” hy every means’ in y

~t1)g-:x'pc%atiq'm, in b?&ma;;llg"s ‘wéll“ difpofed

- in.this gove nment of.every, afliftance and prote&tion ths

“fldte Sf Great-Britain will enable his maje'ly, to afford
them, and to cruth every appearance of a difpefition on
their part to withftand the tyranny and mifrule which
accompany the aéts of thofe who have but too well hi-
thirto fucceeded in the fubverfion of legal government.
Under fuch affurances, therefore, [ exhort all the friends

to good ord+r, and our juftly adinired conftitution, ftiil

to preferve that conftancy of mind, which is inherentin -
breafts of virtuous and loyal citizens, and 1 truft a very

few months will relieve them from their prefent op-
prefléd; injured, and infulted condition. .

England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, have united
tdPplace their whole ftrength, power, and confidence in
his.majeity’s hands. The numerous addreffers from all
parts of the king's dominions in Europe, {peak the loy-
alty and zeal with which bis (ubjefts there engdge to
{upport his majefty in afferting and maintaining the juft
fovereignty of the Britifh empire over all its members.

The Britifh ftate moves not by, fudden and violent
fallies, nor wantgaly opprefles ; fhe has lenity for her
bafis, and is difhnguifgcd for moderation and for-
bearance; but when her juft indignation is roufed, the
experience of other nations can teftify her weight and
farce, It cannot be fuficiently lamented, that the
coriduét of this country has cz!led for fo fevere a rod ;
may a timely and dutiful fubmiflion avert its ftroke.

I have the f{atisfattion to inform you that a door is
ftill open to fuch houeft, but deluded people, as will
avail themlelves of the juftice and benevolence, which
the fupreme legiflature has held out to them of being
reftored to the king's grace and peace, and that proper
fleps have been taken for‘pamn a commiffion for that
purpofe, under the great f{eal of Great-Britain, in con-
form:ty to a provifion. in a late aét of parliament, the
commiffioners thereby to be appomted, having alfo
power to enquire into the ftate and condition of the
colonies for effe@ing areftoration of the public tran-

uillity.”
. T RY ON.

By an exprefs arrived laft night from Cambridze,
which place he left the 14th, we learn, that general
Howe intended a feint of embarkation, in order to
draw off our troops from Dorchefter point, who intended
to attack his lines, which at the fame time were doubly
manned. The bait did not take, gen. Wathington fe-
cured the heights with 7000 men, and a referve of
sooo were ready at Roxbury, te fuftain them in cafe
of need. Our army foon increafed to the amount of
30,000 men; every thing confpired to render general

- Howe's defigns fruitlefs, and-he has at length been
obliged to turn his feint into areal embarkation, He
can no longer ftay there, ashe isinfilated on every
fide,

The admiral's. fhip, and a number of the tranfports
had left the harbour, and were in Nantaiket road. 7 he
reft of the army embarking as faft as poflible, and
there is no doubt but their deftination is for New-
York.

General Wathington has already detached fix regi-
_.ments for_this_place,  who _are already advanced. o
hundred miles towards it. Two thoufand nmen from
Connect:cut are coming, thirteen other regiments will
foon be here, fo that we fhall in a few days have an
army o afl nty.-
encmies, and we have a train of two hundred picces
of cannon ready to falute them,

W M.

P HTL A DELZPHTI A.

In CONGRES S, Saturday, March 16, 17:6.

IN times of impending calamity and diftrefs, when
the liberties of America are imminently endangered b
the fecret machinations and open affaults of an infidi-
qus and vindiétive adminiftration, it becomes the indif-.
penfible duty of thefe hitherto free and happy colonies,
with true penitence of heart, and the moft reverent de-
votion, publicly to acknowledge the over-ruling provi-
dence of God;-to confefs and depiore our offences
againft  him; and to fupplicate his interpofition for
averting the threatened danger, and. profpering our
ftrenuous efforts in the caufe of FreEDOM, VIRTUE,
and- PosTERITY.

