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THUR SDAY, Auguft 2%, 1755,

WILLIAMSBURG, Auguf 8.

On Thuefday laft the General Affembly of this
Colony met, when his Honour the Governor was
pleafed to o the Scffion with the following
SPEEC l-rm i

Gontlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and
Gentlemen of the Heufe of . Burgeffis,

AM truly forry for the Occafion of calling
you together fo fuddenly ; but the unexpe&t-
ed and fatal Defeat of General Braddock, at
Monengabelg, made it abfolutely neceffary to
call the Aflembly, that the moft vigorous
and fpeedy Efforts might immediately be exerted,
to prevent the deftructive Effeéts of an Event [Far-
ticularly threatening this Colony with the moft fa-
tal Confequences. The Letters I received from
Mr. Orme, Aid de Camp to the General, and from
Colonel Wafbington, 1 caufc to be laid before

ou. _ i’
f Gentlemen of the Houfe of Burgeffes, ).

As the Road from Fort-Cumberland to the Obkio
is now opened, and our Enemies poffeffed of great
Part of our Artillc?' ; this Colony is extremely
laid open, and expofed to the Infults of a barbarous
and inhuman Enemy, fluthed and clated with their
late Succefs. ) g

This lays you, Gentlemen, undendn indifpenfable
Neceflity of doing every Thing that may conduce
to diflodge thofe Murderers, and preferve our Fel-
low-Subjeéts from the bafe and horrid Butcheries
that they have already given us fo many exafpera-
tinf Specimens of, and are impatient to repeat.

have endeavoured to chcclf their Violence, by
ordering out three Companies of Rangers in the
three Frontier Counties ; but it is with you, Gen-
themen, to effeCtuate my earneft Defire of ferving my
Royal Mafter, and faving his People, by &rcn%ga
ening my Hands with fuch Means, as’ may beft
enable me.to a& with Quicknefs and Force on
every Occafion, as the Emergency of our Affairs
may require. - ° I

The frft Preparative is, I conceive, to'form and
enforce fuch a Law, as may render the Militia,
both able and ready to be ufeful, when call'd upon
to defend their Country ; and therefore, I.would
recommend to you, the forming fuch an A&, as
may oblige every Subje&, that is able to bear

to’ acquire fuch military Knowledge, and fubmit
to fuch military Difcipline, as can alone make them
3& with Safety and Honour to themfelves, and
Utility to their’ Country. .

The natural Bravery of our Countrymen, if ever
ueftioned, is now eftablifhed beyond a Doubt, b

ofe Virginia Forces, who purchafed, with' their
Lives, immortal Glory to their Country and them-
felves, on the Banks of Monongabela.

It remains only to regulate and condu this Va.
lour, of which our People are o eminently poffefl.
d; and then to furnifh them with the pro ¢
Means for applying it in A@ion. The ention
of this laft uéft fo, to me, the unarmed
ad unprovided State'o the Colony ; which, with

t Concern,” I'find by an éxa& Enquiry, ‘that 1

ve juft now caufed to be made, isfulx, as re-
quires ?'om- immediate Confideration of, and Pro-
vifon for, - Rt o S :

. The brutal Savages, who are lurking and prowl.
1oz about our’Habitations to’ perpetrate the moft
cruel Outrages, have juftly fubjefted themfelves to
be confidered, -rather as devouring Beafls of
than hoftile Men = 'I'herefdrc,"i hope yonl:fﬁ
me Meafures t;:én by our B_rtthﬂr;n of New-

flaxd, expedient for your Safety alfo, and by

s"mg 2 Reward for the taking or fealping o:’r
iy ies, provide fuch an Encouragement
% may induce our Peaple’to cut off the De

nies on our helplefs Wives, and poor defencelefs
Babes, after whofe Blood the i
thirft inceflantly, ‘

Whatever be determined on in this imminent
Danger, Idoubt not you will confider, that the
putting thofe Refolutions in Execution will be at-
tendef with Expence, which however great and
burthenfome at prefent, yet will be rendered lefs
uneafy by the Confideration, to which I hope eve-
ry one will recur, ‘that it is to preferve to us and
our Pofterity, the moft invaluable, and by all Man-
kind efteémed, the moft dear and moft defirable
of all haman Treafures, RELIGIOUS axp
CIVIL LIBERTY. F

The Magazine in this City is much expofed, I
therefore tEiank it abfolutely neceffary to have a
Guard-Room built, and a proper Guard eftablith-
ed, to be by due Rotation conftantly in Duty: I
hoge you will agree with me that this is ncccﬁ'a;y,
and accordingly appropriate a fufficient Sum for
building the éuar -Room, and paying the Guard.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of. Burge/fes,

The Urgency of every Circumftance attending
this unhappy Caufe of your Meeting, will, I hope,
excite your utmoft Diligence, and that you will
expedite all your Proceedings with the clofeft Ap-
«plication and Attention to the important Purpofe,
which will by no Means admit of any Delay; left
we verify the opprobious Taunt of our Enemies,
who boafted, That they would employ in A&ions
the Time we wafted in futile amf undeterminate
Confiderations. )

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and
Gentlemen of the Heufe of Burgeffes,

Never was any Affembly, whereon more imme-
diately depcndeg: not to fay the Honour only, but
the Prefervation and Safety of the Colony.. Let
our Country’s Danger enflame our Bofoms with the,
moft vigorous Refolutions, to fignalize ourfelves in
her Caufe on every Occafion, either in Counfel or
in the Field ; and emulous of the brave Example
of our flaughtered Heroes, let us feize every Op-
portunity to enrol our Names in the Records of
immortal Honour, with theirs, whofe Obfequics
we fhould celebrate, not with fruitlefs Lamentati-
ons, but with juft and animated Vengeance on their
Deftroyers. -

