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ON Thurfday, about half an” hour after three
o'clock, Mr. Burke opened his ,qonciliatorg! propofition.
He began by prefenting 2 petitioh from t & gentlethen,®
cler
of the feveral towns of Weflbury, Warminfler, and Trsawe
bridge, in the county of Wilts, complaining ot the ad.
drcfs of thefe places, which had entirely mifreprefented

, clothiers, manufa&urers, and other inhabitants, -

e 144 : " Y g
" Madday, Rooembenzo.

Lord North made a motion to the following pur
For leave to bring in a bill to cut off.all intexco

rt ¢
e be-

tween Great-Britain'and the colopiesof America, now .

in alual j
rebellion, and fo repeal the Bofton pdit-bill, the fifliery
bills, and another bill pafled latt feflions againft the A-
mericans; and to authorife his majelty’s naval comn-

the ftate of the trade, and the fentiments and wifhes of ~ -

the inhabitants, zid praying the houfe to find fome
amicable method for terminating the differences be-
tween this kingdom and the colonies,. He told the
houfe that the ﬁggners of that petition were all men wtio
manufadured for themfelves; and he was authorifed to,
fay, that they poffefled more than soe,00el. of Englith

property. Ely

He faid, that he withed the prayer of that petition to
be confidered as the exordium of what he had to fay to
the houfe. He complained of the difficulties which in
civil wars lay upon moderate men, who advifed lenient
meafures; that their moderation was attributed to a
want of zzal, and their fears for the public fafety, to a
want of f{pirit; that whatever they aid to incline
the houfe to lenity was conftrued into a counte-
mance of rebellion; and fo manz arts, and fo many
menaces had been ufed, that if they had not been op-
pofed with a good fhare of firmnels, by the friends to
the peace of their country, all freedom of debate, and
indeed all public deliberation, would have been put an
end to

He faid that, for his part, he was no way intimidated
by all thofe machinations, from doing his duty ; and
that nothing that couid be done by thofe, whofe mea-
fures had brought this country into fo deplorable a fitu-
ation fhould hinder him from ufing his beft endeavours
to deliver it from its diftreffes. =

The firft ftep for this purpofe was to get out of gene-
ral difcourfes, and vague fentiments, which he faid had
been one of the main caufes of our prefent troubles;
and to appreciate the value of the feveral plans that.
were, or might be prepofed, by an exa¢t detail of par-
ticulars.

‘t he fpeech was fo very methodical, that it was'not
difficult to form a juft idea of the outline, ;

He ftated, that there were three plans afloat. Firft,
fimple war, in order to a perfeét conqueft. Second, a
mixture of war and treaty. And third, peace ground-
ed on conceflion.

.+s to the firft plan, that of mere war, he obferved,
that it was propofed in two ways; one of dired con-
queft, the other indire&, by diftrefs. In either of thefe

ways he faid, he thought 1t his duty, before he -voted. -

for a war, to know diftinétly that the means of carrying
it on were adequate to the end. Tt did not fatisty his
confcience. to fay, +hat the refources of this nation were
great; he muit” fee them. That before he could truft
to thofe refources, on the credit of what had been for-
merly done, he mutt find the {ituation of the country to
be what it formerly was. He then examined what the
minifters had laid before the houfe as the means of car-
rying on the enfuing campaign. - hat as to the force
which they had made the houie expect from his majef-
ty's allies all difcourfe of that had, for fome time, en-
tirely (ubfided : He could therefore, take credit for no-
thing more on that account, than a handful of Huno-

niindérs o feize all Thipplng belonging to America aa -
lawful prizes. He made a very long fpeech, to thew
the proprietv and neceflity of this meature, .
Brrr. .Charles Fox propafed an amendment,! viz. t
leave out that part ofPthe motion which propoles to cut
off all intercourfe with the Americans. A warm debate
enfued ; Sir George Hay fpoke next in fupport of the
whole motion, - 2
Mr. T. Townfend cenfured the feverity and bad po-
licy of thus declaring war agiinft the colonies, at the
moment adminiftration would have it belicved in the
houfe, that they were inclined to peage. .
General Conway alfo fpoke againft it, the attorney-
general near two hours for it, and Mr. Burke againftat,
At half after ten the houfe divided, when the num-
bers were, for lord North's motion 192, againft it 64.
Adjourned to T'uefday.

I R E L A N D
House or ComMoONS, Thlurfiay, November 13.