The congrefs therefore, confidering the warlike pre.
purations of the Britifh miniftry to fubvert our invalu-
able rights and privileges, and to reduce us, by fire and
fword, by the favages of the wildernefs, and by our own
domettics, to the moft abject and ignominious bondage :
~Defirons;~at-the-fime-tiftie; to have
- and degrees duly impreffed with a folemn fenfe of God's
fuperintending providence, and of their duty devoutly
to rely, in all their lawful enterprizcs on his aid and di-
retion---do earneftly recommend that Friday the 1th
day of May.next be obferved by the faid celonies as a
day of HuMILIATION, FASTING, and PrAYER; that we
may, with united hearts, confefsand bewail our manifold
fins and tranfgreflions, and by a fincere repentance and
amendment of life appeafe his righteous dipleafure, and
through the merits and mediation of Jefus Chri&, ob-
tain his pardon and forgivenefs. Humbly imploring
his afliftance to fruftrate the cruel purpofes of our un.
. matural enemies; and by inclining their hearts to juf-
tice and benevolence, prevent the further effufion of
- kindred blood. But if continuin teaf to the voice of

_ réafon apd -humanity, and inflexibly%ent on defolation

. and war, they.canftrain us to repel their hoftile inva-
“*"fions by open refiftance, that it may pleafe the Lord of

i bqﬁ:, the God of armies, to animate our officers and fol-

diers. with invincible fortitude, to guard and protet

; --them in the day of bartle, and to crown the continental

arms by fea and land with vi®ory and fuccefs : "Rar.
neftly befeeching him to blefs our civil rulers and the

and conventions; to preferve and ftrengthen their

T - < union ; to infpire them with an ardent difinterefted love

of their country ; to give wifdom and flability to their
councils ;- and direct them to the moft efficacious mea-

furés for eflablithing the rights of America on the moft -

* honourable and permanent bafi...that he would be gra.
ciopfly pleafed to blefs all the people in thefe colonies
with fiealth and plenty, and grant that a fpirit ef incor-
.ruptible.patriotifm, and of pure urdefiled religion, may
" ‘univerfally prevail ; and thiscontinent be fpeedily re-
ftored to the bleflings of p nd r, and ¢
tranfmit them inviolaté to the latest pofterity.

i~
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“claim no merit in it.

O-OppoieoUr T him their duty

_tives, except fo far as relates to INDEPERDENCY.

ge:__ that topic I propofe, as_occafion offers, .to handle at_ . cround .w
avepeoplesfat ranks—Tonic Tength. - For L-find the- chicl-refentment Jevelled—- Fit

.
«

_ reprefentatives of the people in their feveral affemblies -

of peace.dnd libdrty, and enabled -

e ’

" By erder of congrefr,

- JOHN HANCOCK, prefident.
Atteff. Cuaxres THoMsON, fecretary.” g
Extra® of a letter from Cambridge, March 10,

« We were lat night difappointed in.an attempt,
made to poffefs ourfelves of Nook's Hill; we were too
much elated with the advantages lately gained, and [
muft think imprudently laid out the ground in the
open-day, and in the ta.e of the enemy. [I'hey took
the alarm, and as foon as it was dark began a very
heavy cannonade, which was kept up on both fides
without interiniffion until fun-rife. As the fire of the
enemy was principally direted to the ipot we intended
to intrench upon, our people were obliged to be drawn
off, after lofing three or four men.

¢ As we are fo near the towu every fhot from our
batteries muft take place, the sumbling of which I
could diftinétly hear amonglt the houles; fome of which
this morning exhibit the dreadtui havoc made by our
lait night’s work. [f the enemy remain much longer,
I am of opinion we fhall leave very little for Mr. Howe
to reek his vengeance on in that aevoted city. -

¢ There is lefs appearance this day ot their em-
barkation thian has been for fome days pait. Their
fick and wounded, their heavv baggage, and chief part
of their heavy artillery is, by every account we get,
already on board ; fo that I believe we fhall foon draw
nearer to you, as New-York will probably be their
deftination; if that fhould be the cale, your galiant
alfociators will have an opportunity of fhzwing their
fpirit. We are likely to have a warm night ot it—if
any thing material happens, and I am lett in the land
of the living, you fhall foon bear it.”

