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Vita morti prorior ¢ff quatidie.  Phzdrus,
T is impoffible to think of any Subje& in
Nature that more unavoidably leadsa Wri-
ter into Tritenefs and Common.Place, thah
the Confideration of our Mortality ; and. yet
it is never improper, never unfeafonable, nor
is it ever unneceflary, feeing moft Men lead their
Lives in fuch a Manner,.as if they thought, that
cither their Bodies were immertal in this World,
or that their Souls would be mortal in that which is
to come. You cannot (fays the learned and hu-
morous Dr. Soush) do the Devil 8 more eminent,
ror a more acceptable Piece of Service, than by
denying his Exiftence;; for by fo doing you take a-
way all Terror from Sinners; and what you take
away from their Fears you add to their Impiety,
acd render them more eftetnally bis own. Upon
the fame Method of Argumentation a Writer can-
rot do a greater Differvice to Mankind, than by
publithing fuch “Tras as have the leat Tendency
1o decoy any one’s Attention from the Contemplati-
on of his approaching Diffolution: A Man, who does
not (as St. Paxl nobly exprefles it) DIE DAILY ;
that is, who bas not Death as it were perpetually
before his Eyes, can fcarcely think of making due
Preparation for that invincible Enemy, that is eve.
ry Moment on the Advance. Not only therefore
all Books of an Atheittical Turn (which cannot, I
apprehend, be w-itten without the immediate Af.
fitance of the Devil himfelf, and with which to
the Scandal of this Nation and the Offeace of all
Chriftendom we abound) not only thefe, I fay, but
all Books that contain nothing more than idle A-
mufement, nay, fome that are profefledly on a mo-
nl Pian, are of infinite Detriment to the buman
Species. The Soul (fays Monfiear Pafthal) dif-
covers nothing in kerfelf, that can furn:th her with
Cententment. W hatever fhe beholds there, aflits
her, when fhe confiders it fedately. This obliges
ber to have Recourfe to external Ecjoyments, that
fhe may lofe in them the Remembrance of her real
Sute. In this Oblivion confifts her Joy ; and, to
render her miferable it fuffices to ablige ber to en-
ter into, and converfe with herfelf. But however
irkfome a mental Commerce with one’s felf may
be, ’tis certain the moft falutary Thing in the
World ;.and when a Man flics from bimfelf, it is
a terrible Symptom, that all is not right within
him. Hence it is, that our Theatres are crowded,
and our Charches are empty: Heoce it is, that the
moft defpicable of alt defpicable Amufements, even
the Jralian Burlettas find ar Audierice : Heoce it is
that the Bible is negle@led, whillt a ® Book wrote
avowedly againft it, and which ought to be_ barnt
by the common Hangman, obtains a Place in the
Stodies of fome of our Divines: Hence, fioally it
is, that A@tiog, Dancing, Fiddling, Pre_ﬂing, Ga-
mieg, Mimicking, horing, Drinking, and
fome $:Kinds cf Preaching, have banithed Virtae,
Religion, and common Senfe from the triumphant
Majority of an abandoned World. It is ftrange
that Death, which in Faét can never-be remote e-
ven from the longeft Liver‘fhould ot be terrifying
€l the very Inftant of his Arrival. How affeCting
be 'is at that Time, we bave 2 fine-Defcription in

Sbdkefpear's Mrafure for ‘Meafures

Aye, But ta die,-and go ave know n t-;-_fx?e,
7{.,11":.:': cold Obfirustion, andto 1 il
Tbis fenfible warm Mation to becor praviog bis
A knealed Clod 3 and the. ilﬂgbhd Sk
To batbe in fiery Floods, or to'refide -
‘I thrilling Regions of thick ribbed leed=~~ -y
- To be imprifon'd in the wisavlefs Windsy. .,

" Or bloawn with refilefs Violence about .

