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" GENTLEMEN, »

THE uninterrupted harmony which has fubfifted be-
tween mefand the council, has been one of the moft
fatisfattory events of my adminiftration, It has heen
.my conftant inclination and endeavour to preferve it by
every means confiftent with my duty. My condutt to
you as a body, and as individuals, has ever been fuch as
to manifeft a difpofition to oblige’ you as far as wis in
my power. 1f this has been hitherto the cafe (which [
believe none of you will deny) it is not probable that I

~ fhould, at this unhappy period, .wantonly and without
_ caufe, do any thing that might éndanger that harmony,
. or occafion ¢ even the apfpcarancc of ‘difunion.™

Why
a fudden, apprehend that I

2

you fhould, therefore, o

. meant, in my reply to your addréfs, to caft any reflec-

tions on your conduét, I capnot-conceive.” It my cx-
reflions are, as you fiy, darkly pénned, thdt circum-
nce might have afforded you a juft pretence for afking

" an explanation, but furely not for an unhefitating appli-
" cation to {ourfelvcs of any matter ¢ which your con-

* feiences tell you that you de not deferoe.™ N
Your addrefs was perfe€tly fatisfactory to me, except
that part in which you gave ydiur opinidén refpecting the

perfonal fafety of the officers of this government. T
. fhould have been vu;{ happy if I could have joined you in

. that opinion; and fhould not then-bave failed congra-
tulating you on fo joyful an occafion. It did not ap.
. pear to me that it was warranted by the circumftances
really exifting in the province, and it évidently carried
with it an implication that the degree of apprehenfien
mentioned in my fpeech was ﬂl-fg&dcd. Aspothmg
was farther from my intentioms than’the exciting cf
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there ever fince, and wére well covered when the ac-
¢ away. -
cm’;pl:nctaxvo halt)':mo(m battgries are ereéted for occafi-
onal ufe, betweep Litchmore's-poing and Cambridge-
river, and another work at | he“cauteway going - to
Litchmore's-point, commanding that pafs, and two
other works between Sewall’s-point apd Roxbury, to be
occafionally mand, if the minifterialifts thould come out
n the bay is froze. = ) e |l
Wh']c‘hat, by{ﬁ'rdcr of generzl Howe, se0 of the Poor.nh-
habitants of Boiton had been landed at shirley’s-point,
(about 20 miles by land from Cambridge)---that they
are deftitute of every neceflary of life- --as foon as notice
was received of this event, a committee.from the gene-
ral court was appointed to take care of them, but not-
"withftanding the ‘utmoft expedition which could be
made by the general and the gentlemen of the court,
three of them perithed o the beach, and the reft were
in a moft deplorable condition.  General Wathington,
with kis ufual humanity, ordered pro¥vifions to them im-
mediately, and until thcy could be removed, but the
apprehenfions of the {mall-pox, which prevails in

ofton, make their relief infinitely difficult. A
That an ordnance ftore thip for Bofton is miffing, her
&rnvoy having been arrived two weeks.-.a circumitance

which has much alarmed the minifterialifts at Bofton.

“I'n CONGRESS, Deceibery.
E the delegates of the thirteen uhited c_:'olon‘:lcs
in North Amefica, having taken into our moit
ferious confideration a proclamation iffued from the
court of . James's, on the 23d day of Auguit laft.

he name of majetty is ufed to give itafanétion and in-
fluence ; and, on that account, it becomes a matter, of