Sir John Blaguiere prefented to the houfe a meflage
from his excellency, fignifying that ¢ he had his majet-
ty's commands to acquaint the houfe, that as the pre-
fent exigencies of affairs required fending an additional
number of troops to America, he had the: firmett reli-
ance on the loyalty of his faithful commons of lIrcland,
to admit his fending abroad a number of the troops on
this-eftablifhment;-not-exeeedi
no longer continue a charge on this kingdom, but be-
immediately on their leaving the fame in the pay of
Great-Britain,

« And to fhew hi: majefty’s gracious regard for the
fafety and detence of this kingdom, jf the parliament
fhall'defire it, he will replace the faid 4000 men with an
equal number of foreign proteftants (fubjects of the
prince of Brunfwick and the prince of Hefle Caflel) to
be continued here, in the pay of Great-Britain, as foon
as bis majefty fhall be enabled to fend them, by his par-
liament of Ireland.”

Saturday, November 25.

The houfe was called over, and refolved into a com-
mittee to take into cenfideration his excellency’s meflage,
and the inftruétion to confider en the beft mode of de-
fence for this kingdom. Mr. Malone in the chair.

The order for going into the committee, his excel-
lency’s meflage, and the order for the inftrution, were
read. N

sir Archibald Achefon rofe, and made many eulo-
giums on his majetty, whom, he faid, we ought to leok
upon as the father of a much favoured people, and then
propofed to offer two refolutions, but they not being
put into proper form, were handed to Mr, vice-treafu-
rer; and as they took fome time to arrange, Mr. Ogle
{aid the committee had better adjourn till the refolutions

were drawn. At length they were produced, in fub-
i

rebellion, Yo long as they fhall co inue in 3 P

ing-gowo-meny-which-fhall—

men, immediately ,aﬁer be day of ‘March-next, !
or as foon as they<difband."where they difband fooner, .
ber dz{ivcred “to ‘the coxlx:cmgtef' lc:f (&‘ignation for their
refpeltiviglcounty; ‘by=the fiid commiltee k&
and r:fcx"%r,cd fbmublic‘ 'Yui?. o ; ktPt
. . ' Thaneveiy atle badicd effeftike freéman .within.thig
province,. between fixteen and fi ty years of age, (cler.
gymen of all denominations, prattifing phyficians, and
the houfhold of his excellency the goyernor.excepted)
: 3%%655%01811’:2’(!)*51‘0“56him'féfgin the militia; (ai]*
on or before the firft day of March next, enroll him{eifig-
fome company of militia agreeable to the form of enroll,
ment prefcribed by thelaft Coinvention, and that cvery mi.
nute or artillery-man, except commiffioned odicers, thaj} -
in like mannerenroll in the militia, within one month nex
after he thall ceale to aft s aminuteor artillery-man. . nd’
if any able bodied effcCtive freeman fhall retuie or dela
to enroll himfelf in the militia as afurefaid, every fuch
perfon”-fhall pay for he prefent year, which fhall be
- reckoned from the fifteenth day.of September laft, fuch,
fum of money, not lefs than forty, fhijlings nor more’

than ten pounds, as fhall be affefled by the committee
of obfervation of hist county, for the ufe of thc‘fpu'bli'c,
Pd&&r
appeia
b
m
after

And the committee of oblervation in eaclrre
county, fhall by warrant under “their hands,
and empower any perfon or:'perfons they fhall
proper, to colleét and receive all monies by the
affeffed, which fhall be paid within one month
notice of fuch affeffment, and in defaule thereof; the-
perfon or perfons {o empowered, may dittrain the goods
and effeGts of the dufaulters, and fell and di pofe of
the fame in the f{ame manner that goeds may %e dif.
trained and fold by law for county levies. And ev
colletor fhall on or before tire firft day of July next,
. pay the money by him collefted, atter deduéting feven
and an half per cent. for his comniiflion, to the trea.
furer— of— his—fhore;-and—leave—with-the-fame-treafir
“an account containing the names of thofe from whoag
he hath received the fame, and the fums from them
refpectively -colleéted. ir ,
That every perfon who fhall refufe and delay to ea.
roll as aforefaid, fhall on or before the. tenth day of
March next, deliver to the committee of obfervation

for his county, all his fire arms, if he hath any, except §

_ pittels; and if any fuch perfon fhall refufe or dclay to
do the fame, then {uch committee fhall empower fume
perfon or erfons, by warrant under their hands, to
{cize the faid fire-arms, and deliver t'.e fame to the faid

committee; and the faid committees fhall caufe all the |8

arms which fhall eome to their hands to be valued, b
indifferent and honeft men on oath. and fhail keep a lxx
of fuch arms, to whom they belong, and their refpecs.
tive values, and may deliver oat fuch arms at their dif.
cretion, to the captains of militia in their county, ta.

