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~PHOCION's LETTER fo'the K—: ]
. g 9" HEN 2 fubje& froth your majefty’s
once happy american dominions, fhail

: ' ' bhas he to encounter: the prejudices in
your royal breaft will divert your atten-
on. and calt an unpropitious biafs on the natural
pefty of your mind. A prince furrounded by adu-
ing courtiers, and flattering favourites, be ex-
.fed to receive with ungracious miein, the Humble -
fpplication of obfcurity ; but 1 mean neverthe'els, ';3
mpt the paffage, and force an entry to your ro
Br. You have been bred up_under the courtly influ- -

dare to advance to your throne, muth —madetothe town:

tvery idea of natural jilftice, and confonant to the ftrict
princip'es df the Englith cititdtion, t¢ have cited the
offenders to —anfwer the—chargd.  If individbals were
fiot to be fdund, why was 1ot a demand of reftitution
3 —;laM;nncc—orépain;infultcd_mur- -
kingdom would you immediately have made reprifals
withiout the formality of & complaint 1—no—we know
you would not. Your conduét to the Spaniards when

-tht‘z‘diﬂ'eizcd you of Falkland Iflands and degraded
yo

Britifh flag, at 2 time when the nation raged at the
aitront, convince us that you prefefred the .enjoyment
of a prudent peace, to the uncértain iffue of a" bloody™
war.  Why then are four own f{ubjefts tu bt treated
Wwith lefs juftice, ‘with lefs humanity ?

hee of that ill-framed fentiment,e tbat tbe king can da no
By ; and when the meafures of your government
- odious to your people, their modefty of opi-
on .and reverence of royalty, have taught them to
1 at your majefty, through the heart of your mini-
: the virulence of sa#lion, as courtiers are pi.afed to
brm it has ever-fpent its furce on your fervants, and -
fept a refpetful diftance from your royal perfon s but
¢ times, may it pleafe your majefty, callfor mors ex-
dicitude of fentiment ; and ungrateful as the addfefs
pay prove, to an " nglith monarch, a fubjet will now
pidly introduce "him'elf to your royal preience, and
Il you truths, which, though they may be unplea-
ng to hear, are neceflary tor you to know. Your mi-
'l%ry T fhall releafe, and charge on your majefty alone,
the execution of meafures, -which proi_nifc to difgrace
our government, and difturb your throne.
Know, royal fire, that your ftation at the head of a

mighty i

empire, is an appointment under heaven, for
e happinefs of the people, and that whenever you
onfent to the exercife of a power that wlil diitrels your
fubjects, sbat bowr you pervert the end und intention of
our government, and weaken the fupports of royalty.
Y our fubjeds, royal fire; bave a title to happinels, equal
ith their fovereign, and wilt-dare to tell you fo, when-
er you attenipt to dc rive them of it.
ft is your majefty’s fingular tortune to be placed at
he head of an empire, which, for fplcndour‘nnd ex-
nt, will probably exceed all the nations of the globe ;
but by the ftrange fatality of your genius, [ fear you
.about to reduce a fet of loyal, geherous fubje&ts to
he dread alternative, of oppofition to your parliament;
br difgraceful flavery. W hat glowing honours. can
cur majefty with to “derive from rwing'a nation of
):ves? or what mighty atchievements do you expet to.
berform againft a people above three thoufand milws
Jiftant, who are nearly half the number of your fubjeéts,
o-Britain : diftrefs them 1 confefs you may, biit con-
huer their opinions you can't, though ait the choiceft
lower of your youth, and the ftern vigour of age,
hould embark in the unjuit and unnatural ¢aufe: why,
ben, will your mijefty perfift in an attempt which will
dvolve ruin on innocent thouflinds abroad, and fo
aken your government at home, tha€ yoyr mijefty,
d your roya% line may mourn too late at this event;
an event which your inveterate enemies will aWil thems
Jelves of with joy. i - 2
Your parliament, it is true, give a feeming finétion. .
%o the nation for your condu&, but as fole ﬁeﬂd, and
ultimate decifive finifher of their proceedings, to you we
Jook for prote@ion—jou are our fovéreign ard ruler,
and not our fellow-fubje&s in parliament: if fbey un-
juftly tempted _wi *uprope of others, the’
irtue of %o Whave rejetted the propofal
with difdain. 7 heir defigns feem to have been to wreft
our effeéts into their own%nnds, in order, thereby, uls
timately to preferve their own, and the more effeétually
o induce your majefty” to join in the robbery,” they
ve offered ~you a-part-of -the fpoil. It was -in--your
Bmajefty's power to have reje&ed it, & power which, by
“;’ tie of honour and intereft, you ought to have ex-
ed. You are not only the formal but accountable
head of government; if your minifters
rong meafures, itis all they can do; it is
N a)cfgy alone that they are to receive their effence, and
6'you, royal Gre, and notto them, we look for re-
Arefs.—1t 1s impoffible for us to reft fatitfied with cen-

