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mémcﬂé VIRTUOUlS Man, nndra goc;d
Lpossoeme romessne e § Citizen, will always be fentfibly
" } concerned for tire Honour of
l § his Country; and as it will
give him the higheft Satisfac-
e tion to hear that her Fame is
’ ' exalted above that of the other
Nations of the Earth; fo will
{ P GromesmnLpe he be decply afflicted to find
wmeneone some remmesensen< flie is characterized by any
particular Vice, to which his Fellow-Subjetts are ad-
ditted, in fuch a Degree as to render it a notorious
and general Charge, Valour, Integrity, and Amity,
are the Vittues for which Englithmen are renowned.
Intemperance and Suicide are the Vices with which
they are branded as o People. 3 g

The Intemperance of my Countrymen is chiefly con-
fined to the Three following Articles, Women, Wine,
and Money. In the Gratification of their inordinate
Luft, under either of thefe Heads, I am tosry-to fay, I
apprehend we have no Rivals, The Annals of modern
Gallantry contain the moft melancholy qufs, that no
Laws, facred or prophane, no Ties of Friendfhip or
Gratitude, can {top our Career, when a fine Woman
is the Objett of our Defires. I defy any Country a-
round us to preduce Inftances of fuch Peifidy, brutal
Indecency, and low Debauchery, as are to be met with
in the Depofitions on the one Part and the other, pub-
lithed (contrary to all good®Order and found Manners)
1n thé Grofvenor Caufe. The black Ingratitude of
Capt. Sutherland and Lady Mary Scott; the mean
Lewdnefs of Mrs. B y, and the contemptible, mer-
cesary Difpofition of that vile Too!l her Hufband, are
corroborating Evidences of the voluptupus Intempe-
rance, and Sordidnefs,-which are daily gaining Ground
i the Capital of this Kingdem,

"No lefs confpicuous is the difgraceful Vice of Drunk-
ennefs, exhibited every Night in our Streets, at the
Lreaking up of Tavern and Alehoufe Clubs, And as
1 the lait Branch of Intemperance, Money, we know
that there are Numbers amongtt us, who are dead to
the Calls of Humanity, and to every focial Feeling ;
and who will aét the molt unngtural and unjuftiftable
Rarts, when Intereft is in View. But it will be faid,
avaritious Men are to be found in all Coentrics, ;md
that the Thirlt of Gain is not peculiar to the Englith A
tais will readily be granted ; yet mott certain it is, 1hat
ro People on Earth have done fuch mad Aétions mere.
ly for the Sake of Money.

I with we could ftop here, and that the Pages of re-
ent Hiftory did not confirm the Opinion, which all
Foreigners entertain, that Suicide is the Englifh Crime..
I have taken. fome Pains to examine fromn whence this
Notion of our Countrymen is derived, and I find, that
fr One European of any other Nation, that has de-
broyed himfelf within the laft Halt Century, there
tave beem no lefs than Thirty of our Countrymen j
and this is the more furprifing, becaufe the natural
Valour for which-we-are-famed;-it-might-be-imuagined, —
veuld infpire us with Fortitude to encounter thofe
Adverfities in Life, that are the common Caufes of
Suicide. Thofe, indeed, who contend that the A& of
tef-Murder is a Proof of Valour, will reconcile this
Vice to our national Charaéter of Bravery; and on
this Principle they may account for its being more fie-
guent in England than e!fewhere.

It has&n a Quettion amongft the Learned, whe.
ther the miffizn ¢f this Crime does not always fup-
Eofea‘ State of Lunacy, and from this Suppofition it

s become the ufual Pradtice for the Ceroner’s.Inquett,
Bpon thefe meiancholy Occafions; to bring in a Ver-
¢i& of Lunacy. But if we confuit the Records of An-
tiquity, or take a critical Review of fome of the fatal
Cataitrophes that have happened in our own Country,
we fhall find, that the cool, .deliberate Manner in

