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~ March 6.

&zrom‘: MafTctifettd. Bay'; and that nothing material h

uebec. oy
We are informed by a captain of a veffel
from Rhode-Ifland, that lait week capt. Wallace landed
his mariies on Conanicut, in the evening, and began to
burn the buildings, but being diicovered by one of the
centinéls, a number of our people concealed themf(elves
behind the walis and fences until thiey came near them ;.
but the commander,thiking it unfair to fire on them-
without giving them notice, called out, *¢ Who comes
there > when be heard Wallace order his men to make
ready, upon which our pty inftantly fred among
them, and tilied and wounded thirty of _\Vallace‘s'
people ; among the flain was an oficer of marines, and
the drummer, who was kiiled by Wallace's fide, which
was plainly -feen by the iislit of the houfes on fire.
Thofe that were not wounded cf Wallace's party re-
treated on board the fhip with greater hafte than they
landed.

.Wednezfiay lait Wallace and his fleet went down the
bay to khod=-1tland _on which they gave hima can.
nonading as ‘he paflfed, and on Saturday he 1eturncd

ately happened =t

- again, when they paid hira the fame compliment.

Extraé? of a ltter from Moatreal, Feb. 19, 1776. .

¢ Capt. Graham, of the fecond battalion, i3 juft ar-
rived from Quebec--.nothing very material, but that
the blockade is kept up compi=ely, and frequent defer-
tions from the town: | am toid they had been fcen to
break up the veflcls in the harbour for fire-wood :
Tiis abfolutely does great honour to general Arnold
and his little party, however they will now get eafe, as
troops are coming in pretty futt; one company of
Pennfylvania troops arrived yefterday with fome Ame-
rican manutadured gunp.wder, and maay of the New-
England volunteers ¥e now have, I imagine, about

rgoo-men before- Quebee;-but—belore-thereinforcemen
arrived, the blockade wns kept up with about 500 men,
exclufive of a few « anadians, in whom little or no de-
pendance could at that time be put. nor indeed at any
time, without a greater force of Continental troops.

We hear, by a gentleman from Rhode-ifland, that
the Macaroni privateer had taken a trantport thip fram
London : It is faid that there were found or board or-
ders fer general Howe only to aét-en the defenfive, till
further orders.

§We hear a number of troops are evacuating Bofton,
and cmbarking on board the tranfposts; and it is
thought they intind to vifit New-York very fhortly.”

We are juft informed that our army at Roxbury had-
regained pefleflion ot Dorchefter-Neck, and had brought-
with thenr fome-mortars and battering ¢annon.

PAILADELPHIA, Marho.

Extrall of a letter from.-New-York,.dated March 6.

¢ A letter from Cambrid e, of the 29th ult. informs,:
That preparations were ftill making {or getting to work
on Dorchefter-Neck and Bofton; ‘hat the enemy were

well acquainted with their defigns, and had’ lately -

thrown up feveral works to weaken our fire; that on
the 28th, they (the enemy) ccinpieated a boamb battery
and a gun flztch oppofite Letchmore's: Point, and pro.
mife our totks a vifit a- foon asthey break ground on.

- :ﬁgé‘(‘!"ﬁs’ theif ficcefs, dnd’ groftituting the ery

of p:ib‘l
neceflity to cloak an ambition, which needs as much to
be checked in the /owefl as the kigkefl, they have now
the aftonithing boldneis to aim at a total deltruétion of
our charter conftitution, and feizing into theirown hands
our whole domeftic™police, with legiflative as wel as
executive authority.

To prepare the way-for effefting this moft ruinous
defign, the MAJEsTY OR THE PEORLE OF PENN-
sYLvyanta has been grievoully wounded, in the per-
fons of their legal reprefentatives, by repeated attempts
to intimidate them in the difcharge of the great truft
committed to them by the voice ot their country, :nd
the moft fcurrilous mifreprefentation of patriotic exer-
tions which have not been.excesded by any other body
upon the continent.

Since tl:¢ Prefs is at'length become fo free, that fuch:
publicatiors are thought tolerable onm one fide, it can-
not but be judged reafanable, that it fhould be equally-
free on the other fide alfo; efpecially, where charges are
to be anfwered, and innocence defended. At all rifks
Iam determined to make the cxperiment, and to offer
one appeal to the remainder of our-ancient virtue. Nor
need any perfons be atarmed’; for an indecent or angry
expreflion fhali not difhonour my pen, nor yet a fingle
fentiment, which is not calculated to cement all parties
in the provirice, upon fate'and popular grounds, more
firmly th2n ever, in executing the refolves of congrefs,
and mgrintaining American Giberty.  So- far as our com-
mittees confine themfelves to the purpoles of their ap-
pointment,- which are merely executive; f{o far as they
are exerting themfelves to effe€t'what is well expreffed-
in the Evening Poft of lait Thurfday, to have been their
original defign, viz. ‘¢ a.faithful execution of the affo-
ciation entered into by the continental congrefs, re-
lieving ard aflifting thofe who may- fuifer by the fufpen.

