“; -
: and of the authority of the king and parliament of
: Great-Britain over the fame; be it enacted by the
king's moft excellent majeity, by and withfhe advice
and confent'of the lords fpjritual 4nd temporal, and
+- , commons, in this prefent parliament affembled, and
3 " by the aurhtorify of the fame, that if at any time, with-
in the (pace of years from and after the
any bil‘{ or bills of inditment fhall be found againft
any pérfon for murder, or other capital offence, in
the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, and it thall
appear, by information given upon oath to the gover-
nor, or in his abfence to the licutenant-governor of
the faid province, that the faét was committed by the
perfon indicted, while he was either in the execution
of his ‘duty as a magiftrate, for the fuppreflion of riots,
orin the fupport of the laws of revenue, or that he
was a@ting in_his duty as an officer of revenue, or aét-
ing under the direttion and order of any magiftrate
for the fuppreflion of riots, or for the carrying into
effect the laws of revenue, or aidin _:md aflifting in
any of the purpofes aforefaid; and it it thall alfo ap-
nant-governor , refpectively, that an_indifferent trial
cannot be had within the faid province, in that cafe
it fhall and may be lawful fcr the governor or lieute-
nant-governor to direét, that the indi¢tment fhall be
tried 1n fome other of his majefty’s colonies, orin
Great-Rritain, and for that purpofe to order the per-
fon indicted to be fent under a fufficient cuftody to
the place appointed . for bis trial; and that there may
be no failure of Juitice from the want of evidence in
fuch cafes, it fhall and may be lawful for the governor,
or in his abfence tlie lieutenant-governor, to icttle and
aflefs a reafonable fum to be allowed for the expences
of fuch witnefles as the profecutor, or the perfon -
dicted, fhall defire to be fummoned; which fum fhall
be advanced by the commiffioners of his majeity’s cuf-
toms, to the witnefs, who, upon t_hc receipt thereof,
fhall enter into a recognizance before a judge of the
fuperior court, to appear and give evidence upon the
trial of fuch indiétment. _ '
And be it further erafted, that the governor, or n
his abfence é}}ﬁltenant-go'vernqr, it he fhall direct
the trial to be had'In any other of his majefty’s colonies;
thall tranfmit the indiftment, to‘Fcther with the re-
cognizances of the witneffes; under the feal of the
province, to the governor of fgc}] other colony; who
thall immediately iffue a commiffion of oyer and ter-
miner, and deliver or caufe to be delivered the faid
indi@ment, with the faid recognizances, to the chief
juftice, and fuch other perfons as have ufually been
_commiflioners of oyer and “terminer there; who fhall
have power to proceed upon the faid indi¢tment, as if
the tame had been found befcre them, and the trial
fhall thereupon proceed inlike manner, to all intents
and purpofes, as if the offence had been committed in
fuch place; and in cafc the governor, or in his abfence
the licutenant-governor, fhall direét the trial to be had
in Great-Eritain, he fhall then tranfmit the indictment,
together with the recogrizances of the witnefles, under
the feal of the province, to one of his majefty’s prin-
cipal fecretaries of ftate, who fhall deliver or caufe to
be delivered the fame, to the mafter of the crown of-
fich, and the indiément fhall be tried in the next
term, at the bar of the court of king's bench, in like
manner, to all intents and purpofes, as if the offence
“whad been committed in the county of Middlefex,

B OS T ON, May 27.

Extralt of a letter from London, April 8, 1774.
¢ T he eyes of all Europe are now turned to North-
America. 1t muft foon be dcterrp{ned. whether they
are men, and deferve that freedom which heaven has
put in their power; or whether they have the fubmif-

e {pirit of a fpaniel that was formed to fetch and
’ci:rry;,) and be kicked into fubmiffion. The London
merchants, fuch of them as trade to Bofton, have
evidenced a minifterial temper. They will not appear
in oppofition to the miniftry. A few natives of Ame-
rica have figned a petition to the king, lords,. and
commons, which has occafioned very confiderable de-
bates in both houfes, has chanced to _make more pro-
felytes out of doors, than all the political pieces toge-
ther that have appeared lately on the American fub-
juét. I fuppofe it was, becaufe people in general attend
more to any thing in that form, _than to fugitive pieces

" which no body owns. The minifter, confcious of the
badnefs of his caufe and fearful of an oppofition, has
-called out -all the dogs of Hell to barkat the Ameri-
cans: never were the public papers fo filled with the
- inve&tives of hireling writers. In the mean while, the
» further this bufinefs advances the more people begin to
: tremble for the confequences. I never go abroad but I
am applied to by people who wifh well to America, and