~ .. The pendantWerldy or to ba wworfe than averf!
or tgvfl that lawlefs ard uncertain thought

B&‘:ghah. ”'I.Hf,!"l, Jor ,Examplc.‘t

Imagines Hoavling ; *tis teo borrible |

The aearicft and moft loathed avordly Life,
That Pain, Age, Penury, and Imprifenment, '
' Can lay on’Nature, ir a Paradife

To avkat we fear of Death,

Our fhunning an Acquaintance with ourfelves,
and not frequently weighiog in the Coolcefs of
Specalation the precarious Ignﬂability of our Na.
tares occafion this Dread. But were we to fami-
liarize Death to our Imagirations by repeated Me
ditations thereon, it would not only have a very
great Irfluence on our Lives, but difarm him of a
great Number of his Terrors. He would then ap
pear rather in an amiable, than a formidavle Light,
as he is drawn by Dr. Gartb.

*Tis to the Vulgar Death teo bar/b appears e

The Ill ave feel is only in cur Fears,

To die is landing en fome filent Skere,

Where Billoaws never break, mor Tempefisroar ;
E'er avell ave feel the friendly Stroke tis o'er.

The Wife thro® Thoughet th® Affaults of Death defy,
The Fools thro® bleff Infenfibilsty, -
*Tis avkat the Guilty fear, the Pious erave,
Sought by the IWretch, and wanquifb'd by the Brave :
It cafes Lovers, futs the Captive free,

And, tho a Tyrant, offers Liberty.

The reading of good Books written on this truly
interefting Subje@ muift have a neceflary Tendency
to feafon and moralize our Minds, Many of the
Ancients have render’d their Names immortal by
finely handling the Subjeé of their own Mortality,
Many of our own Countrymen have done the
fame : But above all Writers either ancient or mo
dern, Mr. Addifan bas diftinguifhed himfelf in the
following moft inimitable Paffage: ¢ When I
¢ look upon the Tombs of the Great (fays that in-
¢ comparable Author) every Emotion of Envy dies
¢ within me; when I read the Epitaphs of the
« Beautiful every inordinate Defire goes out ; when
« T meet with the Grief of Parents upon a Tomb-
« fione, my Heart melts with Compaffion ; when
¢ I fee the Tombs of the Parents themfelves, I
« confider the Vanity of gricving for thofe,
“ whom we muft quickly follow ; when I fee
* Kings lying by thofe that depofed them; when
« [ confider rival Wits placed fide by fide, or the
“ holy Men that diviced the World with their
¢ Contefts and Difputes, I refl:& with Sorrow and

‘|.¢¢ Aftonithment on the litile Competitions, Fac

¢ tions, and Debates of Mankind.  When I read
« the feveral Dates of the T'ombs, of fome that
« died Yeferday, snd fome fix hundred Years
ago, I confider that great Day, when we fhall
all of us be Contemporaries, and make our Ap.
‘¢ pearance together.” The human Mind may be
greatly affitted, relieved, and evenentertained by
Gmblems of its spproaching Separation from the
corporcal Mafs. ‘There is a Place in the Gardens
of Mr. Jenatban Tyers at Denbeigh's near Darking
in Surry, a Walk or two in which will do a Man
more good than any praical Difcourfe in the
World. You are conduled thro’ a very pleafant
_winding Walk down into a little deep Valley, in
the Center of which, upon a fmall Grafs Plotis e-
re@ted the Figurs of a naked Woman treading on
a Mafk—an spt Emblem of Trutu, On the left
Hand fide of this little Spot, which honeft Fona-
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" ~ws,and Nature have conlpired, to make delight

: ]ere two Paintings admirably execatea by

] L 6“Tliﬁ Mr. Hayman. - conc is 8
A Lir a dying Rake, and ‘the other
& whereon 13 a}\zood Man,
e 5 waothes, 3-8 Y€lieformed wita Horror,
f;o::‘za{ with the utmoa" Yortion” of Defpair,
.and (tho’ nothing but Colouring and Canvals) ter-,
rible in the highett Degree to ¢ - Beholdér, Before
bim.fands the Figure of Time with a_moft formi-
dable and menaciog Afpe@ fhewing him thut there

