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From 1¢ PENNSYLVANIA CHRONICLE:

Mr. Gopparp, . ' b :
By inj}rri:rf the follonving Obferwations in your Chroni-
cle, ;ou will, perbaps, remove the Apprebenfions of fome,
and Jatisfy the Curiofity of others—many may be obliged—
certainly none offended. .. - i
& & T is the Privilege, as it ought,
; . to be the Inclination, of eve

2

! '§ - Mecmbeg of Society, to contri-

l i ' bute, actording to his Abili-
- ties ‘and portunities, . what

¥ I % he aPprehch\,ds may be for the

{ ' publick, Good of his Fellow-

i Citizens. This, I flatter my-

felf, will be admitted a fufi-
<5 1> < cient Apology forthe Publica-
tion of the following Sentiments on the Trade and

under its prefent Circumftances, Baltimore can never

- much affeét the Trade of this City. ' But I will fuppofe
it to enjoy all the Advantages which might be éxpett-
ed to arife from the Favour and Prote@ion of Govern-
ment ; yet if judging from the pgf, we car draw any.

- Conclufion for the futare, Baltimore, even fo favoured,
would exhibit no great Obje& of Envy.—~We have feen

(and Iremember the.timid amongft us were fomewhat

© alarmed at that Time) we have feen the whole Weight
of a verg wife and politic Affembly of Maryland, ex-,
erted in Favour of a Town at the Head of Chefapeak’

Bay, exprefily with an Intention to draw Trade and
Inhabitants to their Province. . Immunities and Privi-
leges, unknown to the reft of the Province, were grant-
ed, to allure and ‘¢ invite Strangers of all Profeflions,

4

religious Perfuafions, Trades or Occupations whatfoe-

ver, to build and fettle in faid Town'~—Nay, ¢ the

Commerce of Pennfytvanix; relative to a neighbouring
Colony. It has been given as a Reafon for the late
very obfervable Diminution of our‘Wheat and Flour
Trade, that immernfe Quantities of thefe Articles are
now carried to Baltimore in Maryland—that, not only
all the Inhabitants to the Weftward of ‘Sufquebanna,
but alto a large Tra& of the Country adjacent, on the
Eaft Side of faid River, tranfport their Commaodities to
that growing Town—and that great Numbers of our
induftrious Farmers, and*dthers, are continually de-
ferting this Province, and removing to Maryland ; by
which Means Baltimore is become a dangerous Rival
¢f Philadelphiain her foreign Trade.—Thefe, I con-
fels, are Evils, which, if true, ought certainly, in
found Policy, to bediligently attended to. But, I ap-
prehend, it will appear from the following Obferva- -
tions, that Reports have been greatly exaggerated, and
that we are not in that Danger of {oﬁng our valuable
Wheat Trade, which fome over credulous People are
apt to imagine.—Being fomewhat interefted in the Af-
fair, I determined not to truft' to uncertain Report,
but to inform myfelf of the true State of Things, by
attual Obfervation' on the Spot: For this Purpofe T
nivde a Tour lately to the Weftward, as far as Penn-
fylvania is inhabited, and returned by=Way of Balti-
more te Philadelphia. The Refult of this Journey,
and my Difcoveries in it, I will now lay before the
Publick, confefling that my Ideds of thefe Matters are
quite changed from what they were at my firfk fetting
out. Baltimore, fo far from- tivalling-Philadelphia,
bas, in my Opififon, already artived to her ze plus /-
tra. TheRealons which induce me to be of this Opi-
nion are'the following :—Firft, the Roads leading from
our Back Settlements to that Town are at all Times
mconceivably bad, fometimes wholly impaffable. Ob-
vieus as this is, yet it is generally thought; and it is
the univerfal Complaint of the People through that
Country, that no fudden Reform in this Matter is
likely to take Place. Highways are, or ought to be,
the particular Care of a Legiflature. Individuals, from
a Diverfity of Opinions and contending Interefts, are
{eldom found fufficient to accomplith l% important an

