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L g lawing 8 a Copy 6 a LETTER fent from the
I;..',,y:‘kﬂzH;z/? c;vRénﬁnmtivu ¢f this wamc:, ‘o
Ir,';"f:’bl Hen. tée Earl of SHEL BURNE, ercef
J ;'v!f;":,'?)‘; Principal Secresaries of State, Viz.

Province of the Mafackufetts-Bay, Fan. 15, 1763,

¥y wets HE Houfe of Reprefentatives of this
G a,? his Majefty's Province, baving had
*}»;f Experience of your l_.ordﬂ.’nH‘s gene-
A1 AN ous Sentiments of his Majeity’s moft
ey if loval, tho' remote Subjeéts of Ame-
L _:""x_l,f:.‘ﬁ rica, and of your noble Exertions in

e om 38§ their Behalf in the late Time of their
e emed’d Diftrefs, beg Leave to lay before your
‘s View, the new Scenes of Difficulty, which
ain opened upon us, and to implore your repeats
o Interpontion. :

Your Lordfhip 1s not infenfihle, _that our Fo;efathers
in an uphappy Reign driven into this Wildernefs
Hand of Power; at their own Expence they
an Ocean of Three Thoufand Miles; and pur-
L34 an Inheritance for themfelves and their Pofteri-
r, with the View of propagating the Chriftian Religi.
¢z, and enlarging the Englith Dominion in this diftant
Fart of the Earth. Thro' the indulgent Smiles cf
Heaven urpon them, tho' not without Hardfhip and

stizue unexperienced, and perhaps hardly to be ton.
ceived by their Brethren and fellow Subjeéts in their
cative Land ; and with the conftant Peril of their Lives,
jrom 2 numerous Race of Men, as barbarous and cruel,
204 vet as warlike as any People upon the Face of the
Earth, they increafed in their Numbers and enlarged
taeir vettlement.—They obtained a Charter from King
Carves the Firit, wherein his Majefty was pleafed to
recoznize to them a Liberty to worthip Gop according
o the Dictates of their Confcience ; a Blefling which in
tacfe unhappy Times was denied to them in their own
Country: And the Rights, Liberties, Privileges and
Jmmunities of his natural born Subjefts within the
Realm. This Charter they enjoyed, having punctually
fgliled the Conditions of it, 'til it was vacated, aswe
conceive, arbitrarily, in the Reign of King CHARLES
the Second. After te Revolution, that grand /Era of
Britith Liberty, when King WiLLianm and Queen Ma-
Ry of zlorious and bleffed Menmory were eftablifhed on
the Throne, the Inhabitants of this Province obtained
another Charter, in which the moft effential Rights
and Privileces contained in the former were reftored to
thera.  Thus blefled with the Liberties of En%liﬂ\men,
thsy continued to increafe and multiply, 'til as your
Lerdfhip knows, adreary Wildernefs is become a fruit-
fa Field, and a grand Source of national Wealth and
Giery. :

By the Common Law, my Lord, as well as fundry
Afs of Parliament from the Reign of EpwarD the
Taird, the Children of his Majeity’s natural born Sub-
js(ts, born, paffing and repafling the Seas, are entitled
:32ll the Rights and Privileges of “his natural Subjeéts,
bern within the Realm. From hence the Conclufion
rs to be indifputable, that the Defcendents of his

