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& VIRTUOUS Man, and a good
Citizen, will always be feafibly
concerned for the Honour of

t i his Country; and as it will
give him the higheft Satisfac-
g tion to hear that her Fame is
i exalted above that of the other
. N\ - £ 1" Nations of the Earth; fo will
G owmsecor iy ssmessefrve he ‘be deeply afflicted to find

; e

particular Vice, to which his Fellow-Subjets are ad-

—dited;—in-fuch-a-Degree as to-render—it —a-nctorious—enfuc,——ancH:ven»broughrthem-trconfmmhc—Mcn-—thrdrmﬁfu

and general Charge. Valour, Integrity, and Amity,
are the Virtues for which Englifimen are renowned.
Intemperance and Suicide are the Vices with which
they are branded as a People. . R —

The Intemperance of my Countrymen is chiefly con-
fined to the Three following Articles, Women, Wine,
and Money. In the Gratification of their inordinate
Luft, under either of thefe-Heads, I am torry to (ay, I
apprehend we have ng-Rivals. The Anunals of modern
Gallantry contain’the molt melancholy Proofs, that no

2us, facred or prophane, no Ties of Friendthip or
Gratitude, can f{top our Carecr, when 4 fine Woman
is the Objeét of our Defires. I defy any Country a-
round.us to produce Inftances of fuch Perfidy, brutal
Irdecency, and low Debauchery, as are to be met with
in the Depofitions on the one Part and the other, pub-
lithed (contrary to all goad Order and fsund Manners)
in the Grofvenor Caufe. - The black Ingratitude of
Capt. Sutherland and Lady_ Mary Scott; the mean
Lewdnef(s of Mrs, B——y, and the contemptible, mer-
tenary Difpofition of that vile Tool her Hufband, are
corroborating Lvidences of the voluptuous Intempe-
1ance, and Sordidnefls, which are daily gaining Ground
in the Capital of this Kingdem.

Nc lefs confpicuous is the difgraceful Vice of Drunk-
ennefs, exhibited every Night in our Streets, at the

_Triymph through the Cities in which they had been
honoured with the firft. Dignities of the Common-
~wealth, and been held in the higheft Veneration. By
their Deaths they knew they fhould confecrate their
Names to lateft Pofterity ; by furyiving, to be made
Captives, they were affured their Memories would be
cternally difgra-ed, «§ their Perfons defpifed.
But the Romans put an End to their Exiftence upon
Occafions, which, in the Eyes of Chriftians, 1nult ap-
‘pear very unjuftifiable,  When they were aflied with
any painful or lingering Diforder, for which they knew
no Remedy, they deliberately fettled all their »u(ld!y
Affairs, acquainted their Families that they were re-

fhe is charadterized by any Tfolved to die, prepared their neareft and deareft Rela-

tions to bear the Shock of the tragic Scene that was to

fure, and to give it the San&ion of their Approbation.
And as'a Proof that $uicide was neither confidered as
an aét.of Lunaq() nor yet of Cowardice, fome of the
greateft Philofophers of Antiquity have written in De-
tence of an Altion now unive:f{lly condemned. In
Fa&, as neither the religious nor civil Codes of the
Heathens forbad the Praflicc, it becime a Part of the
Cuftoms of the Nation, and was at leagth confidered
as a Mark of heroic Virtue, : | pE

The Teftament of a Suicide was decreed to be valid
‘by a Law of Mark Anthony,; which was neyer revoked ;
but the Wills of Perfons who were deemed infane were
always null and void by the Roman Laws. From this
curfory Review of Suicide, in the moft renowned Re-
publick of Rome, once the Miftrefs of the World,. it
will be hard to account for the pen=1 Laws and infa-
mous Punithments, which have been introduced into
the civil Inftitutes of moft modern Countries, with re-
{peét to an A&ion now confidered as an horrid Crime,
and formerly accounted a Virtue, Ifour modern Le--
gillators have proceeded on the Principles of Chriftiani-

ty, it is incumbent on them, as Voltaire juftly obferves,

to point out any pofitive Ordirtance concerning Suicide
either in the Old or the New Teftament ; the Silence
of Scripture on this Head has induced fome modern
Writers of no fmall Repute, though educated in the

