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Tke Conclufien of Majer WAsninGTOR'S Fournal,

begun in our laff. ’

Wednefday, December 12th, 1753.

PREPAR'D cearly to wait upon the

Commander, and was received and conduéted

to him by the fecond Officer in Command ;

I acquainted him with my Bufinefs, and

offer'd my Commiffion and Letter, both

of which he defired me to keep 'til the Arrival of

Monfiear Riparti, Captain at the next Fort, who
was fent for and expected every Hour,

This Commander is a Knight of the military
O:der of St. Leais, and named Legardeur de St.
He is an_ elderly Gentleman, and has
much the Air of a Soldier ; he was fent over to
take the Commard, immediately upon the Death of
the late Genera!, and arrived be:e about feven
Days befcre me.

At 2 0’Cleck the Gertieman that was fent fer
arrived, when I offer’d the Letter, &Fc. agair ;
which they receiv'd, ard adjourn’d into @ private
Apartment for the Captaio to trarflate, who under-
ffood a little Engli/k ; afer he had done it, the
Commander defirea [ wou'd walk in, and bring
xdny [nterpreter to perufe and “correét it, which I

ic.

13th, The chief Officers retired, to hold a
Courcil of War, which gave me an Opportunity
of taking the D menfions of the Fort, "and making
what Obfervations 1 could. .

It is fituated on the South, or Weft Fork of
French Creek, near the Water, and is almoft fur.
rounded by the Creek, and a fmall Branch of it
which forms 2 Kind of an Ifland ; four Houfes
compofe the Sides; the Baftians are made of Piles
driven into the Ground, and about 12 Feet above,
and fharp at Top, with Port Holes cut for Cannon
and Loop Holes for the fmall Arms to fire tarough ;
there are eight 6 ib. Picces mounted, two in each
Badtion, and one Piecs of four Pouni before the
Gate; in the Bafiions arc a Guard Hou'e, Chapel,
Dodtor’s Lzdging, and the Commancer’s privatc
Stcre, round which are laid Plat-Forms for the
Cannon and Men to ftand on : There are feveral
Barracks without the Fort, for the Soldiers Dwel-
licg, covered, fome with Bark, and fome with
Boirds, ard made chicfl; of Logs: There are
alio feveral other Houfes, fuch as Stables, Smith’s
Shop, &Fec.

I could get no certain Acceunt of the Number
of Men here ; but according to the beft Judyment
1 could form, therc are an Hunirad exclufive of
Oficers,of which there are many. I alfogave Orders
to the People that were with me, to taxe an exat
Account of the Casoesthat were hauled up to con-
vey their Forces down in the Spring, which they
did, and told 5o of Birch Bark, and 170 of Pinc,
befides many others (hat were block’d out, in
Readinefs to make

1446, Asthe Snow increafed very faft, and our
Horfes daily became weaker, I fent them off un
loaded, un/er the Cate of Barnab Cirrin and two
others, to mike all convenient Difpatch to Penango,
11 there wait our Anival if there was a Profpeél
of the Rivers freezing, :
down to Shannapin’s ‘Town, stthe Forks of Obis,
and these ‘10 wait "til’ we came to crcfs Aligany,
intending myfelf ‘to go down_ by Water, as [ had
the Offer of a-Carioe or Two. ° ot e

As I found many Plots concerted to retard the
hdians Bufinefs, and prevent their retarniog with

me; I endeavour'd all that lay in my Power to,

fraftrd e, their Schemes, ‘and, hurry them od ;o cx-
tcute their intended Defign ; they- accordingly
{';ffed. for -Adainance this Evening, - wbich. at

ngth was' granted them,’ privately,” with _the

mmander and one or two other Officers™ “The

Hilf-King told me," that he offer’d the Wampom -

io the Command¢r, who evaded taking it, and

made nisny fair Promifes of Lave and- Friendfhip;
. and tradc amicably |

{ud ke wanted to live in Peace,

& R

if not, then to coutinue

‘Quarter of a Mile over:

with them, as’a-Proof of which he would fehd
fome Goods immediately down to the Leggs Town
for them; but I rather think the Defign of that is,
to bring away all our firagpling Traders they meet
with, as I privately underftood they interced to
carry an Officer, &Fc. with them ; and what rather
confirms this Opinion, I wes enquiring of the
Commander, by what Authority he had made
Prifoners of feveral of our. Englif Subjedts 5 he
told me that the Country belocg'd to them, that
no Englijtman had a Right to trade upon thole
Waters ; and that he had Orders to make gvery
Perfon Prifoner that attempied it on the Okfs, or
the Waters of it. )

I ecquir’d of Capt. Ripar?i about the Boy that
was carried by, as it was done while the Command
devolved on him, between the Death of the late
General, and the Arrival of the prefent; he
acknowlsged, that a Boy had been carried paft,
ard that the Jrdians had two or three whitc Iviens
Scalps, (I was told by fome of the /ndfans at
Verango Eight) but pretended to have forgot the
Name of the Place that the Boy came f:rcm, and
all the Particulars, though he queftica’d him for
fome Hours, as they were carrying him patt: I
likewife enquired what they had cene with febn
Treteer and James Ma:Clecklin, two Pernfylvania
Traders, whom they hz2d taken, with all their
Goods : They told me, that they had been fent o
Canada, but were now returned Home.

This Evening I received an Anfwer to his Ho-
nour the Goverror's Letter from the Commandant.

13t5, The Commandant ordered a plentiful
Store of Liquor, Provifion, &c. to be put oo board
our Canoce, and appeared to be extremely complai-
fant, though he was exerting every Artifice that he
could invent to fet our own [ndiczs 2t Variarce
with us, to prevent their going 'til after our De-
parture : Prefents, Rewards, and every Thirg
that could be fuggelted by him or his Oflicers —
I can’c fay that ever in my Life I fuffer’d fo much
Arxiety as [ did in this Affair; I faw that every
Stratagem that the moft fruitful Brain could invent,
was prad fed, to win the Half King to their In
tercft, and that leaving Itim here was givieg them
the Opportunity they aimed zt, l went to the
Half-King, ard prefs'd him in the frongeft Terms
togo: He told me the Commandant weuld not
difcharge him 'til the Morrirg. I then went to
the Commardant, end defired him to do their
Bufinefs, and comgplain’d of ill Treatment; for
keeping them, as they were Part of my Company,
was detaining me ; which he prcmifed not to do,
but to forward my Journey as much as he could :
He protefted ke did not keep them, but was igno.
rant of the Caufe of their Stay ; though I foon
found it out : He had promifed them a Prefent
of Guns, &c. if they would wait "til the Morning.

As I was very much prefs’d, by the Jndians, to
wait this Day for them, I confented, on a Pro.
mife, That nothing fhould hinder them in the
Morning.

16¢b, The French were not flack in their Joven
tions to lzeep the /ndians this Day alfo; but as they

_were cbligsted, according to Promife, to give the

Prefnt, they then endeavoured to try the Power
of Liquor, which I doubt not would have prevailed

at any other Time than this, but 1 urged and ic.:

fited with the King fo clofely upon his Word,
that he refraioed. and fet cff with us as he had
engaged.

“ We had a tedious and very fatiguirg Pzflage
down the Creek, f{everal Times we-bad like to
have been flaved dgainft Racks, and maoy Times
were obliged all Haads to get out and remain in
the Water Half an Hour or more, geting over the

‘Shoals ; at one Place the Ice had lodged and made

it impaffable by Water ; therefore we were obliged
16 carry our Canoe acrofs 8 Neck of Land, a
We did not reach
Venaxgo, till the 322d, where we met with our
'Hoi fes. : AT Bl e h

This Creck is extremely crooked, I dare fay

! oas in it, and @ Gun, fet out with Mr. Gif,

\ .
the Diftance between the Fort and Vemango an't
be lefs than 130 Miles, to follow the Meanders.