#y's Subjefts in the Realm, who mjgrated with
the Confent of the Nation, and purchafed a Settlement
with their own Treafure and Blood, without any Aid
frem the Nation 3 who early acknowledged their Alle-
gance to the Crown of England; and have always ap-
froved themfelves faithful Subjects, and in many In-
itances given fignal Proofs of their Lovalty to their
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Mother Country : Fhe Conclufion. is ftrong, that ex-
ciiive of any Confideration of their Charter, they are
l2d to the Rights and Privileges of the Britith Con-
fitution in common with their fellow Subjects in Bri-
tin.  And it is very remarkably the Senfe-of the Bri -
tith Nation that they are fo; as appears by an A& of
Parliament nade ia the 13th of his late Majeity. King
GioRcrE the Second. The Preamble of that Act plein-
Iy prefuppofes it; and the Puryiew of the fame Att
enzbles aud diredts $hg Superior Court of Judicature of
this Province, ,a Coprt gﬂpaed by the Authority of the
Geaeral Caury, t@ naturalize Foreigners under certain
Conditions ; _.w);hyc‘h 1t is prefumed the Wifdom of the
Paliamengwould not have empowered any People to do,
who were tiot ikenfelves deemed natural bora Subjeds.
. The Spirit of the-L.aw of Nature and Nations fuppofes
tiat all the free Subjedts of any Kingdom, are entitled-
equally to the Rights of the Conftitution ; for it appears}
unm:ur.al and unrgafonable to affirm, that local, or any
2!’.::_1' Circumftances, can jultly deprive any-Part of the.
«rubﬁ{}sof the fame Prince, of the fullEnjoyment of
th¢ Rights of that Conflitution, wpon which thid Go-.
vernment itfelf is formed, and by which-Sovereignty
and Allegience are afcertained and limited. Butyour
Lordfhip is fo thoroughly acquainted with the Extent:
‘;‘Yr;bct}]}:gpfs of Men :"a‘;: of Subjedts, as to render it
‘together improper to take u of . Tige
i Head.:p“ pe! : p any more of youy, Tig
_There are, my Lord, fandamental Rules of the Con-
ftitution, -whieh it is humbly prefumed, neither the
fupreme Legillative, nor the fupreme Executive, cint
alter. In all free”States, the Conlitution is fixed : ¢
i$ from thencs that the Legiflative derives its Autho,:
Tity; therefore it cannot change the Conftitutjon with-
out deftroying its own Foundation. I1f then the Tén,
ftitution of Gréat-Britain_ is’ the common Right of all
Britith Subje@s, it+is huimbly refered th your Lordfhip's
Julgment, wheitter the fupreare Legiflative of th¢ Em-

pire may rightly feap the Bounds of it in the Exercife
of Power over the Subjets in America, any more than
over thofe in Britain.

When Mention is made of the Rights of American
Subjefts, and the Intereft they have in the Britith Con-
ftitution, in common with all other Britith Subjects,
your Lordtfhip is too candid and juft in your Sentiments
to fuppofe, that the Houfe have the mpft diftant
‘Thought of an Independency on Great-Britain.—They
are not infenfible of their Security and Happinefs in
Connexion with and Dependence on the Mother-State,
Thefe, my Lord, are the Sentiments of the Houfe and
of their Conftituents; and they have Reafon to believe
they are the Sentiments of all the Colonies: Thofe wha
are induftrioufly propagating in the Nation, a ditferent
Opinion of the Colonifts, are not only doing the greateit
Injuftice to them, but an irreparable Injury so the Na.
tion itfelf.

It is the Glory of the Britith Conftitution that it has
its Foundation in the Law of GQD and Nature: I¢ is
effentially a natural Right, that a Man fhall queitly
enjoy, and have the fole Difpofal of his own Property :
This Right is ingrafted into the Britith Conftitution,
and is familiar to the American Subjeéts : And your
Lordfhip will judge, whether any Neceflity can render
it juft and equitable in the Nature of Things, that the
fupreme Legiflative of the Empire, fhould impofe
Duties, Subiidies, Talliages and Taxes, internal or ex-
ternal, for the fole Purpofe of raifing a Revenue, upon
Subjeéts that are not, and cannot, confidering their
local Circumitances, by any Poflibiiity be equaily re-

refented, and conf’cqucmly, whoi¢ Confent cannot be
ad in Parliament.

The Security of Right and Property is the great End

of Government. Surely then fuch Meafures as tend
to render Right and Property precarious, tend to de-
ttroy both Property and Government, for thefe mug
ftand or fall together.—Property is admitted to have
an Exiftence in the favage State of Nature: And if it
is neceflary for the Support of favage Life, it by no
Means becomes lefs fo in civil Society, The Houte in.
treat your Lordfhip to confider, whether a Colonift can
be conceived tq have any Property which he may call
his own, if it may be granted away by any other Body
without his Confent : And they fubmit to your Lord-
thip's Judgment, whether this was not atually done,
when the A¢t for granting to his Majefty certain Duties
on Paper, Glafs, and other Articles, for the fole and
exprefs Purpofe of raifing a Revenue in America, was
made. It isthe Judgment of Lard Coke, that the Par-
liament of Gueat-Britain cannot tax Ireland, ¢ quia
Milites ad Pariiamentum non mittens,”  And Sir William
Jones, an eminent Jurift, declared it as his Opinion, to
King CHARLES the Second, that he could no more
grant a Commiffion to levy Money on his Subjetts in
Jamaica, without their Confent by an Aflembly, than
they could difcharge themfelves from their Allegiance
to the Crown,—Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to con.
fider that Ireland and Jamaica were both canquered ;
which cannot be faid of any of the Colonies, Canada
excepted j the Argument therefore is fronger in Fa.
vour of the Colonies,

