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g BRISTOL GA%ETTE.

To THKE P RI NT E R.

e sasmasesn e DE N in this Letter to lay
o= f’;vw'&'.& before your Readers, fome
s

oM TH

= Thoughts upon Libelling; a
i Sort of Writing that hurts

N & g, particutar Perfons without do-

[ XS¢% ing good to the Public; and a

Ao d Sort of Writing much com-
N7 b b plained of amonglt us at this
},....{}w-e--:{} $ Time, with gieat Ground, but

e §p sornmoe e 1OL MOTE than is pretended.
y Livel 15 nct the =fs a Libel for being true. This
" fem a ContradiCtienj but it as neither oae in
¥, for in common S=nfe. There are {o;n:'Truths
L& to be told ; where, for Exambpiz, the Ditcovery
1 (mall Fauit nay do great Mifchiet'; or wheie the
conery of a great Fault can do no good, tuere
tbe no Ditcovery at all; and to make Faults
sere are aune, is ftill worie,
sutiiis Doctrine only iicids true as to private and
<1l Failings ; and it is quite otherwife when the
s of Men come to affect the Fubiic, Nothing
to be fo dear to us as our Country, and nothing
: to come in Compctition with its Intereits.
Crime azainlt the Public is a great Crime,
i fome greater than others, Igrorance
: be pleaded in Aileviation to private
waen they become public, they lofe all
ya Pl.a; we are tien no lenger to con-
vhat Caufes they are owing, but what
P sroduce 3 and here we fhall readily
1t Folly has owverturned States, and private "
e “een the Parent of public Confuficn.
The expoing therefore of public Wickednefs, as it
1 Duty which every Man owes to Truth and his
watry, can never bz a Libel in the Nature of
incs; and the~ who call it fo, pay themfelves no
3 t. 1= wio is affionted at the reading of
> Ten Commandments, would make the Decalogue
Libel if fie durfty but he tempts us at the fame Time
form a judgment of his Life and Morals not at all
his Afvantage. Whoever calls public and necefiury
-aths Libels, doth but apprize us of his own Charac-
. and Anin as with Caution againgt hug Defigns,
Maghiavel fays, ¢ Calumny 1s pernicious, but Ac-
atioa bencficial to a State.” And he th=ws Inttances
ere States have fuffered, or perithed, for not having,
2'octing, the Power to accufe great Men who
re Criminais, or thought to be fo; and hence grew
¢ Tempration and Cuftom of Slandering and Revil-
7, which was the only Remedy that the Peopie had
{tthem. So thut the Evil of Calumny was only for
ewint of Juftice, and the People were more biame-
fs than thole whom they reviled, who, having forced
en upon a Licencionfnefs of speech, did very un-
ndly chide and punith them for ufing it.  Siander is
rtainly a very bafe and mean Thing; but furely it
nastbe more pernicious to calumniate even good
e3, than not to be able to accufe ill ones.
Ihave long thought, that the World are very much
itiken in their Idea and Diftinétion of Libels. It
s been hitherto generally underftood, that there were
p cther Libels but thoe againlt Magiltrates, and
cft azzinit private Men. Now, to ine, there fcems
bea Third Sort of Libels, full as dettiuctive as any
tie former can poffibly be; I itean Libels againit
:Peop‘.c. It was otherwife at Atliens and Rome,
bere, though particular Men, and even great Men,
treoften treated with much Freedom and Severity
benthey deferved it yet the People, the Body cf
"¢ People, were fpoken of with the utmoft Regard and
etrence, The facred Privileges of the People | The
"f‘ﬂble Majelty of the People! ‘Lhe awful Authority
th¢ People! And the unappealable Judgment of the
*ple ] Were Phirales coMimon in thele wife, great,
d free Cities. Other Moades of Speech are fince
“m fathionable, a~d popular Madnets is now almoft
srerbial.  Bus this Madnefs of theirs, whenever it
Brpeas, is derived fiom external Caufes. Opprellion,
47 fay, will make a wife Man nad ; and Delufion
inot lefs Force. But where theve are neither Op-
sors, nor Impoftors, the Judginent of the People
it Bulinefs of Property, the Prefervation of which
the principal Businels of Goverminent, does rarely
. Perhaps they are deititute of Grimace, Myftery,
Wements, Difimulation, and Referve, and the
r Accomplithmerts of Courtiers; but as thefe ore
] Mafks to conceal tne Abfence of Houeity and
de, thz Peopie, who potlefs as they do the Sub-

ftance, have Reafon to defpife fuch infipid and con-
temptible Shadows.