" thofe'in our power, Wwhe Have favdtred, aid

\n'ﬁ'nhati therg.r Does itb follow thiat
with them deferves to be punifhed ? it m;
“intended to apprife thcmpof their dan"g\::éljalx:?l fottn
‘ claim them from their crimes. By what law do".to i0e
* refnondeneg> with a criminal transfer or cumniu:.“”-
his iyilt} .we knaow that thefe who aid and adho:lcftte
the king*s cnemics ; and thofe, who correfpong It to
them in_order to"éx\:\blc thenfto carry their defigns ek
effedt, are eriminal'ini the bye of the law, By g‘hemto
~'goés no farthér. . Cin Sroc ainatiohs, atcérding ot
_principles of reafon and juftice and the con&itﬁtio
“ farther than the law ? i
hBut, ({):erh.aps, \P;llc principle ;)f reafon a
the conftitution will -not prevail :_experien -
us the doubt : if they fhould not, wcpemuﬁc;fl:régx:)ﬂ‘ o
_guments drawn from a 'very different fource v;r{
therefore, in the name of the people of thefe uni.lcd Con
lonies, and by aughorjty,  according fo the ur:t{
maxims 6f repreféntation derived from them drcl
_ that” whatever punifhment fhall beinflisted ‘; ) are,
_perfons in the power of our enemies_for favouring, 2id
_ing, or abetting the cauf= of American liberty, fhal] be
" retaliated in the fame kind and the fame degr.ec 5 ;
Qo 1 ed
. ted, “or fhall favour, 2aid dr abet’the fyftem of g:i;mc.
rial oppréffion. “The effential difference between oo
. caufe.and that of our encihies, might’ joftify 2 feverer
punithment : the law of retaliation” will unqueftionab}
‘arrant one equally fevere. . ¥
_ We mean not, however, by this declaration, to oc.
" cafien 'or multiply punifhments : dur folé view s to pre.
renpthem. In this anhappy and unnatural controyer.
fy, in which Britons fight againft Britons and the def,
"!cendants of Britons, fet the calamities immediately inci.
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picion, On that'account [ fhought’it neceffary to par-
ticularize fome of thé reafons which induced me to dif-
fer in fentiments with- you on' that point. Whetter
you or I have the beft grounds for our opinions others
will judge, 1 exprefled_not the leaft doubt of your
thinking the opinion you have juft and right, but I
theught it proper at'the fame time to aflure you, that I
could not agree with you in that opinion, *¢ without be-
ing guilty of a fubterfuge, which gentlemen of your
candour muft difapprove.,” Why you fhould from
thefe words fuppofe, that I meant a diftant hint, that
you had been guilty of fuch’z Tubterfuge, I canndt
imagine ; efpecially as your ¢ confciences tell you that
you do not deferve it.” Nor can I conceive that you
have the leaft pretence’for taxing me with ¢ throwing
an unworthy refle€tion on the inhabitants’ of this pro-
vince.” Whatever I may think applicablé to fome in-
dividuals on the prefent "occafion, .I have faid nothing
which can, without manifeft perverfion of my words, te
-applied to the p:ople at large. hfify real opinion of
them, and my confidence in their affeétion and regard,
are too fully and clearly exprefled in my fpeech, and my
conduét has been conformable thereto, not to defeat
any purpofe that may be intended by fuch an unworthy
fuggeftion. -~

Though I think as favourable of the crown-officers

& ixfmrql nrthis province as you can-do; yet I an not -
able to

comprehend that it muft therefore be an ‘¢ un-

importance, to_wipe oif; i the_manreof the—people—of

thefe united colonies, the afperfions, which it is calcu-
jated to throw upen our cauie; and to prevent, as far
as poffible, the undefétved punithments, which it is de-
figned to prepare for our friends. = v .
. Weare acccufed of ¢ forgetting the allegiance which
¢ we owe to the power that has protefted and fuftained
¢ us.” Why all this ambiguity and obfcurity in what
we ought to be fo plain and obvious,-as that-he who
runs may read it ? what allegiance is it that we forget ?
allegiance to parliament? we never owed---we never
owned it. Allegiance to our king? our words have
‘ever avowed it---our conduét bas ever been confiftent
with it. ‘We condemn, and with arms in_our hands---
arefource which freemen will never part with-.-we op-
Fofe the claim and exercife of unconftitutional powers,
_to which neither the crown or parliament were ever in-
titled, By the Britifh conftitution, our beft inheritance,,
rights, as well as duties, defiend uponus, . We cannot
.violate the Jatter by defending the former. We fhould
act in diametrical oppofition to_both, if we permitied
_the claifns of the Britith parliament to be eftablithed,
-=nd the meafures purfued in conlequence of thofe clainis
to be carried into execution among us, . . .
Our fagacious ancefiors provided mounds againtt the
inundation of tyranny am{) lawlels power on one fide,

" “as well as that againit fa¢tion and licentieufnefs on the.
~ other.

