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before the Pafling the firft Infpection Law
in this Province), containing very important Hints
for the Improvement and’Regulation of the Trade
of this Province, is now Re-printed at the _Inﬁancc
of fucdry Subfcribers, who are of Opinion that
gothing but fome fuch Scheme can refcue this
Province from the low and languid State to which
st's Commerce is reduc’d, and cnable the People
to pay the heavy Taxes ‘they muft neceflagily be
purthen'd with, in Confequence of the prefent
Difturbances in America. Itis recommended tor
the candid Perufal of all Well-wifhers to their
Country, who (it is hop'd) will confider its Con-
wents with all the Attention fo interefting a Subjeét
deferves, and oblige the Public with fuch Remarks
and Difquifitions as may bring this. moft emolu-
mental Scheme to Maturity and Perfeétion.

An ESSAY on the Means of .]m;ra'uir;g the Trade
of MARYLAND.

Secrion L.

O0BACCO is a Commodity which
the Europeans are fo .extremely fond
of, that they muft and will have it,
in fpite of the high Daties that are
almoft every where laid upon it : Yet

they cannot be fapplied with it, in any confidera-
ble Quantity, but from this and the neighbouring
Province. Thefe'are Circumftances which, if but’
rightly improved, might render Tobacco a more
valuable Branch of Commerce, in Proportion; to
the Number of Hands employed. in“it,. than the
Sugar-Trade ; for in this the Fremb are our for-
midable Rivals, but in the other we have no
Competitors that attempt to appear with us at
the fame Market.

. Ysr, of late, Topacco has hardly cleared:to)}!
us of this Colony the'Coft of making ir; tho' in:
Hirgiria it bears an extraordinary Brice.  There’
are feveral concurrent Caufes that otcafion this
Difference, which would all ceafo on-an Ins¥eECT-
e Law. :

I. Tue principal- one is, that the ToEacco
exported from Kirginia is.all found and good ;
whereas ours is mix'd with a'great deal of Trafh,.

which can fell for. nothing, yet pays as much:
Preight, Infurance, Commiffion, ¢F¢. as that
which is merchantable. e

‘I Tue Trafh obliges us to fell our Staple to
the French and Dutch, from whom we muft there-
fore take juft what they pleafe to give us for it.

Tuz ToBacco confumed in England muft, by
reafon of the great' Dngf on it, coft-the Retailers.
abogt 84, Sterling a Pound ; and therefors, : if
theyicould be fofficiently fapplied from Virginia,
they would' never ran’ the Rifque of ‘purchafing
any from ®hence ; for by every Pound of Trath
in a'‘Hogfhead they lofe 8 4. Sterling,. For alike
Reafon we are in a Manner excluded from vend-
ing out Staple”in ‘moft other Countries’ in Europe,
and which are the beft Markets for:it.. - R

But the Daty.on'Goods imported into Holland
being very fmall, and laid-on the:Valae of. the
Commodity, tte Durch tako off»a confiderable
Quantity of our 'I:OBACCO.i The greateft Part,
however, is fold ta the Farmers-General in Franée,
who, in Confideration of a great ycarly Rent paid
to the Crown, have the fole Privilefe of impottin
Tobacco into" thatKingdom ;-and it being alfo_
réailed on -their “Account, they cannat fuffer by
the Trafh; as the:Tobacconifts do in Englasd and
other Places. - Burtho' theytheréfore do buy the !
gieateft Pare'of whatwe make, yet being confined '
to fell'it o them, as our Trafh exclodes us from
almoft"every "other - Market; and" eére’ being no
other Parchaférs' allowed: in France that might bid*
fdr theContriiodity, ‘'we muft fet them have it on

Veflel with a Cargo to- purchafe a Load of To-

'Expence that he' would be at:in Firginia.

Price.

HI. Tue bad Quality of a great Part of our
Staple, as it is occafioned by the ill Curing, un-
feafonable Prefling, and other carelefs Manage-
ment, muft neceffarily leffen the Demand, and
confequently the Price of it : Whereas, if it was
all found, and fragrant, the Confumption even
among the French-and Dutch would be much in-
creafed.