“exprels the moft ardent defire, and hope that the Ame-

ricans may be unanimous on the occafion § the minifter

plumes himielf on the certainty of their dividing

amone themfelves, and confiders them asa fope of

fand. _ The Bofton port bill is an cﬂ'aﬁ how far the

other provinces will fuffer a' fifter to be infulted; if

the minifter fucceeds in this attempt and no formidable
affociations are fet on foot, as fure as thereis a god

in heaven, the provinces will foon fufter one by one. 1 he

"Bofton charter is foon to be a!tered, which 1s_a.lfo in-

"tended as a precedent; I believe I am well informed

" that certain other charters, not far from Pennfylvania,

" will foon follow, nor is there any reafon why all may

not be changed, if any one of them may. It is appre.

hended that there never was more need of a generdl

" convention of the provinces than, at prefent; fucha

thing would raife the idea of vigour and unaminity

. among them, and terrify their enemies. The notion

of another non-importation agreement begins already

to alarm the manufa&urers, but the apprehenfion of

- - cutting off trade with the W’eft-lndxes,al'arms th_c Wett-
India merchants much more. I cordially wifh that
every A merican had heard the fpeeches that were made
when the rotion was made for leave to

e time is now
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they will fuffer themfelves to be humbled, fo as to fub-
mit to the yoke that is made for them, I fhall not ven-
ture to guefs, but if they do, I-fhall with that I had
been born in #rance, that land -of freedom, or wimt
maf{ exprefs the fame idea; every American will foon
wifh that he had never béen born, for zot 1o be, is better
than to be—a flave.

B ALTIMORE Fune 11. -

To Tug judiciexs and impartial PUBLIC.

MONG the great variety of fubjeéts which the

human mind is capable-of treating. on, whatever
their tendency may be, none, it is certain, ought mure
ferioufly to engage either private or public attention
amongit chiiftian fociety than that w‘l)lich endeavours
to obviate unjuft and malevolent reflexions againft a
man's charatter.® Injured innocence, in the opinion
of the wife and good, is fo unexpreflibly moving that
it not only even in bare appearance lays claim td
human agency, but when realiz’d commands fotial as
well aslegiflative interpofition in its vindication—~How far

circumftances of it will admit, may deferve public
attentiory, and how far my charatter hath been licen-
tioufly tremted and unjuftly traduced 1 thall fubmit to

e public to judge from the fellowing circumftantial
md mcomrovertiile falts— s

After areputable refidence of about feventeen years in
St. Mary's county, during a great part of which time
I was, by regular admiffion, an attorney at law, and
was alfo admitted to pradtice in Calvert county, and
adted for fix years a3 deputy county clerk of St. Mary's,
I came with my family in June 1771 té Baltimore
town to manage the bufinefs of the county tlerk, but
having reafon to believe it would be more to my in-
tereft, I at Auguft court 1373, quitted thit bufinefs;
and entertaining no idea of even the pcfibility ofa
fingle obje@tion being ftarted againft my admiflion,
applied to be admitted an attorney of that court, whenj
to my great aftonifhment Mr. George Chalmers moved
the bench againlt my being admitted, urging that my
charater was not held good in =t. Mary’s county,
but without being able to cite a fingle inftance of any
thing that amounted to a proof or, indeed, to a pro-
bability “of what he advanced; the court, however,
acting rather under the reftrition of caution and pru-
dence, as I wasa ftringer to them, than influenced
in any degree by the bare aflertion of my jealous and
miftakenly impdrtant adverfary, thought: proper to
polfpone my admiffion until I produced teftimonials
o. my charatter at st. Mary’s. At the next enfuing
March court | again dpplied for admitlion, but there
not being a fuwl court | was referred to it's adjoufn-
ment, vir. to the tourt in June, when 1 repeated my
application, not only under felf conviétion of my in-
nocence of the charge dirtlly and meanly infinuated
againft ine, but under the attefted connrmation of the
falfity of the imputation from a confiderable number
of letters from gentlemen of the firft character in St.
Mary’s county, whofe undoubted reputation and
honour would give validity and tsuth to their affer-
tions in the molt refpeétable fenate&vhere their charac-
ters werk known: thefe letters, with the teftimony of
feveril gentiemen of diftin€tion in this county, which
were publicly read in court, I fhall communicate tg
the public in the Maryland journal of next week, and
how far they operated in my favour the reader will
judge from tue iffue of my addrefs.

‘1 he bench divided oaly on a difference of opinion
“with refpect to the mode or manner of my application
for admittance, and of the feven following gentlerien,

- 'who eonftituted the court, viz. Mr. Plowman, Mr.