-

9o the PEOPLE. of PENNSYLVANIA.
L E T T E R Il

W HEN I fat down to addrefs you, a refolve or vote
of our committee of infpedlion tor calling a coNVEN-
T1oN had alarmed many good friends of the province,
on account of our charter-conititution ; and therctore 1
dete mined freely to examine the right of the committee
to convene fuch a body, the neceflity of their being con-
vened, the powers which they might atluine, and the
cunfufion fuch a meafure muft produce. s But in the e-
vening of the fame day on which my firit letter was
publified, we were acquainted, ¢ by order and in be-
half of the committee,” that they had recalied their for-
mer vote ; and therefore, as the refoiution for this recal
was probably formed before my publication, [ fhall
r The pubh: feemns willing to
afcribe it to motives of prudence, fuggeited by the ge-
neral difapprobation of the covv-nttin-fibeme---the zeal
fhewn among all ranks of propic tor the lupport of cur
ancient government by afleubliics, and tue littie prof-
peét that any regard would have been paid to the edicts
of a body ot mén, coattituted w taout neueifity, even if
we couhi fuppofe any numb.r of our county Lo
tees wiliing to unite 1 silpning powers which vere ne-
ver delegated to them. i
turthoterwho correfpond < -beta! fofthe vommitees
give us other reafons than the avove. They ted us,
that they itave held a ¢ confer nce with feverad memn-
bers of «ffembiy,” and have, in be alf of this province,

At 5 3 Ky 0 -~ lc uA i 'kc'“ "/
them to declare the.fenfe bf as _maxfy‘ \bandred :bu‘/f.ﬂ,‘-‘ :
‘in‘a matter of the greateit importance that evep came.

before us! Can you, my countrymen, - acquiefce in fuch
a horrible doétrine? or does not the bare-mention of i
ftill further convince you that your %iberties -can be ng”
where fo fafe as in the hands o? your reprelentativey iy
aflembly 2. « Thofe whe are not. inebriated with Jad,. -
¢ pendency will certainly allow, that the inftruftiony g,
¢ their delegates were dittated by the true fpirit of
f¢ peace, juitice, and cxatted pslicy. Who fo prope’
¢ to intruct them as thofe chofen by yourfelves, not i
¢ tire hour of paflivn, riot and contufion, but in
¢ nay of peace and tranquil reflexion 2. ; hefe. worde.f
borrow from a pampulet jult publithed undeg the title
of Plain Truth ; which | woud re ommend to ybur pe-
rufal, as containing many judicious remarks up n ¢}
mifchievous tenets and paipable abfurdities held torth in
the pamphiet {o fallely c;\lrcd Common Senfe. o !

I have, in my fecond letter, freely declared my poj.
tiral creed, viz.---4 ‘That the true interatt of Americy
4¢ lies in reconciliation with Great-Hritain upon conttiy.
¢ tional principles. and that I with it upon none elfe,»
I now proceed to give my reafons for this declaration,
Tt is fit, in fo great a quetion, that yeu fhould weigh
both fides well, ‘and exercite that good fenlé for which
the inhabitants of thefe colonies have been hitherto dif.
tinguifhed ; and then [ fhail be under no apprelienfions
concerning the pernicious, though fpecious plans, which
are every day publithed in our news papers and pam.
phlets. The people generally judge right, when the
whole truth is plainiy laid before taem; but through
inattention in {fome. and fondnefs for novelty in others,
when but one fide of a propufition is agitated and per.
fevered in, they may gradually deceive themfelves, and
adopt what cooler reflection and future dear-bought ex.
perience may prove to be ruinous,

