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PAG E 34 P”ﬁ”‘——‘IG, and 17. .
at civil biffentions arofe, which immediagely were
fllowed by tke Tyranny of a fingle Perfon, as this was
b' 'the Subverfien of the regal Government ;
ai (ed this Prince, and chofe Tarquin. Struggles about
y;reg:zivc and Liberty, cver did, and ever avill, conclude
s Tyramy at 1afty infallibly of ens Perfon.
P A G E 35
A¢ this Time, the Remans were very much engaged in
W‘i” with neighbouring States ; but, upon the leaff Inter-
cils of Peacts the Quarrels betaveen the Nebles and the Ple-
beass wwonld revive.

P AGE 34 35 35

Certain Magiitrates, chofen yearly, called Tribunes—
3y thefe Tribunes the People were grofsly impofed upon,
1 ferve the Turns of ambitious Men, and to commit Ex-
it5. One of the moft frequent Subjeéts of their
Diferences, awas the conquered Lands, avhich the Cemmaons
wnld fain bave divided, and to lay all Mens Rights and
Privileges upen the fame Level.  'The Tribunes went fo far
in the Name of the Commons, as fo accu/e and fine the
Cer 3ls themfilues.

P A G E 37, and 4o.

They demanded the Confulfhip fhould lie in common
wthe Pretenfions of any Reman whatfoever. The greateft
Emlyrents avere, by Lawws, forcibly enacled &by the Cemmons,
,_;}‘,rfrre to the Pesple. A Law was enated, that the Ple-
ki, or a Vote of the Heufe of Commans, fhould be of
teverfal Obligation. The People did as they pleafed,
aeéem or difanzul the Senatus Confulta.

P A G E o

usias Claudius brought in a Cuftom of admitting to
¢ Senate, the Sons of Freed-Men, or of fuch who had
.- been Slaves ; by which, and fuccceding Alterations
i the like Nature, that great Council degenerated into
1207 corrupt and fa&ious Bedy of Men, divided againft
i%lf, and its Authority defpifed.

P A G E Zoaman i o

Tte Union of Pempey and Cafar, for pulling down the
Nobies, was the Caufe of the Civil War, which ended in
& Tyranny of the latter, both of them having ufed all
Exceavours and Occafions, for finking the Autherity of the
Pzrians, wherein they expeéted beft to find their own
Ycoent. The entire Subverfion of the Roman Cenflitution,
ey cltegether oving to thofe Meafures which had brake
ts Balance, whereof the Ambiticn of particular Men, Was
bt an Effe@® and Confequence. The People were now
bezt upon fingle and defpotic Slavery elfe how could
txha Prefigate, as Antheny, or a Boy of Eighteen, like
Z:viss, ever dare to dream of giving the Law to fuch
2 Empire, and People? Wherein the latter fucceeded,
«d entailed the vileft Tyranny, that Heaven, in its
Arger, ever inflicted on a corrupt and poifoned People.

Twat there appears a kind of Refemblance in fome of the collated Paffages, and,
but there is too, fuch a Difcrepancy, that I can’t acknowledge,
For, is it poffible, that Mac, as fagacious as the Flerentine, and much
their Inftitution of the Offracifm, if he intended to adopt the
hat the Effe@ of it was the Banifbment of every great Man ?

Colear and Complexion, might be adduced, Iadmit;
Mic has been in the leaft o%ligcd to the Dean:

nents of the Drax, who fays, in fo many Words,

Coald he have applied to OcTavius and ANTHONY, Wh

“ That the one could not bear an Equal, nor_the other a Superior,” what was fai
kasborrowed fome of his Wit too from the Deax, and they quote from Swirt’s ¢ Effay on the Fates of Cler
laugh at anotber Mar’s 5 as a Proof, that Mac’s «ull Fellow, who

for the Nobles .

¢z¢ ingenious, could have complimented the Athenians on
t
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The Confequence of which Innovation, was a violent
Struggle bétween the Nobles and the Commons, which
ended in depofing of Servius Tullius, the Introdu&ion
(which is always the Cafe) of the Tyranny of a fingle Per-
fon, the Eleion of Tarquin, and the Abeliticn of the re-
gal Government. :

Whilft they had an Enemy at their Back, and were
conftantly en%gcd in defending, or enlarging their Ter-
ritories, the People fubmitted to the Authority of the
Confuls ; but, upon every Interval of Peace, they renewed
their Claims.

