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FARMER iz PennsyLvamia, to for a Succefion of Ages. The Terms that have s Moi:ei drawtl witbeat their Confent from a Society; AR
LﬁﬂgRrirmbi:mu of the Britith Celemics, been mentioned, and amon%the reft, thatof ¢‘Tax,”” who have conftantly enjoyed a {onﬁimdoxul Mizd 1 8

TR B R Ve
N Objettion, I hear, has been
made againft what I 6ffered in my
Second Letter, which I would wil.

=X ,
& ?A % lingly clear up beforel roceed.
@_4} «« There is,)? fay thefe Objectors,
el « a material Difference between
oo’ I.@n\—ﬂ?— the Stamps A8, and the late A& for
laying a Duty on Paper, &c. that juftifies the Con-
de@ of thofe who oppofed the former, and yet are
willing to fubmit to the latter. The Duties impofed
by the Stamp-Ad were internal Taxes; b-ut the pre-
fent are external, and therefore the Parliament may
have a Right to impofe them.” . :
T, tkis 1 anfwer, with a total Denial of the Power
of Parliament to lay upon thefe Colonies any Tax
achatever.” i )
This Point, being fo important to this, and to fic-
ceeding Generations, I with to be clearly underﬂopd,
To the Word ¢ Tax,” I annex that Meaning
which the Conftitution and Hiftory of England require
to be annexed toit; that is—that it is an Impofition
on the Subject for tge fole Purpofe of levying Money:
In the early Ages of our Monarchy, certaia Ser-
vices were rendered to the Crown for the general
ood. Thefe were . perfenal ®: But in procefs of
ime, fach Inftitutions being found inconvenient ;
Gifts and Grants of their own Property were made by
the People, under the feveral Names of Aids, Tal-
lages, Tafks, Taxes, and Subfidies. Thefe were
made, as may be collected even from the Names, for
public Service, upon ‘¢ Need and t+ Necefity.” All
thefe Sums were levied upon the People by Virtue of
their voluntary 1 Gift. 'Their Defign was to ful::KOrt
the National Honour and Intereft. Some of thofe
Grants comprchended Duties arifing from Trade ;
being Impofts on Merchandizes. Thefe Lord Chief
fufﬁcc Coke claffes under ¢¢ Subficies,” and ¢ Par-
iamentary Aids.” They are alfo called ¢ Cuftoms.”
But whatever the Name was, they were always ccn-
fidered as Gifts of the Pesple to thy Cronum, to be em-
ployed for Public Ufes.
Commerce was at a low Ebb, and furprizing In-
ftances might be produced how little it was attended

L E

® It is very worthy of Remark, how watchful our
wife Ancefltors were, leaft their Services thould be in-
creafed, beyond what the Law allowed. No Man was
bound. to go out of the Realm to ferve the King.
Therefore, even in the conquering Reign of Henry V.
when the martial Spirit of t ation was highly in-
flamed by the heroic Courage 8f their Prince, and by
his great Succefs, they ftill carefully guarded againft the
Eftablithment of illegal Services. ¢« When this Point
(fays Lord Chief Juftice Coke) concerning Maistenance
of ‘Wars out of England, came in Queftion, the Com<
Mons did make their continual Claim of their ancient
Freedom and Birtbrigtt, as in the 1ft of Henry V. and in
the sth of Henry V. &c. the CoMmoNs made 2 PRO-
TEST that they were not bound to the Maintainances
of War in Scotland, Ireland, Calice, France, Normandy,
or other foreign Parts, and caufed their PROTESTS
to be entered into the Parliament Rolls, where they
yet remain ; which in Effe& agreeth with that, which,
wpon like Occafibn, was made in this Parliament of
aith Edward 1.* 2d Inft. P. 528.

4+ 4th Inft. 28.