Qur Anceftors, when ogprcffed in the unfortunate
Reign of JaMES the Second, found Relief by the Inter-
pofition of the Parliament : But it is the Misfortune of
the Colonies at prefent, that by the Interyention of
that Power, they arc-taxed ; and they can appeal for
Relief, from their final Decifion, to no Power on Earth,
for there is no Power on Earth above them. Your
Lordfhip will indulge the Houfe in exprefling a deep

rachment and Afiation to their  Concern upon this Occafion ; for it is the Langwage of

it i5 the Opini '
on the Law of Nature and Nations, that if the Parlia.
ent thould make any confiderable Change in the Con-
ftitution, and 'the Nation fhould be voluntarily filent
upon it, this would bg confidesed as an Approbation
of the A&, - i
But the Houfe beg Leave to reprefent to your Lord-
fhip, that altho’ the Right of Parliament to impofe
Taxes on the Colonies, withaut a Reprefentation there,
were ipdifputable, we humhll{ conceive it may be made
fullyta appear to be unequal, that they fhould, at leaft
at prefent. Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to remem-
bez, that by A¢.of Parliament, the Colanifts are pro-
ldi}‘éiffd from importing Commodities and Manufaétures
the Growth of Europe, faving a few Articles, except
from Great:Britain. This Probibjtian, not only oc-
cafions a mych.greater Demand upon .the Mothers
Country for her Manpfatures, but gives the Manu-
fafturess there the Advantage of .their own Price ; and
éan it bs queftioned, my Lord, but the Colonifts are
bliged, by Meas “aof ‘this Policy, to purchafe the
Bﬁm Manufadtyres' at 3 much dearer Rate, than the
like' Manufagtures wouwld be purchafed at, if the
were allowed to go tq.foreign Markets? Tt is a Lofs
o the Colonifts, and an czjual Gain to Great-Britain,
THe fame Reafanipg. holds good with refpe& to the
faany Artjcles of tbeir Produce, which the Coloniits
are reftrained by of Parliament from fending to
foreign Ports.———This is, in Reality, 3 Tax, tho!
an indiredt one, an the Colonies; befides the H
Excife and-Cuftoms lald on the Manufadtures in Great.
Bitain, A celebrated Britith Writer on Trade, com.
tes the artificial Valae arifing from thefe Duties, to
g‘elnot lefuthan Fifty per Cent, Your Lordfhip will
then form an Eftimate of the Payt that is paid by the
Colonies upon the {urpartation into America, which is
. g:’ﬁf ally fajd 30 he at jeaft shs Yalye of Two Milljons
Hing, 3

eafon, ant

The Houfe is not, at this Time, complaining of this
Policy of the Motber-State ; but beg your Lordthip's
impartial and candid Confideration, whether it is not
grievous to the Colonies to be additionally taxed u
the Commodities of Great-Britain here—and to be folely
charged with the defending and fecuring his Majefty’s
Colonies, after they have chearfully borne their
Proportion of maintaining his Majefty’s Rights in this
Part of his Dominions, and reducing his Enemigs ta
Terms of Peace.

Your Lordfhip will allow the Houfe to exprefs their
Fears, that the Colanigs have been mifreprefented to
his Majefty's Minifters and the Parliament, as having
an undutiful Difpofition towards his Majelty, and a
Difaffeétion to the Mother-Kingdom, It has, ‘til a
few Years paft, been the Ufage for his Majefty’s Re-
quifiticns to be Jaid before the Reprefentatives of his
People in America.  And we may venture to appe:l
to your Lordfhip, that the People of this Provincs
Lave been ready to afford their utmoft Aid for his Ma-
jefty's Service. = It would be grievous to his moft faith-
ful Subjects, to be called upon for Aid, in a2 Manner
which implies a Miftruft of a free and chearful Com,
pliance; and the Houfe intreat yaur Lordfhip’s Confi-
deration, whether our Enemies, at leaft, would not
infer a Want of Duty and Loyalty in us, when thbe
Parliament have judged it neceffary to compel us by
Laws for that Purpofe; as by the late Aéts for raifi
a Revenue in America, and the A¢t for preventi%
Mutiny and Defertion ; in the latter of which the Go-
vernor and Council are direéted to fupply the King's
Troops with enumerated Articles, and the People are
required to pay the Expence. But, befides, your
Lordfhip will judge whether the Execution of this A&
can compoyt with the Exiftence of a free Legiflative in
America,

