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THURSDAY, March 11, 1762,

e apm—
Mr. GREEN,

MONGST the many unhappy Prejudices,

which often fubfift in Countries, whefe Prof-

erity muft entirely depend upon Commerce,

carce any is attended with fo general and de-

firu&tive Confequences, as the common and

falfe Diftin@ion made betwixt the landed and

trading Interefts 5 and in Purfuance thereof, treating them

azall Times as feparate and incompatible. This is one of

thofe vulgar Errors, which by being fuﬁ'er.‘d to fpread too far

jt's malignant Influence, is often pro.duﬂnve of the greateft

Mifchiefs to a State ; and by prejudicing the Minds of Num-

bers of well defigning Men who are but little acquainted

with the true Principles of Commerce, gives fo unhappy 2

Biafs to their A&tions, as often to fubjeét them very unde-
fervedly to the moft fevere Obloquy, and Contempt.

It will not, I hope, thercfore be look'd upon as an un-
pardonable Prefamption in me, in modeftly attempting to
convince thofe who have receiv'd fuch unhappy Impreflions,
of the Fallacy, as well as Abfurdity of this Dogtrine; and | 3
at the fame Time to point out to them fome of thofe great
ard glorious Advantages, arifing to every Country from the | |
Poflefion of a well-regulated and extenfive Foreign Trade. | 1
1 am extremely fenfible, there are many Gentlemen in the | t
Province, who, from being Mafters of more Leifure, 3nd
foperior Abilites, are much better qualified to treat a Subjeét | t
of this Nature. For the Information of fuch this Paper is
o Way intended ; but as there are others again, who, from
a general Inattention to fuch Kind of Enquiries, I'm per-
farded, not only look upon, but have often treated the Con-
redtion betwixt the Janded and trading Intereft, as an inex-
plicable Problem, I fhall hiqk my Pains amply te:_;uned, if
by any Thing delivered , 1 may be able to bring them
to a more juft and reafonable Way of Thinking ; but infi-
nitely moze fo, fhou’d I be happy enough in engaging the
Generality of the landed Gentlemen to devote fome of their
Jeifure Hours to a Study of the Nature and Genius of Com-
merce, a Subjeé, as a late Writer obferves, as delighitful in
Speculation, as itis ufeful in Praltice, and which/y leading
e to the Difcovery of thofe fecret Springs from whence have
flowed the Wealth™ and Grandeur of other Countries, points
out to us the mott effetual and certain Methods for advan-
cing the Welfare and Profperity of our own,

As Agriculture, on the one Hand, is fo univerfally al-
low'd tobe the effential Foundation, and Support of the
trading Intereft ; fo, on the Other, it feems only Necetlary
to make appear, that Trade is the true and only Support of
the landed Intereft; and in Order to do this, I fhall endea-

Kent County, March 1, 1762.

1. That a flousithing Commerce gives full Employment
to the People. 4

adly. That it greatly increafes the Number of Inhabitants.

3dly. That it raifes the Prices of Commodities, and con-
fequently the Rents and Value of Land,

“That Trade is the Foundation cf the Induftry of the Pec-
ple, appears by Inftances too numerous to be mention’d here,
as in Englawd, Hulland, Venice, Geno Hamburgh, and many
other populous States, and Cities §f Eurcpe, in all which
Places, an infinite Number of People reccive their Bread
from the many, various, and necefTary Employments, which
are eftablith’d, like fo many Pillars, to fupport the Fabric
of an extenfive Commerce.

What a noble and permanent Fund of Wealth and Power
did the glorious Queen Elizabeth lay, by prohibiting the’
Fleeces of the Sheep to be exported out of her Dominions,
and by inviting the Flumings to come over and teach her
People the Art of Manufaétory; by fpurring on her Mer-
chants to Navigation and the moit enlarged Enterprizes, and
by her Embafiies, and Treaties to, and with, foreign Princes,
introducing thereby the Manufaures of Englard into the
Ports of the Levant, and the Baltic Seas? ‘Thefe Meafures
that wife Princefs forefaw wou'd prove an inexhauflible
Golden Mine to Englazd in the Induftry of her People, and
how fully Time has evinced the Wifdom of her Condué,
the prefent State of the Britifp Commerce, and particu-
latly of that noble Manu'aQure, - fufficiently teflites, In
the Parith or Vicarage of Halifax in Ergland, whese the
coatfe Woollen Manufa&ory is carried on, (according to the
Author of tke Plan of the Erglifp Commerce) and which

