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By the Brig Oxford, Capt. M Lean, w
“arrived ifx Choptank /laff Week, we are
favour'd _with feme Dublin Papers to the

20" of January, frém which we have teken
the King’s SPEECH 1o the Parliament.

From THE LONDON GAZETTE.

WESTMINSTER, Janaary 14.

HIS Day his Majefty came to the Houfe of
; I Peers, and was pleafed to make the follow-

ing moft Gracious SPRECH :

My Lords and Gentlemen,

HEN I met you Iaft, I acquainted
you, that Matters of Importance
had happened in America, which
would demand the moft ferious’
Attention-of Parliament.

Court, that he was determined to Clear out his
Veflels on Stampt Paper ; at the fame Time faying,
that be knew where to get foch Paper: Enraged
at the faid Ritckie’s matchlefs Impuadence, in
making fuch a Declaration, and alarmed at the
dangerous Confequences, that fuch an iniquitous
G:eadice might be produ&ive of to the Liberty of

fo pernicious an Example; a Number of Gen-
tlemen met at Leeds Toavn, on the Twenty Seventh
of laft Month, in the Evening, to confider of
what Meafures it would be neceflary to take, a-
gainft a Man who was thus attempting to intro-
duce a Law fo deftru@tive to the COmmunity. At
this Place, they chofe a Committee to regulate’
their Plan of Proceedings, who drew up the fol-
lowing Scheme of an Affociation, wiz.

WE who fubfcribe this Paper, have Affociated,
and do bind ourfelves to each other, to Gop, and
to our Country, by the firmeft Ties that Religion

ir Country, if other Merchants fhould purfue |-

{

A&ion or Thing to be donla\in Confeqoence of
this Agreement, WE do moft folemnly bind our
Ourfelves, by the facred Engagements above en-
tred into, at the otmoft Rifque of oar Lives and
Fortunes, to reftore fuch Aflociate to his Liberty,
and to prote& him in the Enjoymentof his Pro-
perty.

IN TESTIMONY of the good Faith, with
which we refolve to execute this Affociation, WE
have hereunto put our Hands and Seals, Virginia,
the 27t February, 1766. i

THIS ASSOCIATION was immediately fign-
ed by the whole Company, and by great Numbers
fince. The Committee alfo prepared a Declara-
(iog to be made, Signed and Sworn to by the faid
Ritckie, and came to a Refolution, thatif he fhould
refufe to Sign and make! Oath to the fame, his
Perfon fhould be takea and ftripp’d Naked to his
Waift, tied to the Tail of a Cart, and drawnto
the _public Pillory, where he fhould be fixed for

That no Information, whichcould Terve 10 gireft
your Deliberations in fo interefting a Concern,
lmight be wanting, I have ord,erefi all the Papers,
that give any Light into the Origin, the ?mgrcfs,
or the Tendency of the Difturbances whnfh have
of late prevailed in fome of the Northern Colonies,
to be immediately laid before yoo. ~—

No Time has been loft, on the firt Advice of
thefe Difturbances, to iffue Orders to the Governors
of my Provinces, and-to the Commanders of my
Forces in Ainerica, for the Exertion of all _the
Powers of Government in the Supprefiion of Riots
and Tumults, and jn the effectual Support of law.
ful Authority. i '

Whatever remains to be done on this Occafion,
I commit to your Wifdom : Not doubting but your
Zeal for the Honour of my Crown, yoar Attention
to the jult Rights and Authority of the Britifh
Legiflature, and your Affe@ion and Concern for
the Welfare and Profperity of all my People, will
guide you to fuch found and prudent Refolutions,
as may tend at once to preferve thofe conftitutional
Rights over the Colonies, and to reftore to them
that Harmony and Tranquility, which have lately
been interrupted by Riots and Diforders of “the
moft dangerous Nature.

If any Alterations fhould be wanting in the
Commercial (Economy of the Plantations, which
may tend to enlarge and fecure the mutual and
beneficial Intercourfe of my Kingdoms and Colo-
pies, they will deferve your moft ferious Confi-
deration. In effe@uating Purpofes fo worthy of
your Wifdom and Public Spirit, you may depend
upon my moft hearty Concurrence and Support.
The prefent happy Tranquility now fubfifting in
Europe, will enable you to purfue fuch Objeéts of
our interior Policy with a more uninterrupted At-
tention. :

Gentlerien of the Houfe of Cemraens,

1 have ordered thre proper Eftimates for the cur-
rent Service of the Year to be laid before you :
Such Supplies as you may grant fhall be duly ap-
plied witg the utmoft Fidelity, and fhall be d{-
penfed with the firifteft Economy,

My Lords and Gentlesnen, .

I earneftly recommend to’ you, to proceed in
your Deliberations with Temper and Unanimity.
The Time requires, and I doubt not but your own
Inclination will lead you to, thofe falatary Difpofi-
tions. _I have nothiffy at Heart bat the Affertion
of legaf Authority, the Prefervation of the Libes-
tiesof all my Subjeds, the Equity and good Order
of my Government, and the Concord and Prof-
perity of all Parts of my Dominions.

X X X e E S X R X X X% X
i VI'R'GINIA, March l', 1766.

M.GREEN, .

YOUR inferting the following Proceedings of
; the. SONS OF LIBERTY in this Colony,
In your very ufeful GazerTe, will give Pleafure
to many of yocr Readers. i

A certain Archibald Ritchie, of Hebb's Holr,
Merchant, having declared publickly at Rickmond

and Virtue can frame, moft facredly and puac-
tually to ftand by, and with our Lives and For-
tunesto fupport, maintain and defend each other,
in the Obfervation and Execution of thefe follow-
ing Articles, &

First. WE declare all doe Allegiance and O-
bedience to our lawful Sovereign GEORGE THe
THIRD, KING or GREAT BRITAIN; and
we determine to the utmoft of our Power, to pre-
ferve the Laws, the Peace and good Order of this
Colony, as far as is confiltent with the Prefervation
of our Conftitutional Rights and Liberties.

