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THURSDAY, .S__'epteméer:zéf,' 1754, s

The ADVENTURER. N 46.

T has been remarked, that Men are gene-

rally kind in Proportion as they are happy

add it is faid even of the Devil, that he is

good humoured when he is pleafed. Every

A& therefore by which another is injured,
from whatever Motive, contra&ts more Guilt, and
exprefles greater Malignity, if it is commiited in
thofe Seafons, which are fet apart to Pleafantry
and Good-Humour, ard brightened with Enjoy-
ments pecaliar to rational aed focial Beirgs.

Detra&ion is among thofe Vices, which the moft
languid Virtue has fufficiect Force to prevent; be-
caufe by Detra&ion, that. is not gained which is
taken away : * He who filches from me my good
« Name, fays Shak¢fpear, enriches not himfelf,
¢ but makesme poor indeed ;" As nothing g there-
fore, degrades human Nature more than Detra&ion,
rothing more difgraces Converfation. The De-
traftor, as he is the loweft moral Chara&er, refle@ts
greater Difhonour upon his Company, than the
Hargman; and he, whofe Difpofition is a Scan-
cal ¢o his Species, fhould be more diligently avoid-
¢d, than he who is fcandalous only by his Office.

But for this Pra&ice, however vile, fome have
dared to apologize, by contending that the Report
by which they injured an abfent Charadter, was
wree: This, however, amounts to ro more, than
that they have not complicated Malice with Falf-
hood, and that there is fome Difference between
Detrattion and Slander. To relate all the IlI that
is trae of the beft’Man in the World, would pro-
bably render him the Obje& of Sufpicion and
Diftruft and if this Praltice was univerfal, mutual
Confidence and Efteem, the Comforts of Society,
ard the Endearments of Friendthip, would be at
an end.

There is fomething un{peakably more hateful in
thefe Species of Villainy by which the Law is
evaded;-than in thofe by which it is violated ard
defied. Codrage has fometimes preferved Rapaci
ty from Abhorrence, as Beauty has been thought

Cowardice is univerfally abhorred, and like the
Lewdnefs of : Deformity has no Advocate. Thus
bateful are the Wretches who detra& with Caution;
azd while they perpefrate the Wrong, gre folicitaus
to avoid the Reproach : They do not fay that Chlee.
forfeited her Honour to Lyfandcr, but they {ay
that fach a Report has been fpread, they know pot
Low trae. Thole who propagate thefe Reports,
frequently .invent them; acd it is no Breach of
Charity to fappofe this to be always the Cafe ; be-
caufe no Man who fpreads Detra@ion, would have
fcrupled to produce it ; and he who thould diffufe
Poifon in & Brook, would fcarce be acquitted of a
malicious Defign, though be fhould alledge that he
received it of another who is doing the fame elfe-
where, -

Whatever is incompatible with the higheft Dig-
tity of our Nature, fhou'd indeed be excluded from

our Converfation : As Companions,” not oaly that
which.wé owe to ourfelves but to othérs is réquired
of us; and they who can indulge any Vice in the
Prefence of each ocher, are become cbdurate in
Guilt, and infenfible to Infamy. e _

Reverende thyfelf, is one of the fublime Precepts
of that amiublé Philofopher, whofe Hamabity alone
was an-inconteftible Proof of the Dignity of his
Mind: Pytbageras, in his .Idet; of Virte, com-
prehended intelle&@ual Purity 3-and he!fuppofed,

that by him who severenced himfelf.thofd Thotghts |
_ would ba fapprefied by which:a:Being capable of

Virtae is degraded :. This Divine Precept evidently
pre.fappafes 8 Reverence of otbers, by which Men
are reftrained from more grofs-Immoralifies3 ‘and
with which: he boped a Beverente of Self woald
1lfo co operate s AD anxiliary Mogive. L now Lo

The greast Dnke of, Marlberbygh, who was er.
Kaps thq woft ascamplifbgd, Gentleman of kis Agey
would never {affer any Approsches to Obfcenity.in

Cebbarm, that he did not reprove it as an Immora-
lity in the Speaker, but refented it as an Indignity
to bimfelf: And it is evident, that to fpeak Evil
of the .Abfent, to utter Lewdnefs, Blafphemy, or
Tieafon, muft degrade not only him who fpeaks,
but thofe who hear; for furely that Dignity of
Charafter which a Man ought always to fuitaio,
is in. Danger, when he is made the Confident of
Treachery, Detralion, Impiety, or Luft: For he,
who in Converfation difpiays his own Vices, im-
putes them ; as he who boéafts to another of a Rob.
bery, pre-fuppofes that he is & Thief.