To tke Homourable ROBERT DINWIDDIE,
Efg; kis Majefly's Lieutenant-Governer, and Corm-
mander in’ ({bu:/; of the Colony and Dominion of

-Virginia :

- § IR, i
) E, his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Sub-
jeéts, the Council of Virginia, now met in
General Affembly, moft heartily return your Ho-
nour our unfeigned and cordial Thanks, for yous
truly affe@ionate § at the Opening of this
Seflion, and our fincere Acknowledgments for your
unwearied Application to the Royal Service, and
the Eftablifhment of the common Happinefs and
Tranquility of this Country, upon ‘a permanent
Foundation: ; - ol i
We efteem it a frefh Inftance of your great Re-
for the Honour and Intereft of this Colony,
ﬁg you have called us together at this critical

Jun&ure* The un ed Defeat of General Brad-
dock, is an Event which particularly threatens this
Continent, and requires the moft fpeedy and vigo-
rous Efforts, to prevent the dreadful Confequences
thereof. -

Animated, Sir, your - pathetic Advice, en-
couraged by your Example, and fully fenfible of

the deftru®ive Schemes of a crucl and perfidious
Enemy, we affure your Honour, that, in Con-
jun&tion with the Houfe of Burgefles, we will ex-
ert our utmoft Endeavours to maintain the juft
Rights of the Crown, }ynferve our Fellow-Subjeéts
from the Incurfions of the Ixdiass, and difappoint

; 02 they come to execute their pnrpofcd YE.I:":

tiate Cowards R

The humble ADDRESS of the COUNCIL. |

Country, which would bleed at their Suceefs, the

emembrance of our brave, though unfortunate
Coun men, and the Confideration of our Fami-
lies; w ich would fall into Want and Defolation,
fire us with the moft ardent Warmth, to defend our
RELIGIOUS awp CIVIL LIBERTY, and
to defeat their bold and treacherous Defigns, who
are plotting the Ruin of Us, and our Pofterity.

To avkich bis Honour avas pleafed to return the Sol-
lowing ANSWER; i

Gentlemen of the Council,

AM greatly oblig'd to you for your hind axd
I affe&ionate danjf, and Jor t{; ju}; Obfervaticns
Jyou make of our Danger at this Time, and Jour fincere
Intfnh'm of joining wwith the Houfe of Burgefles, in
maintaining the {‘uﬁ Rights of the Cronvn, and Pre-
Servation of our Fellow-Subjes: From thefe Janguize
Refolutions, what may awe not expeld, fwi.‘{ the -
tenance of Heaven on our Endeavours ?
1t gives me infinite Pleafire, in our prefent unbappy
Circumflances, to fee you, Gentlemen, /3 bravely re-
Selute to fuppert and defend cur Religious and Givil
Liberties ; for all awbich 1 moft Sfincerely thank you.
‘j_kd I d}:’ﬁr: to affure JMZ, that I avill, to the utmofft
of my Power, join avith you in thofe nece and
defirable End,. 4 A i g

To tke Heonourable ROBERT DINWIDDIE,
Efg; kis Majefty's Lieutenant-Governor, and Cars-
mander in Chicf, of the Colomy and Dominion of
Virginia :
The humble ADDRESS of the HOUSE
¥ of BURGESSES.

)

§
W E, his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subs
: - je€ts, the Burgefles of Firginia, now met
in General Aff=mbly, return your?l?onour our fin-
cere Thanks for your affectionate Speech, at the
Opening of this g’cﬁion.
The Defeat of his Majefty’s Forces under the
Command of General Bradisck, and the Lofs of
fo many brave Men, who glorioufly died in the
Caufe of their King and Country, muft naturally
affe@t us with the greateft Concern. i
But thefe unhappy and unexpeted Strokes of
War, ferve only to animate a juft Refentment, and
engage us to exert our utmoft Spirit and Vigour,
aéainﬂ a barbarous and inhuman Enemy, the Slaves
of arbitrary Power, and the Difturbers of the Peace
of Mankind.
A&uated by thefe Sentiments, and influenced
by the firongeft Principles of Fidelity to his Ma.
jefty, and Love to our Country, we beg Leave to
aflure your Honour, that no Endeavour on our
Part fhall ke wanting, to rﬁ'xYld thefe cruel Invaders
of our Properties ; bein y convinced, the Peo-
ple of Pirginia will think no Burthen too grievous, -
that fhall be found neceffary for the Prefervation of
that which is fo valuable and dear to them, their
CIVIL awo RELIGIOUS LIBERYTY.

To awbhich bis Homour avas pleafed 'to rt.tirz;‘fk” 2
Mdowing A SWER: ﬁ’
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Houfe
. of Burgefles, : :
RETURN you my fnctte Thasks for this afe
SfeGionate avd 1«,«174;.57/.- It breathes the t'r£|
Spirit g Patriotifm, it is fo exprefive of yoxr Duty
G

to the King and Love for your Coxxtry ; it alfs firong-
b dy I::JGI" juff Rtf )”;‘ of the Defeat of Gd‘g.
ral Braddock, axd the Lofi of our brave Coun )

It gives me great Pleafure to odferve your Intentions
to Jo% in ]v‘:i’nwr to repel the cruel Invaders of
our P, ies: Notking be avanting on sxy Part
to affift in fo defirable a Werk ; axd avba Confidence
Jyou -9 W n "M ath' 4 hdf):’ y wv't‘
Probity, te thefe great and important Serviees. 7
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