king the captains receipts therefor, and the captains be. &
ing liable for the re-delivery thereof, may deliver the F

fame to the unarmed men ot their companies ; and every
committee of abfervation fhall tranfmit an account of
all affeflments by them made, as well as of all arms

them received as afurefaid, and how they have difpofed
of the fame, to every convention : But becaufe fome
perfons who do not enroll in the militia may be fo poor
that they cannot—pay the faid affeffment ot forty -thil.
lings, and their omitting to enroll may not proceed
from difaffeétion-to the caufe of America or perverfe.

verians, which only anfwered the purpofe ot an imper-
fect fecurity to fome of our foreign garrifens. [ hat
our national forces to be employed in America, by the
account on the table, amounted to no more than 26,co0
men : That in this, credit was taken for the armny now
in America at full numbers, This he could not allow;
as fuppofing that, if their reduétion in future was to be
eftimated by the paft, they muft be reduced to little or

_ nothing by the beginning of next campaign. That

the troops here are only upon paper, and the difficulty
of recruiting was acknowledged. On the whole, he
faw reafon to apprehend, that we fhould not be mate.
rially ftronger, at the beginning of the next year, than
we were at the beginning of the laft; but that, if the
number were entive, it did not feem to him to be {uffi-
cient for the purpofe. That asto the predatory, or
war by diftrefs (on the nature of which be greatly en-
larged) he obferved, that it might irritate a people in
the higheft degree; but fuch a war had never yet in-
duced any one people to receive the government of an.
other. ‘That it was a kind of war to diftrefs an inde.
yeért\dcnt peo,le, and not to coerce difobedient fub.
efts.

: But his great objection to it was, that it did not lead

- . to a fpeedy decifion ;-that the longer the war continued

the greater chance there was for the interference of the
Bourbon powers, which, in a long protraéted war, he
confidered not only probable, but in a marner certain.
That he was very fure that this country was utterly in-
capable of carrying on a war with America, and thefe

owers afting in conjunétion. He then entered into a
ong and particular enumeration of all the dangers and
difhiculties which muft attend fuch a war.

He then obferved that, as he faw no probability of
fuccefs in the detail of any of the arrangements that
were propofed, nsither did he fee any thing et zuthority
to induce him to believe that they would fucceed, not
one military or naval officer having given an opinion in
its favour; and many ot the greateft, in both fervices,

_having given their opinion direétly againft it.

That_as no man of military experience had vouched
for the fufficiency of the force, fo no man in the com-
miflariate would anfwer for its fubfiftence from the mo-
ment it left the fea-coaft ; that therefore its fubfittence
and its operation were become incompatible.

Vo

N

o

Ry

L4

To~the objettion, that at this rate the Americans
might always reduce us to unreafonable terms, by the
Tuppofed impoffibility of reducing them by force, he
fth that ke could not help the difficulties which arofe
‘from nature and the conftitution of things; that he
could not;make America nearer to us than it is, ora
country of another nature than what God had made it.
That people who cannot contrive to reconcile_ their
quarrels, muft fuffer the evils that happen to a divided
nation. That he was of opinion, that there was no
dithonour at all in any kind of amicable adjuftment of

" domeftic_quarrels; and that he would rather heal an

v

" hundred points, when'it was Englithmen that gave and
_received, than a fingle point to a foreign nation; and

that we were in fuch circumftances that we mult yield

to ejther one or the other. o
.....'The motion made by Mr. Burke was, ¢ That leave
* be given to brirfg in a bill to compofe the prefent trou-
bles, and for quicting the minds of his majefty’s fub.
e&ts in’America,”* . L B e e
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«¢ 1. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that in the prefent exigence ot affairs, a number
of troops, not excecding four thoutand, out of the num-
ber of twelve thoufand, voted as neceflary to be kept in
Ireland for the defence thereof, be {pared for his ma-
jetty's fervice abroad, provided that from their quitting
this kingdom thry 1hall be of no charge to the nation.

¢« 2, Retoived, That it is the opinion of this com-
mittee, that a number of foreign proteltunt troops. no:
exceeding four thoufand, be received into this kingdom,
to replace the like number fent abroad tor the fccurity
and defence thereof, provided they i li be of no charge
to the nation.”

A NNAPOULTIS

In COMMITTEE of CORRESFONDENCE.
February aift, 1776.

RESOLVED, That the general committee of obfer-
vation of Anne-Arundkl county be rcquefted to
meet at the houfe of Mr. John Ba'l, on Thuriday the
29th of this inftant, in this city, for forwarding and

carrying into execution the refolutions of the Jaft Cona..

--yention;-and they-arc.dafired to.meet.accordingly,
) *  Signed by order, .
- G.DUVALL, clk.

EXTRACTS from the PrRocEEDINGs of
the CONVENT ION of the Province
of MARYLAND, held at the City of Anna-
polis, on Thurfday the 7th of December,
1775-

Thurfday, January 4, 1776.

