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tions on the abfurd Severity of our
Obf"},a\:vsnin the Cafe of THEFT.

[FremDr. DEeLANY's Difeourfes, juft publijbed. ]

CANNOT help obferving, with Concern,
that the Laws of our Land, in the Cafe of
Theft, are the moft unrjghxeous and un-
equitable that can be imagined.
Here, the ftealing of a Cow, ora Sheep,
is Death by the Law ! Now, what can tge more
‘L-_«,;ighuous, or abfurd than that the Life of a
Vian fhould be eftimated by that of a Cow ora
sheep } And, befides this, itis putting the high-
¢t 22d the loweft Guilt upon a monftrous Foot of
Equality : A Man muft go to the Gallows for
sesling a Sheep, and he can only go thither for
Merder, and with this Advantage, that he hath
{smetimes a better Chance of efcaping in the lat-
«r Cafe. Is not this reviving all the Cruelty and
[ziquity of Draco’s Laws, where Death was the
>umhment of the lowedt Crimes, as well as of
e higheft? And, after all, when the Thief is
oecuted, what Reparation is made to the Suf-
frer # None atall; if the Felon had any Pro-
itis forfeited to the Crown, and the poor
Man that was defrauded muft be at the Expence
22d Trouble of Profecution. And fo the Injury,
indead of being repaired, is aggravated ; and if
b+ fhould enter into any Meafures to have his Da-
mages rep-ired out of the Felon’s Subitance,
d:cz'gh perhaps his whole Being and Livelihood
in the World depended *upon it, this is ca'llcd
Compounding of Felony, and is interpreted into
cae of the moit heinous and punifhable Offences |
ke can be guilty of in Socicty ! sl
Whereas, if the Offender were either fold into |
another Country (where he was bound to labour, |
2nd his Frice, or a proper Part of it, paid to the |
Petfon injured by him) or were confined to labour |
2 home, in fuch Manner as that the Profits of his |
Labour might be applied to repay the Damages |
he did, the Injury might then be repaired ; and |
2 Vagrant, that ftole from Sloth and Idlencfs,
teing forced to hard Labour for a Seafon, would
zaturally acquire a Habit of honeit Induftry ; and

erty,

wealth as a Nufance, might be preferved as a pro- 1|

fuable Member ! Now all this Folly, and Abfur- |
dity, and Iniquity, arifes entirely from the Le- I
giflatare’s negle@ting to form and build itfelf up- |
¢n the Laws of GOD (Exod. xxii.) an Omiffion
which it is aftonifhing how any Chriftian Society |

could be guilty of !

L O N D O N

Extraf? of a Letter from Cephalonia, (a confiferable
Wand of Greece, belonging 1o the Venetians, ) O&. 18. |

« N the 31 of May laft we had 2 moft fu-
rious Hurricane, accompanied with Hail,
aslarge as Nuts, which feemed to threaten the total
Dedru@tion of the Ifland.  All the Steeples of the
Charches were blown down, the largelt Olive-]
Trees, as well as all other Sorts of Treey, torn up
by the Roots ; Country-Houfes and Vine-yards,
&c. carried away, and the Roofs were blown a-
bout in the Air like Leaves of Trees. The Sea,
which is always calm in the Port of Argoftoli,
fweled at this Time to fuch a Degree, that the
aves ran over the higheft Mountains; and as
they began to overflow the Town, our Terror was
inexprefiible, We all thought ourfelves on the
Brink of perifhing, without any pofiibility of Suc-
sur. Four Oxen, ufually employed in Labour,
ud which were then grazing in the Plains of
Lixuri, abont twa Miles from the Sea, were wafh-
away, and we were afterwards greatly furprifed
® find them on the Shore of Argoftoli, one of them
Bl alive, the three others dead. ‘This fatal Hur-
Tkaze continued 15.Minutes. Fo—

“On the 24th of July we felt a violent Sheck
¢f the Earth,. which lafted Three Minutes, and
was followed the fame Day ;by Three other flight

ity Days, and we @ill often feel pretty confider-
tle Shocks. - Many" Houfes have been thrown
down, and the ‘reft are nearly all damaged; fo

' and Regercy of Algiers,

acknowledge any Sum of Money due to the Grand |
in the Name of Tribute, and even ufed !
! the Tarkifh Officer very ill,
WEGG OB FHEHYIHE L F AN FRLE | mand it

t——Some-of-the laft-

Shocks have been general throughout the Ifland,
as well in the Plains as the Mountains ; and about
20 Perfons have perifhed,”

Dec. 18. We are informed, that the Money
arifing from the intended Improvements on the
forfeited Eftates in Scotiand, will be applied to.
wards repairing the feveral Fortifications in that
Kingdom, and for better encouraging the Herring
Fifhery.