Lreaking up of Tavern and Alelhoule Clubs, And as
to the lait Branch of Intemperance, Money, we know
that there are Numbers amonglt us, who are dead to
tl: Calls of Humanity, and: to every focial Feeling ;
and who will aét the molft unnatural and unjuttifiable
Farts, when Intereft is in View. But it will be faid,
avaritious Men are to be found in all Countries, and
that the Thirlt of Gain is not peculiar to the Englith ;
tis will readily be granted ; yet mott certain it is, that
ro People on Earth have done fuch mad Aétions mere-
ly for the Sake of Money. '
Iwifh-we could ftop here, and that the Pages cf re- -

ent Hiftory did not confirm the Opinion, which all

Foreigners entertain, that Suicide is the Englith Crime,
I have taken. fome Pains to examine fromn whence this
Netion of our Countrymen is derived, and I-find, that
for One European of any other Nation, that has de-
bioyed himfelf within the laft Halt Century, there
tave been no lefs than Thirty of our Countrymen ;
and this is the_more furprifing, becaufe the natural

- Principles of Chriltiauity, to apologize for this’f:xtat“Twicnnorcrtill—hrcxpiredvrnh

Error, for fuch it certainly is, as I fhalhmake it appear
befure I quit the Subjeét; my Intention being only to
invalidate the falfe Notion, that all Suicides are Mad-
men or Lunatics; and to excite our Attention to the
Caufes of the Frequency of thef tragic Scenes in Eng-
Jand, in ogder that we may ufe our be.’t' Endeavours to

em. '

I am concerned to find all the Blame lie at the Door -

of the unlappy Vi&ims, while thofe Wretches who
may be faid to have murdered them, though they did
not actually give the mortal Blow, efcape uncenfured.
We derive many firange Cuftoms from our Canon
Law 3 amongft others, that of confifcating the perfonal
Bifelts of Suicides, of denying them the Rights of Se-
pulture, and of rendering their Names infamous. BRut
by a ftrange Infatuation, hitdly to be accounted for in
an enlightened Age, we donot ftigmatize the obdurate
urrclenting Parent—the cruel, perfidious Seducer of
female Inaocence—the avaritious Oppreflor of - the dif-

expire with his Antagonit; to furvive, would beto
entail Dithonour and Infamy on himfelf and his Pofte«
rity, ’ )

_ Such being’ the Force of Cuftom in all Countries,
though differing in its Medes of Operation, furely they
ought to be deemed the moft deteftable of Men, who
by their Villainy eftablith vicions and deftru&tive Ha.
bits, cr favoura Propenfity to A&s of bloody Violence.
He who teaches his Fellow-Citizen falfe Principles of
Honour, which urge him to fheathe his Swnrd in the
Bowels of his beft Friend, or to fall x i®im to his
own idle Refentment, fhould be put to Death by the
{ame Weapon ; he thould be confidered as the Ahettor—
and Accomplice of Murder. The hardened Wretch,
wko, by his Cruelty and Oppreffion, drives another to

<t of Suicide, ought in Juftice to are

the fame Fate; but if he is fuffered to live, he fhoulgd
- be fhunned by all Mankind ; none fhould converfe
with him; no Man of Credit fhould have any Con-

- nexions with him. The Horror and Averfion to a
living Moniter of this Species, which the Author of
the Cerjor has conceived in his Breaft, gave him the

Idea of writing on this melancholy Subjcgl.

. A moft amiable Man, endeared to § ciety by every

{ocial Virtue, has lately fallen a Vi&; to the Impla.

cability of the mean, fordid Wretch Ae has in View.

The Story is recent, and the Chara&tels fo well known,

that Names need not be mentioned, , .