Machiavel, in the Chapter where he proves thata
I\Iulmgd: is more wite and conftant than a Prince,
complains that the Credit which the People fhould be
in, declines daily ; for, fays e, ¢ Every Man has Li-
berty to fpeak what he pleafes againft them; but a-
gaintt a Prince no Man can talk witiiout a Thoufand
Apprehenfions and Dangers,” I have indeed often
wondered, that the inveighing againit the Intereft of th:e
People, and culling their Liberties in Queltion, as has
bec.n, and is ccmmenly done among us, by old Knaves
and yotng Fools, has never been made an exprefs
Ciime,

I wuft own I kaow not what Treafon is, if fapping
and betraying the Liberties of a People be not Treaton,
in the eternal and original Nature of things. Let it be
remembtered for whofe Sake Government is, or could
be appointed ; then let it be confidered, who are more’
to be regarded, the Governors or the Governéth

The truth is, if the Peopls are futfered to keep their
own, it is the moft that they defire : But even thisis a
Happinéfs which in few Places falis to their Lot, They
are frequently robbed by thofe wivom they pay to pro-
teét themn. I know it is a gereral Charge againft the
People, that they are turbulent, reftlefs, tickle and
unruly ; than which there can be nothing more un-
true; for they are only fo where they are made fo. Ag
to their being fickle, 1t is fo faife, that, onthe contraryy
they have almoit ever a ftrong Beut to recejved Cut-
toms, and as ftrong a Partiality to Names and Families
that they have been ufed to. And as to their being
turbulent, it is as falie; fince there is fcarce an Exam-
ple in an Hundred Years, of any Pecple’s giving Go-
vernors any Uneafinels, °til their Governors had made
them uneafy ; nay, tor the mott Part, thev bear many
Eviis without rcturning one, and feldoin throw oif
their Buidens as long as they can ftand under them,

But to raziien to tae Bufinefs ot Libels :

As to Libels azaintt Governmeng, like all others,
they are always baie and unlawful, and often mifchie-
vous; efpecially when Government are impudently
charged with Actions and Defigns of which they are
not guilty. It is certain we cught not to enter into
the private Vices or Weaknelles of Govegnors, any
further than their private Vices enter into the Public
Adminiftrations ; and when they do, it will be impof-
fible to ftop People’s Mouths 3 they will be provoked,
and fhow that they are fo, in Spite of Arts and
Threats ; if they fulfer Woe from the private Gratifi-
cations of thetr Superiors, from whom they have Right

to expect Eafe and Happinefs; and if they be difap-
pointed, they will be apt to deal very freely with their
Characters.

In Truth, moft Libels are purely perfonal ; they fly
at Mecn rather than Things; which Proceeding 13 as
injudicious as it is unmanly. It is mean to be quar-
relling with Faces, Names and private Pleafures ;
Things peifetly indifferent to the World, “or Things
out of a Man’s own Power ; and it is filly, as f thows
thofe whom we attack, that we attack them not for
what they do, but for what they are; and this is to
provoke them without mending them. Ail this there-
fore is Libelling ; an Offence agairft which the Laws
of almoft every Country, and particularly of our own,
have furnithed a Remedy in Proportion to the Confe-
quence and Quality of the Perfon offended, And itis
as juft that Reputation fhould be defended by Law, as
that Property thould.

The Praife of well doing is the higheft Reward, that

“worthy and difinterefted Men aim at. On the other

Hand, while Cenfure and Infamy attend Evil-Doers,

it will be fome Reftraint, if not upon them, yet upon
others, from following their Example ; but if Men he
fuffered to do what they pleafe without hearing of it,
Liberty and Law will be loft, though their Names may
remain. And whether aéting wickedly with Imgunity,
or fpeaking falfly with Impuaity, be tikely to do moft
burt to human Society and the Peace of the World, I
leave all the World to judge; common Equity fays,
that they both ought to be punifhed, though not both
alike. v
As long
Writing,
of much gijeater Good.

as there are fuch Things as Printing and
lere will be Libels : It is an Evil arifing out
And as to thofe who are for
locking ugh the Prefs, becaufe it produces Monfters,
they ought \to confider, that fo do the Sun and the
Nile ; and that it is fomcthing better for the World to
bear fome pjrticular Inconveniences arifing from ge-
neral Bleflings, than to be whol y-deprived of Fire and
Water, 1 iry—ehrs, &¢e CATO.

)
B O S T O N, Mazarch 1g.