They write from Lifbon, that an Earthquake
had lately bappened at the Iflands of St. George
and St. Michael, two of the Azores, in the latter
of which great Damage was done to the Vine-
yards.

Letters from Madrid fay, that the King of Spain
has forbid all the Preachers from mingling in their
Sermons any Thing relative to the prefent State of
Affairs in that Kingdom.

Other Advices add, that by Order of his Ca-
tholick Majefly feveral Perfons have been arrefted
at Madrid, and that the ftri€teft Re-fearches were
making there after the Authors of a feditious Wri-
ting, which had been difperfed a few Days tefore.

We hear the Morocco Ambailador has a Com-.
mifiion to treat with our Court, for the entire
Ceffion of the Ifland of Fedal, on the Coaft of
Africa, to his Majefty.

We are informed, that a Lady of Quality lott
Nineteen Hundred Guireas at the G:me of LOO
lsft Saturday.

An Account of the Number of his Majefty’s
Schje&s inlifted, during the laft Ten Years, for
Soldiers in the Eaft-India Company's Service, is
ordered to be laid before an auguft Affembly.

The following odd Affair haippened lately ata
Place in Hertfordfhire: A young Lady being
much indifpoled, fent for an Apothecary in the
Neighbocrhood to attend her, but as he was en-
gaged with a great Number of Patients ill of the
Small Pox, and the Lady never having had that
Diftemper, 2 young Clergyman of the fame Town,
who paid his Addreffes to her, came to London

! in his Poft-Chariot and Four, and brought back |
with him an eminent Phyficizn,. who fpeedily re- )
ftored her to her former Health, and fo cloquently |

pleaded his Caufe, that he foon after married the

merce in Portugal is almoft entirely ruined, the
Portuguefe Miniftry ftill proceeding in the moft
arbitrary, infringing, and unjuftifiable Manner to
the Subje@s of the Crown of Great-Britain in
that Kingdom.

It is faid, an extenfive Grant of Land in Eaft-
Florida, will foon be made out, ir the Name of
his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland.

An Order is fent from the Admiralty, to Cha-
tham and Sheernefs, for fome Ships of War to be
fitted out there, for immediate Service.

We hear an Order is fent over to Ireland, for a
Regiment of Foot on that Eftablithment, to be
embarked at Cork for Nova-Scotia.

Dec. 23. This Day the Colony Agents prefented
feveral Petitions to the Board of Trade; and, we
hear, the fame are foon to be laid before an auguft
Affembly.

It is reported, that the Court of Portugal hath
confented on certain Corditions, to the Eftablith-
ment of an Englifh Falory in one of the Ports of
Brazil; and that a very beneficial Plan of Com-
merce to that Kingdom, and her Colonies, is under
Corfideration of our Miniftry.

By a Decree of the Emperor, bearing date the
2cth of laft Month, the Republic of Genoa is or-
dered to withdraw the Garrifon which they had pot
into the imperial City of San-Remo; to demolith
the Fort they had built there, to reftore the Fines
and Penalties infli&ted on the Inhabitants, as well
as the Contributions that have been extorted from
them; to return the Charters and Documents they
have taken away; in a Word, to repair all the
A&s of Ufurpation and Violence which they have
exercifed in that City, belore the Expirationof Two
Months, under Pain of an Hundred Golden Marks
for the firlt Negle&, &c. &c. This Decree has
been difpatched in Form of Letters-patent, together
with a Refcript addreffed to the Imperial Commif-
fary in ltaly, to publifh and proclaim it, in all

! proper Places; and the Public are very impatient
! to fee whether the Senate of Genoa will think
| proper to conform toit; or, if not, whether his

Imperial Majefty will have recourfe to Means of
Conltrairt.
Letters from Madrid advife, that the King of

Lady, leaving the Clergyman in the Lurch; fhe | Spain has caufed feveral fufpefted Jefuits to be ar-

was poffefled of a Fortune of 40 cool.
Clergyman mifi'd a fre Cure-i-fee.]