'3 Reges Angliee, nikil tale, nif convocatis primis ordi—™Majetty-tbe Pr

#ibus, et afentiente Populo fafcipiunt. Phil. Comines.
Thefe Gifts entirely depending on the Pleafure of
the Donors, were proportioned to the Abilities of the
feveral Ranks of People who gave, and were regulated
by their Opinion of the public Neceffities. Thus Ed-
avard I. had, in his 11th Year a Tkirtieth from the La-
”’;’ a Tawentieth from the Ci ; in his 22d Year, a
enth from the Laity, a Sixth. from London, and other

& in his 23d Year, an Eleventh from the Barons and
others, a Tentd from the: Clergy, a Sevemth from the
Burgeffes, &c. “Hume's Hiftory of England.
he fame' Difference in the Grants.of the feveral
Ranks is obfervable in other Reigns.
In the famous Statute de 7«

King enumerates the feveral Clafes, without whofe

Confent, he and his Heirs never fhould fet or levy any -

Tax——¢ Nullum Tallagium, wel Auxilivsm, per nos, vel
Heredes nmcfiros in Regma mofiro. ponatur feu levetur, fine
Veluntate et Afenfu Arcbicpifcoporum, Comitum, Baronun,
Militurm, BmE am, o liberorum Com. de Regno
noflro,” i:*t favard 1. - ) ’
Lord Chief. Juftice Coke, in his Comment on thefe
ords, fays—¢¢ For the qux;ﬁn of the Cemmons,
and for a perpetugl and conflant Lav, fer ever after, both
In this, AND §THER LiKE CAsEs, this A& was made.”
Thefe Words are plain}’ WiTHOUT ANY SCRUPLE,

;,bfolm..?n'x‘uon'r ANY SAVING." 3d Coke's Inft,
Pa, ¢33, 533. Little did the venerable Judge ixiu%ne,

_that, “ OTRLA Likk Caszs”.would happen, ‘in which
the Spirit of this Law would be defpifed by Englimex,
ade it,

alf of their Bentfices from the Cler- -

105 nom concedends, the -

., Taxes

had obtained a National Parliamentary Meaning;
drawn from the Principles of the Conftitution, long
before any Erglifbman thought of Regalations of Trade
by the Impofition of Dutits, : -

Whenever we fpeak of ¢ Taxes” among Engli/b-
men, let us therefore fpeak 6f them with Reference
to the Intextions with which, and the Prixciples on
which they have been eftablithed. This wxﬁ ive
Certainty to our Expreflion, and Safety to our (%tlm-
dué : But if, when we have in View, the Liberty
of thefe Colonies, and the Influence of Taxes laid
without our Confent, we proceed in any other
Courfe, we purfue 2 * Fune indeed, but fhall only
catch a Cloud.

In the National Parliamentary Senfe, infifted on,
the Word ¢ Tax’ + was certainly underitood by the
€ongrefs at New-Yert, whofe Refolves may be faid
to form the Ametican * Bill of Rights.”

The Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Refolves ars
thus expreft:

II. ¢ That it is infeparably effential to the Fresdem
of a People, and the undenbted Right of E;gl:?ua,’ that

O TAX be impofed on them, &af avith their own
Cenfent, given perfonally, ot by their Reprefeata-
tives.”

IV. ¢ That the People of the Colonies are not,
and, from their local Circumftances, cannot be re-
prefented in the Houfe of Commons, in Great-Bri-
tain.”’

V. ¢ That the only Reprefentatives of the People
of the Colonies, are the scrfons chofen therein by
themfelves : and that NO TAXES ever have been,
or can be conftitutionally impof¢d on them, but by
their refpe@ive Légiflatures.”

VI. < That oL Sugplies o the Crown, being free
Gifts of the People, it is unreafonable and inconfifient
avith the Principles and Spirit of the Britifb Conflitution;
for the People of Great-Britain to grant to his Ma-
jefty; the Property of the Coleries:”

Here is no Diftin@ion made between internal and
eXternal Taxes. It is evident from the fhort Reafon-
ing thrown into thefe Refolves, that every Impofition
<Eito ﬁr:mt to his Majefty the Property of the Colenies,”
was thought a Tax ; and that every fuch Impofition,
if laid any other Way, but ¢ with their Confent
given perfonally, or by their Reprefentatives,” was
not only ¢¢ unreafonable+and inconfiftent with the
Principles and Spirit of the Britip Conftitution,”
but deftruive ¢ to the Freedom of a Pedple.”

