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To tHe P R I

ToDr. CHARLES WIESENTHAL:
SIR, ST T May g,.1774;
HE ipfe dixit of any perfon, however rea-
“omablet y appear, iliould not have the
leaft weight 1n any {cicnce, . when repug-
‘nant to facts, which has been_the refult of
- ages; much lefs fhould an opinion " unfup-
ported by reaton, falls, or analogy. ,
“the great veneration paid to men of reputation,
has been the meuns of introducing the moft grofs ab-
furdities into almoft every fcience. The dogma of
Zri atle before the reformation in Germany, was looked

- on as ¢rthodsxg if a diflertation was publifhed, contain.

ing principles contrary to his doétrine, it was immedi.

_ately condemmed: in fuch a_manner. were the minds of -

men involved-in obfcuriry.. till removed by the immor-
tal #rcca, DMien of ambitious mmds_, when fet at the
heod of any fcience, whether they arrive there by fupes
rior merit, orsby craftand dijimuiation, on advancing
an opinion, think it incumbent on themfelves to fup-
port it, however abfurd : they are {0 elated with vanity,
aflertion
futficient to ¢onvince ; treating the opinion of all au-
therities with' cohtempt, as being fpurious, or the effect
of imagination, and even arrogate to themfeives a
knowl'eﬁg'e fuperior to the umted obiervations - for

g?éhink your figning a letter direéted to me, point-

- ing out the nature 6f my collntgral circamftances, has
contemptible as the figning one -

rendered you equall
fhewing the abfurdity of my reafoning ' would have
done; though perhaps you might fuggett in the former,

it was not in my power to prove the falfity of your ac- -

cufation ; whereas in the latter, you well knew the
opim;lgt;-s of every phyfician, ancient and modern, wee
agandt you. ]

g;uun erftood from you when at Mr. Coale's, on July
the 6th, that your idea in regard to his djforder was,
thet it was putrid, as- will appear from thy firft letter
tc you: though from your anfwer it is very clear, that
you had retracted your former notion, an was of an
opiniyn fimilar to mine: that is, that his diforder was
inflammatory, but not in fo great a degree: words to
t.is purpofe you will find in the third colwan, in the

“fire part of your firft letter,

it muft be obvious to cvery reader, that there is fuck
a <agfufion of your ideas in regard to his diforder,
ah:t;m cannot explain what they are---your journal
faysy bis diforder was a rheumatic fever, .tending to an

it Your letter of the 24th of February fays, ori-

inally an’abfcefs was the firft of his complaint, which

rought on  both pain and-fever---in your. letter di-
re&ed to me on tgg firft of ‘June, that the pain of the
knee wis a rheumatic fymptom---in your laft you fay,
the inflammation was from a particular depoiition, of
acrimony, left in the blood by the meafles, which b ing
difperfed by bleeding, brought orra'putrid fever,

Every perfon on perufmg your  firft letter, miuft.
thlik that we had agreed on lgﬁc oale’s diforder; you
acknowledged that hes labourédunder the riocumatsfpn,
and that his fever was inflammafory, ¢(but not in fo great
adegree) depending on the pain and inflammation ; and
in the latter part of your letter, acknowledged in gene-

ral arefolution was the moft favourable terminationsz

.dlio you acknowledged the propriety and. neceflity .of
bleeding of fim, and we only difagreed whether he was,
or was not bled too copiouﬂyy; and to prove bleeding
: I gave you the-obferva-
tions of Dr. Huxlam and Clegborn exaét in puint ; here
-you found yourfelf difcomfited, and like unto the ca-
meleor, changed. j : ]

that the matter in difpute is, whether Mr. Coalc's was,
or was not, originally (at the time of bleeding) a putrid
complaint; alio whether the moft favourable termina-
tion of an inflmnmation i§ by refolution; or apoftema-
uon, E R =i : g
In my firft letter, I have been explicit on the nature
of inflammatory and putrid fevers, and there pointed
out the pathognominic figns as delivered by the moft
experienced phyficians; which 1 reter you to, and
now be as’ concife as poifible.--- The figns fror
Whence you draw your conclufion of its being putrid,
by no mgans.charnguri;es a “putrid fever: the drynefs
ofthe fkinisa common attendant on all f; cies-of fe.
¥ers, folong as 2 firiCurs on the. fuperficies remains ;
thengh in putrid complaints, there is often a prculiar
«gree of pungency to the touchs a fymptom which, I
not perceive in Mr: Coale; perhaps from your great
» the ends of your fingers may have {;c‘:n more
imitable, therefore more fufeeptible of an  imprefiton.®
d you read Vaw Sawieten on the cenwzlfio febrilis, you

