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SIR,
S I am a hearty Well-wiftier to your
Paper, [ have becn of late confidering
whether I have any Thing in my
Power to contribute towards it. I
bave thought, that, probably, you
would not fcruple to admit from Time to Time
fomething of the Philofophical Kind, as that may
be the Means of agreeably diverfifying your Rea-
ders Entertainment.  Whether what I now fend
you of this Kind is worth your Acceptacce aud
Publication, I fubmit entirely to your Judgment.
The Subje® of it is ComeTs; and perhaps, to
fome of your Readers, the following Thoughts
corcerning them may not be quite unacceptable.

The Time approaches, when the Thoughts and
Attention of Mankind will be generally turned to
tbe Subje@& of thofe amazing Phxnomera, by the
ExpeQation of one, whofe Return and Appearance
that great Aftronomer, Dr. HarLEY, Eas fhewn
we have Reafon to look for in a very fhort Time.

That CoMETs are permanent and durable Bo-
cies, and not, as was formerly belicved, Meteors
i the Air, and cafual and temporary Collefions
of Vapour, or other perithing Materials ; that they
obferve the Son as the Center and Regulator of
their Motions, defcribe regular Curves, and are
governed by the fame general Law of Gravitation
with the reft of the Plapetary Syltem ; thefe are
Principles now eftablithed on fuch Evidence as all,
who underftand it, muft own to be unqueftionable.

Who can without Amazement think of thofe
fupendous Bodies, hurled, like a more dreadful
Kizd of Thunder.Bolts, by the Arm of Omnipo-
tecce; brandithing their fiery Trains, which iweep
half the xthereal Regions; the various Diretions
and Planes of their Motions; the Diftances to
which they fly ; the incredible Rapidity with which
in one Part of their Orbits fome of them move,
and Slownefs in another; and the Defolation they
threaten to any Planets that may bappen to lie too
tear their Way ? I have now chiefly in my View
the ComeT of 1680, called the NewTONIAN
Comer, whofe Tail extended through a Space
ilmoft as long as from bence to the Sun, and which
is well known to defctibe a very excentric Ellipfe,
thought to revolve in 575 Years, and, by Sir
Isaac Newrton's Calcalation, was heated, when
reareft to the Son, Two Thoufand Times more
than Iton when juft going to melt.

It may deferve to be particularly meationed, that
this Comer affords us an InRance of the fwifteft
and floweft of al) Planetary Moations: that we have
any Knowledge of. Whea in' its Perihclion, or
leaft Ditance from the Sua, it moved at the Rate
of One Milllon" Fifty Seven Thoafand Miles in an
Hour, or Three Hundred Miles in the Time we
an pronounce er, fuv, threes bat, By the Time
it has afcended to its greateft Diftance, ¢ will be fo
much retarded, that it will move only Forty-five
Miles in sn Hoar, or-about Twenty two Yards in’
the Time in which before it moved Three Hundred
Miles, At the'Diflance of the Barth from the San
it moved at-the. Rme of “Eighty-two Thoufand oce
Hundred Miles in-an Hour,: which- is"alfd the Ve-
locity of every Coum*@pﬁfd'w'«fcﬁbe'n\
Parabola), u¢ this. Diftanoced® istothié-Comer
that, with moft’ Propriety; we can apply the'fol-
lowing Lines s - Mr b i 0 _
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The Comer expeled in 1758 will in its Peri.
helion get within the Orbit of Venrus ; and it feems
poffible, that, in fome of its future Revolutions, it
may come near enough to the Earth to have con
fiderable Effects u‘zon it.

A very great Writer on thefe Subjels obferves,
that CoMETs give us a Proof that the World can
not have exifted from Eternity : For fo much of
their Subftance is” continually going off by their
Tails, that, had they been refolving from Eternity,
they muft long ago have been entirely exhaufted.
But there is little Occafion to have Recourfe to
CoMEeTs to be convinced of this Trath, It may
be more worth our Notice, that their moving in
fuch d fferent Planes, and Orbits {o excentric, thro®
all Parts of the Heavens, and in all Diretions,
while the Planets move always in one Direion,
and nearly in circular Orbits, and the fame Plane;
demorftrates, that the prefent Contitution of the
World is no: derived from Neceflity, but muft be
afcribed to the voluntary Appointmeat of an intel-
ligent and free Caufe,

What the particular Nature, Ufe, and Defign of
CoMmETs are, and whether they all of them de-
fcribe Curves which return into themfelves, and
thus perform conftant and flated Revo'utions round
the Sun, 1t is far from eafly to determine. 1am
almoft difpofed to look upon them as containing
rather the Radiments and Materials of future ha.
bitable Worlds, than as already a&ually fuch, Why
may they not be Bodies that formerly, like our
Earth, moved in Orbits nearly circular, and were
the Receptacles of various Tribes of Creatures;
and may be again reftored and renovated, formed
into a Jifferent State and Order, and maxde the
Seats of a new Succeflion of Inhabitants, being at
prefent in a Kiad of intermediate and chaotic State ?
'Tis certain, this is very agreeable to what we fee
of the Coutfe of Nature, and State of Things;
fince moft material Sabflances, that we are ac
quainted with, pafs through a great many different
States, and exift in a Variety of different Forms ;
and very freqaently thefe Changes regularly follow
and produce one avother; the Dettru&tion of one.
Ferm giving Birth to another throu h numberlefs
Succeffions, with a feeming Sufpenfion of Form
and Workmanthip taking Place for a while between.
Why may not fomething analogous to this prevail
among the greater Bodies of the Univerfe, as well
as the fmaller ?

