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grle, iz order to defrand she Infarers.” .

T the Seffions of the High Court of

Admiralty; held-at Juftice-Hall in- thé

Old Bailey, qn the twehty-fifth of F¢*

braary, Gobx Lancy, 303 .Jobs Lisyd;

Joun Lawcay ‘and

-~ Were M j‘&ed, fot gn}q‘v fa) : nin
and defiroying the Ship Nighagale, ,-,'I'N nivg
fin, E'q; Owmer, on the highiSess; within the juj
rildiQtian of ;bc.Adm

Admizalty. of: Esglaad, with Intén
tion to defrand. x.’;?l;, uaj Samuel Teyshet;
Grerge Rosk, and Vinient Bifcort. and Themas Pos,
otkerwife Pae, s ap Acceflary before the Fa&, for
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This ‘Indiment was fopported by feveral Wit
reffes; but it wiﬂ,be,fqﬁuint to give that of . R/
chard Sewnate,, which is ee follaws
Ricbard Semnett.,;-Iwas & Sailoron Board the
Ship Nightingale ; Bfquire Benfen invited me to'en-
ter myfelf as a Seaman on Board ber, which [ did,
1boat 19 or 20 Ménths fince ;' He told me to car-
17 bat very few .Cloaths, with' me, and:faid the
YVoyage was ;to. be.a vhort, one, net above
tbree Weeks or a Month ; and faid he would- not
tell me then;, byl (hould know my. Bufinefs far.
ter, when I came to the.[fland. I affifted in load-
irg the Veffel; there werg 17-or 18 Bales of
Goods ; there were fome Bales.on Board.on -the
Account of Capt. Lee. PN
Q. What Converfation bad you with Bénfon e»
thy Lecount® - a0 L 3
Seanest,  Before the Ship failed, I was with him
ut 3 Place called Boathead. . 'He told me there was
1 Hoyth:ad of dry Goods, which were to be pu:
ezt of Sight of the Officers, who were'to come
tiere; which we pat; in the,Rope Walk, till ateer
tte Cfficers lud'%gpq.:bexe;‘:tuep, it-wai' pat on
Beard tae Ship Nigdtingale, and isid oo fome Salt,
where alfo were laid ¢he.Bale. Goods. We had fif:
teen Convi@e an Board. i About the Jatter. Eﬂdt o‘.
T, we-arrived ,at Ahe © {fland ‘of .Laxdy, on> 8’
Tharfday 5 the Wind was,at the Weltward, and
we were two.Daysturning:to it -We: flaid there
tl the Sunday Morning. Duriog the Time of oar
fay there, there-€amefd Buat an Boafd from - Zax-.
4, 'ith“ln;ﬁd.g ‘Tﬂ,‘.lﬂ‘*.‘{'ﬂd -PGOP]E h-ﬁ-'
locging ta.the I0and. The Prifoner Pev. was: i
tte Cabdin, and. . .{They called!ma there to
theqs . Barberywids: g out, swhea.l:was going
h, Pew ‘gave -mes Note.’ Shacfanr..was there:
o, | b:i'ne Beey WA . out,. when.. Poaw
g1ve me the Noté and fard; -m:is‘n Bill for you,
1f toe Sajp.thauld "be loft-id her.\Raflage: outward -
boagd 1o &qq‘éﬂ’;u{;): FRICREST R R L
SQ- Weat avere the C}xllﬂh c)‘"_x'lh . i1 :]*-
o [ 71 ¢ ‘mk'w’i‘ . 28 “_Ch!_u.
Seanett :h"g:’g:,;g,r,;&caﬁuby, 2ffel inloft1in
ke Paffage 1o Marylagd.:; He'fald, You never faw!
e v
¥oald not he i id’‘he wou er the',
Notet 1o @wﬁt&nmm ight, deliver
et 0 ogr, Wives;: i Cafe,we thauld ‘come to &:%
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fexxcrz, . Thy \were: landed. .shie - Day
Awent