* Rightdifcover fpafmodic contraétions are.not in iy

* Ton complain of my omitting t0: mention kis having a

J s, alfo poiut it out as an inattention.---Wien I fpeak
Y anobfirufled perfpiration, 1 mention it relalively, as a
&tal pme aevey, exifis while life rersains;, any perfon of fenfe
‘,Z’i’;' zf&n% be bad no jenfible perfpiration, till the 28:b,
Y coxe esarfe, the flin ot mcifl,

| fe, the fi tu@w b A
\ . i Y 7 :{,

-attack) T extraéted the collar-bone.

—

manner a pathognomiric fign of putrifaion. I will deli-
ﬁvbcr the pat ognominicfigngofa p\?trid fever,as mentioned
by Huxbam, Yan Swvieten, FPringle, &c.---"y he pulfe
in gcneml, quick and fmall, fometites flow and foft,
?tn often very -fluCtuating; a great ‘prottration of
rlenﬁq:, Qghin§ and fobbing; faintnefs, and a remark-.

€ dejection of the fpirits,  If the pulfe is full, itis
ure tg fi i 0 any conficcrable
increafed tlrereby; at
at others profufe fweats

degree, and eve
- fometimes a o
trombthe firft, .
I beg"you will ¢ompare-théfe - fymptoms with Mr.
Coale's, and reflet on the confcqﬁg::s:‘ that immedi-
—ately enfued bleedimg; the firlt fime ‘the pul® was’
raifed, the fecond every threatening fymptom removed,
and he remained much better for'three days; but on
the sth day, the pair and inflammation returned with
violence, in confequerce of which, the fever : this ac-
ceflary lcxzur_e was the caufe of your being fent for, and
not the continuante of tHe fymptoms, ‘fgor which the
hat bleeding was ufed.--- You obferve in your journal,
that when you was called on the 7th day, the pulie in-
dicated bleeding, and you would have
“the tumour had not been fubfiding.

fymptom
dry parched fkin,

I fliall be glad to

know of you, for what reafon would-you have ordered
bleeding: when you fay. from tire acrimony being
~taken up, avputrid fever was induced: in cafe you the leaft contradiét
(tll:;u ht at that time the tumor fubfiding had “in=**~bleeding his diforder

1a putrid fever, why would you hiawe—ordered
'blmdxqg to difperfe it 2-.- can you produce one cafe, or
the opinion of one phyfician, that perfons labourin
under a fever of the putrid kir%), éver hada full nng
hard pulfe, indicating bleeding feverr days from their
attack, and after evacuations had beem ufed with free-
dom., - On'the contrary, is it not an obfervation rade
by every expeiicnced phyfician; thata full and hard
pulfe is the moft pathognominic fign of an inflamma-
tory fever, and too great a tenfiom -of the arterial
fyftem: or needs there any other drgument to prove its
being highly inflammatory, when after evacuations had
been ufed liberally in the beginning, -the pulfe to fhow
too great a tenfion on the ;th day, and indicate
bleeding, Now fir, you fee your journal has fur-
nithed me with an obfervation, that every experienced
. phyfician has declared to be the pathognominic fign of
an influnmatory fever. N
.1 have in my 'firit letter pointed ot to you, alfo have
given the opinion of the firft phyficians, fhewing that
a refolution of'an inflammation is the moft favourable
termination, and ought to be attzmpted, efpecially thofe
of the breaft:--- [ fhall fubjoin a cafe of col. Charles
Hammond’s fon, who you alfo attended. On January
the 3d, 1774; I .was called to him, he then laboured
under a pain and inflammation of the fhoulder, with !
fever; 1 bled him, and made ufe of the antiphlogiftie
regimen and medicines, and put 2 blifter on the part;
the pain and inflammation left the. fhoulder, and-a tu-
mour appeared on the fore part of the breaft; it ap-
peared to me impracticable to procure a refolution: I
ordered a poultice, it fuppurated in a few days and
was openedP; the collar-bone became carious---on the
13th of April, 1774, (about 15 months after his firft
It is to be obfer-
ved, Ilaid the apotteme open at firlt the whole length
full three inches, s il ik .
You obierve that a putrid fever was duced from'
the ncr'rmony being obftruéted, and afterwards re-en-
tering the circulation.--- T he nature of his complaints
pl:\in]’y contradiéts this hypothefis. --- If the inflamma-
tion was in confequentce of a depofition of acrimony on
the thoulder and fide,-forming an abfcefs, how comes
it to pafs, that when the pain and inflammation were

