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Preforie Yo Imagine ft will not a little {rlt{fy your Cd-
riohty to receive, from an Eye-Witnefs thereof, fome

Accoint of the late dreadful EAznTnouaxe, which laid
the Capital of Pertugal in Rujns ; o8 of the'Firz which
thereupon broke out in feveral Parts of them at once, and
affifted by fome wicked Lncendiaries for the Sake of Plun-
S:'x) burning furioully for five fucceffive Days, reduced that
wholc Metropolis to Afhes ; rendering it fuch a Spe&acle of
Terror and Amaz¢inent, as well as of Defolation to Be-
holders, as perhaps has not been equalled from the Foun-
dation of the World ! Of thefe, my Friend, I fhall en-
deavour to give you a true Defeription: Relying on the
Veracity of my Narrative to atone for all Imperfections of
Stile and Method : Particulars, that a Mind and Heart
agitated as mine have been, muft be fuppofed little capable
of attending to, and therefore I only pretend to give you a
fimple Account of Things juft as they happened, without any
other Circumftance to reccmmend it to your ferious Perufal,
than the Importance cf the Subjed, and the Veracity of
the Relation.

It may, perhaps, be neceffary previoufly to infotm you,
that the City of Lifton, which was fituated on the Northern
Shore of the River Tagus, about fix Leagues from the Sea,
ftood upon very uneven Ground, and alfo that its Strects and
Buildihgs in general, were extremely irregular. A Valley
between twohigh Hills, 2ll covered thick with Edifices; is the
general Defcription of the Place.  The Valley which runs
North and South, was undoubtedly the Seat of the ancient
City : On the Side next theRuver of which ftood the King's
Yalace, with a large cpen Square to the Eaftward of it, te-
prrated by fome low Buildings, a fmall Fort and a Wall,
trom the principal Key of the City, and a much frequented
fandy Beach: On the other Side of the Valley was another
extenfive Square called Reciz, in which there was held a
daily Market, and a weckly Fair :  And there was the In-
quifition fituated, the Church and Convent of St. Deminick,
the Hofpital, and cther public as well as private Buildings.
The principal Streets of the City were between thefe two
Squares, and the Middle of them might be reckoned the
Centre of it. On the Summit of the Hill to the Eaftern
Side, was fituated the Cagtle of St. Gesrge, or Liffon, with
a fpacious Platform before it, furrounded by a parapet Wall
which was planted thick with Cannon. And the whole
Hill except Part of the Weftern Side of it was covered thick
with Buildings, the Streets and Lanes of which, were moft
gemarkably narrow. On the Hill to the Weftward werc
many flately Bubldings, particularly the Palace of Braganza,
and in this Part of the Town the Streets were in general

“wider, the Buildings better, and the Profpeéts pleafanter
than in either of the others. There were fcattered about
the various Parts of the City, many fpacious Convents and
princely Palaces of the Nobility : And ‘of Chuiches and
Chapels an innumerable Quantity, not extremely beautiful in
their Archite€ture, but immenfely rich in interior Orna-
ments. I fhall not enlarge on the other public or private
_Parts of that City which is now no more ; having, I hope,
iven you an Tdea of its Situation fufficient for my prefent
urpo{)e. The Number of Souls it contained, I have heard
nationally computed at about Three Hundred and Fifty
Thoufand,

It may be proper, likewife, here to inform you, that va-
ricus have been the Opinions of People concerning the Time
of Duration of the two violent Shocks of the Earthquake,
and fhe Interval that was between them 5 which I, and
many others, have eflimated at a Quarter of! an Hour, mea-
furing it in our Imaginations by what we employed ourfelves
about from the Beginning to the Ending of that tremendous
Vifitation ; during the Operations of which, as it pleafed
God to preferve my Mind in intire Compofure, and its full
Firmpefs, Ifhall inform’ you of what paft with me, and that
perhaps will give you a tolerable Idea of theEArTHQuAax:
and at the fame time enable you to judge of the Time of its
Duration. o

I lived in a Houfe not fat from the Centre of the City, at
a fmall Eminence on the foot of the Hill, towards the Eaf-
ternSide of it. OurHoufe was four Stories high, reckoning
the ground Story for one, the two uppermoft of which, asis
ufual in that City, ferved for the Accommodation of our