h On which’fide has the breach been made ? is it
objected againit us by the moft inveterate and the moft

dent to a civil'war fuffice, "We hope additions willnes
from~wanvonmnefs;” be~madc e €M “on one f; g:‘;:
thall regret the neceffity, if laid under” the necefhity, of
tnaking them on the other. =~ !
" Extraél from the rrinntes, o
“CHARLES  THOMSON, Eccratary

WILLTA M S B'U‘_R'G, " December 3,
Since lord Dunmore’s proclamation made jts appear.
ance here, it is faid he has recruited his army, iy the
“counties of Princefs Anne dnd Norfolk, te the ambugt
* of about 2000 men, including his black regiment, which
'is thought to be a confiderable part, ‘with this infcrip.
tion on their breafts :---¢¢ Liberty to Taves."...How.
ever,’ as the rivers ‘will” hénceforth be ftrictly watched
ard every poffible precaution takén, 7t is hoped.omﬁ;
will be cHe€tually prevented from.joining thofe his lord.
fhip hias already collected. =~ = -
‘Fhe army that wént down Taft week, under com.
mand of col. Woodford, to obltruét Dunmore’s progrefs
.of inliing meén in the lower” counties, foll in' with 2
party of twelve or thirteén of Dunmore's friznds, and
.made them all prifoner.. .Licut. ccl. Scott, with the
advanced guard, upon his arrival at the Great Brilge,
found the enemy intrenched there, and it is {3id = fmart
firing began Ly fome of the riflemen, which was rs.

~ :turned, 'and . continued a ‘cdnfiderable time on bafh

fides, but:to what effect. we know not, " It is alfo faid,
that T hurfday last:was fixed upon by our troops to be.
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©  government, and fupport of the conflitutien,”” I have _
" ‘never given:theleat ’g—mnmmvn*' fmattomof thekind ;- but; on-

_ you to obtain. I ever w.

generous” infipuation™ 1o Intimate that jome of them

. have been induced, by timidity or other mstives, to

¢ depart from the line.of their duty.” That fome have
attually departed from the line their duty, from fome
motives or other, is a matter- too publicly known to
jultify any attempt at concealment, -particularly as you
have at this feflion advifed me to fuipénd one of the
molt coniiderable of them from his ofiice on that ac-
count cnly.— ) ]
, Tentirely agree with you that ¢ afperfions ought not
to be thrown out but on the fureft greunds.” Why thén
Jhave yeu, without any foundation whatever, thrown out
that a ¢¢ general calumny and detra&ion™ on *¢ all ranks
of people in this province™ is to_bc*\d in my reply ?
Is it becaufe I there told you, that ] is not likely that
there will be found zany, of them'who will chufe to pay
“fuch a price (as their honour) for fuch a confideration™
*as their fafety ? Or is it becaufe I faid that it was not
% probable (if they fhould) that they would meet with
Jyour “approbation 3 Or’is it merely to give you fome
_pretence for introducing an, otherwife, inapplicable
quotation. ) I ;
Far be it from me (hokéver ‘we may differ in fenti-
ments on particular points) to pretend ‘any doubt of
your zeal in"the caufe of ¢ Fublic juftice, the honour of

’thc;gqngrary, I have had frequent otcafion, and never
omitted any: og:ortunity of fignifying my approbation
‘of your conduét. Even the reply, at which you have
fo caulleflly taken offence, contains ¢ my bearty thanks,
for the affurances gpu gaveme of your readinefs to exert
ourfelves in"the defence of the conftitution,” &c. But
if you.expeét an imflicit ¢ confidence in your affertions,™
even when may happen to appearto me evidently
not well founded,- you expe& more’ than is poflible for
{ou,tq give me your fenti-
ments fully and on all occafions. They will al-
wu:‘y;»havc weight-with me, if not too repugnant to my
‘judgment. But if, from my own knowledge of things,
¥ entertain a different opinion, I fhall not hefitate o tei]
you fo, nor to give you my reafons, even though I
fhould be previoufly certain that my expreflions would
be again tortured “for' refle@ions and-innuendos never.
-m“n edc - L Tah pes » ' . B
Were it proper for me to mention here the fteps T
took, in a private way, to prevent all caufe of ‘diffatif-
€aftion onaccount of the'exceptionable part of your
addrefs, before it was prefeitéd in. form, no one could
be at the leaft lofs to determinie*Wwhich of us have given'
the ftronger proofs of a fincere difpofition to avoid
st'¢yen the appearance of difunion.”  But of this cir-
cumftance; _t.gough well known to fome of your mem-
‘bers, you, as 2 bedy, may; perhaps, with a fpecious pro-
priety, declare yourfelves totally ignorant,™
. W. FRANKLIN.