—trade,—promoting—reeonentation-upon- conftitu:
tional principles between Great.Hritain and her colo-
nies ;.the encouraging the manufaétory of fuch articles

as are neceflary for our existence, cloatuing and defence; -

the preventing manutadturers or: venders of goods and
merchandife trom felling the fsme at unufual and extra-
vagant profit,” and hoiding up tranfgreffors of every
rank to public cenfure, without tear or affeétion—io
rar, I fay,, they ought to have the thanks of their.
country for generoufly beftewing their time and atten-
tion to its fervice, and ought to be fupported by all
gesd men. In this vicw they deferve the greateft com.
mendation. for their late vigorous endeavours to refcue
their injured feilow-citizens, from the avaricious gripe
of engroffers and toreftaliers,

But if, inftead of being confined ta fuch purpofes as
thefe, any individuals of" our committees, who [ truft
will never amount to a majority, fhould, by the bait of
power thrown out to.them by defigning men of this or
any other province, be led out of their line, to inter-
fcre in matters foreign to their 2ppointment, I am per-
fuaded, that when they ierioufly confider what may be
oftered on this head, they will perceive that fuch a con-
duct (as it never can be fubmitted to by the people of
this province) would give a more effe€tual ftab to our

domeftic harmony, and to the public cuufe, than ali the -

efforts -of all the-dynfeded paifons in- America can
give.
Ip.caring 05 -Qus freat—e

TTRLY VLR ', & . R * """“ : _an
Al 0 be_ well fourided,  WHerd they“dre fo, T fhy
e ready to contéfs it; and as perfcg{;dn is not tog
expeéted, in the firft hatty eflays of any public badie,
providing for new and unprecedented cafes, I douly
not, they will readily make fuch amendments, as
appear necefliry to themfelves, or be fuggelted by p,
onable men. 'In fome.infances, | fhall fhew, gl
they deferve public thanks, for refufing to cemply wiy
fome requifitions formerly mado; aad ths. others 3,
now made, which they cannot affent to, withmn' ¥
manifeft violation of our conftitution; fuch as h!cn.mi
the military aad civil power, and giving field officr gy
who may
termining appeals, and difcharging afleilinents, whigp
is now fafely ledged in the conttitutional way, wig
commifioners choten by the people, )

CAZTO;,

WILLIAMSBURG, -
Bxiraf of aletter from a member
&grefi of North-Carslina,
February 24, 1776.
¢ A gentleman of the name of Smith has juft no.IE
lodged feven of the leadersof the Regulators in.Haljf, ‘
jail, among whom are tour of the Fields. The nam

Mareh v..

of the prowvincial m
to col. Howe, dated at Hajg".i

of the others T do not know, but ncither Hanter m; o

Files are amongft them. He inforias me, that the iy |5
firrection is entirely fupprefled with refpect to the Ra
gulators, and f{ays he thinks the Highlanders are di;
perfed before now. I do not
this laft mentioned conjcéture,
accounts than Mr. Smith's (who was only as low dow;
I believe, as Chatham ¢ urt-houfe) which contradit iy, ;
However, it is clear to = that there will nat be 1 oy
fired upon this occafion ; for the number of our troug

(not lefs; perhaps; than so0o) will undoubtedly awe 13, 4

Highlanders into fubmiffion, if they are not already dig §
pérfed.  Governor Martin, it feems, had kept up a cor. f
refpondence with the difaffeéted in the weftern part «f §

this province, had formed a plan of infurrection, iffue b8

colonels commiffions to many counties for this purpos
and ordcered that fuch men as thou!d take arms fhou{

repair to the royal ftandard, at Brunfwick, by the 14 X

of this month, promiting that they fhould be then ay
there fupported by sooo regulars,

“ Your mind being relieved from all anxiety for y
you will be at full liberty to exert all Lour. powers Fx'

the good of Virginiaj and I fatter myfeif that your cou. [

dutt will bring credit to your country, and hanour 1
yourfelf,”

Extral-of a letter from Hampton, dated February a3,
¢ General Clinton, with two men of war (the Mer.

cury and Kingfither) three tranf orts,and four tenders, B8

fatled on Monday, 1 believe for fea; and tiis morning

another kings fhip, which I took to bs the Liverpool, §4

and a tender, came down from Norfolk, and 1 .
gine are gone out of the capes;” ;