« is computed not to be above a Circle of twelve Miles Dia-
¢ meter, there have been reckon’d fixteen Chapels of Eafe,
¢ 2nd an hurdred thoufand Communicants, befides fourteen
¢ or fifteen Meeting Houfes, the People of all which live at

¢ large, fcatter’d and fpread over Hill and Dale (it being a

¢ mountainous Country) as the Convenience of Water, Coal,

¢ apd other, Things proper for the Manufature, obliges
¢ them, The Wheel is going almoft at every Door ; the

« Wool and Yarn hanging up at every Window ; the Wea-

“ gers, the Winders, the Combers, the Carders, the Dyers,
the Dreffers, all bufy ; and the very Children, as well as

# Wcomen, conftantly employ’d.”” What a moft valuable

Spot of Earth is this in the Britifs Dominions, and what

an amazing Number of Ships, as well as Mariners and Peo-

ple cf other Denominations, does this little Garden of Manu-
f280ry give Employment to, before the Produce of the In-

!Iui‘.ry of it's Inhabitants enters a foreign Port ! ‘I'he fame
_ is obfervable in and about the populous ‘Towns of Mancbejler,

of full Employment,
Induftry, like Proreus,
fmiles in every Afpeét,
and look into the Sea-port Towns,
Liverpsol, Yarmeutb, Hull, &Ge.
faQute, and Navigation feem to go Hand

Occupations 1eceive from them their Subfiftance, all which
are the glorious Effe&ts of a profitable foreiga Commesce.
What weu'd become of the Tobacco, the Wheat,
&¢. of this Province, was there no foreign Demand for our
fuperfluous Labour ? The Lands muft lie uncultivated ; the
Slaves wou’d not only be rendered ufelefs,
Burthen ; Poverty
univerfal Empire,
might indeed juftly be faid to breathe,

Condué of the Dutch, who from a Set of Fifhermen,

Bogs and Moraffes, have
High and Mighty States,

been dug in order to drain off the Waters! on which and !
. Induftry, imparts Happinels to Thoufands ! Search into the

now employ'd in their Navigation : p
from prefegibing Boundg, even to the
and receive Embafladurs to,
Marine has been fo powerful as to have
the Hearts of the ncightouring Princes ; populous Cities have
rear’d up their lofty Heads;
the moett perieét and refin’d
ment.
tories, and their Navigation 3 and tho’ the Numbers of their |
People are {o greatly increafed by the full Employment their |
Commerce affords, that the Produce of the Lands which they |
inhabit fufficeth not for their Maintenance 5 yet fo various, |
and infinite are their Refources, that they convert cven this |
Scantinefs of Territory }
i

the Means of Life are eafily attain’d;
wears a thoufand Shapes, and Plenty
If we wou’d change the Profpeét,
fuch as London, Brifiol,
where Merchandize, Manu-
in Hand; What

the Corn,

but become a
and Depopulation would mainuin an
and the few wretched Inhabitants left,
but not to live. .

and obferve the
Soldiers,
nd Cheefemongers, compell’d to feek an Afylum amonglt |
acquir’d the Appellation of the
What a furprifing Change is made
n the Face of their Country ! What a Spirit of Induftry runs
hrough all their Territorics ! What numberlefs Canals have

Let us now turn our Eyes abroad a little,

heir Rivers not Jefs than Fifty Thoufand Men are faid to be
Nor have they ftopt
Sea itfelf. They fend i
and trom, foreign States ; their |
firuck Terror into !
Arts and Sciences flourifh, and
Policy is found in their Govern-

Their Mines ate in their Fitheries, their Manufac- |

to their great Emolument ; for with
the Spices of the Izdics, and the Produce of the Fifheries,
thofe rich Offsprings of their national Induftry, they in
great Meafure purchafe the Corn of Pcland and other States,
Compare then this Hive of induftrious Bees with the
Drones of the Sparifp Dominions, where you will find their !
Inland ‘Towns, notwithftanding their Peruvian Treafures,
thinly inhabited ; the People wretched, difpirited, and un-
employ’d ; and all owing to the Want of an aive forcign
Commerces. What then are the richett Mines of Gold and
Silver, compar’d to the Induftry of a whole populous Nation ?
The one is perpetually increafing the national Stock, whilft |
the other is divided and difperfed to every Quarter of the
Glube, to purchafe thofe very Commodites, which they
almoft alone, by adminifring to the Pride and Indolence of
the People, occafion the \Want o, In fhort, it is Commerce
alone whith can conftitute the Wealth, Power, and Gran-
deur of a Nation, by promoting the Spint of Induftry amongft
it’s Peap'e.
adly. Let us now enquire, if, in a political Senfe, a flou-
rifking foisign Commerce may juftly be efieem’d the true
Parent of People 5 and in this the Tafx feems no way ardu-
cus; for wherever that pleafing Objeét of the Poor, full
Employment, is, thither will they moft certainly migrate.
Like Birds of Paffage, they will explore every unknown

