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HE order of the day being read for the thir,ci
reading of the American reltraining fithery
bill, and for the Lords to be fummoned. -

» “But to deliver ovgr feveral hundred thoufands of our
fellow creatures to be ftarved, at the mere pleafure of
perfons in certain fubordinate fituations, "and fome of
them in an office always more or lefs fufpicious and ob-
‘noxious, and neceffary to be watched .and guarded, ra-
ther than vefted with abfolute power over all, and this
awithout any rule to guide their difcretion, without anK
penalty to deter from an abufg.of it, is a ftrain of fuc

The faid was accordingly read the third ° tyranny, oppreffion, and abfurdity, as we believe never

time. :

And feveral amendments being made ‘thereto, it was,

moved, ¢ that the bill, with the amendments do pafs.”

was deliberately entertained by any grave affembly,

lhﬂly, becaufe the bill, though in appearanc: a mea-

fure of retaliation only upon a fuppofition that the co-

« .Mareh 25, The houfe of commons having fat ver;l;.gé
on Wednefday night, when Mr. Burke's refolutions
were thrown o, on a divifion of 270 tv 78, there was
but a thin houfe on Thurfday, though the report from
the American committee of the reftraining bill for the -
fouthern provinces was to be received ; and after receiv
ing reports f"rom tommittees  on private bufinefs, eve
one was anxious'for the appearance of Lord North, an
it being 4 o’clock, a motion was made toadjourn, which

* occafioned a droll converfation replete with mirth and

ood-humour between-Mr. Rigby:and Col. Rarre, and

juft as the houle was adjourning, Lord North entered,
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wiiich bﬂus ubic&u.'x to; ufh;. debate; the \.{\}Fﬂ‘xuu was
put thereon: It was refolved in the affirmative.

Contents, = 7}
Non-contents, 2t
Diflentient,

. Becaufe the attempt to coerceby famine the whole body
of the inhabitants of great and pnp.ulous provinces, is
without example in the hiftory of this, or perhaps of any
civilized nation ; and is one of thofe unhappy inventions
to which parliament is driven by the difficulties which
multiply upon us, from an obftinate adherence toan un-
wife plan of government. We do not know exaétly the
extent of the combination againft our commerce in New-
Englandandthe other celonies ; but we Knotw the extent
of the punifhment we infli€t upon it, which is univerfal,
and includes all the inhabitants. Amongf thefe manyare
admitted to be innocent, and feveral are alleged by mi-
nifters to be, in‘their fenfe, even meritorious. . That go-
vernment which attemptsto preferve its authority by de-
froying the trade of its fubjefts, and by involving the
innocent and guilty in a common ruin, if it alts from a
choice of fuch means, confeffes itfelf unworthy; if from

natility-to find -any-other, - admits itfelf-wholly-incom-

petent to the end of its'inftitution. e B

fecondly, becaufe the Englifh merchants are punithed
without any guilt, real or pretended, on their part. The
people of the profiribed provinces, though failing in their
duty to government, ought to be permitted to difcharge
their obﬁ tions to commerce : without their fithery that
is impoffible. The merchants of England -‘entertain no
fears for their debts, except from the fteps which are faid
to be taken in their favour, Right hundred thoafand

ounds of Fnglith property, belonging to London alone,
T be crTHEd g, gfacriﬁced to the projc&s"o;' :

“13 not 1o be trified wit
thofe who have conftantly failed in every expe&ation
which they have held out to the public; and who are
become more bigotted to methods of violence, in pro-
portion to the experience of their inefficacy, and the
mifchievous confequences which attend them. oo

Thirdly, becaufe the people of New-England, befides
the natural claim of mankind to the gifts of providence
on their own coatt, are efpecially entitled to the fithery
by their charters, which have never been declared for-
feited, 7 hefe chdrters we, think (notwithﬁandinithe
contempt with which the idea of public faith has been
treated) to be of material confideration. The bill there-
fore not growing out of any judicial procefs, fecm equal-
ly a violation of all natural and all civil right, - .

