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ﬂ,/::';':w.:ﬂ! iraCopyef @ LETTER [fent from the

“neurable Houfe of Reprefentatives cf this Province, 1o
ﬁ,’.z,':jg ‘Hﬂl.f!b{ Earl of SHELBU RNE, ercof
bis Majfiy's Principal Secretaries

Province of the Mafackufetts-Bay, Jan. 15 1763,
My Lord,

o
I
-

of State, viz.

H E Houfe of Reprefentatives of this

% his Majefty’s Province, having had
H Jety i

erience of your Lordfhip’s gene-

y's moft

,.;}
i |
=
-

"i\'""’ Exp I !
* rous Sentiments of his Maje
L. 708 loyal, tho' remote Subjeéts of Ame.-
X .7:?.},-?‘- rica, and of your noble Exertions in
#e=>3% § their Behalf in the late Time of their
e i id® Diftrefs, beg Leave to lay before your
- Lordihip's View, the new Scenes of Difficulty, which
are again opened upon us, and to implore your repeat-
o Interpontion. K
Your Lordfhip is not infenfible, thatour Forefathers
were in an uphappy Reign driven into this Wildernefs
vy the Hand of Power; at their own Expence they
ciofizd an Ocean of Three Thoufand rt‘hles 3 ':md ur-
chafed an Inheritance for themfelves arid their Pofteri-
ty, with the View of propagating the Chriftian Religi.
¢z, and enlarging the Englith Dominion in this diftant
Part of the Earth. Thro' the indulgent Smiles cf
Heaven upon them, tho® not without Hardthip and
Fatigue unexperienced, and perhaps hardly to be ton-
ceived by their Brethren and feilow Subjects in their
rative Land ; and with the conftant Peril of their Lives,
from 2 numerous Race of Men, as barbarous and cruel,
and yet as warlike as any People upon the Face of the
Earth, they increafed in their Numbers and enlarged
their settlement.—They obtained a Charter from King
CHarLEs the Firft, wherein his Majefty was pleafed to
racoznize to them a Liberty to worthip Gop according
t> the Dictates of their Confcience ; a Blefiing which in
thofs unhappy Times was denied to them in their own
Country: And the Rights, Liberties, Privileges and
Immunities of his natural born Subjeéts within the
Realm. This Charter they enjoyed, having punétually
falflled the Conditions of it, 'til it was vacated, aswe
conceive, arbitrarily, in the Reign of King CHARLES
the Second. After the Revolution, that grand /Era of
ritifh Liberty, when King WirrLianm and Queen Ma-
Ry of Zlorious and blefled Memory were eftablithed on
the Throne, the Inhabitants of this Province obtained
ansther Charter, in which the moit effential Rights
and Privileges contained in the former were reftored to
themn. Thus bleffed with the Liberties of Englifhmen,
they continued to increafe and multiply, ‘til as your
Lerdfhip knows, adreary Wildernefs is become a fruit-
ful Field, and a grand Source of national Weaith and
Glery. i
By the Common Law, my Lord, as well as fundry
Afs of Parliament from the Reign of EpwaRrD the
Third, the Children of his Majefty’s natural born Sub-
jets, born, paffing and repaffing the Seas, are entitled
2221l the Rights and Privileges of “his natural Subjeéts,
bern within the Realm. From hence the Conclufion
appezrs to be indifputable, that the Defcendents of his
Majelty’s Subjeéts in the Realm, who migrated with
the Confent of the Nation, and purchafed a Settlement
with their own Treafure and Blood, without any Aid
fzom the Nation ; who early acknowledged their Alle-
giance to the Crown of England; and have always ap-
provad themfelves faithful Subjects, and in many In-
fances given fignal Proofs of their Loyalty to their
King, and their irm Attachment and Afiction to their,
- —Mother Country s The Conclufion is ftrong, that ex-
cifive of any Confideration of their Charter, they are
extitled to the Rights and Privileges of the Britith Con-
sitution in common with their fellow Subjets in Bri-
tda.  And it is very remarkably the Senfe of the Bri-
tifh Nation that they are fo; as appears by an A& of
Pariiainent made in the 13th of his late Majety King
Grorcr the Second. The Preamble of that A¢t plain-
Iy prefuppofes it; and the Purview of the fame A&
euzbies aud direéts she Superior Court of Judicature of
this Province, a Coyrt ere@ed by the Authority of the
Geaeral Caurt, to naturalize Foreigners under certain
Conditions; whjch it is prefumed the Wifdom of the
Pzliamentwould not have empowered any People to do,
who were not tkemfelves deemed natural bora Subjeds.
. The Spirit of the Law of Nature and Nations fuppofes
toat all the free Subjeéts of any Kingdom, are entitled
equally to the Rights of the Conftitution ; for it appears
unnatural and unreafonable to affirm, that local, or any
other Circumftances, can jultly deprive any-Part of the

o cone st been

o 5o e

——€Concern-upon thi

pire may rightly leap the Bounds of it in the Exercife
of Power over the Subjeéts in America, any more than
over thofe in Britain.