- »

ther, from this Infance, there a pears the fmalleft J
Encouragement for the People of this Province (or in- ‘
deed of any other) to éxpe any peculiar Immunities

by becoming Inhabitants of Baltimore.- The prefent

Pradtice in Maryland certainly does not warrant fuch

idle Expe&ation, - : i

v, I know'not whether it will be géhéi-illy believed, in

a-Province where the Pratice would be viewed: with
Horror, but it is certainly 2 Matter of Fa&, that the -
Goods of a religious Seé& of Chriftians, who have ever
been allowed to be the moft peaceable Subjeéts and va.
luable Members - of Society, are Daily diftrained and
violently wrefted from them, to pay for Services which
the Immorali’ty of an Incumbent has, perbaps, incapa-
citated him_ from performing, or, if performed, they
never reaped the Benefit of it, :

Let the Lovers of wrrefirained Freedom in our own

People dwelling in faid Town, were for exer exempted _ Province refle®-on-this,and- let-them Tot-wantenty = e

and difcharged from paying the 4o per Poll granted to
the Epifcopal Clergy o{ that Province, and all other
ﬁarochi:d Taxes and Dues whatever.” Yet, notwith-

anding this reafonable and equitable Exemption—fo

wifely calculated to enfure Succefs—notwithftanding
the many good and prudent Regulations, snaed. by

Four feveral A&ts of the Legiflature for the internal -

Government of the Place—yet, what I befeech you is
Charles-Town ?—a deferted Village, with a few mifer-
able Huts, thinly fcattered among the Bufhes, and Dai-
ly crutibling into Ruin. It then Charles-Town, with

all thefe enumerated Immunities, Privileges, and Ex-

emptions, together with a fine Harbour and Sufficiency
of Water, with Liberty of wharfing to the deepeit
Channel, has fo foon fallen,into total Oblivion and De-
fertion, what, I piay, can be expgected from Baltimore,
devoid of all thefe Advantages, and, if not labouring
under the Frowns of, yet a?moft wholly negleéted by
Government ?

Buat it is now faid, and many of our Country People
believe it, that a new Syftem is to take Place with Re-
gard to faid Town.* It'is, it feems, to be taken under
the immediate Cayre~and Nurture of the Legiflature,
Roads to all Parts of our Province are to be laid out—
old ones repaired, and new ones cleared. A Charter
of Incorporation for Baltimore, with valuable civil
Privileges, &c. is to be granted—Nay religious Ex-
emptions, of a molt important Nature to the Increafe
of all young Colonies, are confidently talked of.
The Wifdom and Policy of fuch a Plan may induce a
Belief that it is really defigned. But is it fo in Faét?

“No fuch Matter—I fpeak from Knowledge—the very
Contrary will appear to be true. In fpcaiing on this
Subje&, I hope I may not be underftood officioufly to
intermeddle with the’internal Polity of a Sifter Colony.
I only mean to undeceive the good People of this Pro-
vince, whofe Welfare I confcfEI have much at Heart,
in a Matter which I apprehend very nearly affets them
both in their temporal and religious Concerns ; that
they may not imprudently relinquith the immenfe
Blefling of civil and' religious Freedom; which they fo
fully Sg'oy in their own Province, on the uncertain,

Undertaking. The Delegates of Maryland are chicfly -~ not to fay vain, Hopes of experiencing the fame Indul-

Gentlemen Planters and Lawyers, who, from the Mul-
tiplicity of -other Bufinefs, in which they apprehend a
Majority of their Conftituents to be more immediatel

gence in Maryland,
For whatever'Regulations a wife Policy may effe& in
civil Government, yet as to religious  Matters_(the