It fhould be a general Rule, never to utter any
Thing in Converfation which would juftly dithonour
us if it fhould be reported to the World : IF this
Rule could be always kept, we fhould be fecure in
our own Innocence sgsinft the Craft of Knaves
and Parafites, the Stratagems of Cuaning, and the
Vigilaoce of Envy,

But after all the Beunty of \Nature, ard a'l the
Labour of Virtue, many Imperfe@ions will be fill
difcerned in Human Beings, even by thofe who do
not fee with all the Perfpicuity of human Wifdom :
And he is guilty of the moft aggravated Detration,
who reports the Weaknefs of 2 good Mind difco.
vered in an unguarded Hour; fomething which is
rather the Effe& of Negligence, than Defign; ra.
ther a Folly, than a Fault; a Sally of Vanity,
rather than wn Eruption of Malevolence. It has
therefore been a Maxim inviolably facred among
good Men, never to difclofe the Secre's of private
Conver(ation; & Maxim, which though it feems to
arife from the Breach of fome other, does yet im
ply that general Re@itude, which is produced by a
Confciou%nefs of virtuous Dignity, and a Regard
to that Reverence which is due to ourfelves and
others; for to conceal any immoral Purpofe, which
to difclofe is to difappoint; any Crime, which to
hide is to counterance; or any Charaéter, which
to avoid is to be fafe; as it is incompatible with
Virtue, and injurious to Society, can be a Law
only amon; thofe who are Enemies to both.

Among fuch, indeed, it is a Law which there
is fome, -Degree of Obliga:ion to folfil; and the
Secrets even of their Coaverfation are, perhaps,
feldom difclofed, without an Aggravation of their
Guilt: It is the Interet of Society, that the Veil
of Taciturnity fhould be drawn over the Myfteries
of Drunkennefs and Lewdrefs, acd to hide even
the Machipations of Eavy, Ambition, or Revenge,
if they hap to mingle in thefe Orgies among
the Rites of Bacckus; feems to be the Duty of the
Initisted, though not of the Prophane.

If he, who has affocisted with Robbers, who
has repofed and accepted a Truft, and whofe Guilt
is a.Pledge of his Fidelity, fhould betray-his ‘Aflo-
cistes for Hire, if he is urged to fecure himfelf by
the Anxiety of Sufpicioa, or the Terrors of Cow-
ardice ; or to punifh others, by the Importunity of
Refentment and Revenge; though the Public-re-
ceives Benefit from -his Condu&, and may thisk it
expedient to reward him, yet he bas only added to
every other Species of Guilt, that of Treachery to
his Friends: He has demonftrated, that he is fo
deftitute of Virtue, as not to poflefs even thofe
Vices which refemble it; and that he ought to be
cut off as totally unfit for human Socicty, butthat,
as Poifon is an Antidote to Poifon, his'Crimes are
a Secarity againft the Crimes of others. - -

It is,” bowever, trae, that if fuch an Offender is
ftung with Remorfe s if he fecls the Force of bigher
Obligations, than thofe of ao iniquitous Cémpact ;
and 1f, urged by s Defire to atone go;v-tbe Injury
" which he has done to' Society, #ie givés in his In-

