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The W O R L D.

HERE was an ancient Se&t of Phi-
lofophers, the Difciples of Pythagoras,
“who held, that the Souls of Men and
all other Animals exifted in a State of
perpetual Tranfmigration ; and that,
hen by Death they wete diflodged from one cor-
oreal Habitation, they were immediately reinfta-
d in another, happier or more miferable, accord-
b to their Behaviour in the former : So that when
hy Perfon made his Exit from the Stage of this
orld, he was fuppofed only to retire behind the
enes to be new dreffed, and to have had a new
art afligned him, more or lefs agreeable, in Pro-
ortion to the Merit of his Performance in the laft.
This Doétrine of Tranfmigration, I muft own,
as always a very favourite Tenet of mine, and
ways appeared to me one of the moft rational
veffes of the human Mind into a future State.
thall here therefore endeavour to fhew the great
obability of its Truth from the following Confi-
rations.  Firft, from its Juftice; fecondly, from
s Utility ; and laftly, from the Difficulties we lie
pder to account for the Sufferings of many inno-
t Creatures without it.
Firlt then, the Juftice of this Syftem exceeds
at of all others; becaufe, by it the great Law
Retaliation may be more ftrily adhered to :
or by Means of this Metamorphofis, Men may
ffer in one Life the very fame Injuries which
y have inflited in anothes ; and that too in
¢ very fame Perfons, by a Change only of Situ-
ton. Thus, for Inftance, the cruel Tyrant who
one Life has fported with the Miferies of his
aves, may in the next feel all the Miferies of
avery under a Mafter as unmerciful as himfelf.
he relentlcls and unjuft Judge may be imprifon-
, condemned and hanged in his Turn. Divines
ay be compelled by Fire and Faggot to believe
¢ Creeds and Articles they have compofed for
¢ Edification of others; and Soldiers may be
undered and ravithed, in the Perfons of de-
celefs Peafants and innocent Virgins. The
awyer reviving in the Charaéter of a Client may
tormented with Delay, Expence, Uncertainty,
hd Difappointment ; and the Phyfician, who in
¢ Life had taken exorbitant Fees, may be oblig-
i to take -Phyfic in another. All thofe who
der the honourable Denomination of Sportfmen
ve entertaified themfelves with the Miferies and
sftru@tion of innocent Animals, may be terrified
hd murdered in the Shapes of Hares, Partridges
hd Woodcocks ; and all thofe who under the
ore illuftrious Title of Heroes have delighted in
Devaftation of their own Species, miay be maf-
cred by each other in the Forms of invincible
ame-Cocks, and pertinacious Bull-Dogs. As for
catefmen, Minifters, and all great Men devoted
p great Bufinefs, they, however guilty, cannot be
pore properly, nor more feverely punifhed, than
¥ being obliged to reaffume their former Charac-
13, and to live the very fame Lives over again.
In the next Place, the Utility of this Syftem is
qeal to its Juftice, and happily coincides with
: For by Means of this Tran{migration, all the
eceflary Inconveniences, ‘and all the burthenfome
PEces of Life being impofed on thofe only, who
their Mifbehaviour in a former State have de-
ved them, become at once juft Punifhments to
fem, and at the fame Time Benefits to Society ;
d fo all thofe, who have injured the Public in
n¢ Life by their Vices, are obliged in anéther to
tke Reparation by their Sufferings. Thus the
yrant, who by his Power has opprefled his Coun-
) in the Situation of a Prince, in that of a Slave
igobc compelled to do it fome Service by his
asour. The Highwayman who has ftopped and
fandered Travellers, may expedite and afiift them
the Shape of a Poft-Horfe. The metaphorical

ploits, converted into a real one, may make them
fome Compenfation by his Haunches ; and mighty
Conquerors, who have laid wafte the World by
their Swords, may be obliged, by a fmall Altera-
tion in Sex and Situation, to contribute to its
repeopling, by the Qualms of Breeding, and the
Pains of Child-Birth. -

For my own Part, I verily believe this to be
the Cafe. I make no Doubt but that Louis XIV.
is now chained to an Oar in the Galleys of France,
and that Hernands Cortex is digging Gold in the
Mines of Peru or Mexico. 'That Turpin the High-
wayman is feveral Times a Day fpurred backwards
and forwards between London and Epping ; and that
Lord * * *, and Sir Harry ® * * *, are now
aCually, Roafting for a City Feaft. I Queftion
not but that dlexander the Great, and Fulius Czfar,
have died many Times in Child-Bed fince their
Appearance in thofe illuftrious and depopulating
Characters ; that Charles XII. is at this Inftant a
-Curate’s Wife in fome remote Village, with a
numerous and increafing Family ; and that Kou/i
Khan is now whipped from Parifh to Parifh, in the
Perfon of a big-bellied Beggar-Woman, with two
Children in her Arms and three at her Back.