The Convention took into confideration the report
from the comumittee appointed to confider what altera-
tions and amendments were neceflary in the regula.
tion of the militia of this province, and thereupon came
to the following refolutions: o=

That no minute-men- be-hereafter enrolled-under
the refolutions_of.the late Convention. T hat where
minute companies arealready formed, ne commiffions
iffue to the officers thereof, unlefs the officers defire to
have their commiffions. That no minute companies
be continued beyond the firft day of March next, and
that a fum of money fufficient for the purpofe, be
lodged in the hands of the committee, of obfervation
in each retpe€tive county where a company of minute-
men hath been enrolled, viewed, and allowed, to pay
and difcharge the expence of fuch company for the
time pait, and alfo for the time to come, 1t fuch com-
pany continues till the firlt day of March next, and
that fuch committee recelve the rolls of fuch compa-
‘nigs, and the times of the attendance of the men,
proved by the oath of forac one at leaft of the com-
miflioned officers, return the balance of the money,
if any, into the public treafury, and render an account

— o —————

nefs;iris provided, thar witere the realand perfonal o~ |
s s P

tate of any effeétive freeman, who thall refufe or negle@
to enroll himfelf in the militia as aferefaid, fhall not, in
tiie judgiment and eftimation of the comm ttee of his
county, be of the value of thirty pounds, the fame com.

mittee may in their difcretion omit to affefs any fum of |§

money on fuch perfon, the fame committee certifying
to the convention or council of fafety the name of the
perfon, and the reafuns wherefore they do not affefs him,
‘T hat al} fines which have been aiready fet and ad.
judged, zccordinéto the refolutions of the laft conven.
tion, on militia officers or men, and-have not been paid,
or which fhall hereatter be fo fet and adjudged, fhall, if
the fane be on a field officer, be paid into the hands of
the quarter-mafter of the battalion to which he belongs,
and if on any officer of inferior rank to a field-officer,
or on a nop-comniffioned officer or private, be paid into
the hands gf fuch perfon as hath or fhall ‘have been ap-
pointed to receive.the fines for the company to which
fuch perfon belongs; or if no fuch receiver hath or thall
have been appointed, then the fame fhall be paid into
the hands of the captain of {uch company; and on re-
fufal to pay the fame fine, and fuch refufai being certi.
fied to the committee of obfervation for the count
* where fuch perfon refides, the fame committee ﬁuﬁ
grant a warrant under their hands, empowering ang
.other perfon or perfons of the fame county to levy fu:
fine by diftrefs and fale as aforefaid, of the party'

goods and effeéts ; butthe officers who fet and adjudged |8

the fine-may commit the offender to a fergeant, accord-
ing to the refolution of the late convention, if the
choofe that as the beft method to compel payment.

That in cafes where it may greatly promcte the eafe
of the inhabitants, a number not lels than forty .ner
exceeding "eighty privates, may, with the efpecial per-
miffion of the committees of obfervation, enroll in any
one company of militia, but any of thofe already en-
rolled in any company, wnere the privates do net er
ceed feventy four, fhall not be permitted -to-deave fuch
company, for the-purpcfe of enrolling in a new ont.
“That _jn—thofe counties where only part of the milita
are appointed to join in battalion, the Ye(pective com-
mittees of obfervation form the other companies int
battalion, if there are fufficient in number for that pur-
pofe, and in_thofe counties where therg-are not any bat-

—talions formed, thlt'ﬂfe‘]‘iﬁd/commiftees proceed, 8

“foon as may be, to divide their militia into battaliony
according to the refolves of the late convention, J

1 bat within the general defcription of able bodid
effe&tive freemen of this provinge, are intended to b
included, overfzers, and thofe who are bound by cos-
tra& made within this province to ferve in any partic:
lar quality or capacity, being able bedicd effcctive men
between fixteen and hfty years of a%e. .

That, toavoid a needlefs and infupportable expenct
no perfon, after the tenth day of May next, wear ag]
uniform .at exercife, either m fingle companies or 1
battalion, but hunting fhirts, the officers diftinguithio;
themnfeives from the privates by different feathers, cock:

of their tranfaltions herein to the next Convention;

but ne perfon chofen for a commiffioned officar in any -

company .o'f'migute-men,- fhal] be compellable to fervéd
_in the militia in alower rank or ftation than he was
ele&t«d to in the minute company. - '
That all public-arms. in the hands ‘of the minute.

. ; v e .
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ades, or the like, as fancy may direct.

Tuefday, January 16. o
On motion, ResoLven, That two homdre!
and forty copies of the affociation ordered bff
the laft Convention to be tendered to ‘and fub
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