3

o few, very fow Sands left in his'’ Glafs,  A-
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) The Rake is”
| :Rooms, 8 good Stab £'ig with his gonty Leg fup-

round him is a Study of Bocks written by: Mea
fallely called Wits, falfely indeed, for they are the
worft of all 1deots, wic. Hobber, Spineza, Toland,
Tindal, Shaftefdury, Bolingbroke, and feveral more
of the fame infesnal Stamp. After the SpeQator iy
fufiiciently thocked, and (I hope) improved by this
PiGture; he may relieve and feait his Eye with the
other, which is in every Refpe a Contraft to this.
The expiring Saint is in his Bed, his Hands firetch-
ed out in a devotional Pofture, and (tho’ the I-
mage of Death ftands full before him) his Afpect
is ferene, full of Chriftian Corfidence, and illumi-
nated with a Smile, which, corre&ed as it is by
the convulfive Throws of his Departure, gives yet
a Signal of the Beatification, that is at Hand. His
Study is adorned with the Works of Tilletfen,
Skarp, Skerlock, Nelfon, Barrow, Lecke, Addyfen,
Weft, and Lyteelton, with many other Chriftian Hee
roes, who havd purchafed for themfelves and all
that duly attend to them, the eternal Laurel. I
think Mr. Tjers can never be fufficiently com-
mended for turning Orraments into Morals, and
making bis Garden the Vehicle of Infiruftion ; for
by this Means People may be fome Times alarm.-
cd with Thoughts they come thither on Purpofe to
fhun, and be %urprifed into a Senfe of their Duty.
It would be well perhaps, it there was fomething
of this Natare at Fauxhall, where too many Folks
go merely to be fiddled out of their Refle@tion, and
to drown their Sorrows in Champaign.—I cansot
take my leave of this ufeful, tko’ melancholy Sab-
je&, without condolirg with my Coantrymen on 3
late great and rational Lofs, no lefs than that of
the right honourable Herry Pelbarm, Efg; a Gen-
tleman, who both at home and abroad maintained
the Chara&er of a moft worthy and able Statefman.
The Violence of Party, the Clamour of Fa&tion,
the Difcontent of the Unprovided, nor the Am-
bition of the Unfatisfy’d, could ever raife Clouds e-
nough to obfcure the Chara€ter of this Minifter.
He obtained his Place by Merit, he reuined it
without Envy, nothing but Death or Difeafe coald
bave made him refign 1t ; for happy in his Prnce’s
Favour, in his Kindred, his Alliance, his Attache
ments, in the Clearnefs of his Head, and the Integ-
rity of his Heart, he could not pofibly have a
Competitor, much lefs a Supplaater. It is much
to the Honour of this great Man, that Mr.-Pope,
who was no Flatterer ot Minifters in the Meridian
of their Power, has tkought him worthy of an high
Panegyric. s

Ged knoaws I praife a Courfier, awhen I can.
When, 1 confefs, there is avhs feels for Fame,

And melts to Goodnels, need I scarb’'row Name P
Pleajed let me eavn, in Ether's peaceful Grove
(Where Kent and Nature wie for PELuAM'S Leve)
The Scene, the Mafier cpening to my Fiew,

1fit, and dream, 1 fee my Craggs amawl -

In a Note to this Paflage on the Word Efer,
Mt. Pope expreffes himfelt in this Manner.—The
Houfe and Gardens of Efber in Surry belongiog o
the honourable Mr. P¢’bam, Brother to the Duke
‘of Neweaptle. The Author could rot have giveq
‘a more amiable' Idea of his Chara&ter, than in
comparing bim to Mr. Cracos. S
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- LONDON, Marcg.

HIS Week furrendered berfelf at the Old-

A “Bailey, and gave in unexceptionable Bail for
her Appéararce at the ‘April Scffions, to an Indi&-
.meat En Perjury, Elizabeth Canning ; who, if in-
noceat, is doubtlefs the moft injored” Subje& “in
‘Great-Britain. © Nothing, indeed, has yet hip_etmd
in Court to prove her otherwifc, althoogh the foli-
Gited-Recantation of a common Proftitate, the daily
.E;lgﬂgaations of 8 Writer equally fhamelefs, and

the Himfy ‘Reafoningd of namelefs P:nighleuqén.
may have been termed ‘unan{wersble by’
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* Prejudice, becaufe Elizabeth Canning’s tIl?‘nemlic*
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