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THURSDAY; November 18, 1762.

[N°. g15.]

Oxford, Nowember 11, 1762.

Mr. GREEN,

E the Subfcribers, whofe Capture

in the Bay of Chefapeat, and ill

Treatment by a Fellow-Prifoner,

as alfo the Capture and ill Treat-

ment of Mr. Ebenexer Mackie, a
Fellow-Paffenger and Sufferer, now at Sa't:ranﬂab
in Georgia, were the Subje&t of a Letter in the
Tirginia Gazette, Auguft 13th, which Letter ren-
dercd neceflary fome {pecious Vindication of the
Condu&t of the Perfon therein complained of, and
accordingly, two or three equivocal Affidavits be-
ing publifhed in the Pennfjlvania Gazette, Septem-
4er 16th, have thought ourfelves called upon to
give a more exa&, full, and formal Account of the
Matter, than is contained in the aforefaid Letter,
which was Written by a Friend, upon Memory,
fom a crude oral Relation of the Fa&ts, and
whofe Refentment was provoked to give an indig-
nant Colouring to the Story, which, however, will
appear not to be unmerited.—We were taken on
the 27th of Fuly in the Schooner Peggy of Port/-
mouth, Capt. William Grimes, from Hampton Road
in Firginia, bound for Oxford in Maryland, 1aden
with Dry Goods, by a French Privateer Sloop,
* called the Mariane, of Eight Caryiage and Twelve
Swivel Guns, and Seventy-five Men, belonging to
Cape Frangois, Don Pedro Ordogner, Commander.

P Mr. Baird calls the Privateer Spani/t ; the Captain

was a Sganiard, but the Sloop belonged to Cape
Francis. L
On board the Privateer we found this fame Fobn
Baird, latc Mafter of a Veflel from Wilmington,
and two of his Hands, who had been taken fome
} Time before ; alfo two Negroes, whom the Pri-
vateer had picked up in the Bay, in a fmall
Schooner-Boat.

On the 2gth of the fame Month, the Privateer
and Prize put to Sea through the Channel of Cape.
Charles, and Don Pedro gave Captain® Baird, for
the Ufe of the Prifoners he intended to puton
Shore, the Boat, out of which he had taken the
two Negroes: And here we fhall examine the Oaths
of Mr. Baird, and his two Hands, Michael and
Hugh Lecray, his Brothers-in-Law.

‘Jobn Baira hath ‘made Oath, that, ¢ from bis
¢ leaving the Privateer, until his parting with us,
¢ he never mentioned, or heard mentioned, a
« Word about Infurance.” An Oath fhould be

W free from Equivocation, or mental Refervation ;
[l he fays, ¢ FRoM H1S LEAVING THE PRIVATEER,”
any Mention of Infurance from that Time would
be fuperfluous and in vain; his Overtures on_ that
Head, had already been reje@ted with Difdain,
while on board the Privateer. The Oaths of the
Lecroys are equally equivocal ; for although it may
be trae that they heard no Mention of Infurance,
yet their Oathis ambiguous, in as much as they do
not fay from what Time they were conftantly in
our Company. - ! :
Thefe Men in the Night, while we were on
board the Privateer, were confined to the Hold ;
Mr. Baird and we had the Liberty of the Cabin,
and walking the Quarter-Deck.——Some imagine
to Swear firft and unafked, fhall fuperfede all fur-
ther Inquiry ; but we apprehend Purgatives will
not anfwer the Intention in this Cafe: Sleep and
Rk Silence might have relieved them, but they have
g‘ now plunged themfelves over Head and Ears, ad-
b dit}g Convi&ion to Guilt: *
ki £ or, be it known, that Captain Baird, while
¥on board ‘the Privateer, did feveral Times defire
{:us, when we fhonld get on Shore, not to mention
B his being Taken ; for that he intended to ftay fome
B Time at Chincoteague Ifland, where he expe&ted to
meet with his own Sloop, that his. Owners might
make Infurance ; which they might be induced to,
upon hearing of a Privateer on the Coaft. :
Moreover, Captain Baird secommended to Mr.
kMackie, 2 Scheme of a decper Dye; which was, that
he, E. M. thould immediately on his Landing, write
o the principal Owners of the Goods in G/afgew,
infifting, that they fhould Infure from Hampton in
Virginia, to Oxford in Maryland ; adding, that the
Owners could thereby intend no Fraud, becaufe