uring a minifter of ftate, the mere todlk-of a day: our-

duty to ourfelves, our difcernment as men, demand of
s a clofer inveftigation of the caufe of our grievances:
ve.tracé'them up to the throne, from whence, though
Rhey m:ﬁht not originate, they-have ultimately  iffued, -
nor could they have affe@ed “us without' your appro-
bation. Your prerogative,as king invefted you with
power to {upprefs the unjuftifiable ipvafions of our fel- -
ow-fubjets the parliament, and we claim it as our un.
alienable right to ftep forth with firmnefs, and' prefeg. .
Dur complaints, ; 2 =
The oftenfible caufes of our prefent uneafinefs, fuch -
a3 the revenue alls, extenfion of the jurifdition of the
ourts of admiralty, &c. &c. and the juft abhorrence
which they have excited in every American breaft, long
nce have reached your mialcar, as they have been
hoed from one end to the other of your extenfives
American dominions;. and re-echoed through the Bri-
tith ifles. 1 mean not to animadvert on thofe aits but
o confine my obfervations,, royal fire, to the later pro-
tcdings of your government. :

’

: o 0 i B
When the news of the unjuftifiable outrage in Bofton

bpon the propesty of the Eaft-indix company arwi
your coust, would it not have been confiftent "ﬁi
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lonies, and to ke€p them id awe. A differencs id relia
gion, iaws, ind dependency, will keep up 2 ttrong ani.
mofity ; and there is no doubt but every encouragéms=nt
that can poffilly be afforded to thefc licenfed fldves,
thefe children of popery; fipported by a ‘protéftant
court, will be given, in order to fubdue thoie h:ad-
{trong colonifts who pretend to Be governed by Englith
aws.

l.et us examine the late American cdié!z’f’?—ei‘ﬁiﬁi"\ﬁé
fay there develdpe the caufe. Your firft att called the
Bojlon gort bill, after depriving thetown of its trade and .
thereby involving tht innocent with the guilty, winds
up witi a claufe imp '\{verinF your majefty virtually to
repeal the faid a& r;' proclamation, with the referva-’
tion t0 yous majefty, your heirs and fucceffors; of the
right ¢ to afign and appoint the EXTENT, BOUNDS aad
LIMITS of 1be port or barbosr of Boflon,” dnd alfo to ap-
pdint ¢ SUCH AND 30 MANY epea places, quays and
avbarfs witbin the faid barbour, creeks, bavens and iflands -
for tke landing, difcbarging, lading and fbipping of goeds™
as you or they ¢« jfball judge necefary ‘aiid expes
dient.' o o .