of

except by foreign Trade, which, by exporting the Fruits of
their fuperfluous Labour, not only gave frefh Spirits to their
Induftry, but even caufed them to invite others to come and
partake with them of the general Happinefs,

Double only in Idea the Stocks of our Meschants, whofe

Land of Canaan is found in Commerce, and fee the glorious

Groves of lofty Ships appear upon their Waters ! What | Effe@s, What Multitudes of induttrious Shipwrights, Join-
Multitudes of fmaller Veflels are conftantly pafling and re- | ers, Carvers, Ropemakers, Smiths, Coopers, Caulkers, Ba-
paffing ! And what an infinite Number of People of varicus | kers, &'c. fraight enfuc ! Are Numbers ftill found wanting,

the Merchant's Induftry and high Wages will quickly fetch
them from our Neighbours. Ships muft plough the Seas,
Seamen muft be found to navigate, Provifions muft be had,
Mechanics of various Kinds employed, all tending to pro-~
mote the general Increafe of People. Juft was the Obfer~
vation of the judicious Sir Fofiab Child, that ¢ fuch as ous

:‘ Employment is, fo many will our People be ;'* and again,

[
.

where there is much Employment, and good Pay, if we
want Hands of our own, we fhall foon draw them from
others.”” What Weaknefs then attends the Arguments
fuch who wou'd contend, that from thefe Caufes our
People wou’d not increafe. The Merchant, far unlike the

- a

" Mifer, hazards his Treafure on the deep and faithlefs Oceans

His Eyes receive no Pleafure in viewing ufelefs, fordid Wealth,
Circulate it muft, and diffeminate Plenty to numerous De-

: pendants. How pleafing then and honourable is that Ema

ployment, which, in the Profecution of a juft and laudable

Hiftories of different States, and fee what Numbers of Peo-
ple have come into their refpe€tive Dominions to court the
Affitance their Cemmerce affords.  What a moft valuable
Addition to the Wealth and Power of Britain has been made

" by thofe iulutudes of Flemings and French Refugees, who,
i when in Dittrefs, fought her ‘Lerritories as an Afylum, where

Trade wou'd afford them all due and neceffary Means of Sub-
fiftance ! The great De ##11¢ informs us in his political Max-

! ims, that the F'oor of the neighbouring Governments came

to dwell ** in Hilland, in Hopes of Earning their Living by
¢ Manufactures, Fifheries, and Navigation,”” Hear too how
even the learned Spaniard, Uztariz, delivers himfelf: ¢ Thea
¢ as Trade begirs to flourith, and People are fure of Em-
¢¢ ployment, there will come into us large and conftant Sup-
¢¢ plies of Catholics from Abroad, and who are alfo fkilful
¢ in thofe Fabrics 5 and their marrying and fettling in Spain
¢ with their Families, is a fure, and eafly Way, to increafe
¢ the Inhabitants confiderably.’”

Let us now juft obferve, how, in Proportion as Trade has
dwindled away, the moft potent Cities and Towns have been
depopulated : Witnefs the famous Cities cf Tyre, Ccrimb,
Suez, Alexandria, &c. and to come necarsr ourflelves, An-
twerp in the Low Czuntries, Dunkirk in Flanders, and even

a a s

: Seutbampton, Ipfwich, and Winckelfea, in England.

3dly. Since Commerce then fo greatly .enriches a State,
by introducing Numbers of ufeful and induftrious Subjeéts
into it’s Dominions, may we not reafonably prefume, that
the ‘;rwﬂ happy Effe&s muit ffow from it to ths landed Ins
tereft.