he, E. M. fhould keep them in the Dark, in re-
gard to the Situation of - their 'Affairs, and infift
they fhould Infure, without afigning any Reafon.—
He who can counfel the Perpetration of a Fraud
for the Intereft of another mot conne&ed. with
him, will doubtlefs be lefs fcrupulous where his
own Intereft, or that of his Friend is concerned.—
Mr. Baird and his Friends Manner of fetting forth
his Civilities to us, are alike vague and equivocal,
which, inftead of tranfcribing fomuch of the Af-
fidavits, and anfwering fententioufly, we will con-
tent ourfelves with givirg a true Account of, which
may be compared with the Affidavits, to which
we refer. Before we quitted the Privateer, Mr.
Baird was extremely follicitous to perfuade us to
take an old Flat, which was taken with the
Schooner, and infifted on the Pra@ticability of our
rowing her on Shore to Cape Charles ; but we as
conftantly refufed it ; nor do we think it poffible
to have faved ourfelves, had we even been able to
row her to Land, as it was in the Night when we
were to be turned adrift, when we could not pre-
tend to fteer for a Harbour, and the Surge ran
very high. But this Scheme of getting a fhore
was baffied withqut the Neceflity of our further
Oppofition ; for the Flat having broke her Tow-
Rope, Don Pedro did not think worth while bring-
ing the Privateer to for her. Upon this, Dox Pe-
dro told us, we fhould go along with Capt. Baird,
and added, he would give him a Charge concern-
ing us ; and accordingly ordered all the Prifoners,
except the two Negroes, into the Schooner-Boat,
when about five Leagues to the Eaftward of Cape
Charles.

Sometime after parting with the Privateer, we
fell in with three Sail of Veffels, one of them car-
rying a Light at her Mizzen Peak, and the others
feemingly under her Convoy, which we wanted
to fpeai with ; but Mr. Baird would not fuffer us.
He would not allow us to hail even one of the
Merchantmen, from whom no Danger of Prefling
could be reafonably apprehended; but lowered
his Sails down until he tgought he was out of Dan-
ger of being feen by them.

The Subterfuge of the Rifk of the Schooner

‘being dafhed to Pieces, thould fhe be ordered a-

long Side, is ridiculous, and proving too much ;
could we believe they would infift on putting us
in a Situation fo dangerous ? We only wanted to
fpeak to them, which might probably have been
attended with happy Confequences, the taking of
the Privateer, and Recovery of the Prize; for as
they had parted from us but a few Hours, we
could have directed the Man of War to them ; be-
fides, we might be put in Circumftances of more
Security asto Provifions, &c.—What Mr. Baird
and his Men fay of Compulfion, is likewife eva-
five; 'tis true, the generous Refentment of the
Gentleman whofc Letter was inferted in the Zir-
ginia Gazette, led him into fome little Error ; his
Letter was couched in Terms adequate to the Idea
he had conceived of the Story told him : We con-
fefs, there was no pofitive Compulfion to row ;
but a nezative Compulfion in our Cafe, was Tama.-
mount. For as Mr. Baird had ufed us in a rough,
imperious Manner, with indecent Language, to
parly or capitulate might be dangerous; therefore
Compulfion in Form was unneceffary : We were
all alike Prifoners, although in different Circum-
fRances ; it was doubtlefs our Duty, in the Situa-
tion we were in, to aflit all we could; butit
fhould be without Tyranny, Curfing, Damning,
&Fc. ¢ What Bufinefs bave you upon Deck, G—d
« d——n gyou, awby don’t you get down into the
« Hold." This Artillery was particularly levelled
at 7. Glafell, for prefiing him to hail the Ships ;
but this was onli the Prelude to the Mufic which
was to follow ; he grew more wrathful and vio-
lent the next Day, when we came to row in Con-
cert, loading us with Imprecations and Exccrati-
ons, for our Awkwardnefs at our Duty.