Thke following is the Subflance of Letters ai;r%]'ed by tée
C‘_""’li"” of the Town te divers Gentlerien of tke Furft
Dyitnlﬂ{zn and Chara&er in Lendon, £

S ’
KE Town of Bofton, now legally convened at Fa-
pexl-Hall, have direéted us their Committee to
acquaint you of their prefent miferable Situatior, oc-
cafioned by the Exorbitancy of the Military Power,
which, in Confequence of the Intrigues cf wicked ard
defigning Men, to bring vs into a State of Bondage and

Kuin, in dire€t Repugnance to thofe Rights which be.

long to us as Men and Buitith Subjects, have long fince

been ftationed among us.

. The Soldiers ever fince the fatil Day of their Ar-
rival, have treated us with an Infolerice which dif-
covered in them an early Prejudice againtt us, as being
that Rebellious People wiiich our impiacable Enemires
had n:alicioufly reprefcnted us to be.  They jJanded in
the Town with aii the Appearance of Hofp#ity ! They
marched through the Towa with e Enfigns of
Triumpir ! And evidently defgmed to fubjelt the In-
Labitaats to the severe Dilcipiine of a Garrifon, Ti ey
have been continuing their Enormities by abufing the
People, refening Prifoners out of the Kuads of Juftice,
a.d even firing upon the Inhabitants in the Streer,
when in the t'cace of Ged and the Kiny, and when we
kave applicd for Redrefs in thz Courte of the Law of
tire Land, our Magizrates and Couits of Juitice have
appeared to be overawed by them, and fuch a Degree
ufm:an Submifiton has been fhewn tc them, as has
given the greatelt Difgutt cven to the cooleft and moit
jucicious Ferfons in the Community. Such has been
the general State of this Town,

On Friday the Second Inftant, a Quarrel arofe be-
tween fone of the Soldiers of the XXIXth, and the

Kopemakers, Journeymen and Appreatices, which

was carried to that Length as to becune dangercus to
the Lives of each Party : This cententious Dupolition
continted until the Maonday Evening following, whena

Party of Seven or Eight Soidiers, detached trom the
Main Guard, under the Command of Capt. Preften,
and by his Orders fired upon the Inhabitants promif
cuoufly in King-Street, without the !caft Warning cf’
their Intention, and killed Three on the Spot, ancther
has fince died of his Wounds, and others are dan-
geroufly, not to fay mortaily, wounded ; Capt. Pielton
and his Party are now in Jail. An Enquiry is now
making in this bloody Affair; and by fome of the Evi-
dence there is reafon to appielend, that the Soidiers
have been made ufe of by others, as Inftruments in
executing a i.ttled Plot to maflucre the Inhabitants,
There had been but a little Time before a Murder
committed in the Street by Two Perfons of infamous
Chara&er, who had been employed by the Commif-
fioners and Cuftom-Houfe Officers. In the prefent In.
{tance there are Witnefles to fwvear, that, wlien the
Soldiers fired, feveral Mufkets were difcharged from
the Houfe where the Commiffioners Board is kept, be-
fore which the fhocking Tragedy wasafted; and a
-Boy, Servant of one Manwaring, a petty Officer in the
Culftoms, has, upon Oath, accufed his Maiter of fuing
a Gun upcen the People out of a Window ot the faiue
Houle, a Number ot Perfons being at the fame Time
in the Room; and he confeiles, that himfeif beiog
threatened with Death if he refuted, difcharged a Gun
Twice Ry the Orders of that Company; but as it has
been impofiible for any Perfons to collet a State of
Fadls hitherto, we are dire&tad by the Town, to give
you this fhort Intimation of the Matter for the pieient,

and to intreat your Frieadfip to preveat any iil hin-

prefions from being made upcn ths Minds of his Mia-
jefty's Minifters and others acaintt the Town, by the

‘Accounts which the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms and

o hers our Enemies may fend, until tue Town fhall be

able 1o make a full Reprefentation of it, which wiil be

addrefled to you by the next Conveyance. ]
This horrible Tranfaltion bas occafiored the great.
eft Anxicty and Dittrefs in the Minds ot the Inbabi-
tants, who have ever fince been n:ceffitated to ke=p up
their own Military Watch. And his Majetty's Couti-
cil were fo foon convinced of the imminent Dangzr cf
the ‘Troops being any longer in the ‘Y'own, that upon

Application being made by the Inhabitants, they 1m-

mediately and unanimoufly advifed the Ligutenant

Governor to effe@ their Removal: And Lieut. Cot.

Dalrymple, the prefent Commanding Officer, is now

removing all the Troops to Caftle- William.

We ure awith firi@ Truth, Sir,

Bofton, March 11, Yeur meft faithtul, ard

3779 Oledicns Servants.
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