It is unnatural to expeé, that the fupreme Executive
Power can long exit, 1t the fupreme Legiflative thould
be depreffed and deftroyed. In order therefore to fup-
port the fupreme Executive of his Majefty at {o great
a Dittance, in the Perfon of his Governor, Ju ?
and other executive Officers, it feems neceffary t a‘t
there fhould be a Legiflative in America, as perfe&tly
free as can confiit with a Subordination to the (uprems
Legitlative of the whole Empire. Such a Legiflative is
conftituted by the Royal Charter of this Province: In
this Charter, my Lord, the King, for himfelf, his Heirg
and Succeffors, grants to the General Affembly, full
Power and Authority to impofe and levy proportionabla
and reafonable Affeilments, Ratesand Taxes upon the
Eftates and Perfons of the Inhabitants, to be iffued and

difpofed of, by Warrant under the Hand of the Go-
vernor, with the Advice and Confent of the Council,
for the Service of his Majefty, in the neceflary Defence
and Support of his Government of the Province, and
the Prote€tion and Prefervacion of the Inhabitants, ac-
cording to fuch Adw, as are, or thall be in Force in
the Province, And the Houfe are humbly of Opinion,
that the legiflative Powers in the feveral Colonies in A-
merica, were originally ereéted upon Canviction, that
the Subjects there, could not be reprefented in the Su-
preme Legiflative ; and confequently, that there was a
Neceflity that fuch Powers fiquld be eredted. i

Itis by no Means, my Lord, a Difpofition in the
Houfe, to difpute the jult Authority of the fupreme

Legiflative of the Nation, that induces them thus to

addrefs your Lordfhip; buta warm Senfe of Loyalty |ig

to their Prince, and they humbly apprehend, a juft

Concern for their natural and coaftitutional Rights,

They beg your Lordthip would excufe their trefpafiing

upon your 'I‘;i:me and Attention to the great Affairs of {i§

—They—applyto—ya riend ta_the
Rights of Mankind, and of Britith Subjeds. As A.
mericans, they implore your Lordfhip's Patronage .n;d BLe
befeech you to reprefent their Grievances to the )&mg,
our Sovereign, and employ your happy Influence for
their Relicf. i Signed by the SPEAEEB.

At an Adjournment of the Meeting of the Frecholders, §
and other Inhabitants of this Town, the fpllow'm
Letter was reported by the Committee appoiated for ¥
that Purpofe, @ix.

Te the ingenicus AUTHOR of certain Patristic Lettersy

fubferibed, A FARMER, ,
MucH RESPECTED Sivl
HEN the Rights and Liberties of the numerous
y v and Joyal Inhabitants of this extenfive Conti

nent are in imminent Danger—when the inveterate 8

Enemies of thefe Colonies are not more affiduous toji ;

forge Fetters for them, than diligent to delude tha$

People, and zealous mifuﬁmde them to an indolentif¥l

‘Acquiefcence : At this alarming Period, when-to reluctig

is deemed a Revolt, and to oppofe fuch Meafures asy

are injudicious and deftruétjve, is conftrued as a formal

Attempt to fubvert Order and Government g when toll

reafon is to rebel; and 2 ready Submiffion to the Rod

of Power, is folicited by the Tenders of Place and Pay
tronage, or urged by the Menace of Danger and Dif3
grace: 'Tis to .YOU, worthy Siz | that AvzRIcA jf
obliged, for a moft feafonable, fenfible, loyal and vigo

rous Vindication of her invaded Rights and Liberties's

'Tis to YOU, the diftinguithed Houour is due; thal

when many of the Friends of Liberty were ready to fea i

its utter Subverfion ; armed with Truth, fupported b
the immutable Laws of Nature, the common Inbery
tance of Man, and le:lnin‘g on ths Pillars of the Beg
w81 Conftitution 1 You feafonably brought your Aig
eppafzd impending Ruin, uvakeged the moft indoleg
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