greaX | pbir's Taforination. - Bemfrn defived, gy all ta |

| Ship. .Somebody bad bored a Holein her. Side,

wards, a-head of us, when Orders were given to
deftroy our Veflel. - When the'Hole was boring in
the Side of the Vefiel, ‘Captin: Lascey ordered -me
.10 go to'a Cafk, where weré fome' Combiftiblés,
-ard- cat it up;*and take out whit wa¥ to'burn’ the

for there was Waler coming, when I went down
-t do as ordered. I went and cut the Hogftheao,
and Francis Schacflone cut it open. This was the
{ame Hogfhead that Efquire-Benfon defired me 10
put out of the Way of whe (Officers, “there’ wgre
in -it Tar Barrels, Staves, and Wads of OQakam
~dipt in'Tar. - Shacfene and L laid them abroid on
~the Sale.. .Capuin Lancey had faid, when be gave
me the Order to take them out of the Cafk, that
fhe would fooner be deflroyed by . Fire, than any
other Way. S
. Q. Did bt mention the Word Combupible ?
v . Senmte. He did. “He alfo faid it was as''gogd
a Time tc deftroy her, as any Time, This'he faid
-to me and others. 'Then there 'were Orders given
by ‘Laxcey to (ome of the People to cut a Hole in
the Bulk Head, near the Bread-Rocm.

Q. Didyou bear bim give'this Order ?

Semmete, - 1 did. The Buik-Head was even with
the Piaces were the Salt lay. I went to cut a
Hole; and-cut my Leg with the Hatchet, the firft
Kuoock 1 gave againft-it.. I came up, and told the
Caprain what a Misfortune I had had. It was
done afterwards ; but I do not know by whom.

Q. Heav long ‘after this was it that the Ship
avas on Fire P - :
" Semnets. She was: on Fire about half an Hour
after. Then the Captain went fore and aft the
Deck,-and afked the Franfposts, If they had fet
Fire to the Ship? They anfwered they bhad not.
“Then \fe ordered to have them: cleared diredlly ;.
and the Mate was very isdoftrious in clearing
them.  Then we went all Hands into the Boat.

. Did you fee Lloyd employed in amy Tking a-
bout defiroying the Sbip ? i
!Sengett. - No, 1 did not.
Q.- HWkhat Boat avas it you all get inte?

Stxnett, -1t was the Bodt Mr. Benfen ordered
for .the Ship. She was full large for fuck a Ship.
The:' Philadelphia: Man fiw obr Boat coming to
wards.them,” and faw the Smoke arifing ; and we
had fired:a Gun, by Order of the Caprain. The
Veflel came towards us. ‘O - b

Did Lancey give a rders, upon the
h%iirk}n’l of tbe ;‘frf, o cx:'x"n uifb it P . k _
.i:Semnert- NoY v when the: Combaftibles were
light, we all faid, it was the bet Way o0/ fire 3.

un, which Gan was foaded about two Hours be:!

fore R i g

. Q. Who haded ber P 0

: '?:?im.' ~1_¢id. : =
- Q. By'awbefs Order? il
. Semsett. . By Captain Lax¢ry’s Orler, before the
Combullibles were light. He faid it whs' for ‘the
Ship to hear us, ‘that'was-a-héad'of uy. We were.
taken on Board the 'Pbiladel}bia Ship, excépt {Ome
whil “tartied in" the''Boat alongfide her; two ‘or
three: Days ‘after which, we were landed in ‘Eng-
dead by ihe %ﬁ&!@c}?w‘;ﬂ' vs:’Bd.!;: ok
QL Whek did yon e Benton by -1bir
: ;(??mm; I belfe‘v'ogl;’ffvl‘;‘ i _:t.?ﬁdi"ﬂ:yl“ ag;;-
' wo:go(-onShore, " He' fmled; dod. faid, <4 So,,
 Dich, voo! Work i dohw tooigalciy J e b fuf.
"madé ks Bid of iny Inforance;"” . He applied him’::
1§ iné to make ProteR of the’ Lofs of -llie;Sfl}B. !
Abdpt-three: Weeks or, 8 Month, afier,sthe’ Prifo- .
[ mers. weié. taken into. Cuftody, npon’
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Peav, in_the 1fland of Luxdy, before the Ship fet
cut, When'hé propofed to 'me a Note for Maney,
1 propofed; to baye ten Poonds mare ;. which wa3
granfed, and add«d to the aforefaid Note and Wri-
ting on’the Batk’; baf did not fiy at what Time it
thould be p:idi That Note was carried on ‘Shore
on the Iflind. i ) :
Council for the Croovn. We have many more
Witneffes ' to the Faét; bat will only clofe our E-
vidence with fhewing the Policies. - :
" Q. 'To'Edward Mausd. = Lick at this Pelicy of
Infurancé. - G i ;i
He sakes'it in hisr Hand.