Agriculture and comwerce have hitherto been the
happy employments, by which thete mwd#le colonies have
rifen into wealth and iinportance. By them tue face of
the country has bren changed from a barren wildernefy
into the hofpitable abodes of peace sad plenty.  With.
out them, we had either never exifted as Americans, or
exifted only as fuvages.- -T he oaks would ftill have pof-
fefied their native fpots of earth, and mever have ap.
peared in the form of fthips and houies. What are now
well cultivated fieids or flourithing cities, wouid have
remained only the {olitary haunts of wild bealts, or of
men equally wild. i

hundred pe

« o«

That much ot our former felicity was owix'\g-to. the - |

protection of Engiand is not to be denied ; and that we
might ftill derive great advantages from her protetien.
and friendthip, ir' not valued at too.high.a price,_ is e
qually certainy noris it worth enquiring. whether that

" protcétion was atforded us more tor her own iake than

ours, ‘That the former was the cafe, more,efpecially
fince the colonies grew into confequence, I have not the
leaft doubt, but that this is a reafon for our rejeting
any future, connexion with her I muit utterly deny,
Anthough T:confider her as having, in her late condutt
towards us/ 37ted the part of a cruel jlep dame, and not
of a fottering parent, 1 wouid nor therefore. quarrel
with the benefits [ may reap from a connexion with her,
and can expect to reap no where elfe. _}f by her. flee

and armbes every nation on the globe 1; deterred from
invading our properties, either on the high ftess, in fo.
reign countries, or on our own coafts, ought we not in
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--that the fu.d membershawe pro.
mifed all future wtiention to the fane---but that tie
committee, watchtul tor our gosd, and yot wiiing to
truft them too tur, 1tiil holu the rod over thom, und
therefure have not annuiled their voty, tut have only
been graciouty pleaied to torbear, ¢ for the prifent, the
Joravarding tke e:ters” [or iffu ng the writs] for ¢ calling
a convventian.” ¢
This is rather fpoken in a lordly ftyle, if it be any
thing more than the affuming language ot the -0 who
correfpond in the name of the committee., But if there
be thofe who think a back door mere honourable tor a
retreat than the frons, 1 would not wound their dignity,
nor throw a (traw in the way to retacd then., It is pro-
bable that our aflembly may now be permitted to exer-
cife their own judgment. without further attempts to
intimidate them in the difcharge of the important truft
committed to them by the voice ot their country ; and
therefore, as I would avoid contention at all times, and
efpecially at this dangerous crifis, I fhall likewife sor the
ﬁrefmt fuibear fending to the prefs every thing which [
ad prepared in vindication of our injured reprefenta.

But

againft them, appears to be en account of t :eiv inftruc-
tions to their delegates. Thefc, in the eyes of fome
men, ftand as an infurmountable barrier in the way of
their deftructive purpofes, and I truft will ¢ontinue fo
to ftand till removed by the clear fenfe of an uncorrupt-
ed majority of the good people of this province. With-
out full.proofs of this, the affembly can neither confent
to any -change of our conftitution, or to make the leaft
transfer of our allegiance ; and thefe proofs ought to be
more pure than what can flow through the foul pages of
interefted writers, or ftrangers intermeddliog in our af.

fairs, and avowedly preffing their republican fchemes .

upon us, at the rilque of all we hold valuable, Nor
would [ be willing to receive thefe proofs from commit.
tees, as propofed in the evening poft of the gth inftant,
by one who figns himlelf ¢ 4 Lower of Order,” but
fhould be ftyled an Luthor of Confufisn,