defpife the invaluable Opporsunity they enjoy, of ferv.
ing their God according to their Confciences, free from
the Maleitation of Rapacity and Gripe -of Violence.
In this Land of exfenfive Liberty, what Independence,
what Happinefs, does not each one of you tafte > fitting
(the undifturbed Mafters’ of your Poffeflions). under l
your own Vines and your own Fig-trees, and noné to
make you afraid. Surely no Principle was ever more
felf-evident, no Privilege more inherent, than the rea.
fonable Liberty which every Man ought to be allowed,
of worfhiping the Deity according as he is himfelf per’ .
fuaded. Does k¢ participate of tiis divine Right, thi
original Gift of JHeaven, whofe Poffeflions, earned b
the hard Labour of his induftrious Hand and painful
Sweat of his Brow, are cruelly torn from him, to fup-
port Opinions whicl-he cannot believe, and propagate
a Faith againit which his Judgment rebels ? Not Reve.
lation itfelf (were fuch d Cafe fuppofeable) can vindi.
cate the op{);cfﬁve Eftablifiment of fallible and difpu-
table Speculations, at once violating the Light of Na-
ture, and outraging the Laws of Humanity. ‘
But to return from this Digreffion (into which I
may have been perhaps incautioufly tranfported, by
the deep Impreflion with which the Importance of the
Subje& ftruck me), it is fill alleged, that, whatever
may be the Opinion and Condu& of the Lower Houfe
of Maryland, refpetting thefe ‘Matters, yet that an
impartial Spirit of Freedom, unbiafled by Party, Place,
or Connexions, charatterizes the Honograble Mem-
bers of the Upper Houfe ; that they are lgn'cnd: to the
unalienable Right of private Judgment and equitable {
Taxation ; are (what indecd no one would have fup-
pofed them not to have been) Gentlemen of libera] E-
ducation, well acquainted with the Syfterns of foreign
States, and fully fenfible of the immenfe Advanmé’es
refulting from Freedom of Trade—and qof Thought. 4
I have not the Honour of an Acquaintance with any fu
of thofe Gentlemen, but have colle@ted thefe Senti-
ments of them from among the People, with whom I
converfed in Maryland. Nor am ] difpofed to doubt
the Juftice of this Prediletion of the People in Faveur ,
of the Upper Houfe, when I confider that their Coun- !
cils are animated by that firm and independent Spirit, .
which fo uniformly a&tuates the patriotic Author of ]
the moft excellent Confiderations, ‘ 6
But_it_remains-Qill- extremely problemmatical; whe>

interefted, are {aid-not-to-pay-that-Attentionto-the '—"‘"‘?Trfﬁ'd- Concern of every Man's I:ifgc) I believe it may

Roads, which the Importahce of the Matter would
feem to require, fo that it is probable no effe€tual Tm-
provement will be made in the Article of Roads.—1dly,
The Town of Baltimore itfelf is fo Jnconveniently fitu-
ated, both as to Land for building on, as Depth of
Water for Shipping, that no extenfive foreign Trade
@n ever be carried on at that Part. - So great and als
moft infurmountable is this Obftrution, that although
Wharfs, by the amazing Induftry and Perfeverance of
the Inhabitants, have been extended near Four Hun-
dred Yards towards what is called their Channel, yet
a Vellel drawing Five Feet Water, cannot either dif-
charge or receive her Load ae thofe Wharfs, The
Expence, Delays and Uncertainty of Lighterdge,-~
we know, will baffle all Induftry.—But,- 3dly, ‘the -
Merchants of that Province themfelves trplain,
and jt is faid very juftly,that-many of tXeir Laws are -
unfriendly to Commerce; nay that fome jof them a-
mount almoft to a-total Prohibition ofAts Such are
thofe, laying an héavy and’certainly i litic Duty on
all foreign Bottoms. ~This of itfelf will ¥fpr-ever pre-
citde Strangers from running their Tradesinto this

Channel to any great Degree.—4thly,. Anothér Caufe .e

afely be aflerted, that no confiderable Change is ever
likely to take Place in that Province. " I will not pro-
nounce too confidently 3 but, whoever, will confider
the amazing Aftachment of Mankind to any religious
Cuftom, Modg, or Ufage, once eftablithed and made
venerable by Time, the fecret Dread and inward Hor-
tor that hatints the fuperttitious Mind on attempting
any Innoyation, the narrow, contrafted and bigoted
Prepofleflion 6f the Populace, together with the In-
terefts, Unanimity, and Power of thofe who are more
immediately affe@ed by fuch Eftablithments ; whoever,
1 fay, aturely confider the Operation of-thefe
"Princi on the Paffions of Mankind, will, I appre-
'}Knd, ¢rceive thé extreme Improbability of any Change
cclefiaftical Eftablithments, - -
%hq Truth of this general Reafoning, when applied

~to Magylind, coficludes irrefitably, from a late In-

ftance,Jwhere there is no Room left for Hefitatior.