Tosacco badly cored, or fpoiled in the prefling,
contra@s a funky loathfome Scent, that muft ren-
der it very unhealthy, and raife an Averfion in
the Takers to the Commodity itfelf. The Far-
mers of the French Revenue cannot but be very
(enfible of this; and in Fa&, we fee that they
rather chofe to purchafe Virginia Tosacco’ at
almoft any Price, than accept of ours at the loweft
Rate, by which they run the Rifque of difgulting
their Cuftomers, from whom they get near as
many Shillings for a Pound of Tosacco as they
pay Pence for it.

“T'ine Reader will readily obferve, that whatever
leffens the Value of our Staple in- Eurepe, muft alfo
{ink the Price of it in Maryland.

" 1V. .But there is another Reafon why To-
sacco fells fo low in’ this Colony, compared to
what it yields in Virginias arid that is, the much
quicker Difpatch given to Veffels, and the greater
Eafe in purchafing the Commodity there than here.
Tue Notes given by the InfpeQors for the To-
sacco of the neighbouring Brovince, fo exceed-
ingly facilitate the Exchange of ity whether for
Money or Goods,. that orie Faltor there can pur-
chafe, in lefs'Time, and with much lefs Trouble
and Charge, more Tobacco than 4 or 5 Fa&ors
can do here; fo that a Merchant, who fends a

pacco in Maryland, is at fouror five TimcsAths
n
the Commodity being thére colle@ted in public
Warchoufes; his- Veffel may be foon difpatched
from theneo. after- her Arrival ; whereas here, a2
Ship fometimes waits four or five Months for her
Loading: It is'not therefore to be wonder'd at,
if 2 Merchant wonld- rather give 7.+. Sterling per
Hundred for Tosacco’ in Virginia; than .
here, fappofing the Commodity in both - Places

equally good. )
Aprar having obferved, that the Shippers are
affeQed by the %)chy which Veflels meet with,

but not by the Difﬁculgv of purchafing ToBacco ;
Ir may be objefted, That the Freight from
Maryland home is lower than from the neighbour-
ing Colony; and that thercfore the Difpatch
given there to the Shipping can be no Reafon why
oar Tosacco - yields lefs here, or netts lefs at
home, than that of Firginia. ' b
"T'o which it is anfwefed, That here the Mafer
of a Veflel never figns a Bill of Lading but for
the. Hogfhead ; but in Firgiria he is obliged not
only to fign the Bill for the Hogfhead, but for the
Weight of it'; and therefore the Fa&or to whom
the: ‘Topacco- is: confi ned, muft account’ for!
every Pound-of it to the Shipper ; But’ what goés®
from hence always fuftains an.intolerable Lofs by
the/ Weight. ~ From whence it follows, that a:
Merchant’ who fends -a Veflel here on Freight,
which hardly evér ‘hhppens but for the Sake of
the Confignments, may gain more - by taking in
Tosacco at 141, per Ton, than he could do at
161. in Virgiria. Therefore, ‘adsitting the Faét
to be true, “as I believe it'is, on which'the Objec-
tion i's‘grounded, ‘hothing ‘can be cd'nc!udedi from
it againft the ‘Affeftion ‘ laid déwn; that our To-
paceo muft nett:lefs’ at¢ bomie, than‘ that from
Pirginia (and- confequently muft yield lcfs here),
by reafon of the, greates Difpatch given'to Veflels

however, ¢ fee-foodd’z Phcnéiienon’ in e
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HE following E S SAY (which was Wrote | for their Leavings the Datch will giveus agreater| Now it is evident, that the feveral Inconveni-

