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Frem the BOSTON EVENING-POST, O&cber 3.

14 Bedntlay Ewening arrived bere, Captain DaviEs,

"4 7 Weeks from LONDON. By a Gentleman avko came
P engers we are favoured with the following NORTH-
BRITON,

THE NORTH-BRITON, Ne. LX.
SATURDAY, Auguft 6, 1768.
w&mmw-{t‘}HENEVER I fee a rath, head-

et § ftrong Profligate, and unex-
i Af" ?‘ g peric;g\ced Youth, undertake to
| /Z\;:"-i}« 8 & 22 thke Prime Minifier, and to
‘«4_'§" W\':‘}s' i. condull the Affairs of Govern-
LA ,_:\-tﬁ-? ment, it immediately recalls to
Iy A/;,./ § ¥ my Mind, the Story of Placton,
1 NG b} who undertook fo condud the
{ fpomonce sowocooiite §  Chariot of the Sun; and I can-
fyrmmosmmn wmscscodfe not help dreading, that the

: Circumftance may produce the fame Ruin and
(enhudion in the moral, which the latter produ-
(2dia the natural World.  Such a Prime Minifler we
t1ye for fome Time had; and the Event has been
(:h as might reafonably be expected. The proud
Seaniardsy laughing at our moft importunate Demands
¢f 2 jutt Debt: The ambitious Frenckman, conquering
Jdoms, and threatning us with his Vengeance,
i we prefume to interrupt him: Tke Iri3, by their
Acquifition of Ottennial Parliaments, throwing off,
i1 certain Degree, their Dependence upon Great-
Frizin: The Ergli/b, highly and univerfally difcontent-
¢! and exclaiming, with open Mouth, againft the
mcrance, ghe Avarice, and the Tyranny of their
! . And the Americans engaged, or upon the
t of engaging, in a general Rebellion againft their
rer-Country. Such are a few of the blefled Effeéts
truting the chief Management of our public Af-
fiirs to 2 raw, uninformed, and unprincipled Stripling |
Well may I cry out, in the Words of the Preacher,
with 1 little Variation, Woe be to thec! O Lard! avben
oy Musifier is @ Chili! And, ftill more, when he is a
3 %, wicked, and abandoned Child; a Covent-
Blood, and a Newmarket Jockey. But, not
my{elf amidft a Multiplicity of Objeéts, each of
h might furnith fufficient Matter for a Variety
:5.Eritzns, 1 fhall confine the Subftance of my
Letter to the Affairs of America, as the Storm
¢riag in that Quarter, is by far the moft alarming.
Irericans are now fairly driven to Defpair ; and
ws ae going, it feems, to punifh them for the Effets
¢f a Phrenzy of our own raifing. The Grievances of
te dmericans are of Two S;)I(s; partly civil, and partly
us; and each of thefe I thall confider feparately.

| not fay, as is faid by fome others, that we have
ns Right to tax the Americans, becaufe the Brityb Legif-
Lze hath abfolutely determined, that we have a
5t to tax the Americans. ‘Two Noblemen, of the firft
Aviiities in the Kingdom, the L---d H--h Ch--cv--- i
a:d the E--- of Ch----m, have given it as their Opi-
nisn, that we have no fuch Right; and it has fre-
queatly been found, that the Opinion of Two Men,
creven of One Man, is more agreeable to Reafon, to
Jutice, to Equity, and even to the real Intereft of the
Nition, than the united Opinion of the awkole Legifla-
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nrf, But, whatever may be our Right to tax the Ameri-
cans, the Expediency of fuch a Meafure, efpecially at
t:is Jun&ure, may very reafonably be queftioned. Tbe
Americans have repeatedly told us,—and we have no
It Caufe to doubt their Veracity—that theg have no
~toney to pay Taxes, and hardly even enough to carry
catueir Trades as,- by the numerous Relir1
upen their Commerce, their whole current Specie is
tmitted to England.