ordered it, if”

to difperfe it, you faf, will bring on a putrid fever, or
are we te endeavour to procure another apofteme ¢ 1f
the fivellings are cut out, yvhere it feems the acrimony
1s centered ; perhaps it might efcape, as it did when
the leg was taken off.---This actimony feems to be a
fubtle intelligent bring, and it is difficuitto lay hold of it.
il taneous—feparation-of —thegly
being obierved in ?:gnmmatory diforders, by fome of
the greateft phyficians 3 whether it may be_an (e, or
a caufey I have not ventured to'\givé my opinion: but
that thereare fuch appearances is certaim, and | cannot
think it to be from acrimony. How acrimony can be

]e&s_ itfelf together, and rufhes out of the orifice’? fimi-
lar Attempts perhaps/inay be taken' to take away the
matter in °the fmall-pox, meafles, "&c. arguments of
eqll:at weight might be produced'for the one as the
other; though experience contradiéts both, .
Ry-ufingthe bark and claret at the time I did; was
on gcequnt of the great debility ; as for increafing the
bark, the quantity mentioned by you, was to infigni-
ficang, th_:xt be would have been'a” month taking what
was requifite to be given in 48 hours:--- an apothe-
cary’s bay could not "have formed a more ab’(ixrcr pre-
feription: granting at the time I ufed the bark and cla-
ret, that there were figns of putrifa&tion, it does not in
but what originally at the time of
was highly inflammatery: for
takes place.” What is

#4:? but thé Ragnating fluids be-

.coming femi-putrid, deftroying the containing fulids,
- In the laft ftage of a pleurify i :

» peripneumony, &c. there
are figns of putrifaction, and oftenr on diffection; the
Earts are found to be morfified. Has iir. Coale la-
oured under any fymptom, but what prevails in an
empyema; fuch s colliquative fweats, diarrhced, heftic
fever, &c. you I prefume, admit an empyema to be in
confequence of an fnflammation, and a réfolution ought
to be attempted by bleeding, &c. .

I ftill deny an abicefs éxiftimg on Mr. -Conle (except
of the knee:) you with great profriety appropriated
to yourfelf the appellation of illiterate, in regard to
the term impothume or abfcefs. There aré many in-
ftances of inflammations, which are not difperfed, and
yet not {uppurate ; without which, you may find by
Barrow’s, or'Quincy’s lexicon, the term abfcefs or im.-

ofthume, - cannot be a‘pplie&; it muft be very ridicu-

2y}

ous for a Ehyﬁcian‘to_ an abfcefs mostified or indu-
rated, without ever mafter being formed ; far it is cer-
tain an impofthume never takes place, till the obftroc-

ted fluid is fuppurated. _ -

I thought it requifite to' puint ont how 2 difficulty of
breathing = mright exift, without breathing with “the
knee ; and thew that the pain.of the breaft was not the
immediate caufe ; thereare inftances of the breaft béi g
fo formed, as to admit nodilitation ; the perfon bcimy at

. reft, had-no difficulty in breithing} how does a- diffi-

+ ~the bones are cafious.--- 1 fhall be

removed by bleeding, that. the fever and. other fymp-_.

toms immediately fubfided?--- in all cafes where we are
certain morbific, or acrimonious matter exifts, as - foon