When Mention is made of the Rights of American
Subjeéts, and the Intereft they have in the Britith Con-
ftitution, in common with all other Britith Subjeéts,
your Lordfhip is tco candid and juft in your Sentiments
to fuppofe, that the Houfe have the moft diftant
Thought of an Independency on Great-Britain.—They
are not infenfible of their Security and Happinefs in
Connexion with and Dependence on the Mother-State.
Thefe, my Lord, are the Sentiments of the Houfe and
of their Conftituents; and they have Reafon to believe
they are the Sentiments of all the Colonies: Thofe wha
are induftrioufly propagating in the Nation, a different
Opinion of the Colonifts, are not only doing the greateft
Injuftice to them, but an irreparable Injury to the Na.
tion itfelf.

It is the Glory of the Britith Conftitution that it has
its Foundation in the Law of GQD and Nature: It is
effentially a natural Right, that a Man fhall queitly
enjoy, and have the fole Difpofal of his own Property :
This Right is ingrafted into the Britith Conftitution,
and is familiar to the American Subjeéts : And your
Lordfhip will judge, whether any Necefity can render
it juft and equitable in the Nature of Things, that the
fupreme Legiflative of the Empire, thould impofe
Duties, Subtidies, Talliages and Taxes, internal or ex-
ternal, for the fole Purpofe of raifing a Revenue, upon
Subjééts that are not, and cannot, confidering their
local Circumftances, by any Poflibiiity be equaily re-
prefented, and confequently, whoie Confent cannot be
had in Parliament.

The.Security of Right and Pmperquis the great End
of Government, Surely then fuch Meafures as tend
to render Right and Property precarious, tend to de-
ftroy both Property and Government, for thefe muft
ftand or fall toge:Ker.-—Propcny is admitted to have
an Exiftence in the favage State of Nature: And if it
is neceflary for the Support of favage Life, it by no
Means becomes lefs fo in civil Society, The Houle in«
treat your Lordfhip to confider, whether a Colonift can
be conceived tq have any Property which he may call
his own, if it may be granted away by any other Body
without his Confent : And they fubmit to your Lord-
thip's Judgment, whether this was not aftually done,
when the A¢t for granting to his Majefty certain Duties
on Paper, Glafs, and other Articles, for the fole and
exprefs Purpofe of raifing a Revenue in America, was
made. It isthe Judgment of Lard Coke, that the Par-™
liament of Great-Britain cannot tax Ireland, ¢ quia
Milites ad Parliasnenturr: non mittant,””  And Sir Willilam
Jones, an eminent Jurift, declared it as his Opinion, to
King CuarrEes the Second, that he could no more
grant a Commiffion to levy Money on his Subjeéts in
Jamaica, without their Confent by an Aflembly, than
they could difcharge themfelves from their Allegiance
to the Crown,—Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to con.
fider that Ireland and Jamaica were both conquered ;
which cannct be faid of any of the Colonies, Canada
excepted 3 the Argument thgrefore is ftronger in Fa.

vour of the Colonies,

Qur Anceftors, when opprefled in the unfortunate
Reign of JarmEs the Second, foun_d Relief by the Inter-
pofition of the Parliament : But it is the Misfortune of
the Colonies at prefent, that by the Intervention of
that Power, they arc taxed ; and they can appeal for
Relief, from their final Decifion, to no Power on Earth,
for there is no Power on Earth above them. Your
Lordfhip will indulge the Houfe in exprefing a deep

A

Reafon, and it is the Opinion_of the_greateft Writers.
on the Law of Nature and Nations, that if the Parlia.
ment thould make any confiderable Change in the Con-

ftitution, and the Nation fhould be voluntarily filent -

upon it, this would bz confidered as an Approbation
of the A&.