voluntary Death, and' the Refolution with which they
afterwards encountered this terrible Foe, were the
fureft Indications of a faurd Mind; and of the full Ufe
¢f their rational Facalties. It is not my Intention,
Lowever, to juftify this Crime, but fince we are brand:
with it as a national ont, I would willingly leflen
tke Odium, and refute the ridiculous Opinion, that it
Walways an Aét of Lunacy.
It has been maintained, that the celebrated Cato pat
Bimfelf te Death through an Imbecillity of Mind. But
whoever confiders what Fortitude he muft have pof-
fefled, not only to overcomé thé moft powerful Inftin®
of Nature, but to determine on preferring Death to a
fe which he theught ignominious ; when we refleé
that his generous Soul could not bear the Idea of Sla-
very, and that his Affe&ion for his Country would not
Rrmit him to behald her fubjeéted to the Ufurpation
Czfar, we cannot byt ackrowledge he had the per-
“} Ule of his Reafon.” We mut grant likewife that
cutus, Caffius, the fublime Arria, the Einpgror Otho,
sk Anthony, and_many more celebrated Heroes of
incient Rome, had not theieaft Symptom of Lunacy,
when they calnly refolved to quit Life, rather than,
lire to be taken Prifoners, and tobe led in thameful

»hich many Perfons have prepared themfelves for a In every §ge and Country it has been remarke

Triumph through the Cities in which they had been
honoured with ‘the firlt Dignities of the Common-
wealth, and been held in the higheft Veneration. By
their Deaths they knew they fhould confecrate their
Names to lateft Pofterity ; by furviving, to be made
Captives, they were affyred their Memories woald be
cternally difgra-ed, and their Perfons defpifed.

But the Romans put an End to their Exiftence upon
Occafions, which, in the Eyes of Chriftians, inuft ap.
‘pear very unjuftifiable. Wgcn they were afflied with
any painful or lingering Diforder, for which they knew
no Remedy, they deliberately fettled all their worldly
Affairs, acquainted their Families that they were re-
folved to die, prepared their neareft and deareft Rela-
tions to bear the Shock of the tragic Scene that was to
enfue, and even brought them to confent to the Mea-
fure, and to give it the San&ion of their Approbation,
And as a Proof that Swicide was neither confidered as
an act of Lunacy, nor yet of Cowardice, fome of the
greateft Philofophers of Antiquity have written in De-
tence of an Altion now univerfally condemned. In
Fact, as neither the religious nor civil Codes of the
Heathens forbad the Prafﬁcc, it becime a Part of the
Cufloms of the Nation, and was at leagth confidered
as a Mark of heroie Virtue,

The Teftament of a Suicide was decreed to be valid
by a Law of Mark Anthony, which was never revoked ;
but the Wills of Perfons who were deemed infane were
aiways null and void by the Roman Laws. From this
curfory Review of Suicide, in the mof renowned Re-
publick of Rome, once the Miftrefs of the World, it
will be hard to account for the pensl Laws and infa-
mous Punithments, which have been introduced into
the civil Inftitutes of moft modern Countries, with re-
{pe€t to an A&ion now confidered as an horrid Crime,
and formerly accounted a Virtue, If our modern Le-
giflators have proceeded on the Principles of Chriftiani-
ty, it is incumbent on them, as Voltaire juftly obferves,
to point out any pofitive Ordintance concerning Suicide
either in the Old or the New Teftament ; the Silence
of 8cripture on this Head has induced fome modern
Writers of no fmall Repute, though educated in the
Principles of Chrittianity, to apologize for this fatal

‘Error, for fuch it certainly is, as I fhall make it appear
before I quit the Subjeét; my Intention being only to
invalidate the falfe Notion, that all Suicides are Mad-
men or Lunatics; and to excite our Attention to the
Caufes of the Frequency of thefe tragic Scenes in Eng-
land, in order that we may ufe our beft Endeavours to
prevent them, |

I'am concerned to find all the Blame lie at the Door
of the unhappy Viétims, while thofe Wretches who
may be faid to have murdered them, though they did
not actually give the mortal Blow, efcape uncenfured.
We derive many firange Cuftoms from our Canon
Law 3 amongit others, that of confifcating the perfonal