Say, from what Caufe fhall we derive the prefent Power
and Opuiznce of the Britifs Nation. How came the Soil to
rifc in Value fo far fuperior to what we find recorded in
the Annals of former Ages ? Was not Commerce. this felf-
efficient Caufz ? which, by inviting Multitudes of induftrious
Poor to tafte the Sweets of full Employment ; by promoting
the Spirit of Agriculture, and the manufaural Arts; and
by exporting the fuperflucus Labour of the People, brought
even the Wealth of Mexico and Pers into her Dominions.
Behold, with what fteady Perfeverance fhe purfues that ex-

Region to reach the Neceffaries, and Conveniencies of Life.
They boatt not the attrative Charms of wide Domains, or
hidden Wealth, or fmiling Patrons, to fix one conftant Re-
fidence. Hunger, and the various Sufferings of their faith-
ful Wives, and tender Infants, plead with Eloquence irre-
Gftible. The fo much boafted Amsr Patrie, and all other
Ties of Friendfhip and Confanguinity, are abforb’d in thefe,
that being the poor Man’s Country, where Subfiftance, the
Want of which deftroys all focial and domeftic Happinefs, is
moft eafily attain’d. What Caufe gave Burth to that Inunda-
tion of Barbarians burfting from the North, and overwhelm-
ing fo many potent States and Empires, but that the Lands
fufficed not for theit Maintenance, Had Commerce flourithed
then amongft them, thcy would, lke the induftrious Hol-
landers, have found infinite Refources within themfelves.
Their Neceflities had been fupplied from the Fruits of their
own Induttry, and the Reman Eagle might poflibly have fill
fpread his Wings over the greateft Part of Europe, How did
that politic Prince, Lezvis the X1Vth, after the Lofs of feveral
Battles, during the Time of a fevere Scarcity in France, te-
cruit hus different Armies, which then wanted Eighty Thou-
fand Men, but by proclaiming throughout his extenfive
Dominions, that the greateft’ Plenty reign’d among®t his
Soldiers ? Did not the hungry Poor flock fo faft from every
Village, in order more fully to fatisfy the craving Demands
of Nature, that over and above the Numbers wanted, Twen-
ty new Regiments were raifed ? If Poverty then, and the
Want of due Subfiftance, will induce Men to brave the great-
eft Dangers, cven that of Death itfelf, how much more
muft they operate when no- fuch Danger occurs? View but
the Number of Germzz ani other Emigrants,
of obtaining a2 mote g
neighbouring Coleni

whom Hopes
2:rous Suppore have brought into our
, and fay by what Means could have

of greater Value than what fhe buys from other States ! This
is the Golden Rule, by the conftant Obferrance of which
fhe rendess foreign Princes in great Meafure her Tributaries ;
and from this Source, as from a fruitful Spring, fow all hes
Wealth and Power, as Gold and Silver ever pay the national
Ballance. How wretched then and unfortunate muft that
§me §e, which by the Obfervance of a contrary Condu&,
in buying annually more in Value, than what fhe fells to,
for_elgn Countries, lays the fure Foundation of Poverty,
Mifery, and Depopulation. By the happy Influence of the
fox.n!er, the \Yheels of Trade receive a brifker Motion, the
Spirit of Agriculture is promoted, and the Rents of Lands
are advanced ; the particular Quantities of Gold and Silver
in a State, being in general the Standard or Criterion of
their Value ; but on the contrary, the Wheels are clogg’d,
Hufbandry negle@ed, and the Lands le't in Time, like a de-
folate Foreft, fit only as an Habitation for the fierce and une
civiliz'd Savages of the Woods. In high Eftimation indeed
wou'd the Lands of this Province have been held, cou’d
the current Prices of our Staple in the Year Seventeea
Hundred and Fifty-nine have been fince fupported ; but to
what, except to the great Difpropostion of Money at Market
to purchafc, and Tobacco for Sale, cou’d it's extraordinary
Advance even at that Time be juftly attributed. Had Bills
or Money, in the Merchants Hands, been equal only to
half the Value of Tobacco fold, how great muft have been
the Fall of the latter; but how much greater ftill, had

juft ard important Objeét then of the Attention of every
Country is the Increafe of her trading Stock, fince from the
particular Quantum of Gold and Silver in it, wbick are a-

Norwwick, Dirmingham, Cilibefier, S, wheie by the Bleflings

beea fo long continued to them that Affluence they enjoy,

lone the truc and genuine Off-fprings of a fuccefsful foreign
Commerce,

cellent and wife Maxim of rendering her annual Exports °

the Difproportion been at firft as much revers’d. What a
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