Fourthly, Becaufe we conceive that the attemipt which

bas been made to bribe the nation ito an acquiefcence

in th's arbitrary aét, by holding out to them (by evidence
at'the bar) the'fpoils ot the New-England fifhery, worth
upwards of 300,00 1. 4 year tobe afcheme full of weak-
amd-dece —imdecency, becaufe i
fufpetted that the defire of the confifcation has created
the guilt ; weak, becaufeit fuppofes that whateveris taken
from the coloniesis of courfeto be transferred to ourfelves:
We may trample on the rules of juftice, but we cannot
alter the nature of things. We cannot convey to Great
Britain the advantages of fituation, tvhich New-England

Vv T-=-0

i

poflefles for fithery. If the valueof the cpmmodity fhould

tonies have been the fir 1 aggreliors, by their affociation not
to import goodsfrom Great Yritain,yet is, intruth,a molt
.cruelenforcement of former oppreflions ; and that affocia-
‘tionis no more than a natural confequence of antecedent
-and repeated injuries. And fince the re*raint of this bill
is not to be taken off till the feveral colonies fhall agree
to receive again all goods whatfocver from Great. Bri-
tain, and to pay all the duties’ impoled by parliament,

not excepting thofe upon tea; and fince three of them
muft apply through the medium of the new council of

Maflachufett's Bay, and the lalt mentioned province is
obliged not only to acknowledge the new charter, but
fubmit in all refpeéts to the feverté conditions of the port -
bill before they can he releafed from their hardthips}
fince thefe are the terms, and the only terms, upon
.whick this profcription is to ceafe, and the colonies muft

therefore fubmit to be the flaves, inftead of the fubjeéts

of Great Britain, this bill, in its principle, i3 both arbi-
trary and unjuft. And as we do not conceive any ground
of expeftation that the provinces will yield to fuch hard
conditions, a (ivil war, whi h may probably end in the-
total feparation of the colonies from the mother country,
will too naturally be the confequence of this bill, in-re-
Apeét of which, as well as for the other reafons hereb

afligned, we do moft folemnly and heartily proteftagain
the fame, 0 :

" Abingdon, Devonthire,
Stanhope, Camden,
Richmond, Cholmondely,

" Ponfonby:. Wycombe,
Mancheiter, Torrington,
Craven, Effingham,

""""Rockin'h# - -Abergavenrny
Fitawilliame )
L (o] N D o  N.

}tfar:‘b~s-a. The following is a cbpy of the addrefs and
etition delivered to his Majefty on Friday at §t. James's
{:y four of the principal people called quakers.

To George tlg third, King of Great Britain, ard the éorﬁi .
nions ther@ato belonging, the addrefs and petition of the
people called quakers. :

May it pleafe the King. - e =
¢« Gratefully fenfible of the protettion and indu'gence

we.eajoy under thy government, and with hearts full of
anxious concern for thy happinefs and the garof erity of

this great empire, we beg leave to approach thy royal

prefence. ¢

. % Prompted by the affeftion we bear to ol brethreni
and fellow-fubjeéts ; impreffed with an apprehgenfion of
alamities-in-which-the-whole-Britifh-empire-may-be-in— 3 —-That-thecoloni

volved, and moved by an ardent defire to promote th

royal intention of effefting a happy reconciliation with

thy people in America, we befeech thy gracious regard
to our petition, S
. “ From the intereourfe {ubfifting between us and our
brethren abroad, for the advancemeit of piety and vir-
tue, we are perfuaded there'are nat in thy extenfive do-

fo large a part of the fupply, it may cither gredtly injure
the fale of the commodity itfelf, or put the confumerson
new articles of confumption, or new metheds of fupply,
to the juft ruin of thofe, who, deluded by avarice, have
chofer, from the vain hope of an enhanced market, to

traffic. :

{o mu. h infifted upon by & lord high in office, in favour

of this project, namely the cowardice of his Majefty’s A-
mericin fubjé&s, to have any weight itfelf, or be at all
fgreeable to the dignity of fentiment which.ought tocha-
&erife this houfe. "'We do not think it true that any
part of the fubjets of this empire are defetivein brave-
gy. - Itis to the lak degree improper to a& upon fuch a
Huppofition, as it'muft highly difgrace our arms it cafe
of misfortune, and muft'take away all horlour from them
pn cafe of fuccefs.”” Nothing can tend more effe€tually

to defeat th’e'p'ixr}.éfes of all our coercive meafures, than

o let the peopleagzainft whom they are intended, know,
ghat we think ouf authority founded.in their bafenefs ;
that their refitance will give them fomg credit, even inour
OWn eyes, dnd that we attribute their ‘bbedience only to
heir want of courage. This is to call for refiltance, and
o provoke rehellion by the moft powerful of 3ll motives