Here the moft inciutious obferver muft difcover that
the parliament have vefted your majefty with the abfo-
lute poffeffion of the eftates of that extenfive harbour,
with power to beftow them on whom you pleafe, for

ou are not to be informed that the value of landed
eftates-In a trading town arifes gm'sly from their fitua-
tion. ‘Thofe of Bofton haveé been created and efts.
blified at an immenfe éx{»cnce, but by the late port
bill reft now in your majefty’s bireait to affix their valie,
by determining where and on whofe*land the tradé of
the port thall be casried on; and further, the fiid act
impowers your majefty to temove -the trade ror EVER
trom the faid town, and to eftablith the fame in fuch
other parts of the faid harbour as your maje thall
think proper, whereby any of yolr favourites. by pur-
cHafing before hand, at a low rate, fuch tracts within
the iaid bay as you' fhall derermine to aflign for the
¢ tanding, difcharding, lading and fbipping of gosds,” miay
become great and mighty landlords td the diftrefs and
riin of the prefent ianded intereft of the faid town, ~
A claufe fo big with power to your majefty, ne'ft cer-
tainly alarm tge fubjett: Your favourites, or princes
of the blood if you pleafe, may Have vefted in them for
a trifling confideration the whole lands of a town whofe
tiide muft be equil to the town of Bofton, iinle(s from
a retrofpe&tive view of broken charters and forfeited
royal faith, the wretchéd inhabitants thould feek a furer
fuitenance in other climes: e

As the law was defigried to punith paft crimes, and
the conditions of pdrdon were therein enaéted ; when
thofe conditions are once complied with, in what page
of juftice are we to feek for the reafons of thig cruel re:
{erve? is it tHe more effetually to rob you of {'d'u:!?eo-
ples love, or to render you more abfolute by fo an
acquifitioni of power. Wkhien a judge is to reap benefit
from the decifion of 4 caufe, the laws of the land-res
quire him o defcend from the benich ;. but ds the nature
of your ftation, royal. fire, denies fuch a defcent to
your majefty, ought you not fo far to have amended
the a&t in queftion as to remove every doubt and fcruple
of your being interefted in the event; as it now ftands,
you have poffefled yourfelf by a cruel edict of the attual
property of your innocent fubje, for /o leng as you de-
prive an innocent citizen of the right of
eltate, /o long you keep.an unjuftifiable pofleflion of . it
a poflellion which in any man, lefs than a king, woul
be deemed a robbery and a fraud ; though thefe may be

terms to a princely ear, and terms which mo-

harth
reco 8% narchs but feldom  meet with, yet-when kings defcend
fmm?‘ &Lt{rtﬁin i

to a& the u~fatherly part of their fubjeéts by
affixing the imperiai gnate to cruel decrees, it will ex-
_tort the voice of murmur from the mildeft breaft.

We befeech you, royal fire, to look round your’do.
minions at Bome, and give one inftance of fimilar ex-
ertions of power: fimilar &gcncc: we can find. many.
Your militia a& was oppofed with open force. Your
turn.pike laws -have been condemned, and toll-bars
broken down. - Your- metropolis has been diftratted
.with mobs, and tumults, and youf royal perfon inful-
ted, yet when have you fhewn fuch a keennefs of re-
fentment, and fuch an attack upon the property of in-
nocent individuals 2=blufh, 1 fire, for fo unkingly
a partiality. We areall cqually yourfubjects, agd if

reference is due to any it is to your Americans, men
who have never revolted againt your family, as your
fubje&s in Britain have done, but are warmly and re- |
ligiou? attached to- your interefts; and were ‘you,
royal fire, to vifit your weftern dominions, you would
find amongft them more true reverence and dutiful al-
legiance to your on and- family ‘than in the land
which boafts you for ' their native king. Your. guards
‘might be caft ‘off, for every man would vie in proteQing
you. I will not prefume to trefpafs too long at my
firft interview: but befecching you to ponder on the
bable event and effe® of fuch a law, I -fhall beg
eave to retire from your royal prefence, afking pers,
miffion tg seacw ary vifit at a futdre day,

-

"Verfailles and Madrid, by which thie latter

- fees the nect th'
and’t

ng his .

~ fince the parliiment broke #p, orders have been fent
to all thie manufadturing counties to poftpone tlie com-

pletion of the tommiffioris which were exccuiting for A~

therican exportation. : s
.."A treaty Is now negotiating between the courts of
tee to
France the country of Louifixna, New.Orleans, and all
other territories on the Americangontitdent. ‘The Por~

tugﬂefc were invited to accede to this treaty; bt fefu-
P

whicli is thie only reafon that carl be given for the
%Spc:irancc of the Spanith forces dn the frontiers of that .

ngdom. .