- Eftects of Suicides, of denying them the Rights of Se-

pulture, and of rendering their Names infamous. But
by a ftrange Infatuation, hitdly to be accounted for in
an enlightened Age, we donot ftigmatize the obdurate
urrelenting Parent—the cruel, perfidious Seducer of

female Innoccnce—-thaavaritio,us_Qpprc{for_oLthe_dif—zhoug}pwe~»acknowltdgc‘5elf-Murdér to

“trefledin Circumftances—the Violator of the Rights of
Humanity—the implacable ViJlain who never forgives,
but purfues his Refentment, till the Deftru&ion of its
Object is accomplithed—thefe all live to enjoy their
fuccefsful Triumphs over the unhappy Suicides, to
whom they kave adiiniitered the Poifon of Defpair.
In the Cafe of Duels, as well as Suicide, it feems equi-
table, that the Parties who have fomented the Quariels
which occafion a fatal Cataftrophe, fhould be called to
Accoont by the civil Power; but fince we have no

Laws to punifh fuch Offenders, the Cenfor thinke it his -

Duty to remind thofe pretended Cbriftians, who are
the Caufes, by their Conduét, either of Duels or Self-
Murders, that they are more guilty than the Victims
themfeives, and ought to be expelled from Sogiety, in- "
flead of being received into all Companies as Perfons
of Honour and Reputation. . -

that particular Vices have been rendered habitual by

Cuftom. In Rome it was the Fathion for Men to de-
ftroy themfelves whenever their Situation in Life ap-

eared intolerable. In France, at a’ceftain Period,

uelling was fo much in Vogik, that the GovcrnmcntL
was obliged to proceed to the utmoft Severity againft
the Survivor: Yet this could not totally prévent the
Pradtice; for the Duke de Montmorency, the Mar-
fhal de Marilac, de Thoue, Cinq Mars, and fome o.

ther Noblemen of Quality, preferred the Rifc of Being -

executed like common Felons, t> the Impuration of
having dithonoured themfelves by refufing.a Challengy,
and being fo unfertunate to furvive their Antagonits;.
were carried through the Stieets of Paris in Sledges;

~ and fuffered at the common Place of Execution fof thé

loweft Criminals. Had it been the Fafhion to deftroy
themf(elves, thefe Men would have had the Refolution
to prevent a more‘ignominious Death. At Japan it is
the Fafhion, when Two Perfons of Ramk have quar-
relled, for the offended Patty to rip up his own Belly,
in Prefence 6f his Enemy, and to chaﬁer'i‘gc him to ‘fo'
the fame. Ridiculous as this Caftom may appear, yet
no Japahefe, who values his Reputition, dare refufe
inftantly to plunge the fatal Knite into-bis Body, and

expire with his AntagoniR ; to furvive, would beto
¢ntail Ditlionour and Infamy on himfelf and his Poftes

rity,
guch being th_e Force of Cuftom in all Countries,
though differing in its Medes of Operation, furely they
ought to be deemed the moft deteftable of Men, who
by their Villainy eftablith viciows and de@rutive Ha.
bits, or favour a Propenfity to A&s of bloody Violence.
He who teaches his Fellow-Citizen falit Principles of
Honour, which urge him to fheathe his Sword in the
Bowels of his belt Friend; or to fall x Vi®im to his
own idle Refentment, fhould be put to Dcath by the
fame Weapon ; he thould be confidered a8 the Abettor
and Accomplice of Murder. The hardened Wretch,
who, by his Cruelty and Oppreffion, drives another to
the dreadful A& of Suicide, ought in Juftice to thare
the fame Fate; but if he is fuffered to live, he fhould
be thunned by all Mankind; none fhould converfe
with him; no Man of Credit fhould kaveany Con-
nexions with bim. The Horror and Averfion to a
living Monfter of this Species, which the Author of
the Cenfor has conceived in his BreaR, gave him the
Idea of writing on this melincholy Subitg.
. A moft amiable Man, endeared to Society by every
focx.a! Virtue, has lately fallen a Vi&im to the Impla.
cability of the n, fordid Wretch he has in View,
The Story is recent, and the Chara&ers fo well known
that Names need not be mentioned, ’
. The unfortunate Gentleman was in the India Ser.
vice, and his principal Owner taking a Pique to him,
determined to take from him the Command of his
Ship : To covér his Inhumanity with fome colourable
Pretence, he prefented Complaints againft the worthy
Captain to the Eaft-India Company, by whom he was
honourably acquitted, and recommended to the Com-
mand ; but the obftinate, choleric, mercenary De——
would not relent; but procured, by his Intereft, the
Confent of fome other Owners to exclude the Captain,
Soon after, the unhappy Man, while the Family where
he lived were at Dinner, ran his Sword through his
Body, came down from his Chamber, drew it out, and
then deliberately repeated this agoniring Operation
Twice more, till he expired on the Spot. Behold the