This Language isclear and important. A ¢ T'Ax,”
means an Impofition to raife Money. Such Perfons
therefore, as {peak of internal ahd external ¢ Taxes,”
I pray may pardon me, if I objet to that E:hprcﬂion,
as applied to the Privileges and Interefts of thefe Co-
lonies. There may be izternal and external Impost-
Tions, founded on diferent Principles, and having
aiffirent Tendencies ; every ¢ Tax” being an Impofi<
tion, though every Impofition is nota ¢ Tax.”” But
all Taxes are founded on the fame Principle ; and have
the fame Tenderty.

External Impofitions, for the Regulation of our.
Trade, do not ¢ grant to his Majefty the Property of
the Celoxies.”” ‘They only prevent the Colonies acquirin
i , in Things not neceffary, in a Manner jud 5
to be injurious to the Welfare of the whole Empire.
But the laft Statute. refpe&ting us, ¢ grants to his
ty of the Colemies,” by laying Duties
on the Manufa@ures of Great-Britain, which they
smusT take, and which fhe fettled on them, on Pur-
pofe that they snovuLp take.

What { Tax can be more internal than this? Here

® The Goddefs of Empires, in the Heathen Mytho-
logy, according to an ancient Fable, Lxien purfues her,
but the éfcaped in a Cloud.

+ If this Senfe Mantefyuien ufes the Waord ¢ Tax,™
in his 13th Book of Spint of Laws.: A

t It feems to be evident) that Mr. Pitty in his De.
fence of Amrita, during the Debate concerning the
Repeal of the Stamp-A&; by ¢ internal Taxes™ meant
any Duties ¢ for the Purpofe of raifing a Revenue ;"
and, by * external Taxes," meant ¢ Duties impofed
for the Regulation of Trade.” His Exprefions are
thefe——s¢¢ If the Gentleman does not underftand the
Difference between internal and external Taxes, I can-
not help it ; but thére is a plain Diftin@ion between

revicd pOR the PURPOSES OF RAISING A REVEs

Nue, and Duties impofed For THE RE2GULATION oF
Trapg, for the Accommodation of the Subjet; al.
though in the Confeguences, fome Revenue might in.
cidentally arife from the latter.™
~ Thofe
Gtxiville, who faid he'tould not unde: the Diffes
‘rence between external and interzal Taxes. But Mr..
Pitt in his firft Speech has made no fuch Diftin&ion ;
and his Meaning; when- he mentions the Ditm&ion
appears to be——that, by ¢ exfernal Taxes™ he in-

tended Impofitions for the Purpofe’ of regulating we -
. 9 iia

" bited the Colonies from jupplying each other avith; or

Words were, in Mr. Pitt's h:sly to Mr. |

of raifing all Money atnong themfelves. The Pay-
meht of this Tax they hive no poflible Method of
avoidibg; as they cahnof do without the Com-
inodities on which it is laid, and they cannot ma-
nufafture thefe Commodities themfelves. Befides,
if this 'unhappy Country fhould be fo lucky, as
to elude this A& by getting Parchment enough
in thé Place of Paper, or by reviving the ancient
Method of writing on Wax and Bar#; and by in-
venting fomething to ferve inftead of Glafs, he |
Ingenuity would ftand her in little Stead ; for then
the Parliament would have nothing to do, butto -
prohibit fuch Manufaltures, or to lay a Tax on Hats

and Weellen Cloaths, which they have already prohi-

on Infiruments and Tools of Stee/ and Irow, which (#¥43
they have prohibited the Provincials from manafadiu- &
ring at™ all. And then what little Gold and Silver, .
they have, muft be torn from their Hands, or they :
will not be able in a fhort Time to get an Ax ¢ for,

cutting their Firewood, nor a Plough for faifing their ;
Food. In what Refpe@ therefore, I beg Leave to
afk, is the late A& preferable to the Stamp-A&, or. ¢
more confiftent with the Liberties of the Colonies ? 2
For my own Part, ¢ I regard them both with equal
Apprehenfion; and think they ought to be inths |
fame Manner oppofed,” Y,

¢ Habeus quidem Senatas Cw;/';l:im,-—-—-rm;m B i
Gladiam in Vagina repofitum.”’

