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Mr. GREEN, March 30, 1762,
HAVE, with much Pleafure, Read over, and again,
the Letter of your ingenious Correfpondent on the
Benefit of Commerce, publithed in your GAzZETTE,
Numb. 879 And as he feems to have the Intereft of
this Colony in his View, fhould be glad 2 Gentleman,
fo well qualified for the Tafk, as his Effay befpeaks

bim, wou'd be kind enough to point out the Ways and

Means of improving Tiade, and increafing our Provincial

He exprefleth a With, that the Generality of Landed Men
would turn their ferious Thoughts upon Commerce, and
endeavour to become better acquainted with it's Nature and

Genius. 1 believe, Mt. Green, this is the common Wifh of
us Planters ; for we fee, from many unexpelted Rifes and
Falls in the Market, a Myftery in Trade, which we would
be very glad to find out, that we might be more upon a
Footing with the Meschants we deal with, and thereby get
better Prices for our Tobaccoes, Corn, Wheat and Provifions,
than they often care to give us. But how to come at this
Knowledge, under our poor Circumftances, is the Queftion.
My Parents, I.thank Gop, befides a Plantation, Houfe,
and fome Stock and Negroes, left me as good an Education
35 the Country ufually affsrds 5 which enables me to read,
and helps me to confider a little what I do read. But many
of my poor Neighbours, who have been bred up to Labour
from their Infancy, and find Employment enongh in ftrug-
gliog hard with the. World to rear up a fmall Family upon
their little Traéts, have not the like Advantages; and can
seither Read nor Think to any Purpofe, without the Afliftance
of others. And as the Bulk of Planters and Farmers in
Whis Province, is neceffarily made up of thefe, they muft
depend on others, whofe Judgment they rely upon, for all
their Notions of Matters which lie ever fo little beyond the
Bounds of their ordinary Employments. And I believe it
will be found in Fa&, that the Generality of a Neighbour-
bood think and aét in moft Things as fome one leading Man
among them (of whofe Underftanding they have a good
Opinion) infiru@ts them, and whom they have accuftomed
themfelves to look upon as an Oracle, whofe Speeches are
infallible. 1 myfelf have fome little Influence of this Kind
amang my Neighbours, who aze a plain, honeft, well mean-
ing Sort of People; and from a fincere With for their Wel-
fare (as well as my own Iateret) fhould be glad to be better
inftru@ed myfelf, that they might receive more certain Be-
achit from my Advice when afked. With this View I now
apply to your Correfpondent, thro’ the Channel of your Pa-
per, for a fatther Information in fuch Matters as iny poor
Atilities and Opportunities cannot reach to.

As 1 have always been ufed to a i:hin Way of Thinking,
1 will firft lay before that Geatleman what fimple Notions 1
bave of thefe Matters, and thea pro (e what I with he, or
any other capable Perfon, would make me acquainted with,
And a3 a pure Defire of Information, in what I conceive to
be of great Importance to us Planters and Landholders, has
2rawn me on to write this Letter ; fo 1 hope he will excufz
my Plainnefs of Stile, and whatever may, to him or otheis
better acquainted with the Subje, feem tedious or pethaps
tifling in my Manner of Reafoning, being the beft my Edu-

cation and Means of Reflection will afford,

People, like me, who have litele Opportunity of converfing
with thofe of better Knowledge and Expericnce, muft draw
their Obfervations from what- pafles under their own Eye,
and appears moft familiar to them. My own Houfe and
Plantation muft therefore furnifh me with fuch Thoughts as_
will belp me to explain my Meaning.