Moale, Mr. Sollers, Mr, Vn. RElbber, Mr. Andrew
Buchanan, Mr. Willlam Buchanan and Mr. Speare,
a majority were for my being immediately admitted
and fworn, when Mr. Robert Alexander with, asT
thought, fome degree of pertnefs obferved that 1 could
not :ken be fworn, as "the ‘court was adjourned, which
1 found it had been a few minutes before my applica-
tion. Mr. Alexander's petulance did not end here.
He infinuated to the bench that if I was admitted, He
would gquit the bar, whether this infifuation was dicta-
ted by an o‘finion of his own importance, and that
he intende

the magiftrates with his ftubborn antl unreafonable
humour, or whether his apprehenfions that my fuccefs
in bufinefs, were I admitted, would fo much interfere
with and reduce his pra&ice as to render the con-
tinuance of it not worth his while, is 2 matter which
feveral judicious gentlemen, who were prefent, are
yet at alofs to determine on. -To give my own fen-
timents of the matter, my opinion of Mr. Alexander’s
innate modefly, and his refpect for magiftracy induces
me to believe that the latter motive operated, and
that the paffions of fear and jealoufy were fo predomi-
nant as to produce that inftance of ill-judged confidence
which in another -point of view might with great pro-
priety be confidered the height of confummate im-
pudence,

Mr. Alexander Lawi{on, who is my inveterate ene-
my, for no other reafon, known to me, than -that I
confulted my own emolument in leaving his employ,
now thought proper to put his ficulty of fpeech to
torture in oppofing me, and attempted to difcharge a
volley of invetives againit me, but proved fo unequal
to the tafk, with any kind of efficacy; that, after dif-
torting the mufcles of his face, and provoking himfelf
into a violent ion, he could only convince the
court that he had nothing at all to the purpofe to fay}

and this ineffeCtual fally of his malevolence: was at-

tended with fuch a fhaking of his lips, fuch a falt'rin
voice, and trembling as affrightedly as if he had juf
committed on my perfon that murder which he fo in-
humanl mcdirate‘r ag)ainft my charalter. He, indeed,
was able to master that George Maxwell, E(q; and

col. Benjamin Young had expreffed their difapproba- .
tion of me, and thatit was {ufpeéted I had been con-

cerned in burning my houfe in which were fundry

tion is fo pregnant with improbability, that to attempt
a circumftantial refutation of it would be entirely
neeedlefs, nor could any man livi;i\'g, except he was
callous to the very conviftion of inhumanity, as well

it as a threat, to enforce a tqmpliance of

unty—but’ this cruel infiuiua-—Jure thesm oul,andERipie
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as hardened in and infeafible to felf reproach in the high,
cft degree of bafenefs, concieve the commiflion orin.
tention of fuch an adt on my part, when it is notorioy,
in »t. Mary's [ fuffered a very confiderable lofs by
that, unhappy accident, in the total deftruétion of my
houfe, furniture, books, papers, &c. .8
. Much doubting the verity of Mr. Lawfon’s affer.
tion refpeéting Mr. Maxwell'sand col. Young's opi.
nion of me, and confcjous that neither of thefe gentle.
men can advance any thing to my difcredit, 1 cajf
upon them to declare in as public a manner as th

may think proper, their fentiments of me; and whils
1 dareand do challenge any man in St. Mary's coun

to accufe me of being inftrumental in the deftruétion
oi my houfe, from perithing™in the flunes of which
two of my children, togethef®with two of Mr. Llew.
ellin’s fons, who theri lodg'd in my houfe were almot
miraculoufly preferved; 1 beg thefe two gentlemen,
Mr. John Llewellin, and others who are acquainted
with the generally fuppofed occafion of the fire to de.

: . ' - clare their knowledgg. thereof—I efteem -it a gratituds .
pear, to " the (atisfaction of tthaid‘govemprwlimm—my—cale',—whwh—l-maﬂ-ﬁatwtth——all—the—brevuy—tho-—-l—owe—ﬂhc—ma