bility: o)
Sixthly, becaufe the interdi& from fithing arnd com-
erce is not terminated by any' certain and definitive
&t to be doné by the ] ratic
epends folely bn the will of the governow and majority
bf the.council'in fome of the provinces; upon-théir mere
ltr:l?.opiniqn"'o “the ftate of commerce.”  In two' of
0 ‘Kl‘p cribed provjnces the interdi& is made to depend
pn.the fame arbitr;

f mere cuftomhou ﬁﬁcm?‘ a
ude i3 dorifit 10, be'delegatedito 2
r however explts

y manyhawever wife,

111I11IVITe

“~“ed’to thy royal

be TnianckL at the fareign, markets, Dy.the.exclulion of.

difturb the ratural, fettled, and beneficial courfe of
Fifthly, becaufe we do not apprehend that the topic

hich ¢an a& upon inen of any degree of: fpifit and fen-

interdi€ed, but its duration

will, in much’ 'wdgfe*;l}_ax}gg;»_'tlibjew

r of fuch magnt- . !
Lt g Spithead for Bofton _ {'
« there to wait for freflt orders from Englaad.” - -

}-and-more—zeatounflyatta

:Enin& the bill for reftraining the trade and fithery of
[

« Ttis faid that in the houfe of lo;dWs \yeﬂerdhy a flaw

pofe, withdrew accordingly. ..

amd-Tmade a Thort apology for having Kept the houfe wait-
ing for himj he f1id he did not know that any hufirefs
was to be tranfuéted that required his prefence, and was
now totaliy ignorant what the houfe had been doihg.
Upon this Col. Barre recapitulated the pleafantries t '
had pafled between him and Mr. Rigby, and mcmiua
the motion that had -een made to agjourn, and put “of
thereport from the committee till Monday, which was a-
greed to. ; . !

It was thén moved and carrisd unanimoufly, "to pro-

‘ceed 'upon a meflage received from the houfe of lords,
after a ballot for-a contefted election.
lates to the American reftraining bill. -

The meflage re-

fo heartily tired do the members of the lower boufe

feem to be of thé American bufinefs, that after the bal-
lot was over yefterday, the houfe was reduced to under
.100 members, though the amendments froin the lords
to the abovementioned bill were expected to come on,
.and notice had been given of it the day before from the

chair, . o TR .
Yeiterday a proteft was entered in the houfe of peers

MaflachufEtt's-Bay.—

— e

was difcovered in the American fithery bill. It fecms the

title, as it was fent by the commons, by no means cor-
refponds with the body of the'bill, as 1t now ftands a-

mended by the lords.: It therefore goes back to the
commons to be reétified, and that the lower houfe may
agree to the amendments, . . A Co
Yefterday at a. general meeting of the merchants,
traders, and others of the city of London, concerned in
the commerce of North- America, ‘at the King’s Arms

~in Cornlill, the chairman acquainted—the’ meeting that =~
the bill for reltraining . the, New-England _fithery, &c. :

havin - paffed both houfes of parliament, the cominittee,
according to their diretion had prepared a draught of
a.petition to his Majefty for their approbation; which

being twice read, and unanimoufly approved- of, a mo-

tion was made, that two of the committee do immedi-~

ately wait upon the fecretary of ftate with a copy of the
petition, and defire to know wheri his Majefty will be
rleafed to receive it; which was agreed toand Mr. Mol-
cfon and Mr, Bridger. being appointed, for that pur-
Ager this a debate arofe
about the mode of prefenting the petition, and conclud-
cd with a refolution that the petition be ented to the
king by the eommittee, in the moft refpefful manner.
The following are the ninc-re(gi‘:tioxix contained in
Mr. Burke’s conciliatory plan whith he “offeredffor’ the
confideration of the houfe of commons on Wedhe{day
laft; all of which paffed in the hegative; thefrft'on a
divifion, the reft without dividinig the houfe. -*
rth-A-

merica, confifting of 14 feparate governments, and con--
taining two millions 6f frec inhabitants, have not had
the liberty 4nd privilege of eleftingand fending knights,

citizens, and burgefles to reprefent tliem in parliameaty = - .

which pafled in the negative, ayes 78, noes_ 270.-
- 2. *¢ That the faid colon:es, &c. have been liable td
and bounden by feveral fubfidies, payments, rates, and’

than in the provfnx es of America, and amongit all rali-
giovs denomlinations. . .. . -

_ ¢« We prefiime not to juftity the excefles committed;
nor to enquire into thé caufes whi-h may have produ ed
them ; but, influenced by the prin-iples of that religion

»which pro:Jaims peace on earth and good-will to men,

we humbly befeech theo to flay the fivord; that iucans

may be tried to effett, witheut bloodflied, dnd all thiee- *

vils of inteftine war, a firm and lafing unidn with
our fellow-fubjeéts in’ America. . .