“This isan Infurance
for fo51: b el

Robert Lantty ——— === 100/,
© Samuel Teucket — 100/,
George Rock ——— 100/
And Fincent Biftoe ©  —— 1c0/.

“This was made oat by Order of Mi. Benfin. .

gave me Order, by Letter, to do it.

Q  Diajyeu know bis Hand-Writing 2 = |

"Maund. 1kcow it very well, and know this to
be his Writing. ¥

The Letter read in Court to this Parport :

Be pleafed to infure for me, ¢n the Cathar're and
Nightirgale, upon the Nightingale, J.bn Lan-
cey, of Appledore, to Maryland, 4c0/. . -,

Sigr’d, Tho. Beafoni-

Q Didym ba zadnfured ? X a
- Maurd. "1 had;fg@leat to t.is Order. -
The lofurance redd, being in ihe common

Form,

[The Purport of which is, the foar’ Perfons 8-
bove mentioned icfured 400 /. upon the Shi
Nigbliﬂgnh.l = A

How mach ir infured en the Carga of tbis

He

Skip ?

by a fubfequent Order. _

" Coancil for the Croawn, We will not trouble
your Lordfhip, and the Jury, with any other Po-
lici>s, We have' them to produce, to prove the
Ship ard Cargo were infored to the Amount of
two thonfand one bundred Pounds ; bat, this being
fufficient to fhew the Intention of a Dctraud, we
will reft it here.

The principal Obje&icns that arole from-Matter
of Law,-urged by the Council for tne Prifoners,
were in Favoor of the Prifcner Peav; and were,

Firft, Whether the Crime_he was cha g-d with
is wiihin the Jurildiflion of the Admiralty of Eng-
laxd ? ihat ot a Perfon, asan Acceflaty, upon Latd,
to the barning of a Ship, and if that is committed
afterwards on the high Seas, it was fubmitted to

| the Court, whetber he was not liable to be indi&ted
‘| at the Affize for the County where the Offence was
,| committed ; and that the ifland of Lauzdy was in

‘the County of Dewvon. : >

o++ The fecond gvas, That in the Statate apor’ which
the lndiGment.was founded, the 11th ot Geerge I,
cap. 21, the Words there as ta his Crime, * It
is, .among other Things ena&ed, That if "any
Owners of, or Captain, Mafler, or Mariner, or
any other Officer, belonging to any Ship, fhould,
after the 24th of Fune, which fhall be in the Year
of our Lord, 1718, wiltally caft away, barn, or
otherwile defiroy, ‘the Ship of which he is: Owner, -
or unto which he belongs, oria any Manner or

‘ope, oF of any Merchant, ‘or Merchants, ‘that fhall
load Goods thereon, he thall fuffer Death.”” That

.| this Claafe does .not run i general Words, but .

confined tn EM; cither conceracd ay
e

ol g opl ¥

SR it i O M

4 e Srimede

* Maxnd. There was 800/, at fift; and goo /i

.Way dire&, or ‘procure the fame to be done, to -

s Ouners. o _4
lﬁasl ;_F.-z- =