" Family, the lower ones being allotted for the ufes of Bufinefs,
Stabling, &c. In the third Story was my Bed-chamber,
and one of the two outermoft next the Street of feven
Rooms that were upon that Floor. There was I fitting on
the firft Day of the prefent Month, about ten of the Clock
in the Moming, (the Weather beix:g ferene, and the Sky
without a Cloud in it,) when I felt the Houfe begin geatly
to fhake ; which gradually increafed with a ruthing Noife,

like the Sound of heavy Carriages, driving hard at fome

Diftagce, ard fuch I a?m imagined the Caufe of the Noife
and Shaking I heard and felt, But both of them gradoally
jrcreafing, and obferving the Pi€tures in my Room to flap
againft the Walls, I flarted up, and immediately perceived
it wasan EARTRQUAXE ; and having never béen fenfible
of the Shaking of one before, I ftood a good while very
coirpofedly remarking its Operations; till from waving and
fhaking, I thought the Room began to roul, which made
e run towards an inward cne; more to the Centre of
the Houfe ; but the Motion was then fo extremely viclent,
that I whix Difficulty. kept upon my Feet. Every part
of the Houfe cratked about me, the Tiles. rattled on
the Top of it ; the Walls rent on every fide 3 the Doors
of a pretty large Book-cafe that ftood in my Room, and
which were locked, burft open, and the Books fzll from the
Shelves within it, but not till gfter I was got into the Room
adjoining § and'T heard, with Terrcr, the falling of Houfes
found aboat, and the imlmtxé;nd Cries o{mPe;:ple gro;n
ev varter. At length, all beginning to ettle-into Stil-
‘neelf:ya:lm'n, I went into three or four Rooms cf the Floor
was upan, to Jook for Servants, butfinding none, concluded,
with good reafon, they had all left'the Houfe. -So retarn-
ing to my Room, I determined to thange, my Cloaths (for I
was in a Night-Gown, Cag, and Slippefs,) aad go out alfo,
1 bad greft my Legs, and w3 pumcn oy “Coat ‘and
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the Ruins of many others in the narrow Streets I muft be

Bed to remain where I was, which was
‘on a winding Stone Staircafe, each fiep of which wasan en-
tir¢ Stone, of about the length of a Yard and an half j~and
thisplace Tehofe preferable to any other on the Confideration,
that if the Houle fell, the Stones over my Héad would put
an immediate end to my Life, and prevent the more mifera
Fate of-bting .buried alive under Ruins, Here while § re-
mained, ' the Steps T flood upon as well as thofe over my
Head, liftzd to a moft fhocking Degree, and I expected ev:?
Moment to be crufhed to Deat, Here, while I continn
I heard, from fome part of the Yard below me, 2 mournfni
Voice groanihg, and calling out for Help, with confiderable
intervening Paufes, at lealt for a dozen Times before the
fhaking of the Houfe, and the falling of Stones weuld per-
mit my endeavour to offer any Affiftance, Which when I
found an Opportunity for doing, I did, and difcovered the
Perfon in Diftrefs was our own Houfe-keeper, who in the
firft Shock, had endeavoured to run out of our Houfe, with
a Man. Scrvant, but were met at the Strect door by the
Wall of a Houfe falling from the oppofite fide of the Way,
which wounded them both, bat particularly the pocr Woman,
and half buried them in its Rubbifh. :

Now putting all thefe Particulars of Obfervation and Em-
ployment together, T feave you tojudge if they could be well
cemprifed within lefs Tiine than a quarter cf an Hour:
And, indeed, from comparing my Calcalation with thofe of
fome others, I find my Opinion confirmed concerning the
Time the two Shocks of the Earthquake and the Interval
betwixt them lafted, There has alfo been another Difpute
here abeut the exa@ Time in which the £rft Tremor began,
Some thinking it was before, others after ten of the Clock ;
but the greateft Number pronounce the Clock had not ftruck.
And in Confirmation cof their Opinion, Ihave feen a Letter
from Cadiz, that mentioned the Shock's being felt there at
fifty-feven Minutes after Nine : And as it was much lefs
confiderable there, it may, I think, be reafonably concluded
to*have happened fomething earlier at Lifben,

[Tée Rexzainder to be in cur mext.]