SeconprLy. As WE know it to be the Birth-
Right-Privilege of every Briti/b Subjed, (and of the
People of Virginia, as being fuch) founded on Rea-
fon, Law and Compa&, that he cannot be legally
tried but by his Peers, and that he cannot be Taxed
but by Confent of a Parliament in which he is
Reprefented by Perfons of his own chufing, who
themfelves pay a Part of the Tax they impofe
on others. If therefore, any Perfon fhall attempt
by any A&ion or Proceeding, to deprive this Colo-
ny of thofe fundamental Rights, WE will imme-
diately regard him as the moft dangerous Enemy
of this Community, and We will go to any Ex-
tremity, not only to prevent the Succefs of fuch
fAm:mpts, bUNj Stigmatize and Punith the Of-
‘ender.

Tuirpry. AS the Stamp A& does abfolutely
dire& the Property of the People to be taken from
them without their Confent exprefs’d by their
Reprefentatives, and as in many Cafes it deprives
the Briti/; American Subje€t of his Right to Trial
by Juries, WE do determine, at every Hazard,
paying no Regard to Danger, or to Death, that
we will exert evety Faculty to preveat. the Exe-
cution of the faid Stamp A&, in any Inftance
whatever within this Colony; and that if any
abandon’d Wretch, fhall be fo loft to Virtue and
public Good, as wickedly to conti -
trodu@ion pr Fixure of the Stamp A& in this Co»
lony, by ufing Stampt Paper, or by any other
Means, we will with the utmoft Expedition, con-
vince every fuch Profligate, that immediate Dan-
ger and Difgrace fhall attend their proftitute
Purpofe. )

g g
Fourtury. THAT the laft Article may be
moft furely and effeually executed, WE engage
each to the other, that whenever it fhall be known
to any of this Affociation, that any Perfon is fo
.condu@ing himfclf, as to favour the Introduftion
of the Stamp A&, that immediate Notice fhall
be given to as many of the Al’fociat'!a»wpoﬁble,
and that every Individual fo inffrmed, thall- with
Expedition repsir to a Place of Meeting, to be
appai as near the Scene of AQion asmay be.

Firtury. EACH Affociator fhall do his true
Endeavour to obtain as many Signers to this Affo-
ciation as he pofiibly can.

o
Sixtury. IF any Attempt fhall be made upon

the Liberty or Property of any Affociator, for any

+

B e

e B B TR LS

One Hour, and if in that Time he did not com-
ply, that he fhould be brought up by the whole
Company to Leess Town, there to be farther de-
termined on, as fhould feem Expcdient to the
FRIENDS OF LIBERTY.

THE next Day, the whole Company proceeded
to Hobb's Hole, where they were  joined by a
large Number, who had affembled from the ad-
jacent Counties, on the South Side of Rappatan-
nock, in Order to call the faid Ritefie to Account
for his having prefumed to throw out the Threat
aforefaid.

THE SONS OF LIBERTY, to the Amount
of Four Hundred, drew up in two Lines in the
main Street of the Town, whillt the Gentlemen
appointed by the Committee tor that Purpole,
weiit to the Houfe of the faid Rischie, and, agree-
able to their Inftruions; Read to h:m the Decla-
ration prepared for him, and requirca him to go
with them to the main Body, in Order to Read,
Sign, and Swear to the fame. He at Firft defired
that a Committee might be appainted to reafon
with him upon the Subjeé; but the Deputies in-
formed him, that the Expiation required of him
was already determined on ; and demanded anim-
mediate Anfwer, Whether he would willingly at-
tend them to the main Body or not ? He anfwer-
ing that he would, they immediately conduéied
him thither ; where being arrived, he at firit com-
plaiged that the Terms propofed were too fevere,
but the SONS OF LIBERTY calling out that
they weze Juft, after fome little Hefitation, he, in
Prefence of the whole Company, with his Hat
off, and with an audible Voice, firft Read, and
then Swore to the following Declaration, wiz.

¢ SENSIBLE now of the high Infult I offered
“ this Country, by declaring at Rickmond Court
‘ lately, my Determination to make Ufe of
‘¢ Stampt Paper for Clearing out my Veflels; and

“ a Precedent, by which the hateful Stamp A&
““ might be introduced into this Colony, to the
‘ uotter Deftruction of Public Liberty ; I do moft
‘“ fubmiffively, in Prefence of the Public, Sign
‘“ this Paper, meaning to thew my deep Remorfe,
‘ for having formed fo execrable a Defign ; and
‘I do hereby folemnly Promife and Swear on the:
‘“ HOLY EVANGELS, that no Veflel of mine
* fhall Sail Cleared on Stampt Paper, and that I
‘“ never will on any Pretence make. Ufe of, or
caufe to be made Ufe of Stampt Paper, unlefs
‘ the Ufe of fuch Paper, fhall be authorized by
¢ the General Aflembly of this Colony.” -

“ Feb, 28, 1766. ArcHiBaLp RiTcuie.

THE Company tken feparﬁi, thofe in the
Neighbourhood returned to their-tefpe@ive Habi-
tations, whilft thofe who refided at a Diftance, re-
tired to the Taverns, where they fpent the Evening
with great Sobriety : Indeeed the whole was con-
du&ted with fo much Decency and Difcretion, that
not-a fingle Man,.even attempted to introduce

Drunkennefs, Noife or Licentioufnefs amongft
them,

iy

~“~belng convinced fuch Proceeding would eftablith——— ——-
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