. The unfortunate Gentleman was in the India Ser-
vice, and his principal Owner taking a Pique to him,
determined .to take from him the Command of his
Ship: To cover his Inhumanity with fome colourable
Pretence, he prefented Complaints againtt the worthy
Captain to the Eaft-India Company, by whom he was
honourably acquitted, and recommended to the Com-
mand ; but the obftinate, choleric, mercenary De—
would not relent; but procured, by his Intereft, the
Confent of fome other Owners to exclude the Captain.
_Soon after, the unhappy Man, while the Family where
he lived were at Dinner, ran his Sword through hj
Body, came down from his Chamber, drew it out, an
then deliberately repeated this agonizing Operation

. e Spot, Beholdt
curfed Effeéts of Fathion!| Two or ’Ighrcc remarkahﬁ:

A&s of Suicide had happened in the Courfe of laft
Summer, and this opprefled, this injured Man, fol. -
lowed the bad Example,

Had it been the Cuftom, as it was in the Time of
the viftuous Romans, firft to deitroy the cruel Oppref-
for; fo generous was the Difpofition of this good Man,

.that he would hardly have countenanced it - But all
may not be of his Mind; and it is really amazing,
that Mzn are .fiot more afraid of diftreffing their Fel-
low-Creatures to fuch an extreme Degree, as to leave
them no Remedy but Death. The A prehenfion of
falling into the Hands ot Juftice, and fuf?cringd thame-
ful Death, is the Safeguard of private Tyrants, or they
would often fall Vittims to their unrelenting Cruelty.,

The general Caufes of Suicide, with us, are outrageous
iil Uiage from Relations, and. Perfons with whom the
unfortunate ftand conneted in Bufinefs.- Therefore,
though we acknowledge:Self-Murder to be a Crime,

Valour for which we are famed, it might be inmmgined;
veuld infpire us with Fortitude to encounter thole

Selfi-Murder is a Proof of Valour, will reconcile this
Vice to our national Charaéter of Bravery; and on
this Principle they may account for its being more fre-
guent in England than e!fewhcre, -

It has been -a Quettion amongft the Learned, whe. °
ther the Commiffi>n of this Crime does not always {up-
rofca State of Lunacy, and from this Suppofition it
23 become the ufval Praétice for the Ceroner’sdnquett,
upon thefe meiancholy Occafions; to bring in'a Ver-
il of Lunacy. Butif we confult the Records of An- -
tiquity, ‘or take a critical Review of fome of the fatal
Cataitrophes that have happened in our own Country, -
we fhall find; that the cool, de!iberate Manner in
which many Perfons ‘have prepared themfelves for a
voluntary Death, and the Refulution with which they
aterwards. encountered this terrible Foe, were the =
fureft Indications of a found Mind, and of the full Ufe .
of their rational Facalties. It is not my Intention,
Lowever, to jultify this Crime, but fince we are brand-
ed with it as a national ong; I would willing{y leffen
the Odium, and refute the ridiculous Opinion, that it
Walways an Aét of Lunacy.

. It hag been maintained, that the celebrated Cato pat
bimifelf te Death through an Imbecillit i
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WLoever confiders what Fortitude he muft have pof-
felle o overcome the moft powerful Inftin®
of Nature, but ¢ determine .on.preferring Death to a
ife which he ¢ 1eught ignominious ; when we refleét
that his generpus Soul could not bear the Idea of Sla-
¥ery, and that his Affe&ion for his Country would not.
Prmit hitn to behold her fubjeéted to the Ufurpation
% Czfar, we cannot but ackrowledge he had the per-
“3 Ule of his Reafon. We mult grant likewife that
Tutus, Caflius, the fublime Arria, the Emperor Otho,
Mark Anthony, and many more celebrated Heroes of
incient Rome, had not the leaft Symptom of Lunacy,
*hen they calnily refolved to quit-Life, rather than
live to be taker Prifoners, and to be led in hameful

i, & .

Duty to remind thofe pretended Chri

‘no_Japanefe, wh
~ inftantly to plun

trefiedim Circum ttances=the-Vrotxror-of the Rightsof —on—the-Chriltian-Syflem;—for—ever