PHILADELTPHLIA.

A e : 0 thall be found carrying on corref.
By-authentic ndvfcerfrom—cambndge-wc—lm—thzr—gondeuu with th - JTYINg on corpef-
on yWedntfday night, . the ssd ult. the continental  bring to condign g P o rebellioa, in order to

troops at that place, broke ground on Cobble.hill, (the
neareft eminence, and about half a mile from Bunker's-

hill) thatto the furprize of every one, notia fingle- fhot -
- has been fired either from Bunker's-hill, the. ippin%
¥

or floating battery. Thagmr troops have been at wo

° .

/I.

‘and_avowed rebellion,”
‘confilt ? it is thus defcribed---+¢ arraying ourfelves in

.rifque every thing, d
“thing in their defence. To fupport our laws, and - oor

“cruel and “illegal attacks,

" duals, aitd much advantage

. ture of the fuppofed crime,

uncandid of cur enemies that'we have oppofed any of
the jult prerogatsves of the crown, or.any legal exer-
tion of thefo prerogatives? why, then, are ‘we ac: uféd
of forgetting our allegiance ?---we have perfo-med our
duty : we have refitted in thofe cafes, in “which to refift
is ipulated as exprefsily, “on our part, as the right to
govern i3, in other cafes, ltipulatcd ‘on the part of the
crown. The breach of allegiance is ‘removed from our
vefiltance as’ far as tyranny is removed from’ legal gq-

‘vernment.

Itis allcged that ¢ we have procecded to an open
In ‘what does this rebellion

hoftile marner to withftand the éxecution of the law,
and traiteroufly preparing, ordering and levying war

,againft the king.”  We know of no laws binding upon
us, but fuch as have been tranfmitted to us by our an-

ceftors, and_ fuch as have been <onfented to by our.

“felves, or our reprefentatives eletted for that purpofe.

What laws, ftampt witli thefe charatters, have we with-
ftood ? we have indeed detended them; and we will

o every thing, and fuffer. every

liberties eftablihed by our laws,

we have prepared
ordered, and levied war: B lags

but is this traiteroufly, or

refents him. " That tells us he can do no wrong., The
nd 3 ‘which we oppofe, :
foundation in the royal authority. We will not, on’
our part, lofe the diftinétion between the king and his
minilters, H§p§y it would have been fof fome former
_princes, had’ it been always prefetwed on the part of
“the crown, '
: Befides all }:his we obferve,
clamation, that ‘rehellion™ is a_term undefined and
nknoWn in the law. It might'have been expefted that
a proclamation which, by the Britith conftitution, has
no other operation than merely that of enforcing what
is already law, would have had aknown legal bafis to
have refted upon. “A cofrefpondence between the inha.
_bitants of Great-Britain and their brethren in America
produced, in better times, much t(}'a:ti;fa&ion to indivi.
1als, to the public. By wha
criterion fhall enc--who is -‘ﬁnWillingpto break gﬁ' thi:
correfpondence, and'is, at the fame time, anxious not
.to expofe himfelf to the dreadful confequences threaten. -
ed in this proclamition, by what criterion fhall he re.
gulate his conduét? he is admonithed not to catry on
correfpondence with the perfons now in rebellion in the
colonics. How fhall he afcertain who are in rebellion
and who are not? he conﬁilt; the law to learn the na.
c Ippo the Jaw is filent upon
fubjeCt. This, ina country where it is often r?ﬁd ::cei
formerly with juttice, that the government is by law,
and not by men, might render him perfeitly 'eal'y:
But proclamations have been fometimes dangerous <n.-
gines in the bands of thofe in power. Information js

commanded to be given to one of the f i '
i t . ecretaries of ftate

on this part of the pro-

unithment, the authors e
or abettors of fuc dangerou; defigns.” PR

Letus fuppofe, for a moment that fome perf it
the calonies are in rebellion, and that tb'ofc);‘ :vlc::'.calrxi

* 1y on correfpondence with them, might learn, by fome

e,"yvhicb Br_ifo‘xu are bound to know, hew $o.difcri.