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY,.
Febryary 12, 1776

About a weck azo two minute ccmpanies arrived
lLere from Maryland, one from Kent counts-_underthe
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Dorcheiter ; that the principal part of their heavy can
non, hofpital ftores, &c. are on board fhip; all the
fquare rigged veflels in the harbour are taken up, and
received two months advan.e to tranfport the troops
and tory inhabitants, if neceflary, to a lefs hoftile fhore ;
that Monday or 7 uefday next will be the important
day ; that we have forty-five batteaus, each to carry
eignty inen, and two floating batteries, ftationed at the
wmouth ot Camibridge river ; 1t the enemy nuke a fzrious
affair of Daorcheiter,. we may rufh. into the weft part of
Bofton ; the enemy’s firength (marines, torics and ne- .
groes includsd) about 7ec0---our’s about 20,000 ; that
two of our privateers had fallen in with an armed brig

. of 13 guns, engaged her fer three hours, and fent hex

off on the careen,™

ExtraB of a’ lnter frem Newbern ( North:Cearolina)
February 13.

¢t An exprelt arrived here yeRerday from the back
country, informing us that the regulators and tories
were making head there, and intended marching to
Crofs-Creek, and from thence to Cape-Fear. I am of
opinion they will get well flogged before they reach
Cape-Fear, provided they will fight. Our minute-
men, and part of the militia, march to-morrow, and
will join col. Cafwell in Dobb's county, from which
place he-will march in two er three days with-near a'
thoufand men yder bis command. " Col. Rutherford
inforimed -me this day, that.col. Afhe, in New-Hanover
county, was on his march two days ago againt the re-
gulators, &c. with near-twe thoufandinen. If three or
four more of our colonels, in this province, raife as
many men, which I expeé will foon be the tafe, they.
will be able to attack ten thoufand regulars, andbeat’
them too, I think, as our men will ﬁggt with great re-
folution,”

To the PEOPLE of PPNNSYILVANIA,
L BEET T E R L :
My peEaR COUNTRYMEN,

THE wifdom of fome nations has been greatly com.

-mended, becaufe they never ena&ed any neaw law,
nor fuffered any innovation in their ancient conftitu-
tions, without firt propofing the matter te the people,
and giving them a full opportunity to exprefs their ap.
probation or diflike. It is true, we have never come
up-to the perfe@ion of this rule, yet in the former

Y controverfy—wth Frgiand;
Pennfylvania has no need, either to make the leaft fa-
crifice of its conft:tution, nor yct to yield in zeal to the
foremolt of the colonies. It has been our fingulor hap-
pinefs from the beginning, that we have been able to
grant, and have actuaily granted, as large funis for the
common fervice as any ot our neighbours, in propor-
tion to our numbers; and that thele grants have been
made ina way to which the people were aconfom=d,
and to which they have wiven. thuir fandt o, by re-
cleting the fame men, fince toe contett with ngland
Ead advanced into open war; thiereby piedging tham.
felves to fubmit to whatever. muode may be adopted. by,
future affeinblies- for finking the immenfe fwns with
which the province is charged, as wiil as fignifying the
fulleft approbation of the meafures which have been
concerted for our detence,

‘This great privilege which we enjoy, of giving our
free unbiailed voice annually in the choice of an affem-
bly, who, fromn that moment, by charter. become a con-
ftitutional body, vefted with the authoiity of the people,
and can meet when they pleafe, and fit'as lang as they
judge neceflary.—This privilege, I fay, and the edfe
and quiet with which our public bufinefs has been
tranfacted, during the prefent conteft, have been the

envy and admiration of our.neighbours, who, enjo ing _

no fuch perfection in their civil conftitutions, have been
driven into the meafure of conventions, and forced to
hazard the emiffion of money, and other aéts of ftare,
under difadvantages, which” need not. be mentioned.
here, as we are yet happily free from them. Would.
any wife people, enjoying fuch a conftitution, ever
think of deftroying it with their.own hands ; or does
any otlier colony, whofe affemblies can exercife their
authority, ever think of committing the condu@ of af.
fairs-te conventions ? § i

"But fuppofe our affembly really chargeable with ary
culpable neglect of duty, with what:face could thofe of
out prefent committee, who are fo loud in their-
clamours againft them ; pretend to ftep into their feats ?
Were they chofen for that purpofe? No. They were
confidered as chofen for the purpofes already menti.
oned ; and although they confift of a hundred members,.
they had not two hundred votes. Few people gave
themfelves any conc®rn about the. election, being well -
fatisfied, that any number of refpe&table citizens who
would take the trouble of a committee of infpe&icn,.

fhould be thankfully indulged with the office. But.—

command of capt. William Henry, the “other from
Cueen-Anne, under the command of capt. James Kent,
1key are two very fine companies, extremely well
armed, have amongit them many gentlemen of family
and fortune, and are examples of good Gitciplitte and
fubordinaticn. The day after their arrival the com.
mittee met, and addrefied thein as follows : 1

To Capt. WILLIAM HENRY, and Capt. JAMES bl

CENT, and the trecps under their command.