encies before explained, which our Staple, afd the
Trade for it labour under, would be all effe&tually
remedied by an InspecTing Law; and therefore
the Neceflity and Advantages of fuch a Regulation
muft appear vifible.
Ax InspecTiNG Law is the univerfal one of
Commerce. Except Maryland, where is there now
a trading policied Country on the Face of the
Globe, whofe Staple is not under the ftricteft Pus-
tic InspecTion?
As to the Apprehenfion of Partiality in the
INspECTORS, it can only proceed from the Want
of a due Attention to the Nature of the Recu-
Lation. Itwill be one of thofe popular Laws,
that always exccute themfelves. TE: Inspec-
Tors will be as narrowly watched, as the Coun-
terfeiters and Utterers of falfe Coin, and for the
like Reafons. )
Section IL
We have before feen how the ere&ting of public
Warehoufes, to lodge the Tonacco in after In-
spECTION, would confiderably leffenr the Freight,
thro’ the Difpatch that would thereby be given to
the Veffels : -But the Saving on that Article would
be much more, ifthe Tosacco brought to thofe
Warehoufes was to be tranfported to ‘T'wo Ports,
One on each Side of the Bay. This would not
clath with an InspscTineg Law, being only an
Ingraftment on it; and therefore might be done
at any Time after, when the Inhabitants fhould
be convinced of the vaft Advantage it would be to
them. By an A& of Affembly formerly pafs'd,
all Veffels were obliged to load at Two certain
Ports : But that Defign failed, through the Infaf-
ficiency of fmall Craft; which can be no Obje&ion
at prefent.  Yct even now it would be much more
convenient, and lefs expenfive, to the Planters,
to allow a Salary to fuch as would undertake to
carry their Tobacco from the Infpeting Houfes in
the Counties to the capital Ports, than to tranfport
it thither directly themfelves ; for a common Car-
rier can do the Bufinefs of many at the fame Ex-
pence, that one can do his own himfelf.
Suppose the annual Charge would amount to
3600 /. Sterling, which is 2s. per Hogfhead ; and
that a Veflel, if her Loading could be ready to
put on board at her Arrival, as it always would
be after ere@ting thefe Ports, might be difpatched’
a Month and a half fooner, than fhe cou d when
obliged to take in her Tosacco at feveral In-
fpecting Houfes ; and it will appear, that the Pro-
vince would fave every Year, by the Regulation
propofed, about 8400 /. Sterling : For the Tobac-
co we annually make requircs'100 Veflels, carry-
ing 360 Hogfheads cach, to tranfport it ; whofe
Expences, during 2 Month and a half, may be
computed at 12000/, that being 80 /. per Month
for:each Veflel. )

“Tue feveral Profits that are made in handing a’
Commodity from the Planter, the Farmer an
Manufa@urer, to the Confumer, ought to be con-
fidered by the latter in the fame Lig%t as he would
fo'many Taxes on it. Therefore, if by any Con-
trivance the-Gain of the Merchants, and of thofs
eriployed under them, that they make by exchang-
ing Britifb Goods with us for our Tosacco; could
be reduced : For Inftance, from 110 to 10 per
Cent, it would be exadtly the fame Thing to the’
Planters, as if a Tax of 100 per Cent was to be
taken off all Commodities imported into the Proa
vineés N .

‘Trat thefe Ports would powerfully operate in.
producing fuch an Effe&, I' fhall now proceed to
fhew, = -+ - :

‘In - the<firft Place, they would become Two'
great Magazines of all the Britip Goods imported
into the Province. There the greateft Tobacco
Purchafers would immediately fettle, and thither
the Plariters would all refort; for the Boats and

in-that Province than’in’ this. . T'fhould bc.:lglad,
rad

their own Térms 1 - Nors can- it'b imsgiged, thatc

aceount ed ifér tin-a-différent’Manners e

gther Craft condnually plying’ there from all Parts

| ; i [ NVumb. 670]
ND GAZET T E,

| 3 Corztammg the ﬁ'e/bcﬁ Jdvi‘m Sforeign and domeftic.

of

g g sy O I
AT AT

T g o e s LT T
v SNREN 1. =