WILLIAMSBURG, Mays.

We have the Pleafyte to acquaint the l’uglic,
that a great Number of the principal Gentlemen
of this Colony have voluntarily affociated them-
felves under the Command of the Honourable
Pcyton Randolph, Efg; .at their own Expence, to
march to the Frontiers of this Colony, for reliev-
ing their diftreffed Fellow Subje€ts, and chaftifing
the Infolence, and revenging the Cruelties of the
French, and their barbarous Allies ; and for thefe
Purpofes have agreed to meet at Frederickfburg,
the zoth of this Inftant, with fuch a Number of
Men as each of them has undertaken to employ
and maintain in this Service, drefied in fhort plain
blue Frocks with crofs Pockets, fhort white Nan-
keen, or brown Holland Waiftcoats, and Breeches
of the fame, and plain-Hats; armed each with a
Firelock, a Brace of Piftols, and a cutting Sword,
and furnifhed with one Pound of Powder, and’
four Pounds of Ball ; each Affociator who goes
paying immediately to the commanding Officer
three Pounds, and “the fame Sum for every Man
he carries with him, and thofe who do not go,
ten Pounds for every Man they fend.

This Affociation began on Saturday laft, and a
great Number of young Gentlemen in and about
Williamfburg, have already engaged themfelves,
in this Service, and as it is not doubted the fame
public Spirit will prevail thro® the whole Country,
itise ed the Appearance of the Affociators at
Fredenckfburg will be very numerous.

Every Gentleman in this Colony has now an
Opportunity of manifefting his Zeal for the Good
ofp his Country, by entering into, or contributing
according to his Abilities towards this laudable
Undertaking : And whoever but ferioufly reflects
on the unhappy Situation of our Countrymen on
the Frontiers, will need no other Inducement to
exert himfelf to the utmoft on this Occafion.

Nunc tall axxilio, nunc defenforibus illis
Tempus gget. - Vira.
Laft Saturday ‘his Honour the Governor was
leafed to give his Affent to the following
%ilh',‘ iz, b T
An A& for raifing the Sum of Twenty Five Thou-
. fand Pounds, for the better Prote&ion of the In-
habitants on the Frontiers of this Colony, and

for other Purpofes therein mentioned., .
An A& for appointing a Treéfurer.

An A& to revive and amend an A&, intituled,
An A&t for infpe@ting Pork, Beef, Flour, Tar,
Pitch, and Turpentine, - -

An Ag for difarmurig Papifts, an uted Papifty,
refafing to take the Oaths to the Government.

An A& for appointing Truftees to leafe out certain

Lands and Slayey, and {or.gther Purpofés thesein

obliged tor!: before I cogld get toany Place of greatery
Safety, fo I determi
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‘Provifion agaidft Invafions and Infi

A& for raifing the Sum of Twenty Five Thou. -
fand Pounds, for the bettér Proteftion’ of the
Inhabitants on the-Frontiers of this Colony, and
for other Purpofes therein mentioned. (Byrk
A& the further Sum of Thirty Thoufasd Peindy
raifed for.the Suppert uand Pay of tht Militia e,
dered out to the Frontiers:) S g
An A& for granting Prote&tion to certain Peffony,
and for other Purpofes therein mentioned. -
An AR for continuing and amending an AR, in.
timled, An A& for the Relief of the Propricton
of the Tobacco barnt at Bolling's Point Ware.
houfe, in the County of Dinwifdic, and for the
Relief of the Proprictors of Tobacco bumt iy
Coan and Deep-Creek Warchoufes. '(The Sen
of Taveloe Thoufand Pounds is raifed for. thef;
Purpofes. ) . i
An A& for appointing a public Ferry, and for dif.
contiu;xing a former one.
An A& for paying the Burgefles Wages for thy
prefent Sc}f,ﬁon t;gf Achmuﬁ;': o :

‘And then made the following SPEECH.,

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, axl
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Burgeffes,

I THANK you for the fegeral Votes of Supply
granted this Seffion, for Prote®ion of ou
Frontiers, and defeating the mifchicvons apjut

Enemy, and I hope it will have the defired Effed.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Burgefles, -

I cansot help exprefliig my Réferitment at the
eat Indignity offered the Supream Court of thi
olony by fending your Mace-Bearer within the
Bar, and taking away fuch of the Minifters of
that Court, as were Members of your Houfe, and
thereby obftruéting, in fome Meafure, the Courf
of Juftice, which is an unprecedented Step; yot
maft all be fenfible that the Profperity and Repu.
tation of a Country, depends as much upon a
and orderly Adminiftration of Juftice, as upon the
Power of enating Laws ; thefe, however wifely
formed, will be always ineffeual and ufelefs,
unlefs properly carried into Execution.