Humanity—the implacable ViJlain who never forgives,

Adverfities in Life, that are the common-—Caufes—of— but purfues his Refentment, till the Deftrution of its
Suicide. Thofe, indeed, who contend that the Aét of  Ob

fuccefsful Triumphs over the unhappy Suicides, to
whom they kave adminiftered the Poifon .of Defpair,
In the Cafe of Duels, as well as Suicide, it feems €qui-
table, that the Parties who have foriented the Quariels
which occafion a fata! Cataftrophe, fhould be cailed to
Account by the civil Pawer; but fince. we have.
Laws to punifh fuch Offenders, the C:.%or. thinks it his’

r ians, who are
Yhe Caufes, by their Condu&, either of Duels or Self-.
Murders, that they are more guilty than the Vitims
themfeives, and ought to'be expelled from Sogiety, in-
flead of being received into all Companics as Perfons
of Honour and Reputation. )

. cide a national Stigma,

. ] : f €hritttan—oughtto
fubmit to hic Deftiny, be it good or bad in the World ;
yet-it is evident, that fuch Monfters as we have juft

jelt iz accomplithed—thefe-all-live—to-enjoy-their—defcribed-are—more—criminal— Tlie*Cenfor thinks it

may be a Means of foftening the Inhuman, of conci-
liating Diffcrences, and of exciting the Compaflion of
“thofe who have any Remains cf Virtue, if men wou'd
fhew a general Deteftation and Abhorrence of all in-
exorable Pavents—of all Viilains who have {educed and .

0, ruined Virgine—of all fordid Mifers, -who let tleir

own Offspriing perith for Want—and of al] erael Op-
preflors, who contribute to render the Crime of Sui-
\ If Gentlemen would recollect
the Circumftances, and call to Mind the private Hiffo-
ries of Families, they would find many of thefe black
Charalters in the World, with whom they inadver-
tently affociste. If 2 noble Contémpt was fhewn, and

In every Age and Country it has Been remarked, thefe Monflers were iunted down, wherever they dared

that particular Vices have been rendered habitual by
Cuftom. In Rome it was the Fafhion for Men to,de-

to mix with the virtuous-Part of Mankindg,wc thould

foon hear of relenting Fathers receiving Home unhap-
ftroy themfelves whenever their Situation in Life ap- - %v Daughters ne Creditors releafing Rarved

peared iutclerable. In France, at a certain Period,
Duclling was fo much in Vogue, that the Government
was obliged to proceed to the utmoft Severity againft
the Survivor: Yet this could rot_totally prevent the
Pradtice; for the Dike de Montmorency; the Mar-
fhal*de Marilac, de Thoue,, CingMars, and fome o -
ity, preferred-the Rifc-of-bein
executed like common Felons, to the Imputation o
having dithonoured themfélves by refufing a Challenge,
and being fo unfertunate to furvive their Antagonilts,
were_carried through the Stieets of Paris in Sledges,
and fuffered at the common Place of Execution for the
loweft Criminals. Had it been the Fafhiqn to deftroy
themfelves, thefe Men would have had the Refolution
to prevent a moreignaminious Death, . At Japan it is
the Fathion, when Two Perfons of Rank have quar-
relled, for the offended Party to rip up his own Belly,
in Prefence of his Enemy, and to challenge him to do
the fame. Ridicujous as this Cuftom may appear, yet
values his Reputation, dare refufe
the fatal Kuite into his Body, and

btors, and of opulent Men lendidg their Affiftance
to_indigent Relations—Suicide would not be the pre-
vailing Cuftom; fot Men in general would bear their
Misfortunes with more Fortitude, from the Hopes,
- that when thofe who .aré the rimary Caufé of them
wereyranded in Society, it might have thé bappy Ef-
duce them\to alleviate their Diftreffes. <
not conciude this Paper, withoat recommend-

ing\o all Perfonis in unhappy Circumftainces in Lifee
to rethember that they are not Mafters of One M« mnt

no Principles @f Religion can reftrain them from de-
ftroying themfélves, this Confideration alone ought to
be a Motive to break the fatal Refolution. We have
many Infances in Hiftory; whe:e it has happened,
.that-if the unhappy Suicid>cs Hhad lived but a few Days,
fometimes a few Hours longer, all their Affairs would

- have been fetiled to their entire Satiffaéton. 1In.a
Word, Englithimen fhould take Care; above all Things,
not to dithsnaur their Country, by adding to the ge-

conf:guen_xly they cannot tell but the next
Mcment’*mgv§r uce a‘Change in their Favour ; if
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