But the Houle beg Leave to reprefent to your Lord-
fhip, that altho® the Right of Parliament to impofe
Taxes on the Colonics, without a Reprefentation there,
were indifputable, we huml;lf' conceive it m:\r be made
fully-to appear to be ynequal, that they fhould, at leaft
at prefent. Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to remem-

. ber, that by A of Parliamert, the Colonifts are pro-
hibited from importing Commodities and Manufaétures
of the Growth of Europe, faving a few Articles, except
from Great-Britain. This Probibition, not only oc-
cafions a much.greater Demand upon the Mother-
Country for her Manufaétures, but gives the Manu-
faQurers there the Advantage of .their own Price; and
can it be queftioned, my Lord, but the Colonifts are

Syht . . . . .
S Subje@s of the fame Prince, of the full Enjoyment of  obliged, by Means of this Policy, to purchafe the
:;.' Ialycf}a{vfx’.ru the Rights of that Conftitution, upon Whiclhythe Go- Brit%ﬂl Manufatures' at a much dearer Rate, than the
Diing. vernment itfelf is formed, and by which Sovereignty like Manufa&ures would be purchafed at, if they
8- and Allegience arc afcertained am( limited. Butyour were allowed to go to foreign Markets? Tt is a Lofs
N‘.\[\C\lf\,’\fg Lordfhip is fo thoroughly acquainted with the Extent %0 the Colonits, ;u_\d an cgual Gain to Great-Britain,
Tptadiad OIX the }Rights of Men and of Subje&s, as to renderit  The fame llmﬁ’fmgg-' h‘;’l osdg°°d “l'l’u:“'c*{}”% §° thl‘
5 altogether improper to take up any more of your Time many Articles of thewr Produce, w ich the Colonifts
P.R.XNTU_‘G on this Hcad.‘P i oy i are rycﬁrabnd by A& of Parliament from fending to
ISEMENTS, _There are, my Lord, fundamental Rules of the Con- foreign Ports.— This is, in Reality, a Tax, tho'
Lon G ¢s ftitution, -which it is humbly prefumed, neither the  an indirect one, an the Colonies; befides the Duties of
Long i ,‘n fupreme Le%ilhtivc, nor the fupreme Executive, can: Excife and Cuftoms lald on the Manufaétures in Great-
£ BLANKS alter. In all frce” States, the Conftitution is fixed : It  Britain. A celebrated Britifh Writer on Trade, com-
e is from thencs that the Legiflative derives its Autho.  putes the artificial Value arifing from thefe Duties, to
er ,BONDS Tity; therefore it cannot change the Conftitution with-  be not lefs than Fifty per Cent. Your Lordfhip will
& 'c‘rfor‘mcd out deftroying its own Foundation. = If then the Cén.  then form an Eftimate of the Part thatis paid by the
P¢ ftitution of Great-Britain is the common Right of all  Colonies unon the Importation into America, which is
T ool Britith Subjedts, it-is humbly refersd to your Lordfip's . generally {aid to he at Jgaft she Yalue of Two Millions
/ : Julgment, wheiher the fupreme Legifiative of the Em-  Sterling, : ;
(
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_the State: They apply to you, as a

e

The Houfe is not, at this Time, complaining of this
Policy of the Mother-State ; but beg your Lordthip's
impartial and candid Confideration, whether it is not
grievous to the Colonies to be additionally taxed upon
the Commodities of Great-Britain here—and to be on:ly
charged with the defending and fecuring his Majefty’s
Colonies, after they have chearfully borne their full
Proportion of maintaining his Majefty's Rights in this
Part of his Dominions, and redycing his Enemies ta
iermsiofaReaces

Your Lordfhip will allow the Houfe to exprefs their
Fears, that the Coloni¢s have been mifreprefented to
his Majefty's Minifters and the Parliament, as having

an undutiful Difpofition towards his Majefty, and 2
Difaffettion to the Mother-Kingdom. It has, 'til a
few Years paft, been the Ufage for his Majefty’s Re-
quifitions to be laid before the Reprelentatives of his
People in America. And we may venture to appe:l
to your Lordfhip, that the People of this Provincs
have been ready to afford their utmoft Aid for his Ma-
jefty’s Service. It would be grievous to his moft faith-
ful Subjeéts, to be called upon for Aid, in a Manner
which implies a Miftruft of a free and chearful Com,
pliance; and the Houfe intreat yaur Lordfhip's Confi-
deration, whether our Enemies, at leaft, would not
infer a Want of Duty and Loyalty in us, when the
Parliament have judged it neceflary to compel us hy
Laws for that Purpofe ; as by the late Aéts for raifing
a Revenue in America, and the A& for preventing
Mutiny and Defertion ; in the latter of which the Go-
vernor and Council are direéted to (upply the King’s
Troops with enumerated Articles, and the People arc
required to ‘pay the Expence. But, befides, your
Lordfhip will judge whether the Execution of this A
can comport with the Exiftence of a free Legiflative in
Anmerica, 4