We will alfo do Mr. Baird Juftice in regard to
what was faid to his refnﬁng us ViQtuals, It was
nataral for the Writer of the Letter, to turn this

Circumftance to his Prejudice, of whofe Treat-.

ment we had given him a pathetick Relation, fince

we told him at the fame time how we were as to
Provifions.—We had fuch as he had, it was not
his Fault we were pinched in that Article; un-
lefs the Terror of his Behaviour had any Effett on
our Freedom and Familiarity.

We think we have made a fufficient Apology fcr
the Miftakes in that Gentleman’s Letter, writ-
ten in a Hurry, and at the fame Time as much as
we can fairly fay in Juftification of Mr. Baird.—

Upon the Whole, from our Leaving the Priva-
teer, to our Parting with Captain Baird, let any
one judge, whether we cculd, during fuch Treat-
ment, be upon Terms favourable for him to pro-
pofe entering into any Collufion with him, in ref-
pect to Infurance ; and how artful and cautious he
has beer, to fingle out that Period of Time, to
which he has limited his Affidavit. But whether
this will anfwer his Purpofe, let Mr. M<Kinly, and
the other Vouchers tc his Chara&er, determine.—
To conclude, although irritated by our great Lofs
and Captivity, as well zs by the furly and fcan-
dalous Behaviour of Captain Baird, we had con-
tented ourfelves with condoling .one another, re-
citing a fimple verbal Relation of our Misfor-
tunes, which were aggravated by the Infolence of
a Fellow-Sufferer, it he was in Reality fo a Suf-

ferer, ‘till our Indignation was roufed a freth by

this Clufter of Affidavits in the Pensnfjlvania Ga-
zette, in fome Sort recriminating upon us, as Tra-
ducers of the Chara&er of an honeft Man.—A
Crime in our Eyes as deteftable as Perjury itfelf.
This, Sir, if you will infert in_your next Ga-
zette, you will do Juftice to Mr. Baird, as well as
to -
Your Humble Servants,
Jonn GrasseLr,
PaTrick M‘Cavrr’

L ON D O N, duyuff 7.

BY the Account we have lately given of the

Emperors, &c. of Ruffia, it appears that
there have been no lefs than Eight in the Space of
41 Years, which, vpon an Average for the Seven
that are ended, is about 6 Years to each Reign.—
The great Sir Ifaac Newton, in his incomparable
Book of Chronology, reckons, that in moft King-
doms the Reigns of the feveral Kings amounted to
about 20 Years each ; which Obfervation will hold
good, if the refpe@tive Reigns of the Kings of
England, from William the Conqueror, to the De-
mife of the late King, are examined by the above
Rule. The comparative Shortnefs of the Reigns
in Ruffia is a plain Indication of a Government
not yet properly eftablifhed.

Augufi 19. The late Revolation in Ruffia is
confidered by many People as a Confequence of
the Scheme formed in the Reign of the Emprefs
Elizabeth to defcat tlie late Czar’s Succeflion to
the Crown, who now appears to have been the
more._unhappy, as he might have been chofen
Succeflor to the late King of Sweden, and have

uietly fat on the Throne of that Kingdom for
everal Years paft, had not the Czarina his Aunt
called him to the Succeflion of the Ruffian Empire.

It remains to be feen what Meafures the prefent
Czarina will take to conciliate the Affe&tions of the
Ruflians, and overcome the Prejudices that muft
naturally arife againft her as a Foreigner, that hath
not a Drop of the Royal Blood of the Ruffian Czars
in her Veins; the placing of heron the Throne
being the Choice of a new Line; juft as it would
have been, had the People of England, difcover-
ing Queen Anne’s Propenfity to liften to the Sug-

eftions of Mrs. Hill, afterwards Mafham, and
ﬁ:r Prompters, dethroned that Princefs, and pro-
claimed Prince George of Denmaik King of Great
Britain. That the prefent Czarina is not a true
Mufcovite Woman is very certain, if the Account

iven by Davity of the Manners of the Sex in that
ountry flill holds good. = ¢ Many have reported
(fays he) * that the Mufcovites Wives did fome-
« times weep and complain bitterly of their Huf-
* bands, if they did not beat them often; be-
¢ licving that they did mot love them, for that
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