* been informed on geod Authority, that a ve-

able number of Friendsr (injurioufly called
waksys), Prefoyterians, Baptifis, and ethers; (who in

that Province. fall under the Denomination of Diffent-

inhabitants of the Town of Baltimore (which, it

of the Decline of Baltimore may arife. fram the- “Metms, is to be fo favoured by Government), lately pe-

fy with which its Growth is viewed by many of the -
owns ‘in that Province. - However firafige and unna-
tural this may appear, yet, if my Information can be
dspended on, this Paffion operates ftrongly againft it
¢ven at the Metropolis. I will not mention the irre-
8ular or rather no internal Police of  the Town itfelf,
which perhaps waquld .be reckoned” invidious, and not
very decent in me-to_ fuggeft.—sthly, The Number of
Mavigable Rivers and good Harbours, which every.
where abound in this Province, {o equalls dividing its -
Trade, and the utter-Improbability of Baltimore being -
ever eretted into a Port by Law, will, I conceive, al-
®ayi keeptit.in itg efent State of Mediocri:g. o
From the aboy. chpfcfentaﬁom, which I believe no
tne will difpute, it is, I thifk, pretty evident, that, -

. expetted Tax, propofed to; be raife

titiened their' Affembly for an Exemption from an un-
of the Parith for

building a new Epifcopal Church. They imagined
- their Petition was-in ijtfcif .40 r¢afonable, and fo con.’

ducive in its Effe@s to the Increafe of the Town, that

they flattered themfelves the Aflembly would probably
pay fome Attention to it. - What was the Event 2

The Humanity of " the Houfe did not fuffer the Peti'
tioners to be long tortured with Sufpenfe ; a.few:Mi-.

'nutes, it js faid, determined the Fate of their Petition ;
it was refufed even a: fecond Reading, with an Unani-
mity which precluded all Debate, and finally reje&ted
with a Celerity, which bore thé moR evident Marks of
the ftrongeft Difapprobation. "I would now afk. the
warmelt Advocate for Maryland and Emigration, whe.

‘ther thefe Gentlemen either have it in their Power or
Inclinations, to take any decifive Part in the inconfi.
derabie Affairs of Baltimore, fully employed as they
are in the more important Matters of State,

Upon the whole, I am clearly of the O inion, form.
ed on the moft careful Obfervation and Enquiry, that
Baltimore is now at its Zenith, or rather on the De.
cline. Many have been difappointed in their Expelta-
tions of improving their Fortunes by a Removal to
that Town, Some have attually abandoned the Place
while many others meditate the fame Deﬁgn.—-Wixl’:'
thefe Profpe&s; which will be found to be truly ftated,
and in no Cafe exaggerated, I leave it with my Coun- ;
trymen themfelves to judge, how prudent it would be Y
in them to forfake Pennfylvania and Freedom, unadul. el |

- terated, for-the precarious Hopes of advancing their e
— Eftates, or—of-{what-is-of infinitely greater Moment)
fecuring their religious Liberty in Baltimore,
Pbiladelpbia, PHILO-PENNSYLVANIENSIS,
Feb, 10, 1774, .
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HE Officers 8f our Cuftoms flopped here, 2 few
‘,Days fince, the Matfter. of a I-‘Fench _Ve,ﬂ':l,ron
whom they found Papers, which proved that he had '
much Specie on Board -his Ship; but this Qfficer bad
the Addrefs to clude his Keepers in-the Night, got.on
Boai'd.g_u: Ship and fajléd immediately. A “Swedifk
Ship, with contraband ‘Goods on Board, was not fo
lucky, the Ship and Cargo both being fopped.
FRANCEFORT, Nov.19. Some People, who pretend
_to know publick Affairs, affert, that the Court of Ber-
“lin haa riotified to that of Vienna, that the Propofitions
of Peace made;by Ruffla to the Porte were highly ac<’
ceptable. - .- - .
Warsaw, Nev. 30, The King’s
.Bleven Confederates, who were ab
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