My Piece of Land is tolerably good, and with proper Ma-
nagemgnt of what Force 1 have, will afford me as good a
Living as.moft about me, Let me now foppofe it to be o
fituate as to be remote from any Neighbourbood, and with-
out Communication with otbers. Let me farther fuppofe
that 1 have a Carpenter, Smith, Weaver, Taylor, and other
Tradefmen, in the Family, fo that we could eafily raife and
grovide the common Neceffaries of Life within ourfelves :
And that I have befides a Sum of Money in my Cheft. If,
in this Cafe, I was to raife ever fo much Tobacco, Grain,
cr Stock, more than the Family could confume, the Over-
phus of the Tobacco could only rot upon my Hands, and
enrich fome ufelefs Spot of Ground : The Grain muft cither
fpoil, or become Food for Crows, Squirrels, Rats or other
Vermin : The Cattle or Hogs, more than were juft acceflary
for Family Ufe, mutt either become a heavy Burthen for me
to fopport, or elfe run wild in the Woods for Wolves, Bears,
or Panthers, to prey upon, or force me to hunt out and de-
firoy them as Nuifances, to prevent the Damage they might
do to my Inclofures and home Improvements. My Taylor,
Weaver, Carpenter, &c. after juft fupplying the neceffary
Jobs in the Family, could have no other Employment 3 and,
unlefs tarned out into the Field to increafe an ufelefs Ciop,

muft lie idle a confiderable Part of their Time, and be fo -

far a dead Weight upon the Labours of the reft. My Mo-
ney (baving no Communication with others) could never
increafe fo as to make me richer, nor could it be of any
Vilue, having no Means of laying it outy fo that I might
indeed hammer my Dollars and Piftoles into little fhining
Plates, to hang about my own or my Wife and Childrens
Necks, by Way of Ornameat or Play-Thing, as the Indiars

of Peru did with their Gold before the Spaniards came among
them ; unlefs I had a Quit-Rent to pay out of it: But that,
if ever fo fmall, muft be a continual Drain upon my Cafh,

and make me poorer and poorer
mote was left in the Cheft; and

gone (unlefs I could prevail upon the Lord of the Soil to

take my Tobacco or Grain at his
the Land, and look out for fome
work and thrive upon.

Now, fuppofe any Number of Families to be feated toge-
ther in a Neighbourhood, having no Dealings but one among
and it will amount in the whole juft to the fame
One Family, indeed, by it’s greater Induftry,

another,
Thing.
ning or Dexterity, might draw the

Produce of Labour, the Slaves, and Subftance, from anether,
and others to become Ser-
vants to them, after getting their Money, Negroesand Lands §
but” this is only preying one upon another,
wild Creatures ; and the Neighbourhood or Community, not-
withftanding one or more becoming great, and lording it over
the reft, is not a Penny the richer.

fame, only has got into fewer Hands,
in their Power to do what they pleafe,
whilft other honeft Men, who
muft either be their Servants,
or, which is much the fame, mutt live in little Huts or Log-
they can raife above a bare Maintain-
pay their Intereft, or fome Part
of the Debts they have contraéted ; and in this fervile State.
with the Name of Freemen, are Slayes in Fa&, and dare
[ which may be difagrecable to
the Man who is got above them, for fear of his Refentment,

and bring fome to be Tenants,

ftately Houfes like Palaces,
arc become their Dependants,

Houfes, and carry all
ance to the Great Man, to

neither fay nor do any Thing,

or Lofs of his Favour.

Inftead of Nn’glvbowbo:d,
Province, and it gives me 2
without foreign Trade.

Tet

thier and more powerful than others;
others muft fall into Poverty and Depreflion, the

they rife,
national Stock flil remaining the

diftributed ; fome Inhabitants grafping more ]
and leaving them the meaner Share, or holding their Fellow
Subje@s and Brother Freemen in Dependance
plain that nothing more can be acquired without fome Trade

or Dealings with other Nations
bring in fome Addition to the

And 1 can eafily conceive how Maryland,
vantages of a rich Soil, navigable Rivers,

€. if it had no forcign Trade to
to gain it Credit for Sterling Mo
Time, fink under the Weight of a

to a Farthing per Acre por Annum,

Inhabitants, in Proportion as the

dwindled away from among them,

perceptible a Drain,
Let me now fuppofe two,

Employment does not afford, but

Ballance one another, and no C

he takes from me, the Ballance
paid in Cath, and
up every Account
from fomething elle, muft beggar

me, the Ballance fo far increafes

ence of that Gain will be jut

Wealth. But if what I get by
what I lofe by the Second ; that
will be a fatal Drain to my
impoverith and ruin me.

