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Ay pzar CoUuNTRYMEN, :
fscimescomimeecds HAVE made fome Obfervations

’:,;: ! on the Purpcres for which Money
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P . § late A of Parliament. I fhall
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1%, they will be found effectually to supersEDE
het uthority in our refpective Affemblics, which is
moiefiential to Liberty.  The Queftion is not whe-
e fome Branches fhall be lopt off---The Ax is laid
the Reot of the Tree; and the whole Body mutt
infuilibly perifh, if we remain idle Spectators of the
W ."r(. "

No free People cver exifted, or ever can exift,
:t keeping, to ufe a common, but ftrong Ex-
fon, ¢ the Purfe Strings” in their own Hands.
\Where this is the Cafe, shey have a confitutienal Check
vpon thre Adminiftration, which- may thereby be
trought into order without Violence; but, where fuch
a Power is not lodged in the Pecple, Oppreflion pro-
ceeds uncontrouled in its Career, till the govgmed,
tranfported into Rage, fecks Redrefs in the midft of
Bleed and Confufion. g

The elegant and ingenious Mr. Hume, fpeaking of
the dizlo-Nerman Government, fays, ¢ Princes and
~ Minifters were too ignorant to be themfelves fen-
¢ fible of the Advantages attending an equitable Ad-
miniftration ; and there was no eftablithed Coun-
cl, or Afirbly, WHICH COULD PROTECT THE
PeopLe; and, BY WITHDRAWING Sunuss',
regularly and peaceably admonifh the King of his
“ Duty, and exsure THE EXECUTION OF THE
SRTN Y s

Thus, this great Man, whofe political Refle&tions
are fo much admired, makes this Poaver one of the
Foundations of Liberty.

The Exglyb Hiftory abounds with Inftances, pro-
ving, that this is the proper.and fuccefsful Way to
obtain Redrefs of Grievances. How often have Kings
and Minifers endeavoured to throw off this legal
Curb upon them, by attempting to raife Money by
a Variety of Inventions under Pretence of Law, with-
out having Recourfe to Parliament ? And how often
have they been brought to Reafon, and peaceably
cbliged to do Juftice, by the Excrtion of this confti-
wtional Authority of the People, velted in their Re-
prefentatives ?

The Inhabitants of thefe Colonies have, on num-
berlefs Occafions, reaped the Benefit of this Autho-
rity Laged in their Afjemblies.

Ithas been for a” long Time, and now is, a con-
ftant Infiru@tion to all Governors, ¢ cbrain a perma-
ment Suppert, for the Offces of Government.  But, as the
Author of the Adminiftration of the Colonies fays,
*“ this Order of the Crown is generally, if not uni-
¢ verfally, rejected by the Legiflatures of the Colo-
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Tk perfe@tly know kowv much their Grievances
would be regarded, if they had 7o ctber Method of
¢ngaging Attention, than by complaining. Thofe
*o rule, are extremely apt to think well of the Con-
frudions made by themfelves, in Support of their
own Power.  Thefe are frequently erroneous and per-
ficious to thofe they govern---Dry Remonftrances, to
fiew, that fuch Conftrudtions are wrong, and oppref-
e, carry very little Weight with them, in the Opi-
zion of Perfons, who gratify their own Inclinations
in making thefe Conftrutions. Tkey cannoT under-
ltand the Reafoning that oppofes their Power and De-
fires : But let it be made rheir Intereft to underftand
fuch Reafoning---and a wenderful Light is inftantly
torewn on the Matter; and then rejeted Remon-
#rances become as clear as ¢ Proofs of Holy Writ ».”
_ The Three moft important Articles, that our Af-
f‘,mn“llfls. or any Legiflatures, can provide for, are:
*ii—The Defence of the Society : Secondly—The
“éminitiration of Juftice: And, ‘Thirdly—The Sup-
Fertof Civil Govérnment.

aothing can properly regulate the Expence of
f‘-»fﬂl:" Provifion for thefe Occaficns, but the Neces-
-l of the Society 5 s Abilities 5 the Cenveniency of
g ..\Iodc.s of levying Money among them ; the Aan-
'('ﬂ" n which the "Laws have been executed ; and the
(fmwﬂ of the Officers of Government ; all avhich are
"-‘Kllmﬂnnccs.thnt cannot poflibly be properly £rowx,
“;lflb,v the Scciety itfelf ; or, if they fhould be known,

i Sn:c‘i'etl;f.°babl}', be properly cemfidered, but by
——
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If Money may be raifed upen us, by others, with-
out our Confent, for our ‘¢ Defence”, thofe who are
the Judges in lezying it, muft alfo be the Judges in
applying it.  Of Confequence, the Morey faid to be
taken trom us, for cur Defence, may be employed ¢
cur Injury.  We may be chained in by a Line of
Fortifications; obliged to pay for building and main-
t:Lining them; and be 70/, that they are for our
Defence.  With what Face can we difpute the Fag,
after having granted, that thofe who apply the Mo-
ney, had a Right to /<y it? For furely, it is much
calier for their Wifdom to underftand how to attly it
in the beft Manner, than how to lewy it in the bett
Manner.  Befides, the Right of /evying is of infinite-
ly more Confequence than that of agtlying. The
Peoplc of England, that would burft out into Fary, if
the Crown fhould attempt to levy Money, by its own
Authority, have afligned to the ‘Crown ‘the Applica-
tion of Money.