pettable—gentlemen of st.™ar
county, who furnithed me wﬁgll recommendatory thf
ters, and alfo the gentlemen of this town and coun ;
for their general charatter of me furnithed alfo 1
writing, to l.)eg their acceptance of my moft fincen
. _thanks;_and to_ aflure them -that notwithftanding M
“~Alexander ungéhteely endeavoured to depreciate the:
tondour and honour by faying to the great furpriz
of many refpeétable perfons who were prefent, « W,
know how eafily letters of recommendation are obtaiz,
ed,” Iam highly fenfible of the fervice they rendere
me, in expofing the malignity and refuting the falfhow
of my enemies. >teady and refolute in purfuing tk
proper fteps for obtaining admiffion at the next enfuir
court, in July, fully fatisfied that I fhall experienc
juftice and imPartiality from the bench, and that 3
the efforts which the envy, hatred and malice. of 1y
few enemies ‘can devife, will be impotent againft tx
reafonablenefs and equity of my caufe, I Ratier myfes,
and hope without vanity, that my tuture conduéta
a member of {dciety, and my integrity as an attorny
of this court, w.ll further demonttrate to the benc,
to my numerous and refpectable friends, and totk
world, how unjuftly 1 have been treated.
1 am, with great refpe&,
m’ (oatlcco. the public's /Jur{l-b/e Jervant,
OWEN ALLEN

ANNAPOLI Sy JuNE 23, 1774.
Yefterday departed this life, the reverend Mr. R 0.

BERT RENNY, refor of st. Margaret's Wei.
minfter, in this county.

When a man is paft his fenfe,
There's no way to reduce him thence,
But twinging him by the car and noie,
Or laying on of heavy blows.
' Hupisra

HE necefiity, I confider myfelf under to vindica:
my character, as a man profeffing the printipla
of honour, and to remove any unfavourable prejudics
that may have been too hattily imbibed from Heny
Thompfon’s very extraordinary notification in the Mary.
land gazette of the gth inftant, will, I humbly prefum;,
be a fufficient apology fo a generous publig for my fo
titing their candid attention. *x e
In eonfequence of letters from Bofton, &c. the inh.
bitants of Laltimore- 'own were convened, and a com.
mittee appointed’; fome time after, a general meetirg.
of the country inhabitants of Baltimore county, to jou
in confultatiop with their brethren in the Town, wx
agreed upon ; the committee of Baltimore-Town, in.
mediately after the meeting of the inhabitants of the
city of annapolis, invited the committee for that ci
to be prefent at the propoled general meeting in Balt.
more; and at a numerous meceting of the inhabitant-
of both country and town, in Baltimore- fown, oa
“} uefday the 31t ult. Meflicurs Johnfon, Chafe, Pacs,
and Hammond, accordingly did attend, but as (pets-
tors only, not in the leait interfering with the bufinefs
of the day.—Prior to this general meeting a report pre-
vailed, thatif the gentlemen from Anmpolis attempted
to fpeak, on the importagt fubjet, which occafioned
that meeting, Meflieurs Afhburner, Thompfon, and
their party, interlded to infult and pull them from
their feats; very many gentlemen prent at the meet-
ing were, from the behaviour ot Thompfon and his
party, of opinion, that they came thete refolved to in-
terrupt and prevent, if poflible, thofemeafures which,
previous to the meeting, were thougit neceffary, afi
were afterwards almoft unanimoufly lefolved upon.—
To this general meeting I, an inhabitant' of Ann:-
Arundel county, went, and there endéavoured, in con-
verfation with Mr, Afhburner, to piove it far mor
laudable for the inhabitants of Baltimdre to ftand forty,
as carly as poffible in the common cauk; and by fpirit
ed-mreafires evince to the world, that'nothing ‘in theit
.power fhould be wanting to obtain a.repeal o% that a&,
y which the port and harbour of Boiton ig blocked up,
than coollyand fupinely wait for therefolutions ofany of
the coloniesy Thompfon,a fingle man, nothing more this
a peregrinating faftor, without any conexions in Ame.
rica, that Iﬁa’vc ever heard of, exrcifing his talents
.to prevent thofe falutary refolves, vhich were entered
into, notwithftanding all his feeble :fforts to the con.
trary, mowed, that no perfon, who'vas not- an inhabi.
tant of the county, fhould fpeak at fiat meeting, andl
being the only perfon under this prelicament, who hid
faid a;g:rd on the occafion, confilered his motion'at

an infilt offered me alone, and a fuch: refented it;
from him'l received an aflault, ani, whilft engaged,
Mr. Afhburner lifted a chyb’to:ftrik: me,» hnt way pro.
vented by the gentlemefmftirnt, w o, being conyine
from their behavio x_:'ﬁ§ at:they cime to difturb the

" harmony of " that fn,' cried withé§ general ‘voicg
Thompfon by the fhopiders and cynveyed “him to the
ftairs.  The {ame evening I received, by Mr, Afhbup

. ner, a note from Mr. Thompfon, of which the follow.
ing is a copy. =
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