formation, acod .delivers up ihis Affociates, with
whatever Relu@ance, to the Laws; by this -Sacri-
fice he ratifies his Repentance, he becomes again the
Friend of his Country, and deferves not only Pro-
te8ion bat Bfteepy:<For the famz A&ion may be
'either virtaous or vicions and may’ deferve cithes
Honour -or Infamy, as it may be performtd upon
different Principles ; 4nd,-indeed,”no A&ion can
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But as there is feldem any ather Clue 'to the
Motives of particular Adlions, than the general
Tenor of his Life by whom they. are performed:;
acd a3 the Lives of thofe wha ferve their Country
by bringing it's Enemies to Papifhment, ‘are com-
mooly flsgitions in the higheft Degree; the Ideas
of this Service and the molt fordid Villainy are fo
conne@ed, that they always recar together: If
only this Part of a CharaQer is kaown, we imme-
diately infer that the whole is infamous ; and it is,
therefore, no Worder, that the Name by which
it is- exprefled, efpecially when it is ufed 1o deno-
minate a Profeffion, fhoold be odious, or that a
good Man fhould not always have a fuffcient For-

and diret the Sword of Juflice. . e

_But whatever m:y be thought of thofe, who
difcharge _their Obligations to the Public by Trea-
chery 10 their Companiors ; it cannot be pretended,
that he, to whom an immoral Defign is commu-
nicated by Iradvertence or Miltake,. is under any
private Obligation to cocceal it: The Charge wh(cg
devolves ugon him, ke mauft inﬂim?y'r'cnounécj
for while he hefitates, his Virtue is fufpended
And ke who communicates fuch Defign to another,
rot by Inadvertence or Miftake, bnt upon Pre.
fumption of Concurrence, <cmmits an Outrage up=
on his Honcur and defies bis Refentment. Iy
Let rone, tkerefore, be encouraged to propbané
the Rites of Converfation, much lefs of Friendfhip,
by fupp;ﬁn% there is any Law, which, ought to
refirain the Indignation of Virtue, or deter Repen.
tance from Reparation, ' -
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LONDON,: June 1g. k

E hear from Genoa, that two Frerch Tar-
tans have lately perithed off Alaffio; but
their Crews are faved. i
The fame Letters mention the great Confternati-
on that there was in that City .when the News
firft came of the Blockade cof Baftia, and its neigh-
bouring Forts. - But that before the Letters came
away the Senate had, ordered the neceflary Meafures
to be taken for fending fpeedy and powerful Relief,
Fune 20. On the 23d'of March lé‘&,‘ wad fourd
driviog sthore near the [fland of Saints, a Ship™ of
about 266 Tons Burthen, and in which was no Ii.
ving Cresture, there were three dexd Men “foutd
bétween Decks. There was in the Captain’y Ca-
bin, a fist Lead, with a Stamp or Figare like.St.
Pacl’s, with the Number 28930 : And by a* Bit of
Paper foand in‘the Ship, it appears that her Nﬁng
is the Britannis, Francis Leech.” *
Several Men of War ind Sloops will be put ‘{nto
Commifficn in a few Days.’ )
Our Correfpondent at Paris is very pofitive, thit
what he hay 0" often intimated, will come 'to pafs
within the Compals - of the prefent Month; tha
there will be a'compledt Turn in_refpe€t (6 Men
and Meafares ;-and the Patliament reinftated in
their ancient Privilegés without any Submiffion.” , -
Tt is faid that fix Men of War will be put. into
Commiffion in 8 few Days; but for what Parr de-
figned is not yet pretended 1o be known.
Fune 21. _ Privaté Letters from Peterfburg and
Stockholm Eive Hopes that we fhall fes no Diftor-
bances in the North this Yedr, becaufle, the Ruffi-
ans are ready for A&ion on every. Side, and Mit.
ters are not yet ripe enongh for Sweden in’ o'th'Zr
Parts of Burope ;- certzin Events, "they, f1y, wré
waited for by France and her Allics; which 'xre fitz
ter to be guefled at, tham to be committed to- Pa<
pers and iotNe mean Time the Differedce abdat
the Limits of Finland is induﬁrionf_l{hke ¢ dp, tha
the Swedes’ may have fome Grounds for & Wi,
befides their Engagements with Frahce'and Pruffia,
Funi'25. YeRerday Morning early at'Expith
came to ‘the Adminalty Office, brought by Hiy Md-
{e‘{!y's Sloop the Swan, arrived in the Doway from
ew York, ! .

Mis Prefence; and it was faid by the late Lord

be morally claffed or eftimated, witheat fome Know-
lege of the Motive by which it is produced,
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