Orders ire fent ovér to Hinover to keep the trdops
under conftant difcipline, dnd to coniplete every regi-
ment in the ele€torate with all poffible expedition.

Fune 7. The followinlg il a fketch of a popullar rioble-
man's {fpeech on American affairs, iy

¢« My lords; want of health has hitherto prevented
me from gividg my fentiments on the feveral .bills
which have come under your confideration‘with refpect
to America; 1 hope I maf' thefefore be indiilged in
the opportunity of travelling out of the linc of the
prefent matter of the day, 1 fhall endeavour to
with tendernels and caution; I know your lordfhip=
tan't bear muchi; I will be, if pofiible, void of offence.
Was I in, Bofton I would fay they were wrdng, to
deftroy the properfy of the India company: I fa
hete, you have beeri the original aggreffors; a law 15
patt which may feal my.lips, but were I to fpeak what
1 think; ard what 1 know to be conftitutional, I would
tell you—you Have in weaknefs written a dead letter—
you have fet upan ima?' which you.dare not own,
and which tlie people of America laugh at: I would
tell you, you have no right to totch the pocket, muach
lefs the life, of a feilow fubje® in America; he fubmits
himf(elf to the neceffity of your laws relative to trade,
and the regu'ation of a national commerce; ufe he
hre agrees. to Buy the wool, employ
the weaver, o be meafured by the tailor you re-
commend; but when he has put on his cloaths, he
fays they are his own; he fays, you fhall not have his
coat, becaufe he is rio longer fure of his waiftcvat
dnd breeches. - .

« My ldrdd, you have lived upon the fupport and
{nduftry of America thefe forty years; you have the
'great materials of commerce, not only cheaper from

. Americd than you ufed to have them from other

countries, but you pay for thofe materials with wrought

oods, which over-balances the sccount; and ‘draws - -

om them eveéry fhilling they have. ‘I bis is the great,
-the folid, th:,ﬂxppo ';qthc falutary contribution
which Amietica pays, and which faves this venerable
fabric from falling into dufft. They will cither law
at, or refent your prefent meafures with equal fuccefs
if they have coohiefs they will make you fenfible of
what you lofe ; if they have recanirie to arms, you muft
be the firft, perhaps the only fufférers; you mufy be
undone ; they may work out their falvation, Taman
_old mtiani in public bufinefs, my advice arifes from expe-

rience; it may be worth fometlithg; recal your fcanty *

forces from the wretched employthent of murder; they
are neither able or willing to execute your commands ;
be friends with America for your dwn intereft and
our own fafety; you will want her affeion when
ler {word is turned  againft you;.a few ragged High--

landers obli you to call upon a royal general, and

“a body of diigiplined troops, to fave this couptry; half

a million - of brave and defperatg, mefinurfed to arms
muft eventually prevail, ' I lave ome word fo
rev. bench, 1 want to Know how they reconcile it to
the ‘trie principles of chriftianity, to fpill the blood
of America like water,” - s

June 16. It is reported, that fome of the ableft in*
the minifry were agaidft bringing on the bufinefs of
the Quebec bill at this time, as it will throw a great
weight in the popular fcaie at the mext general
cleion, and will coft many of the prefent majority
their feats in parliament. :

Fune 18, Yefterday the duke of Glouchefter was
prefent in the houfe of lords at the debute on the
Quebec government bill. Lord Mansfield attended
likewife at the determination of an appeal from the
court of exchequer in Ireland, but went away as
foon as.the order of the day was read. ;
_ The North-American (hips which cannot procurs
a- freight home, propofe taking in emigrants frota
a fiter kingdom.- o )

une 20. On Saturday afternoon - his ferene highnefs
Eqnce 'Brl:x;ﬁ of Mccklzgnr'gh Strf:litz, *fecond
rother to jefty, arri at Kew from Haggver,
on:viﬁttothcimdﬁcs. : S
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