« We have a Statute laid up for future Ufe, liks : A
a Swotd in the Scabbard.” f 53

Intercourfe of the Colonies with others; and, by ¢ #xs §
ternal Taxes”, he intended Impofitions for the Purpofa
oF taking Money from them. : 7
In every other Part of his Speeches on that Occafion, i &iil
his Worts contfirm this Conftitution of his Expreflions. MEfRE
The following Extrafts will fhew how pofitive and ge- |
neral were his Affertions of our Right. -
« It is my Opinion, that this Kingdom has no &
RIGHT to lay A Tax upon the Colonies.™ The &$
Americans are the SONs, not the BasTarps of £ng 3
land. TAXATION is No PART of the governing or ke- ¢
giflative Power.——¢ The Taxes are a voluntary Gift &
and Grant of the Cemmons ALONE. In LEGISLATION, §§
the TurEE Eftates of the Realm are ALIKE concerned, |
but the Concurrence of the PEErs and ‘the CrowxX;
to a TAx, is only neceffary to clofe with the Foru of{
a Law, the GiFT and GRANT is of the Commons {§
ALONE."=a—(¢ The Diffinétion between LEGISLATION %
axd TAXATION it effentially neceffary to Liberty.”
The CommoNs of dmerica, reprefented in their feve
ral Affemblies, have ever been in Pofleflion of the Ex
ercife of this, their conftitutional Right; of civine %
and GRANTING their OWN/MoNeyY. They avould bave
béen SLAVES if they bad nst enjoyed iti=—The Idea of }§
a wirtial Reprefentation of America in this Houfe, is
the moft contemptible Idea that ever entered into theld
Head of Man-=—It does not deferve a ferious Refutas
tion.™ -
He afterwards thews the Ynreafonablenefs of Grear
Britain taxing America, thus—*¢ When I had the Ho-
nour of ferving his Majefty, I availed myfelf of the}:
Means of Information, which I derived from my Qf-
fice; I SPEAK THEREFORE FROM KNOWLEDGE. . M
Materials were good. I was at Paiffs to colleZ, to dixdl
gty to confider &:m, and I avill be bold to affirm,. that} i
the Profit to Great-Britain, from the Trade of the CasH™
lonies, through all its Branches, is Two MiLLIONEE
A YEAR. +s is the Fund that carried you triume<}
phantly through the lat War. The Eftates that were!]
fated at Two Thoufand Pounds a Year, Threefcorgy
Years ago, are at Three Thoufand Pounds at pr€fen
Thofe Eftates fold then from Fifteen to Eighteen Ye:
Purchafe ; the fame may now be fold for Thirty. ¥o
OWE THIS TO AMERICA. ‘THIS IS THE PRICE THA
AMERICA PAYS YOU FOR HER PROTECTION.™ 13
¢¢ I dare not fay how much higher thefe Profits mayd
be augmented.”————¢¢ Upon the Whole, I will begy
Leave to tell the Houfe what is really ,m{ Opinion.
is, that the Stamp-Act be repealed abfolutely, totall
and immediatdly. - That the Reafon for the' Repeal bel
ed, becaufe it was founded on in IRRONEROCEESY
PRINCIPLE. o T .
® -And that Pig and Bar Iron made ir his Majefty
Colonies in America, may be FURTHER MANUFAC
TURED IR TH1s KINGDOM, be it further then enalted
the Authority aforefaid,’ that from axgd after th
-fourth Day of Yune, 1750, NO Mill, or oth' 3
Engine, for{ﬂtf‘ ; or rolling of Irem, or any Plati
Ferge to work with a Tilt -, or any Furxace folel
ing, Stzel, Mall be erc&ed, or, after fuch EreCtiongy
mﬁn«d‘m sKY ornnx:hMAyl;Tr‘s CoLoN1Es 1788
ghica. 23 Geo. II, ch.j39. § 9. o
i 11, Tbo;tt:‘;_(e Pqnicula;: mhmc:éoncg :“ tmngt b
olitely néceflary, yet perhaps they are no efo,th
Gh&z our fevere Winters, to keep out the Cold Troas
otir Houfes; or, than Paper, without which fuch ines)
preffible Confufions mut eafoe. . .5 .. 17 :

)