TR o P h 0 i

gin a general attack';: they were healthy, in good fpi-
rits, and had great profpect of fuccefs..

. Sume accounts from Nortolk are, that Dunmore’s
_party has demolifhed feveral houfes back of the town,
and fortified themfelves ;. alfo, that col. Hutchings, and

_ Jome other gentlemen, “their prifoners, had been re-

.moved to the fhips ‘on"account of the gaol having beth
feton fire, ' ]
"4 copy of the Oath itortéd frim™ 1be people of Norfolk ond
"Princefs Anne by Lord Dunmore. .

¢ We the inhabitants of ————, being fully fen-
‘fible of the errors and guilt into which this colony hath
~been mifled, under colour, of fecking redrefs of grievan-
“ces, and thata fet of factious men, ftiling themfelves
'committees, conventions, and gongrefles, have violently,
.and under various pretences, ufurped the legiflative and
executive powers ot government, and are -thereby ea-
_deavouring o overturn our moft happy conftitution,and
have incurred the guilt of a&ual 1ebellion againft our |
.moft gracious fovereign: We have therefore taken an !
_oath abjuring their authority, and folemnly promifing .
.1n the prefence of Almighty God, to bear faith aidtrue
allegiance to his facred Majefty Ggorge. thie third; and
that we will,.to the utinoft of .dut power and ability,

agdint all ‘traitérous attempts und confpiraciss wiraterers

_againft.the king? we view him-as the conﬁimtiuntrt""-"ﬁégrort' maintain, and defend hip cropu and digmfe_

S ol And whereas armed bodies of men are colleted, inva-
l O—— + 5 . - 5 L o
g __rious parts of this colony, without any Iegal authonty,

“we with them to_be“informed, that however unwiling
we fhould be to fhed the blood of our countrymen, we
muft, in difcharge of our duty to God and the king,a=d

,in fupport of the cénftitution ‘and laws of our counttfy

“oppofe. thsir marching into this county, where thaf

. comiing can anfwér, no good end, but, on the contrary |

.muft éxpofe us to the ravages.and horrors of a civil wih) -
and, for that purpofe, We are determined -to take ad.
“vantage of our happy fituation, and will defend the paf*
fes into our county, and neighbourlicod, # 1ke lf érop
of our bleod, - , AL

Lat Wednefddy night fome of Dunmore's banditty
moftly ne » came afhore, and went to the houfe ©
Mr. Benjamin Wells, ‘at MulBerry-ifland; after threat-
ening and abufing himin a moft infamous manner, ‘hz
rcf:itgbed him of a | his moft valuable cffeéts, and camed

. oft two negro women, .. 7 " g '

Ninc'hig-oé!, (iwo of them women) who had beent

" ‘ettdeavouring to gétto Noifolk in an open boat, andpu

. athore on Point Comfort, “Wwere fired upon by fome per

. fons in purfuit, tdken add 'brought Rere on Thurft :
two of the fellows are whbuided, and it is expected B¢ |
Teft will foon be made éximples of. : ’

AT a meeting.of the ddmmittee of filizabeth city “:ﬁ :
<% town of Hampton, Oétober 9, 1775, P"“’"t',rabb :
liam Rofcow, Wilfod Curle, Henry King, john Selde o
Worlich Weftwood, William Armiftead, Cary ¢ & Pl;
Jacob Wr'ay,f]ohn Cary, and MilesKing. Mr. Jo'me
§clden being fummoned to appear before this comf;“ R
_ ta give an account-of the bufinefs.which had latey i7"
duced him_to wait-on lord Dunmore fc*{efﬂl\"'e‘:;thi,
board “the fhip:Williani, appearcd, and inform father
committee, that he was.fent the firft. time by hf"om e
to pay about twenty pounds due his lordfhip fr a0
_clerk of this county fince O&ober laff; and that; ald
other time he went on board to pray*his lordfkip #OU-

difchargg him from the cuftody of capt. 6quires who
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