¢ Great dnd arduous as the tafR filay dppedr, We truft

‘frien may be found irt this country. and in Ameri.d, »

who, properly authorifed, wolld, witha zeil and ardour,
becoming dn objeét fo inportant, endedvour to compofe
the prefent differences, and eitablifha happy~and perina.
nent reconciliation, on that finn foundation _ the re.i

procal intereft of exch part of the Britifli empire.

« That the Almighty, by, whom kings reign; and

prinees de:ree juftice, may make thee the hap y inftru-

ment of per,.ctuating harmony and concord through the
feveral parts of thy extenfive dominionts § that thy cle-

mency and magnanimity miy be admired in future ge-

nerations, and a long fucceflion of thy defcendasts fill,
with honour to themfelves and happinefi to a_grateful
people, the throné of their an-tftors, is the ferventpray-
er of thy Majefty's faithful fubjeéts.”_

March 24. The Duke of Arﬁyle_wl ' 1 .
land in a few days, to review tle troops ftationed there

before they embark for Bofton. g e
A letter from Ireland mentions, that orders arearrived

to ftop the embarkation of Prefton’s dragoons for Ame-

rica; but the regiments of footare prepating to embark.

i '-I':'Jgtuﬂ qf; & letter, ﬁfn Gofpert, .‘Ma'r_tb‘ z‘b'.‘. .
« Since my laft, all the tranfports have ‘failed from

, but théy are to ftay at Ircland,and

h)
& .

érlon, tIty'I" Family, and government, — colonies and ‘?liﬂiflt:’ft'x‘bhfﬁn\':_h.dffﬁéirekhfghts, &c.

11 fet ou: fog Scot."

4t year of his prefeat majeily’s reign roiating touhe
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faid par!iament ot their own eleftion, to reprefent the
conuaition of their country ; by lack whereot they have
been often grieved by fubfidics, given and granted and,
affented to 1 the {aid court, in manner prejudicial to
the commonwealth, quietnels, reft, and psace of the fub~
je&s inhabiting within the fame.” Amendment propofe
to leave out from the word country to the end of there-
folution.. Queltion put;, that the words propofed to be
left out, ftand part of the queition; it paffed in the ne-
gative withgut a divifion,
amended being put, it paffed likewife in the negztive. :
3. ¢ {hat ea h of faid colunies, &c. hath within itfelf
a body chofed in part. or in the whole, by the freemen, . |
freehiolders orotherjnhabitants thereof, commonlycalled
the general alfemn ly,.or general court, with powers le~
%:illy to raife, levy, and afl=fs, according to the ufage of
uch colonies, duties, and taxes, towards defraying all -\’
public fervices.” It pafied In the riegative. =~

- 4. % That the faid general afT:mblies, gereral éourt{
er other bodies_legally qualified as aforefaid, have a
fandry times freely granted feveral large fubfidies and
public aids, for his - Majeity's fervice, according to their,
abilities, when required thereto by letter from one of
h s majeity’s prin.ipal fecretaries of ftate; and that their -
right t grant the fame, and their chearfulnefs and fuf-
ficieady mn the faid grants; have been fuirdry ‘tintes ac-

‘knowledged by parliament.” Paffed in the negative. < B¢
,. §+ % That it hath been found by ex‘}ericnce. thatthe ./ _ '3

manner of granting the faid fu. plies and ai's by thofe /
eneral affemblics, hath been more agreeable to the ina ‘it
E‘abirqnts of the faid colonies, and more beneficial and |

o o o 4

conducive to the public fervice, than themode ol giving:y

and granting aids and fubfidies in~ parliament, to "bcq

taifed and jald in-faid colonies.” - Paffed in the nega.!

tive ol B I R Lo L T R R
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