- - . asit is depofited on any particular part, the feverand *
aft-performance;——other-fymptoms-vanifl;-but-in-cafe of -its'b =TE

led, a train ‘of “diréful fymptoms are produced: as is
demonftrated in the plague, fmall pox, and other er(;r-
tive diforders ; a perfon the -leaft converfant with the
fmall pox, muft know that when the eruption is com-
pleated, the fever and other fymptoms go off; but if
itis repelled by any means, every fymptom returns
with more violence. ' Pray fir, was this the confequence
in Mr. Coale’s cafe ? no! as foon as the pain and in-
flammatioif were removed by bleeding, the fever and
- other fymptoms {ubfided, till the agreffary feizure on
the sth day, at which time the fever &c.. rcturned,
Hud the fever depended on acrimony in the blood,

would it not have \been higheft when the tumour was -

difperfed ; and on its being depofited on any particular
- part, would not the fhver &c. go oﬁ_‘, as is the cafe in
other diforders, depending on morbific matter
Mr. Coale, for fix weeks previous to the fever, had
pains at times in the fhoulder; if thefe pains were ex-.
cited from acrimony depofited, what became of the acri-
mony ‘when the pains were abfent ; if it was taken'into
the juices, you fay it would become heterogensous;
but ‘he always found himfelf the bet bn the pain
leaving him. - He has this winter laboured under p2inz
of the fhoulder, arms, &c. and the strength much im-

paired in thofe members; feveral hard fvellings on the

muicles appeared. I fhould think the difcharze from
, the thigh was fuflicient to have carried off all the .eriz

c*;mor:}--a» it what manner is he now to -get clear ofit;

.

culty i~ breathing come on- fromy running and other

exercife; and in fevers without pain, except from an
increafed impetus of the circulation ?

I have not denled but what I faid there was nomatter;

T denied there being matter, as not being the cen-

filtence of pus: whiat T expefted to fee, was an ichorous

humour ; as is frequentiy difcharged from abjeefs, when

: , ad you, will point

~out in what place I faid the abfrefs did not forid in the

ket out by bleeding, .1 cannot conceive, without it cole.. . |

when an inflammation is not refolved, putrifaction - -

-

articulation : is it, that ;Kou- cannot underitand, or have -

od an avertion to fpeak the truth? look into my lat
etter to you, and fee if I have not given it as my opi-
nion; that the feat of infimmation” was in the tendi-
nous parts of the inufcles : membranes furrounding the
joint, and caﬁfular ligament; and that the a%zefi mutt
form where the feat of inflammation wis: your repeat-
ingly mifreprefenting wmy words, betrays great inatten-
‘tion, or fomething worfe,. v : i
Your faying I ias told of there being an abfeefy
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? iderable time; previous to opéiing itis

falfe: it was mentioned to me fome few days before,

and I on examining would have opened it; but Mr.
Coule would not permit it. I was always very defirous
of letting out any ftagnating fluid; -and had a “fufpicion
that ah abjeefs would form and produce a carious bone;
therefore ufed every method to'preventit: as you was
fo well convinced of the dangerous confequences of the

opening being delayed, why did you give it asyour

opinion, when you was'there laft, thatit might be de-
ferred three days longer? T am furprized, that a perfon
of Dr. Wiefenthal’s benevoient difpofition, who 1o af-
fe&ingly fympathizes for the fufferings of his fellow
creatures, thould be fo negligent of his duty, as not
to difapprove of a method, which he well knew muft
be of fuch fatal confequences.tor Mr. Coale; as-the
ufing refolving medicines, fuch as camoh. &c. ot
what is worie, reconwnend rubbing with laudanum,
equally prejudicial by its preventing an  apotteme
forming, ~

You feera defirous to convince the reader, that you

recommended the emetic tartar and camphire, as .
dicines not being ufed; did ySu_ advife 2 medicine not:
wied, previous or difapproved-of any ; if not, no perfon
ot fenfe can thiak any alteration wus made? ‘ :
You have been {0 cunfcious of the fufivility of your
reafoning, that you have been athanied to.
‘fiame ; therefore have rendered your pupil

by his {uffering himflf to be made a dupe to your dz<”
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