It is unnatural to expet, that the fupreme Executive
Power can long exift, 1f the fupreme Legiflative fhould
be deprefled and deftroyed. In order therefore to fup-
port the fupreme Executive of his Majeity at fo great
a Diftance, in the Perfon of his Governor, Judges
and other executive Officers, it feems neceffary t al
there fhould be a Legiflative in America, as perfe&tly,
free as can confilt with a Subordination to the fuprems
Legitlative of the whole Empire. Sucha Legiflative is
conftituted by the Royal Charter of this Province: In
this Charter, my Lord, the King, for himfglf, his Heirg
and Succeffors, grants to the General Afferably, full
Power and Authority to impofe and levy proportionable
and reafonable Affeilments, Ratesand Taxes upon the
Eftates and Perfons of the Inhabitants, to be iffued and

difpofed of, by Warrant under the Hand of the Go-
vernor, with the Advice and Confent of the Council,
for the Service of his Majefty, in the neceflary Defence
and Support of his Government of the Province, and
the Prote&ion and Prefervacion of the Inhabitants, ac-
cording to fuch Afw, as are, or thall be in Force in
the Province. And the Houfe are humbly of Opinion,
that the legiflative Powers in the feveral Colonies in A-
merica, were originally ereéted upon Convition, that
the Subjeéts there, could not be reprefented in the Su-
preme Legiflative ; and confequently, that there was a
Neceflity that fuch Powers fhould be ereted.

Itis by no Means, my Lord, a Difpofition in the
Houfe, to difpute the juft Authority of the fupreme
Legiflative of the Nation, that induces them thus to
addrefs your Lordthip; buta warm Senfe o
to their Prince, and they humbly apprehend, a )
Concern for their natural and conftitutional Rights,
They beg your Lordthip would excufe their trefpafling |/

our Time and_Attention to the great Affairs of

YO RASyAR MITCT
Rights of Mankind, and of Britifh Subjelts.” As A
mericans, they implore your Lordfhip’s Patronage and
befeech you to reprefent their Grievances to the l_&mg,
our Sovereign, and employ your happy Influence for
their Relief, ; Signed by the SPEARER. |

¢

At an Adjournment of the Meeting of the Freeholders, &} 8
and other Inhabitants of this Town, the f:ollowm; 5ol
Letter was reported by the Committee appointed for
that Purpofe, «iz.

Teo the ingenicus AUTHOR of certain Patristic Letiersy 4815
Jubferibed, A FARMER.
MucH RESPECTED SIR!

"N IHEN the Rights and Liberties of the numerous ¥/
and loyal Inhabitants of this extenfive’ Conti- [i§

nent are in imminent Danger—when the inveterate , £
Enemies of thefe Colonies are not more affiduous to ¢
forge Fetters for them, than diligent to delude ths.
People, and zealous to perfuade them to an indolent {3
‘Acquicfcence: At this alarming Pericd, when-to reluctiy
is deemed a Revolt, and to oppofe fuch Meafures asf
are injudicious and deftructive, is conftrued a3 a formal i
Attempt to fubvert Order and Government § when tof
yeafon is to rebel; and a ready Submiffion to the Rog

i

of Power, is folicited by the Tenders of Place and Pa-
tronage, or urged by the Menace of Danger and Dif<{
obliged, for a moft feafonable, fenfible, loyal and vigo

rous Vindication of her invaded Rights and Liberties J335
when many cf the Friends of Liberty were ready to fea ( Y
its utter Subverfion ; armed with Truth, fupported b aM
tance of Man, and leaning on the Pillars of the Bzrglilii
s Conftitution: You {Felnfonably brought your Aici

grace: ‘Tis to YOU, worthy Siz 1 that AMERICA 11
*Tis to YOU, the diftinguithed Honour is due; tha

the immutable Laws of Nature, the common Inbert§ )
c;zg')f:d impending Ruin, awakened the me ind<.>l
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