curfed Effe&ts of Fafhion ! Two or Threeremaskable

.é\.&s of Suictidel had hapgeged in the Courfe of Iaft

ummer, and this opprefled, this jnj , fole
lowed the bad Exampﬁjg | 1 i U

Had it been the Cuftom, as it was in the Time of
the viftuous Romans, firft to deitroy the cruel Oppref-
for ; {o generous was the Difpofition of this good Man
that he would. hardly have countenanced it, But ali
may not be of his Mind; and it is really amazing
that Mzn are not more afraid of diftreffing their Fel-
low.Creatures to fuch an extreme Degree, as to leave
them po Remedy but Death. The A prehenfion of
fallinginto the Hands of Juftice, and fu&eringi thame-
ful Death, is the Safeguard of private Tyrants, or they
would often fall Vitims to thejr unrelenting Cruelty,
The general Caufes of Suicide, with us, are outrageeus
ill Uiage from Relations, and Perfons with whom the
unfortunate ftand connefted in Bufinefs Therefore,
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. R e a Crime,
) it or ever rittian ought
fubrrpt_to ln_: Deftiny, be it good o’x'- bad in the “E:rh;(:
yet it is evident, that fuch Monfters as we have juft
defcribed are more criminal. The Cenfor thinks it
may be a Means of foftening the Inhuman, of conci.
liating Diffcrences, and of exciting the Compafiion of
thofe who have any Remains of Virtue, if men wou'd
fhew a general Deteftation and Abhorrence of all in-
exorable Parents—of all Villains who have feduced and
~ruined Virgins—of all fordid Mifers, who let their
own Offspring perith for Want—and of alj ¢rael Op.
p;eﬂ'ur:, gvho contribute to render the Crime of Sui- ”
cide a national Stigma. If Gentlemen would recollet
the Circumftances, and call to Mind the private Hifto-

ries of Families, they would find ma fihefe b
Chara&ers in lh’e 4 many of thefe black

on the Chriftian Syftem,

thele Monfters were hunted down, whérever th
to mpix with the virtuous Part of Mankind, we thould
foos hear of relenting Fathers receiving Home unha
pyf Daughters ; of humane Creditors releafing ftarved*’ ™
btors, and of opulént Men lending their Affiitance
_indigent Relations—Suicide would not be the pre-
ailing Cuftor; fot Men in general would bear their
Misfortunes with more Fortitude, from the Hopes,
that when thofe who are. the primary Caufé of them
were branded in Society, it might have the happy Ef-
fe& to induce them to alleviate their Diftreffes.
I'cannot conclude this Paper, withoat recommend.-
irg to all Perfons in unhappy Circumftances in Life,
to remember that they are not Mafters of One M« m:nt
of Futurity, confequently they cannot tell but the next
Moment may produce a Change in their Favour ; if
no Principles ‘of Religion can.reftrain them from de-
ﬁroylglf themfelves, this Copfideration alone ought to
be a Motive to break the fatal Refolution, We have
many Infances in Hiftory; whe:e. it has happened,
.that if the ynhappy Suicic;cs Had lived but a few Days,
fometimes a few Hours longeér; all their Affairs would
have been fettled to their .entire Satisfaéton, In a
Word, Englithmen thould take Care; ibove all Things,
not' to difhonour their Comntry, by adding to the ge.

ey dared

t
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} World, with whom they jnadver.
——tently-affociate; —If aTioble Contémpt.was thewn, and

.
i e = v -~ -

I g, Sl STREI |

Feaey —