‘And here I muft obferve, that, according to the O-
finion of the beft Politicians, though free Governments
@z always the moft happy for thofe who partake of
Uelr Freedom 5 yet are they generally the moft ruinous
ard eppreflive for their Colonies and Provinces. ‘When
a A\{;nuch' extends his Dominions, he foon learns to
cenfider his ofd and his new Subje&ts as on the fame
iooting; becaufe, in Reality, all his Subjeds are to
“im the fame, except the few Friends and Favourites,
inh whom he is perfonally acquainted. He does not,
thtrefore, make any Diftinttion betwixt them in his
.;e‘rlreralLaws; and, at the fame Time, is no lefs care-
¢l to prevent all particular Aéts of Oppreffion, on the
on%, than on the other. But a free State neceffarily
-‘uxl.xex a great Diftin&ion, and mutft always.do fo, 'tl
Men learn to love their Neighbours as well as themfelves.
.. The Governors, in ¢his Tatter Cafe, are all Legilla-
i and will be fure fo to contrive Matters, &y Re-
a;’;:m ¢n drade, and by Taxes, as to draw fome private,
3 ¢ll 2s public Advantage, from their new omini-
i_"t RP rovincial Governors have alfo a better Chance,
of B Republic, to efcape with their Plunder, by Means
Sind ”;"_"Y or Intereft ; and their Fellow-Citizens, who
.leg'tgm own State to be enriched by the §poils of the
mc{"A'P’rwrm:, will be the more inclined to tolerate
o bufes. Not to mention, that it is a neceflary
frecio, in a free State, to Change the Governors

tquently ; which obliges thefe tcmporxrgi’zryr;nu to
ac:‘:;':} :;p;.dlnqu: in their Rapacity, that they may
to their Sur:c}:ﬂfzi Qlﬁfit_ Wezlt:h, befo;c th‘:y ‘l" Phcc

:‘Zl"."“;,“‘.*ﬂns the Time of their Commonwealth | Tia
pr.Ahey ‘had ‘Lgws' to ‘prevent Qp reffion’ in ; their
irciel Mayifiylles; But CIcRRO 1nforms us, 'that

the Romas could mot better confult the Intercft of

*

ons laid Vi

What 'crue} gy'nnn were the RoMANS over the -

the Provinces, than by repealing thefe very Laws. For,
fays he, in that Cafe, our Magiftrates, having entire
Impunity, would plunder no more than would fatisfy
their own Rapacioufnefs: Whereas, at prefent, they
muft alfo fatisfy that of their Judges, and of all the
great Men of RoMmE, whofe Prote%tion they ftand in
Need of. Who can read of the Cruelties and Op-
preffions of VERRES, without Horror and Aﬁonifg-
ment? And who is not filled with Indignation to hear,
that after CICERO had exhaufted, on that abandoned
Criminal, all the Thunders of his divine Eloquence,
and had prevailed fo far as to get him condemned to
the utmoft Extent of the Laws ; yet that cruel Tyrant
lived peaceably, to old Age, in Opulence and Eafe;
and, Thirty Years afterwards, was put into the Pro-
fcription, by MaRK ANTHONY, on account of his ex-
orbitant Wealth, where he fell, with CicErRO himfelf,
and all the moft virtuous Men of RoME ?

After the Diffolution of the Commonwealth, the Ro-
MAN Yoke became eafier upon the Prowvinces, as TacCi-
Tus informs us; and it may be obferved, that many
of the worft Emperors, DOMITIAN, for Inttance, were
very careful to prevent all Oppreffion of the Provinces.
In TiBerius's Time, GauL was etteemed richer than
ItaLy itfelf : Nor does it appear, during the whole
Time of the Rosan Monnrcgy, that the Empire be-
came lefs rich or populous, in any of its Provinces; tiio’
indeed its Valour and military Difcipline were always
upon the Decline. The Oppreflion and Tyranny of
the CARTHAGINIANS, over their Subjei?-States in AF-
RICA, were carried fo far, as we learn from PoLyBIUS,
that, not contented with exaéting from them the Half
of all the Produét of their Ground, which, of itfelf, was
an intolerable Burden, they alfo loaded them with many
other Taxes. 1f we pafs from ancient to modern Times,
we fhall find the fame Obfervation hold. The Pro-
winces of abfolute Monarchies are generally better
treated, than thofe of Free States. Compare the Pais
Conguis of FRANCE, with IRELAND, and you will be
convinced of the Truth. CoRrsica, was a{fo, *til very
lately, a remarkable Inftance to the fame Purpofe.