Gentlezen,

T HE committee f Northampton county beg leave
0 congratulate you upon your fafe arrival into this
county, after a fatiguing march, at this rigorous feafux.

When gentlemen of ecaly fortunes, fuch as the com-
panies we have feen-from “your province, and who can
enjoy at home every convenience and elegance of lite,. |
enter themfelves-voluntarily to ferve- their country, by
undertaking a‘tedious march at an inclement {ea‘on,
and cheerfully funmitting to every inconven:ence con-
fequent thereto, it cannot be doubted that they are ac-

. tuated by the noblett principles. They are juftly en.

titled" to the thanks of their country, and we kupe
Providence will ever «rowa them with honour and.
fuccefs. : o &

“" “The peacéful'ﬁﬁ{c which this 6ncc happy county ever

enjoyed, till the prefent unnatural though unavoidablé
conteit, renders us totally unprovidéd tor the proper
reception of a number of z2rmed mens; and we hope,
gentlemen, you wiil confider the very indifferent ac-
commodations which you meet with” here as folely

cwing to this caule, and not from want of refpe& and’ [

attention to your circumftances. We however beg.
leave to affure you, that nothing in-our power fhall be
wanting to promote your - convenience and” happincfs,
which the fituatiorof our county would permit; in-
fall confidence tlrat you will at alf times, during your
refidence amongft us, cheerfully co-operate with this:
committée in mamtaining good erder and regularity.i.-
this place, and ir oppofing the dangerous defigns o1 als
the fecret and avowed enenties of American liverty,

To: which the CommiTTER rectived the followiny
| ANSWER,.
Head oyarters, Nortbampten murt-hxy?, Feb. 22, 17762

Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen_of the COMMI TTEE
: Jor Nortbampton- éounty, Virginia, ;-
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happy days of the province, it was a good'and fajutary would .this_have been—the-cxfe, —trad-it-trees
cuﬁonr:rmong—nﬂ%‘dy to difcufs an‘d&c amine all pub- : e Clieg

X
lic affairs, in converfation as well as writing, when oc.
tafion required. And although, fince the commence-
ment of our prefent troubles, this rule could not al-
ways be obferved, yet every unneceflury deviation ffom-
it has but added to the affliCtion of many veal friends of:
America..

Grievous as the lcaft reftraint upon the prefs muft al.
ways be, toa people entitled to freedom, 1t muft be the
more fo, when it is not only unwarranted by thofe, to
whom_they have committ
but’ cannot be warranted by them, confiftent with li-
berty itfelf.. Neverthclefs we readily fubmitted to it,
while any colourable pretext could be offered for re-
quiring fuclr a fubmiffien. Nay, we have done more..-

we have too qgﬁﬂy yielded to a few, who have heen

i % Vi o
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Ler after.another, till at length, encone—3

that any among them, would ever afpire at the powers.
velted in an affembly, fairly and conftitutionall » eleéted,
to reprefent two or three hungred thoufan people ?
For, whatever may be pretended about the neceflity of
a convention, it is certain, that if fuch a body were to
meet, and could fucceed in affuming the powers of
government, they muft all at length be vefted, for the
fake of execution, in the hands of a ew men, who
ccl)x_lﬁder them(elves as leaders, in the city. of Philadel.
PUM;

Thefe are very ferious and-alarming cor&%ératib‘ns}.’” attending the accommodatio

to many; and therefore,.after difcuffing a certain point-
of equal importance in my fecond letter, I will proceed
in the fucceeding ones, to enquire ‘into the juftice of
fuch «complaints, as have been made again

, probably, “thefe complaints, may ap.

I and ‘the. province in gencral have but Jittle to-  rend -this- i
1c.carc_uLﬂmr_hbcrties,—fay-in-tht TITALTET, g A e

he afembly, .

WE return thanks for your very polite addre® tos,
and the companics under our comniand, upon our ar-
rival at this place, as alfo for ‘your attention in making:

.the meccflary provifion for our reception. Imprcﬂ'ﬂ!}'
with 2 lively. fenfe of: the duty we owe to otir country,
and animated with the glorious cauf® of American li-
berty, we cheerfully left our. habitations, thinking no’
dificulties too much for a people to encounter who were
detsrmined 89 die or live free, and fhall efteemn ourfelves’
happy in. pruportion.to the fervices we fhall be abls to’

particular: :

We are not infenfible of the man inconveniencies.

t n-of fdldiers-in a country’

hitherto a ftranger to war, and with pleafure we find:

your affiduity has conquered thefe difiiculties, and made _§

our refidence eafy and agreeable. - -
Be affured; gentlemen,-we-fhalt—be—= 2 yto
giveyou any afliffance in .cur powes, confitent with our’
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