Gentlemen, I recommend to you when you go t
your refpective Counties, to ufe your Influence
in having the Militia properly- colleited together,
exercifed, and ready on a Call, for the Protetion
of our Country in thefe perilous Times.

I with you an _ag-reuglce Recefs, and I thick
proper to prorogue jou to the fecond Thur{day ia
OQober, and you are accordingly prorogued w
that Time.

~

Yefterday Morning died at his Houfe in

Prefident of his Majcﬁ"s Council of this Colony.
This Week the Honourable Peter Randolph
and William Byrd, Efquire$, .Commiffioners to
treat with the Catawbx and Cherokee Inditn Na-
tions, and the other Gentlemen who went out with
them, returned in good Health to this City, by
the Way of Charles-Town ;. which Place they
left abotit threz Weeks ago, and inform us that

of 60 Menand 5o Provincials, with an Enginesr,
and all Materials for 'building a Fort, Pro-
vifions, &c. were fetoff for d;e%hcrokee Coun-

try -

are informed, that the: Communication between
that Place and Fort. Cumberland is now open, 2
Meflenger having lately arrived, acquainting
the Garrifon was well, and
henfions of any-Attack.
JAnE
came to

Cumberland, two Hundred of the Fairfax Militia
being arrived at Winchefter. He meét op his Way
down, 160 ‘of the "Militia from Prince’ :

200 _from Caroliiie, uinder the Commind of ‘Cdl.
Baylor;--and above 200 from Spatfylvania, . undet
the Command of Col. Spotfivood, alf' on- their
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mentioned, *

,a8d for other Purpofes therygy |

/An A& for amending the feveral As for making '

~and for amending and e;{s_ g mxﬁ ‘
this prefent Seffion of ‘Affembly, inti , - Aa
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Invafions, Robberies, and Murders, of the crud §

Gloucefter County, the Hon. Lewis Burwell, Efg;

Governor Glen, with an independent Company
ﬁy -an Egrcfs this Week from W'mcheﬁtr, we .

under, 00 Appes- |
refs which left Winchefter laft Tuefdiy,
own this Evening, and brings Advice,-
That Gol. ' Wafhington ‘was juft fettiny off for Fort 3

I refy
to
uft .
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cpentance, o
n‘ng? clofe and ftri¢t Ob:
Obfervance of. his Holy
may avoid. that Vengean
tice, too ftrily duc to th
our Offences : .AND s
the Earth; have of late g
of his;Almighty Arm in
Cities, the Deftru&ion o
inexprefible Calamities,
of fome powerful States
whereas we of this Part
ticularly-in-this Province
fome late Warnings of*
by Earthquakes, and are
both our Religion and |
" of a perfidious, mercilef
¢ which ought to excite i
.. hedrty Endeavour to ref
ri¢ Conformity to our
ifn his Favour, that |
m'c'ﬁvils which at f
threaten us.
HAVE therefore the
, of his Lordfip’s Cot
Wednefday the 16th Day
apart, and obferved thn
a Day for a General and
and Prayer to thé Divin
g:dgmems we, from o
ve moft jultly deferved
to perpetuate thé Enjoyn
Liberties amongtt us, to
Profperity of our moft (
Mother.-Country, and a
implore the Almighty Prc
the Fleets and Armies es
Service; and I do here
feveral Minifters of the
vince, to compofe Praye
to the Occafion, to be uf
refpective Churches, and
my Proclamation in thei
_ in the Time of Divine Ser
preceding that Day : A
charge and require the fes
vince, to make this my
their refpe&ive Counties,
they will anfwer to the ¢
’ Given at the City of
Day of May, in ¢l
Sip's Dominion, ﬁ

J. Ross, Cl. Con.
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