234, When I got Things ready to fet off, [ fent
for the Half King, to kaow whethet ke intended
to 'go with us, or by Water, he told me that
IWbite-TFunder had burt -himfe!f much, and was
fick ard unable to wa'k, therefore he was obliged
to carry him down in a Cande: As [ found he
intended to ftay here a Day or two, and knew
that Monfieur Foncaire would erhploy evety
Schéme to fet him againft the Bagli/s as he had
before dore ; I told him 1 hoped he would guard
againft bis Flattery, and let no fine Speeches in-
fluence him in their Favour : He defired I might
not be concerned, for be knew the French too well,
for any Thing to engage him in their Bebalf; and
though he could not go down with us, he would
endeavour to meet at the Forks with Fofepb Camps
Lell, to dehiver a Speech for me to carry to his
Honour the Governor., He told me he would
order the young Hunter to attend us, and get
Frovifion, &'c. if wanted.

Our Horfes were now fo weak and feeble, and
the Baggage heavy, as we were obliged to provide
all the NeceTaries that the Journey would require 3
that we doubted muca their performing it 5 there-
fcre myfelf and others (except the Dsivers which
werc obliged to ride) gave op our Horfes for
Packs, to sflit along with the Bzggage ; I pue
myfelf in an Irdian Drefs, acd continued with
them three Days, till I found there was no Prea
bability of their getting in, in any reaforable
‘Time; the Horfes grew lefs able to travel every
Day; the Cold increafed very faft, and the Roads
were becoming much worfe by a decp Snow, con-
tinually freezing; and as I was uncaly to get back,
to make Report of my Proceedirgs to his Honour
the Governor, I determined to profecute my Jour-
rey the neareft Way through the ‘Woods, on
Focte:

Accordingly I left Mr, Fan Braam in Charge of
our Bagmage. with Mooey and Direétiors, to pro-
vide Neccflasies from Place to Place for themfelves
and Horles, and to make the moft convenient Dif-
patch in, ;

I tcol: my neceffary Papers, pulled off my
Cleaths, tied myfelf up in a Match Coat, ard with
my Pack at my Back with my Papers and Provifi-

fitted
in the fzme Manner, on Hednef/day the 26th. The
Day following, jult after we had paffed a Place
call.d the Murdering Tenwn, where we intended to
quit the Path, and fteer acrofs the Country for
Skarnagins Towwn, we fell in with a Party of French
Indians, who had lain in Wait for us; one of them
fired at Mr. Giff or me, not 15 Steps, but forta-
nately mifled.
ard kept bim i )
then let him go, and walked all the remaining Part
of the Night without making any Stop, that we
might get the Start fo far, as to be aqut of the
Reach of their Purfuit the next Day, as we were
well sffured they would follow our' Track as foon
as it was light : The pext Day we continued tra--
velling till quite dark, and got to the River about,
2 Miles above Shammapins; we txpeéied to bave
found the River frozen, but it was not, only aboat,
50.Yards from each Shore; the Ice I fuppofe had’
Eroke up above, for it was drivicg jn valt Quah-
tities. i

There was o Way for getting over batona

Raft, which we fet about, with but cne peor -

Hatchet, and got finithed juft after Sun fetting,
afier a whole Day’s Work ; we got it laoiched,’
and on board of it, and fet off; but before wé were'

half Way over, we were jammed in the Icen foch’
a Manner that we ¢

t&ed every Moment our
Raft to fink, acd ourfclves to, periths 1 guf out
my fetting Pole to try to ftop the Rafe, ¢

Ice might pafs by, when the Rapidity of the Stream
threw jt with fo moch Violence againft the Pale,’
that it jirked me out into 10 Feet Water, bur I

foriunatcly faved myfelf by cawchiog hold of one":‘!"
- ; ) i
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We took this Fellow into Cuftody, -
till about g 0'Clock at Night, and -
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