According 1o Letters from Gibraltar, the Dey |

had flatly refufed to

Seignor,
who was fent to de-

They ‘write from Berlin, that his Pruffian Ma-
jefty had ordered a fafe Retreat in Silefia, to fuch
Proteltant Subjeéts of Poland, as may be obliged
to leave their Country on Account of Religion..

Dec. 20, Yeflterday an Exprefs arrived from Lif-
bon, faid to have brought Propofals for a new
Treaty of Trade and Commerce between the
Ceurts of England and Portugal. .

_ ram Holland advife,
that his Prufftan Majefty has iffued Orders for the
Officers of his Troops, who wcre'abfcnt_ upon
Leave, to join their refpe@tive Regiments imme-
diately, on Pain of being Broke and rendered in-
capable of Serving.

g‘\ Letter fromgWarfaw, dated Nov. 34, has
this PafTage : ¢ The Seffion of the 1gth has been
remarkable by the Speech of the Siear Weilborfki,
who faid, *¢ It-was neceflary to be upon t}mr
Guard againft neigbouring States; againft 2 migh-
ty King (levelled at his Mijefty himfelf) againft
powerful Citizens, fuch as the Commiffioners of
the Treafury ; and that Meafures ought to be
taken in Confequence, for which Purpofe (added
¢he “Sieur Wellhorfki) T hive “formeda Profed,
with Intention to remit it to the Matfhal of the
Dyet.” The Bifhop of Cracovia feconded this
Propofition, and the Marfhal of the Dyevat length
accepted the Proje@; but the Reading of it was
goipcecordlng to divers Advices by the laf Holland
Mail, the Affairs of Poland ‘begin to wear 2

omy Afpeét. :
glog’ ypr'i‘vg:e' Letters from Lifbon; by the laf

that we are obliged to lle in the open Fields. The

'i\\"

Packet, we are informed, that the Britifh Com-

[Here the |

relted in that Capital; but that the Affair is mana-.
ged with great Secrecy. )

Dec. 25. Governor Pallifer has prefented to the
Miniltry a Plan for building a new Town on the
Ifle of Bois, on the Labradore Coaft, which, it is
thought, will be carried into Execution the enfuing
Summer.

We are told that, by certain Advices from
France, the French Court are fo fure of a War,
now Lord Chatham has the fole: Diretion of our
Affairs, that they have fent Orders; together with
large Sums of Money, to all their feveral Sea-Ports,
to prepare and fit for Sea all the Ships they pof-
fibly can, with the greatelt Expedition. i

The new Arrangement is fettled ; the Earl of
Northington retires; the Earl of Chatham, as Mi-
nifter, takks the Prefidentthip of the Couneil,

which wilt-reflorethat Board to its conflitational

Importance ; Earl Gower is to be'Lord Privy Seal 5
Earl of Hillfborough to be firft Lord of the Admi-
ralty ; Sir Edward Hawke to be created a Peer;
Lord Weymoith to be joint Poft-mafter; General
Conway goes ‘to the Military Line; Chatles
Townfhend, Efg; ‘to be Secrétary of ‘State; Lord
North to be Chancellor of the Exchequer; and
Richard Rigby, Efq; to be joint Paymafter. This
will eftablith 'a firm, able, and lafting Admini-
ftration. G : .
Laft Week -failed from the Downs, Thomas
Woolridge, Efg; with 5o Settlers and Artifcers for
Eaft-Florida: This makes the fourth Veflel that
hath failed with Settlers for.that Colony within the
laft Six Weeks. - ‘
His Polith. Majefly, in a Specch lately mhade in
full Dyet, addrefing himfelf to, the Prince
Strazoick de Lubomirky (juft appointed ‘Grand
Marthal of the Crown) faid, ¢ Though called to
the Miniftry by the Nation, amd by me; though
your Intentions are good, and you really do what is
right ; yet, Prince | you will meet with Difficalties,
Contradictions, and TI-will;  Be prepared for it;
it i$ the Fareattending high Stations ; Kings:are
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