Trade

done by th
that of the Commodities it fends
could never hold up it's Head i

Mines in it's Pofleflion, to pay

reckoned as a native Commodity

The fame Eftate,
very different Value : For Lands
worked,
pofing then that I could fell off

familiar Notion of a People
Some of them may become weal-

common Wealth or Fund.

three, or more Families to be
fo fituate as to have a convenient Intercousfe or Communica-
tion, and that the Lands are of fuch difterent Qualities, and
the Planters of fuch various Occupations,
want fomething which the. others can fupply.
with one of them for exatly the fame Value of his Goods
or Labnur as he receives from me, it is a Convenience to me
fo far as I am thereby furnifhed with what my own Land or

neither of us a Penny the Richer,
1f I deal with another for more of his Truck or Work than

1 become fo much the poorer on making
which, unlefs 1 can find Means to raife

if 1 deal with a Third for lefs Value than what he takes from

gain by him overpays what I lofe by the former, the Differ-

Stock, and in the End quite

If for Families 1 now put Natiens or Provinces, I can
form a pretty good Notion of what is called the Ballance of
etween different Countries, and in what Maaner it
becomes for or againft the one or the other ;3
may fuppost 2 lofing Trade in one Place, and even grow sich
by what it overgains in another Branch of Bufinefs; and
n(fo how Individuals may become wealthy,

Trade which is ruinous to the Public,
e bringing in of Wares to

which Cafe the Bullion raifed in it
Commerce as much as the Tobacco is among us,

under different M:nqement,. may be of

to thofe that live upon them, but in Proportion as they are
and their Produce convenient.to a Market, Sup-

by every Payment till no
when the laft of it was

own Price) muft give uvp
more favourable Place to

Cun-
little Cafh, the fuperfluous

like Savages or

The Wealth is the
and thereby puts it
and build themfelves

us now pui Kingdom or

but in Proportion as

fame, only very unequally
than others,

For it is

or Provinces, whereby to
with all it’s Ad-
healthy Climate,
bring in a little Cafh, or
ney in England, muft, in
uit-Rent not amounting
and be deferted by it’s
provincial Stock of Money
by fo fmall and fearce

as each of them to
If 1 deal

at the fame Time we are
as our Accounts exaétly
afh gained on cither Side.

of that Account muft be

me at the long Run, And
my Stock 3 and if what 1
fo much” Addition to my

the Thid
D.fference,

will not pay off
however fmall,

how a Nation

by carrying on a
and a Country be un-
a greater Value than
out, and which, like Spain,
f it had not Gold or Silver
off it's foreign Debts : In
becomes an Article of
and to be