They obtained Tribunes, who, to aggrandize themfelves,
were conftantly leading them on to Violnce and Outrage.
They infifted upon the Divifion of the conquered Lands
to be put into their Hands. They wanted a Law to level
all Mens Rights and Privileges. They affumed a Power
of accufing and fining the Confuls themfelves. '

They dermanded the Confulfbip, and laid cpen to themfelves
all Offices of State. They enadled, that the Plebifcita, or a
Vete of the Commansy fhould be of uniwerfal Obligaticn, and
:},f)rugled a Power of confirming, cr difannulling a Decree of
tpe ocnate.

The Sons of Freed-Men, or even of fuch wwbo bad beex
Slaves, were admitted, by the Influence of Appius Clau-
dius, into the Senate ; a Practice, which muft ever bring
any fupericr Branch of Legiflature, into Contempt with the
People, who will never eafily fubmit to the Direétion of
thofe, who are newly raifed from the Dregs of the People.

Thefe feveral Powers, in the Hands of the People, gave
Encouragement to every bold, popular, and afpiring
Man, to throw his Weight into the heavier Scale, and #o
Jink the Privileges of the Patricians, in order to have no
Check in his Defigns, upon independent Power. To
thefe Caufes, and to thefe Motives, the Encroachments
of the People and the Ambition of Particulars, was owing
the Subverfion of the Roman Common-Wealth, the Intro-
duttion of an arbitrary Power, and the moft heavy

Tyranny that ever fell upon a brave, but corrupt People.

It is the Temper of the Times, that gives defigning Men
Opportunities, which their own Confequence could never
bring about. The prefigate Antheny, and Ocawvius, a Boy
of Eighteen, undertook to enflave a great People.

that other Extraéts, of the like

at the Dean faid of Pompry and CEsar ? Could the Ds.}.\"s
Meaphor, Tawvo Stars of fuch Magnitude, have been rejeted? Would he have dodged backwards and forwards, fometimes
ukizg a Scrap here, and then a Scrap there, flying from Reme to Athens, and, in a Trice, from Athens 10 Reme ? It is
objeted, indeed, by malevolent and envious Critics, that thefe Circumftances are owing to mere .Ignoram':c, Want of
Tafe, and a little low Craft, to conceal his Thefts——That Mac’s fmattering Reading, or blundering Genius, appears
iz many Refpeéts, and they give it as an Inftance, that in one of his Pieces he applied to OcTaviUs and ANTHONY,

wiat CorusopEs fays,—Jnever make a Jef? myfelf; ner ever

fiid the fame Thing, owed his Exiftence to CORUSODES.

cxce for all, that Mac is a moft learned, moft fagacious,

moft ingenious, moft witty

of Poampey and CEsar—that he
men,’”

But to all fuch Stuff, and more of the fame kind, I anfwer,

, and candid Perfon. I can, with

- eqeal Truth, declare- too; that- he is.a-Man of Mzdzfly, .and thence infer, the Im fbility of his Pilfcring from SWIFT,

aa Author in every Body’s Hands, by which he would expofe himfelf to certain :
Attacks on his Character; for which, as well as for all other Mens, he feems to entertain the mo

the moft delicate Feelings.

etection; and give a fair Opening for
tender Solicitudem——

¢¢ Thanks

_ Axp here I can’t but remark, that thefe eaicr Cavillers, intent upon fixing their.Charge, have not adverted to Paffages

in Mac’s ineftimable Pieces, which are indu

itably Original.
“t0 buman Infirmity.! The Rattle of the Snake gives Warning of it’s Approach, and the Hand that hap

Witnefs that beautiful and fublime Stroke. |
ns to be bit,

“ flays the Viper in 4is Fury, and makes Ufe of the Fat for an Antidote to the Poifon.”——Who, but fuch a Genius,

of an Head fo pepetrating, and an Heart

gations due to Auman Infirmity, fo cunningly invefti ated from the Rattles ¢
C ?——A Fanatic wou’

the Poifon, in :the Fat of that venemous Anim

(o tuned to Gratitude, would have difcovered and acknowledged the Obli-

a Snake, and the Invention of an Antidote to
have offered his Thanks in a different Manner,

2td canted about Providence 3 but the liberal Mac, unridden by Priett or Parfon, Preacher or Teacher, is free from

the Prejudices of Fangicifm and Superflition.

(drtitbefis per pulchra!) he rebukes them for not knowing,

Wko but ‘muft admire a Sagacity, that is able to point out

When addrefing ¢ the e Enthufiafts, but Zallow Politicians ofBa/hm,::
that ¢¢ neither

caven nor Earth admits of Tavo ¢ ual Powers.
the univerfal Menarch upon Earth, hitherto undifcovered by

12y other Mortal? But I forbear to quate the whole of this firiking Paffage, left fome aveak People, more ferupnlons than
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