As to “ the Adminiftration of Juftice” —the Judges
ought, in a well regulated State, to be equally inde-
pendant of the legiflative Powers. Thus, in Englaxd,
Judges hold their Commiffions from the Crown,
¢ during gocd Behawicur;” and have Salaries, fuitable
to their Dignity, fettled on them, by Parliament.
The Purity of the Courts of Law, fince this Eftablifh-
ment, is a Proof of the Wifdom with which it was
made.

But in thefe Colonies, how fruitlefs has been every
Attempt to have the Judges appointed during good
Behaviour: Yet, whoever confiders the Matter, will
foon perceive, that JSuch Cemmiffions are, beyond all
Comparifon, more neceffary in thefe Colonies, than
they are in England.

‘The chief Danger to the Subje& there, arofe from
the arbitrary Defigns of the Creaun; but bere, the
Time may come, when we may have to contend with
the Defigns of the Crewex, and of a mighty Kingdem.
What then will be our Chance, when the Laws of
Life and Death are to be fpoken by Judges totally
dependant on that Crown and Kingdom—fent over,
perhaps, from thence—filled with Britifh Prejudico—
and backed by a ftanding Army, {fupported out of
OUR own Pockets, to “ afert and maintain” oux
“ own Dependance and Oéedience 7

But, fuppofing, that through the extreme Lenity
that will prevail in the Government threugh all fitare
ges, thefe Colonies never will behold any Thing
like the Campaign of Chief Juttice Feffereys, yer
what innumeragle A&s of Injuftice may be commit-
ted, and how fatally may the Principles of Liberty be
fapped, by a Succeffion of Judges, utterly indegpendant of
the People ? Before fuch Judges, the fupple Wretches,
who chearfully join in avowing Sentiments inconfif-
tent with Freedom, will always meet with Smiles ;
while the honeft, and brave Men, who difdain to
facrifice their native Land to their own Advantage,
but, on every Occafion, boldly vindicate her Caufe,
will conﬂantfy be regarded with Frowns.

There are Two other Confiderations relating to
this Head, that deferve the moft ferious Attention.

By the late A&, the Officers of the Cuftoms are
‘¢ impowered to enter into any House, Warchoufe,
¢ Shop, Cellar, or other Place in the Britifh Colo-
¢ nies or Plantations in America, to fearch for, or.
¢ feize prohibited or unaccuftomed Gocds,” &9, on
¢ Writs granted by the inferior or fupreme Court of
¢ Jultice having Jurifdiftion within fuch Colony or
¢ Plantation refpe@tively.”

If we only refle@, that the Judges of thefe Courts
are to be, during Pleafure that they are to have
‘¢ adeguate Provifion”” made for them, which is to
continue during ‘their cemplaifant Behawicsr——that
they‘may be Strangers to thefe Colonies what an
Engine of Oppreflion may this Autherity be in fuch
Hands ?

I'am well aware that Writs of this kind may be
granted at home, under the Seal of the Court of Ex.
chequer: But I know alfo, that the greateft Affertors
of the Rights of Englitmen have always firenuoufly
contended, that fuch a Poqver was dangerous to Free-
dom, and exprefsly contrary to the Common Law,
which ever regarded 2 Man’s Heufe as his Caftle, or
a Place of perfe&t Security.

If fuch a Power is in the leaft Degree dangerous
there, it muft be utterly deftru@ive to Liberty /Jere.
For the People there have Two Securities againft the
undue Exercife of this Power by the Crown, which
are waming with us, if the late A& takes place. In
the firft Place, if any Injuftice is done there, the Per-
fon injured may bring his Aétion againtt the Offen-
der, and have 1t tried by 1NDEPENDANT Jubces,
who are * xo ParTiEs IN coMMITTING THE In-
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* The Writs fot fearchin Houfes, in Englard, are
to be granted under the Seal of the Court of Exche-
quer, according to the §tatutce—and that Seal is kept
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 4 Infl.
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JURY. Mere he muft have it tried before DEPEN-
DANT Jubpcrs, being the Men who GRANTED THE
Wrir.,

To fay that the Caufe is to be tried by a Jury, can
n:'ver_~ reconcile Men, who have any Idea of Free-
dom, “to J«ck a Power. For, we know, that Sheriffs,
in almotit every Colony on this Continent, are tozally
dependant on the Crown; and packing of Juries
has been frequently pradtifed even in the Capiral of
the Bricih Empire. Even if Juries are well inclined,
we have too many Inftances of the Influence of over.
bearing unjut Judges upon them. The brave and
wiie Men, who accomplithed the Revolution, thought
the Indcpendancy of Judges eflential to Freedom.