It muft indeed, be confeffed, that, as the Engli/p
Government is not a pure Republic, the above Rea-
foning will not exaétly apply to the prefent Cafe. It
is certain, however, that the Englith Government ap-
proaches much nearer to a pure Rebublic, than it does
to an abfolute Monarchy ; and fo far, I am perfuaded,
the above Reafoning will apply. I know there are
fome People who fufpe&, that, as our M——— have
been endeavouring, for thefe Seven Years paft, to de-
ftroy the republican Part of our Government, they
imean to conceal from us their treafonable Defign, by
fhewing ghat it ftill exifts in its full Force, and produ-
ces even more than its natural Effeét in our American
Colonies. But I believe thofe reafon better, who affirm,
that our M. have, indeed, formed a fettled De-
fign to deftroy the republican Bart of our Government ;
but that, encouraged, on the one Hand, by their own
extenfive Power, on the other, by the extreme Weak-
nefs of the People, they think ita needlefs and fuper-
fluous Precaution to conceal their Defign : They have
only, in the prefent Cafe, like all arbitrary Minifters,
begun at the Exr.remi?" of the Empire. .

This, indeed, ever has been, and ever will be the
Manner, in which all arbitrary or defpotic Govern-
ment is eftablifhed. It firft commences 1n the more
remote Parts of the Kingdom, where the People, few
in Number, fcattered over the Country, and not col-
le€ted into large Towns, have little Power, and lefs In-

clination, to make any vigorﬁeﬁﬂmcc._ And ha-
i ure -Footing-i ¢ more diftant Pro-
vinces, it advances, by guick and rapid Steps, towards
the Capital; where the Citizens, enervated by Sloth,
Luxury, Debauchery, and by every other Vice that
Wealth can create, fall an eafy Prey to their military
Legiftators.  Even, in defpotic Governments, the Me-
tropolis commonly enjoys a Degree of Liberty beyond
what is to be met with in_the more remcte Proinces.
The Parifians are more free than the Inhabitants of
Aix or Theuloufe ; and the Citizens of Rome, than thofe
of Loretto or Bologna.

It has, I think, been remarked by one of our Cor-
refpondents; "that the Power of the Crown is now be-
come fo t, by the infinite Number of Places it has
to difpofe of, as to threaten the Liberties of the Nation
with fpeedy Deftruction. Increafe the Number of thefe
Places, but ever fo little, and the Work, I believe, will
be fully compleated, Our rs, indeed, have
fretched this Point as far as they can fafely ftretch it
at leatt for the prefent. And now finding it impoffible
to provide for their bungry Creatures and Dependants,
on this Side the Atlastic, they are refolved, it feems, to

i them, in America. .

rc’,l“,}‘ge;:;:ﬁcm: however, are in no Difpofition tore-
ceive thefe courtly Vifitants, whofe Character they b:w:-l
drawn in as ftrong and lively Colours, as if they ll:“
beheld all their Infolence of Office 10 Great-Britain. They
fay, ¢ That their Money cannot be aSPth to “';"h_
Purpofes, than to maintain Sawvarms of Oficers :;:dh n;
fonsrsyin Tdienefs and Laxury, whofe Example 142
"Fendency to corrupt their Moral and whofe ar x&afj
Dipeftiods will trample du their Rights.” They calitien

en, ¢ whofe & ious Tempers, whofe rafh, m'xic'ﬂh o
derate, and weak <y

haviour, are well known.”
add, that ghey are. continual with Rumours
_and Reports of sew

L a’txyw of Officers and Penfio-
ners, to fuck the Li ;-m' o the Bedy-Politic, avbile st is,
Sfireaming frem the, 2ins.”

And, viewing them 11 this
"4, bt ediess Light, is it to be fuppofcd, that they

'

will patiently bear to fee their Land over-run, and
their Subftance devoured, by fuch pernicious, fuch de-
ftruétive Vermin ?

0! but it will be faid, all thefe Officers and Penfio-
ners, and a Thoufand Times more, are nece for
the Support of Government. Yes! Yes! It i§ necef-
fary for the Support of Government, that the Farmers-
General in Frasce, and the Tax-gatherers in Spair,
fhould riot on the Spoils of their Fe low-fubje&ts! And
it is equally neceffary for the Support of Government,
that the wretched Peafants of Pelan. fhouid labour Five
Days in the Week for their lordly Mafters, and ,but
One for themfelves!