‘¢ It would be proper, fays he, that the conftituents
of the congrefs fhould declare their fentiments upon
that head (iNDePENDENCE] as foon as poflible. 1 his
may. be done by the various committees and conventions
on the continent. Their votes and refolves fhould
determine the queilion in the congrefs. The firlt
congrefs was nothing but the Echo of committees and
conventions. In the prefent important queftion con-
cerning INDEPERDENCE, the congrefs SHOULD only,
as in the former cafe, scHo back the fentiments of
the people,” that is of commirtees and conventions.
And thus we may be 5CHOED and R&-ECHOED out of
our liberties, ouf praperty, our happinefs, and plunged
deeper and deeper into all the growing horrors of war
and bloodfhed, without ever being confulted ! for | in-
fit upon it, that no committees ‘wers ever entrufted
with any authori
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is quettion. “T have Already obferved

by.how few voices our largeft coum;i;}ec’ of 4 buadred . foldiers or Lanters,

.
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to fpeak-the fenfe_of ‘the _people_of -

lound-patiey-to-prefitbyher-ftrength,—amd;—withourTe-
gauding the motives of her condnét, embrace the op.
portunity of becoming rich and powertul in her triend-
fhip. at an expence far efs than it would coft us merely
t2 exift in alilance with any other power ?

If our prefent ditfzrences can be accommodated, thera
is fcarce a probability that fhe will ever renew the late
fatal tyftem cf policy, or attemnpt to employ force agaipft
us. But fhould fire be fo infatuated, at any tuture pe.
rivd, as to think of fubjugating us; either by the arts of
corrugtion, or oppreflive exertions of power, can we en-
tertain a doubt but t:at we fhall again, with a virtue
equal to the prefent, and with the weapons of detence
in our hands (whtn neceflary) convince her that we are
willing, by a conttitutional connexion with her, to af-
ford and receive reciprocal benefits ; but although fub-
jects °f-«jg‘° fame king, we will not confent to be her
flaves. It was on this ground, and not ftor the purpoie
of trying new ferins of government, ¢ or ercéting fe-
parate independent flates,” that America emnbarked in
the prefent glorious conteit.  On this grosad, and upon
none clfe,. the Continental union is formed. On this
ground we have a powerful fupport among the true fons
of liberty in Great-Britain ; and ladly, upon this.
e-have-the-utmoit-affurance: of - obtaining a-
tultTedre(s of our grievantes,”and an ample fecurity a-
Eainl}. any future violation of our juft rights. and if

creafter, in the fuinefs of time, it thall be neceflary to
feparate from the land that gave birth to our ance orsg
it will be in a ftate of perfect manhood, when we can
fully wield our own arms, and prete@ our commerce
and coafts by our own fleets, without looking tv any
nation upon-earth for affitance.

‘I bis, 1:fay, was our ground, and thefe our views,
univerfally declared from ti:e origin of thi. conteit, till
within a few weeks ago, when fome gleams of recoaci-
liation bc%zn firit to break in upon us. If'we now
mean to change this grounn, and rejeét all propofitions
of peace, from that moment we are deierted by every ad-
vocate of our caufe in Great-sritain.  We talfity every
declaration which the congrefs hath heretofore hud
forth in our behalf. We abandon all prolpet of pre-
ferving our importance by trade and agriculture, the
ancieat, fure, and experienced road to weaith and
happinefs. :

In fhort, if thus contraditting all our former public °
profeflions, we fhould now affe independency as our -
own att, before it appears clearly to the wosld to have
been forced “upon us by the
ftate.-.-We could neither hope for union nor fuccefs is’
the attempt. We muft be confidercd as 2 faitlilefs peo- -
ple in the fight of all mankind, and could fcarcely ex:
pect the confidence ot any nation upon earth, or look
up to heaven for its approving fentence. tiithe con’

trary, every convulfion attendant upon revolutions and
innovations' of governwneiit, untimeiy at empted or -
natly,deicared, might be gur portion ; adde:d to the lofs

of trade for want of protc&ion; the confequént decay
of hutbandry; bloo«ﬁhed aad defolation ; with an exe
change-of-the-¢aly-and-fourithing-condition of farniery—
and merchants, for a life, at veft, of hardy povertypas ’
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