The other “Sicurity which the People have at
home, but which we fhall want here, is this : If this
Power is abufed there, the Parliament, the grand Re-
fource of the oppreit People, is ready to afford Re.
lief. Redrefs ot Grievances muit precede Grants of
Money. But what Regard can ave expedt to have
paid to our Affemblies, when they will not hold even
the puny Privilege of French Parliaments — that of
regiftering the Edicts that take away our Moncy, be-
fore they are put in Execution.

Tke fecond Confideration above hinted at, is this :
There is a Confution in our Laws, that is quite un-
known in Great-Britain.  As this cannot be deferi-
bed in a more clear or exadt Manner, than has been
done by the ingenious Author of the Hiftory of
New-2erg, Ibeg Leave to ufe his Words: « The
State of our Laws opers a Docr to much Centroves-
fy. The Unzertcinty, with refpedt to them, RExDERS
ProrrrTyY PRECARIOUS, and GREATLY EXPOSES
US TO THE ARBITRARY Drciston or vwjuer
Jvoces. The Common Law of Ergland is general-
ly received, together with fuck Statutes as were enaft.
ed before w= had 2 Legiflature of our own; but our
Courts EXERCISE A SOVEREIGN AuTHer:iTY, in
determining avbat Parts of tée Commen and Stetud
Lazv ought to be extended ; for it muft ke admitted,
that the Difirence of Circumfances necelTarily requires

us, in fome Cafes, to RLJECT the Determination of

écth. In many Inftances they have alfo extended
even Adts of Parliament, paffed fince we had a dif-
tinét Legiflature, avhich is greatly aacding 10 cur Cen-
Sufion.  The Practice of our Courts is no jefs ancertain
than the Law. Some of the Engli/> Rules are adopt-
cd, others rejeted. Two Things therefore feem to
be ABSOLUTELY NECEssary for the Pueric Sg-
cuvriTy. Firft, the pailing an A& ror 1'c::1ing the
Extent of the Ergli/p Laws. Secondly, That the
Courts ordain a general Sct of Rules for the Regu-
lation of the Practice.”

How eafy it will be, under this « State of our
Laws,” foran artful Judge to a& in the moft arbitrary

Manner, and yet cover his Condpét under fpecious

Pretences ; and how difficult it will be for the injured
People to obtain Redrefs, may be readily perceived.
We may take a Voyage of Three Thoufand Miles to
complain; and, after the Trouble and Hazard we
have undergone, we may be tcld, that the Collettion
of the Revenue, and Maintainance of the Preroga-
tive, muft not be difcouraged. And, if the Ivﬁf.
behaviour is fo grofs, asto admit of no Juftification,
it may be faid, that it was an Error in Judgment
only, arifing from the Confufion of our Laws, and
the Zeal of the King’s Servantsto do their Duty.

If the Commiflions of Judges are durirg the Pleafure
of tke Crown, yet, if their Saln{ics are during the Plea-
Jure ¢f the Pecple, there will be fome Check upon their
Conduét. Few Men will confent to draw on them-
felves the Hatred and Coatempt of thofe among
whom they live, for the empty Honour of being
Judges. It is the fordid Love of Gain that tempis
Men to turn their Backs on Virtue, and pay their
Homage where they ought not.

As to the Third Particu!ar, the « Support of Civil
Government,” few Words will be fuficient. Every
Man cf the leaft Undcrilanding muft know, that the
executive Power may be excrcifed in a Manner fo die
agrecable and harrafiing to the People, that it is ab-
folutely requifite, bz fhould be enabled by the
gentlett Methed which human Policy has vet’ been
ingenious ensugh to invent, that is, & the frutting
their Hards, to ¢ apsoxtsn” (as M. Hume fays)
certain-Perfons ¢ or THEiR DuTy.”

What fhall we now think, when, upon lcoking in-
to the late A&, we find the Affemblics of thefe Pro-
vinces thereby ftript of their Authoriiy on thefe fe-
veral Heads? The declared Intention of that Act is,
* That a Revenue flould be raiiii in his Majaiiy's
Dominions in America, for making a moie certain
and adequate Provifion for defraying the Charge of
the ddmini/iration of Fudice, and the Suppors of Cravil
Govermwreat, in fuch Provinees where it inall be found
neceflary 5 and towards furtiier defraying the Ex-

pences of defending, pectiliing, end Jecurirg the faid
”» =
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