Laftly, the Probability of this Syftem appears
from the Difficulty of accounting for the Sufferings
of many innocent Creatures without it; for if we
look round us, we cannot but obferve a great
and wretched Variety of this Kind ; numberlefs
Animals fubje@ted by their own Natures to many
Miferies, and by our Cruclties to many more;
incapable of Crimes, and confequently incapable
of deferving them; called into Being, as far as
we can difcover, only to be miferable for the
Service or Diverfion of others lefs meritorious
than themfelves; without any Poffibility of pre-
venting, deferving, or receiving Recompence for
their unhappy Lot, if their whole Exiftence is
comprehended 'in the narrow and wretched Circle
of their prefent Life. But the Thecry here incul-
cated removes all thefe Difficulties, and reconciles
thefe feemingly unjuft Difpenfations with the ftrict.
eft Juftice : It informs us, that thefc their Suffer-
ings may be by no Means undeferved, but the
jutt Punifhments of their former Mifbehaviour in
a State, where, by Means of their very Vices,
they may have efcaped them. It teaches us, that
the purfued and perfecuted Fox was once probably
fome crafty and rapacious Minifter, who had pur-
chafed by his ill-acquired Wealth that Safety which
he cannot now procure by his Flight : That the
Bull, baited with all the Cruelties that human In-
genuity or human Malevolence can invent, was
onoc fome relentle{s Tyrant,.who had inflited all
the Tortures which he now endures : That the
poor Bird, blinded, imprifoned, and at laft ftarved
to Death in a Cage, may have been fome unfor-
giving Creditor ; and the widowed Turtle, pining
away Life for the Lofs of her Mate, fome fathion-
able Wife rejoicing at the Death of her Hufband,
which her own Ill-ufage had occafioned.

-Never can the delicious Repatft of roafted Lob-
fers excite my Appetiteggewhillt the Ideas of the
Tortures in which' thofeinnocent Creatures have
cxpired, prefent themfelves to my Imagination.
But when I confider that they muft have once
prebably been Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutchmen
at Amboyra, I fall too, both with a good Stomach
and a good Confciertte, and pleafe myfelf wn.h
the Thoughts, that I am thus offering up a Sacri-
fice acceptable to the Manes of many Millions of
maflacred Iwdians. Never can I repofe myfelf
Lwith Satisfattion in a Poft-Chaife, whilt I look
upon the ftarved, foundered, ulcerated, ard ex-
coriated Animals who draw it as mere Horfes,
condemned to fuch exquifite and unmerited Tor-
ments for my Convenience; but when I refle&,
that they once muft undoubtedly have exifted in
the Chara&@ers of T'urnkeys of Newgate, or Fathers

7
t,afc.as E?ediﬁon ;_and am perfedtly fatisfied,
that in purfuing my Journey I am but the Exe.
cutioner of -the friteft Juftice.

I very well know that thefe Sentiments will be
treated as ludicrous by many of my Readers,
and looked upon only as the Produétions of an
exuberant Imagination; but I know likewife,
that this is owing to ill-grounded Pride, and falfe
Notions of the %)ignity of human Nature; for
they are in themfelves juft and ferious, and carry
with them the frongeft Probability of their
fI’rugh: So ftrong is it, that I cannot but hope .
it will have fome good Effet on the Condu& of
thofe polite People, who are too fagacious, leamn-
ed and courageous to be kept in Awe by the
Threats of Hell and Damnation; and I exhort
every fine Lady to. confider how wretched will
be her Condition, if after twenty or thirty Years
fpent at Cards, in elegant Rooms kept warm by
good Fires and foft Carpets, fhe fhould at laft be
obliged to change Places with one of her Coach-
Horfes; and every fine Gentleman to refle@ how
much more wretched would be his, if after waft-
ing his Eftate, his Health and his Life in Extrava-
gance, Indolence and Luxury, he fhould again
revive in the Situation of one of his Creditors.

@‘W%%ﬁ#&%%@mm@
LONDON, February s.

On tke Right Honourable WILLIAM PITT, Ef;
now one of kis Majefly's Principal Secretaries of
State.

H thou, ordain'd at length by pittying Fate,
To fave from Ruin a declining State ;
At whofe Command our Paffions rife and fall,
Obedient to the Magic of thy Call :
Attend the Bard, who fcorns the venal Lays
Which fervile Flatt'ry, fpurious Greatnefs pays ;
Above Temptation, and unaw'd by Pow’r,
Pleas’d with his prefent Lot, nor wifthes more,
Save that kind Heav’n wou'd give his warm Defire,
What Kings can’t grant, nor Courtiers oft require,
From each low View, of felfith Fa&ion free,
To think, to fpeak, to live, O PitT, like thee.

*Tis very reafonable to expe&, that public Af-
fairs will now be conduted with that Fidelity and
Vigour neceffary to regain the CharaQer of a Bri-
tith M------ Y- The above may be looked upon
as the Sentiments of the judicious Part of the
Nation, on the prefent Prime Minifter,

Letter from on board the Torbay at Port{-
mouth, December 15.
““ We are now return’d into this Harbour from
our Cruize, during avhich ave bave pick'd up ‘three
or four fmall Sbips, laden avith Wine, c. but avbat
aill, 1 bope, crown our Werk, and be of the greateft
Service to our Ceuntry, is the taking a French Skip
bound from Rochelle to. Louifburg avith Provificns,
Stores, &c.  She is a fine Skip, and the only one, as
the Captain tells us, that ever the French King aas
on board of ; fbe mounts 36 Guns, and I can affure
you bebaved wery avell.  We fell in avith ber in the
Ewening, and came avithin Gun-fhot at Ten at Night,
awbhen fhe continued firing as faff as fbe could icd
till after Midnight.  We hailed them, and told them
it aould be awafling Powder and Skot, as well as
their Men's Lives, as we aere a King's Ship of
74 Gans; to awhich they returned an Anfaver little
better than, Kifi my A----, Ve return’d the Com- -
pliment avith a Broadfide, awkich fi chafiifed ber
Infolence that fbe foon firuck, and awe bave brought
ber fafe into Port. ;
Extra& of a Letter from a Merchant at Dale, in
Milford-Haven, to the Owners of the Mary
Snow, late Richmond for Virginia, dated the
13th of December. o
“ Yefarday put into this Port” §ourVéfel, avbich

Puck, who has-terrified fober Citizens by his Ex-

Lof the holy Inquifition, I gallop on with as much’

avas taken by the Le Roche Privvateer, of 272 Nine-
Pounders,