By all that we can obferve of CoMETs, they
feem to be in a ftrange State of Confufion, and
more fitly to be dencminated Chacs’s than inhabi-
ted Worlds. They bear little Refemblarce in any
Refpe&t to thofe Bodies which, we cannot doubt,
are defigned and firted up for the Reception ard
Refidence of living Beings.

Would it be unreafonable to imagine farther,
that this Earth, and even ‘all its fellow Planets,
may have been origically in this very State of
ComeTs, and may again, in their {everal fucceflive-
Periods, be returned into it, and their Places taken
up by other Bodies, now ComETs ?

We have, furely, no Reafon to fuppofe that any
of the Plancts will, or can, continue always in
. their prefent State and Orbits, or that the Ends'of
their Eeing. difpofed -and conflitated as they now
ate, can be fuch as will never be attained. Theyare
therefore to undergo a Change, and that’ Change,
L for the fame Reafon, to be fucceeded by another,
and fo on. ;

That our- Barth, in particolar, was oncea Co.
MET, and that the Me/aic Account of the Creation
is only an’ Account of it’s Redu&ion frofn- that
Sfate to jts  prefent habitable Form, : foerns very
reafonible to fuppofe. How well'does the De.
feription’ given of its State antecedent to thif we
‘no&r‘bgb'o%,' arfwer to the State” of 8’ ComET
(Gén. 1. 3) And thé Earth dvas u'n'!bhf Form,
\did Vold, dzd Darkusfs wwii og b8 Face of 1he
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of it happen. Perhaps this may be a#m.mnwﬂ-
ing it into its priftine cometic State. Thefe Wordy
of ST. Joun, Rev. xx. where he gives an Account
of the End of the World and the general Judg-
ment, very naturally exprefs this, and canrot, per-
haps, with equal Propriety, be applied ta any
other Notion : And I farw a great ebite.Tbrozs,
and bim that fat upon it, from awhefe Face the Earth
and the Heawen (that is, our mrisl Heaven or At-
mofphere) fled away, and there avas Sfeund ns Place
Sor them. :

The Path of the Newtoxiax ComeT, Inits
Defcent to the Sun, lies dire@ly in the Way of the
Earth, and if, in fome of its futare Returrs, we
fuppofe it to come fo near the Earth, 43 to impinge
upon it, the pefiible Confequence may, according
to the known Laws of Natore, prove the turning
the ComeT itfelf out of its prefent cometary State
and Motion, into thofe of a Plaset; and by im-
pelling the Earth toward the Sun, the fetting it
on Fire, and changing its Motion into that of a
CoMeET,

What [ have faid may poffibly be rendered fome-
what more credible, by addirg, that the great Bo-
dies of the Univerfe, while 1n this intermediata
State of Diffolution and Ruin, may an{wer many
very important Purpofes : Such as, by paffing near
the feveral Plinets, caufing, in different Circam-
ftances, Conflagrations in fome, Deluges in others,
or any other Changes ard Effe@s, that may be fit,
and which the Ends of Providence may requirés
efpecially, it may be prefumed that much of tke
Matter of their Tails (which it is nct certatn thas
they retain long after quitting the Planetary Regi-
ors) being receliarily left bebind, will be n.(n&ed
to the Planets, ard mixing with their Floids and
Atmofpheres; may be the appointed Means of re-
cruiting them when wafled and impaired, of fup<

lying them with the neceflary vivifying Spirit, or
in fome other Way, mconceivable to us, of irflus
encing their Nature and Qualities, and producin
Alteratioos in them that may be of the greate
Confequence.

But, after all, I do not chufe to fay, that even
to the feeming diforderly State of ComeTs, and
the inconceivable Extremities of Heat and Cold
-through which they pafs, fome Kind of Inhabitants
may not be sdapted. Some of thofe tremendous
Bodies, perhaps, may be Stages of Panithmesnt to
vicious Beings. Some of them, | fay; for 1 would
hope that there are not many fuch dreadful Scenes
of Mifery neceflary under the Divine Gorernment.
I would hope, that in the Variety of the Univerfe
there are not many fuch fallen, degenerate Orders
of Beings, as we, who inbabit this Globe. Shall
I add, (what is indeed foreign to my prefent Pur-
pofe) that fuppofing the Cafe of our Species to be
in this Refpe& fingularly uohappy, it may likewifd
be inferred, that fingular Metbods of Treatment,
and extraerdinary fnterpoﬁlions‘, may bave beea
the more proper. But I only drop this Query it
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LEGHORN, Nevember 25 i
~ H E Mafter of a Veffel jut arrived from the
Coaft of Africa, rts, that Capt. Prepaa,
a Frenchman, who was taken about the End of laft
Moath by an-Algerine Xebeque and carried to
Algicrs; has begn very basbaroufly ufed by tha
Commander of that Xebeque. The rapacious Py-
rate having found only 1000 Piafters in 2 Cheit,
made ufe of the moft violent Methods to oblige
Capt. Prepau to difcover the reft of his Trealure,
which had-been congealed in the Hold of tbe Ship,
and confited of 7000 Piaftres. -“The unhappy
Frenchman beicg arrived at Algiers, and broug
before the Dcy, was featenced to be hangeéd,“on
_Pretence, trae or falfe, that he’ bad refofed 1o exl
hibit his Pafiport to the Corfair :. However, at th
InRances of a Tutk, the Sentence was changed’
1700 Blows on the Soles of his Feet, 2co of
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