I will not fay that the Meafures, which we have
lately purfued, and are ftill purfuing, in the Manage-
ment of our dmerican Ccloates, are not calculated to
promote the Welfare of thofe Coionies in particular,
and of the Briti/» Dominions in genera ; out I am a-
fiaid we fhall have fome Difficulty 1n pertuading the
Americans, that they are caiculated to promote the
Welfare cither of the one or of the other, They will,
I apprehend, be apt to fuipect, that they are calculated
merely to increafe the Number of Placemen and Pen-
fioners ; and, of contequence, the Power of the Crown,
already become tco great to be confitent with the Pre-
fervation of our national Liberties; and, confidering
them in this Light, tney may be prompted, even from
a Principle of Patriotifin, to refufe fubmitting to the
Duties impofed upon them.

*Tis certain, however, that they muft embrace one
Part of this Alternarive ; they muft either fubmit to
thefe Duties, or they will not.  If they do fubmit to
them, 'tis more than probable, that their Refentment
of the ill Ufage they may think they have met with,
will induce them to break off all commenrcial Connecti-
ons with Great-Britain ; and thus we fhail be deprived
of the only real Advantage, whicha Mother-State can
derive from her Coionies. If they do nct fubmit to
them, they will either raife a Civil War, the greateft
of Evils; or they will oblige the P t to repeal an
A&, which they have fo fo%emnly pafled, and thus ren-
der the Government perfectly contemptible.

To fuch a fine Pafs have our avife M——rs brought
the Affairs ot the Nation, that their Meafures, even
in their moft favourabie Iffue, muft neceflarily be pro-
duttive of the moft fatal Effects! If they act from De-
fign, they ought to be punith’d as Traitors to their
Country ; if, from Ignorance, they ought to be dif-
miffed from Places which they are fo unable to ful.

I thould now come to confider the Religious Grie-
vances of the Americans ; but thefe I muftereferve for
the fubject of another Letter.
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CCORDING our Letters from 'Corfica
the Inhabitagfs of that Ifland, finding that the
French are deterfnined to reduce them by Submif-
fion, begin todefend their Liberty vigoroufly. This
they have alf€ady given many Proofs of ; and lately,
when 18 French Polacres endeavoured to land Part
of the French Cavalry at San Fiorenzo, they would
not fuffer them to land, and refufed them a Paf-
fage to Baftia, Other Letters from Gorfica, advife,
that there was a fharp Engagement the 14th Iaftant,
between the Corficans and 5?: French Troops, com-
manded by the Count de Marbeeuf, who attempted to
advance into the Country, but were repulfed with the
Lofs of goo Men, among whom were a great Number
of Officers.

Frem the UBPER RUINE, Augift 6.
News-Writers fay,
away Part of his beft Effects from Warfaw, and that
the Remainder was packed up, ready to go. They
likewife infinuate, that his Polith Majefty is etermined
to quit the Territories of the Republic, °til the Con-

federacies are fupprefled ; and that the Country is co- .

vered with dead Bodies, which lie above Ground, and
are very offenfive.
UTRECHT, Ay

4f 6. Our Letters from italy, this
Moment received, i 3

inform us, that General Raoli-is ilb
at Corte, through Chagrin, occafioned by fome of -thg
principal Corficans, who accufe him of being in Cor-
refpondence with the French, They ~dd, that France
had requefted of the King of Sardinia, a Port in his
Territory, to ferve as a Magazine or Store-houfe for
the French Troops. e
L o N D O N.  °
Auguft 16. A Letter from Weflel, informs, . that the
King of Pruffia reviewed the Troops in Garrifon there,’
confifting of 4000 effe@®ive Men, the 16th Ult. he waa
fo well p
Crowns to cach Regiment : They had fired Four Times
in a*®Minute, and the King faid, in an Extafy, that he
believed his Soldiers could fire Five Times in a Minute,
::Iould his Officers give the Word with the fame Expe-!
ition.
being made to the King, that great Difturbances had:
been made, at almoft every Affembly at Cleves and:
Weflel, owing to a Difpute between, the ies of tha
- Chancellor o 2
Yer of Finances, aboug the Rank or Pafs, his
was befought to_decide that Point, which would, for
thé future, be a Law: Our great King wifely o
that the greateft Fool fhould always have. the Rank
Pafs of the
‘an Iffuey - -

b
-

The German
that “the King of Poland-has-fent. . ..

eafed with their Alertnefs, that he gave 3oa. -

This Letter concludes thus: ¢ A Complaint ;
Cleves, and the Prefident of the Cham-

or.
other, from which Determination we wait - |