can never be of more Worth

raife, and that my Neighbours would briog their Hoztfes,
Carts, and Waggons, to my own Door, either to carry off what
they want from me, or to bring the Trutk 1 want, oram
willing to take in Exchange ; they will expe&, and 1 muft
allow them (in the Price of whatever they bring or carry
away) the Value of the Hire of their Teams, Cattle and
Servants, otherwife they will look out for fome cheapet
Purchafe elfewhere, and leave me to myfelf. But if I find
Carriage, the Allowance muft be made to me; which not
only adds to my Profit, but enables me to increafe my Num-
ber of Servants, &c. Now this gives me a clear Notion of
the Importance of Frcight in Dealings between one Country
and another, and helps me to conceive how the Datch, by
their Shipping, mult draw incredible Sums of Money from
other States, in tranfporting their Produce to diftant Parts,
and becoming a Sort of common Carriers.
A'noth:r great Difference arifes from the Condition ia
which my Produce is purchafed, If I fell my Patch of
Whent as it grows, I muit not enly make large Allowance
in the fuppofed Quantity, but alfo for Reaping, Stacking, Se.
I muft expe@ lefs for it if fold in the Stack, than when
thrafhed out and cleaned, If I have a Mill and make it into
?lour, I fhall have a farther Advantage, and a flill greater
if manufa@ured into Bread. If my Hides and Skins aro
fold green, they will afford me lefs vrofit than if tanned
and curried, and thofe ftill lefs than if I had a Saddler and
bh.oerr.uker to work them into their refpe&tive Wares, Now
this gives me a Notion of the Importance it muft be of toa
Country, to fend off it’s Produce as highly manufatured as
they can, which increafes it's Value, by the whole Wages of
fo many Labourers and Artificers as get their Bread, and add
Strength and Wealth to the Country, by their Numbers and
Induftry : All which Confiderations explain to me what
great Advantage our Neighbours the Penn|ylvanians muft gain
from buying up our Grain, carting it over Land to the
Branches of Delaware, making up large Quantities into
Flour and Bread, and fending it away in their own Veflels
to _thg IV:/?-.Indm Iflands, to the Increafe of their ‘Frade,
Shipping, Sailors, and Profits, And I no longer wonder
how a E’:und of Tobacco fold here in the Country for Two
Pence, fhould, being carried out and brought back again
manufa@tured into Snuff, be valued at and fell for Five or Six
Shillings.
If my Land lie within Reach of fuch a Market as will
take off more than my prefent Force will raife, my Intereft
will prompt me to employ more Hands, that I may have the
more to fell 5 and if my Eftate be too large for me to work
with my own Strength, the Cestainty of a Market will invite
Tenants to fettle and improve upon it to the Increafe of my
Reats and the Value of the Soil. And this will always be in
Proportion as the Neighbourhood is flocked with Pecple of
various Employments, which take them off from working in
the Ground ; for every Mouth muft be fed. Ard they that
raife no Prpvnﬁons themfelves muft depend upon the Farmer,
and give him their Work or Money for what Neceffaries his
Land fupplies, Where much Trade is carried on, the Num-
ber of Sailors, Carpenters, Smiths, " Sailmakers, and Arti-
ficers of various Kinds, as well as Boat-men, Jobbers, and
Others, employed in Water Carriage, is multiplied; and
confequently the home Confumption of our Commodities and
ManufaQures raifed, as well as the Demand for what is car-
ned‘abroad. From all which I gather the great Impertance
of Trade to the landed Intereft, the Connexion between them,
“how they mutually aid and affitt each other, and how a flou-
lg:hm;d»:v:ll-lnh;ul;te: Cru;‘melce increafes both the Nume-

r and Wealth of the Inhabita i
R i i itants of any Country where it

And now, Mr, Grees, having laid before your Correfpone
dent my Thoughts of thefe Matters in my own plain Way 3
1 fhould be glad he, or any other worthy Gentleman, would
be pleafed to propofe fome Means of putting us in Pofizffion
of the Advantages arifing from a Commerce fuited to the
Circumftances of this Province, When moft Ships come
into our Rivers, and moft Merchants want to buy, I always
get the beft Price for my Tobacco, and' can turn my Staves
and Lumber into Money, which otherwife might rot in the
Woods. When a #efi-India Veflel is loading near me, my
Corn, Potk, &c. yield a better Rate, The Benefit is evi-
dent to, and felt by, every one. But how to bring thefe
.Purchaf:u.. thefe Ships, and to fecure this Trade among us,
is the Queftion, and far exceeds my Knowledge. Our Neigh-
bours tq.(he Northward can carry on a gainful Trade upon
our native Produce, or we fhould rever fee fo many Pennf5/-
wazia FaQors in the Country, or fo many New-Engla
Vc.ﬂ::ll fell.xn; off their trifling Wooden Ware, and ftinking
Spitits which debauch the Morals and ruin the Conftitations
of our honeft, ufeful, laborious People, and carry off the
Produce of our Lands in Exchange for Baubles and Poifone
If any Remedy can be found out for fuch Evils, and our
natural Advantages be improved to the bettes Employment
of our Hands, the Increafe of our Numbers, the Ettablith-
ment of a natural and beneficial Commesce, apd in Confe=
quence thereof, the raifing the Value of our Lands, and
general Welfare of the Province ; fuch Hints from thofe that
are ca.yable, will give great Pleafure to every honeft well-
meaning Marylander, but to none more than

Your bamble Servart,

the Whole of what J can
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