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' TH URSD AY, March 21, 1754

The Storm arifing in the W%/, beingithe prefent
Topic of Converfation, we think that we can-
pot oblige our Readers, at this JunQuré, with a
ry thing more entertaining than Major Wajking
tz2's Joursal to Okjs, who was fent laft-Fall, by
\te Governor of Virginia,'to the Commandant
of the French Forces there. (Major Wafbinglen
istroduces his Journal with an Advertifement,
with which we likewife prefent our Read?rs).
From 2 Copy jult Printed in Williamfurg.

ADVlERTISEMEN_T.

S it wvas thought advifeable by bis Honour the

Governor to bawe the fillewing Accoant of
= Preceedings to and from the French en Ohio,
canitted 1o ﬁriut ; 1think Icas d) nolefs than a-
pelegize, in fore M:a_ﬁ‘r:, Sfer the numberlefi Impers
feZicns of it. : ‘

There intervened but one Day betrween my Arri
«al ix Wiiliamiburg and tbe ‘Time for the Council's
Muting, for me tyfrrpah avd trarfcribe, from the
reagh Misutes I bad taken in my Trawvels, this
Fewrnal: The avriting of avhich only avas fuficiert
12 emplzy me clofely the awbole Time, conmfequently ad
mitted of mo Leifure to confult of a new and preper
Furm to offer it in, or to corred or aménd the Dificn
ef the cld ; meither avas I apprifed, or did in the leaft
cenceive, awken I avrote this for bis Homour's Peru.
f:l, that it cver dvould be publithed, or’tven bave
mire than a curfory Readings 4ill 1 akias infermed,
et the Mecting of the prifint General #ffimbly, that
it wwas atready in the Prefi.

There is notbing can recommend it to the Public,
Rut this, Thife Things avbich came snaer the Netice
of my own Yer<ation,; 1 bave bein ex, licit and
Juf ina Recital'of ;= T hole whick bave ga
thered Sfrem Rzﬁn‘_‘ 'I'bb"ve bien particularly cauticus
st ts amgmrnt, but éallided ﬂ'l Opinigns of 1he fe-
wiral Itelligenzers, and feleded from the ahale, the
#isft probable azd confiftent Account.
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W AS commTlioned and lppom?d by the
Honourable " Rgberg,~ Dinwiddie, Elg; Go
vereor, e Pirginia, Yo vilicand deliver
a Letter lo the' Commindadtof the Fremch
Forcér'zn ‘the, Obio, ‘and!fet out ‘on ‘the ‘in.
texded Journey the fa’ "%'Q;y_ ;. 't¥e next, D'arrived
a Fr‘idtric)ﬁ..'rg‘,' \ﬂr? jnge’d,'Mr.“jH’oﬁ"Vgn
Braam, to be' mny’ Fredch”Ictérpreter; ‘dnd pro
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N;“ﬁtnf_egx; from 'tpg‘r(\%:‘ ﬁéw(?.{d";griwilﬂ[’r’
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As 1 gotdown beforé the Canoe, I fpent {ome
Times io viewing the Rivers, and the Land in the
Fotk, which I think extremely well fituated for a
Fort, as it has the abfolute Command of both Ri-
vers. The Land at the Point is 20 or 25 Feet a-
bove the common Sarface of the Water, and a
confiderable Bottom of flat, well-timbered Land all
around'it, very convenient for Building: The Ri.
vers are each a Quarter of a Mi'g, or more, acrofs,
and run here very near at right Apgles: Aligany
bearing N. E. and Mozengabela S. E. the former
of thefe two is a very rapid and {wift running Wa-
ter, the other deep ana ftill, without any percep
tible Fall.

About two Miles from tbis, on the Sou:b Eaft
Side of the River, at the Piace where the Obi
Company intended to eret a Fort, lives Sbingifi,
King of the Delawwares ; we call’d upon him, to
invite him to Council at the Loggsr Town.

As T had taken a good deal of Notice Yefterday
of the Situation at the Ferks, my Curiofity led me
(o eximine this more particularly, and I think it
greatly iaferior, either for Defence or Advantages ;
efpecially the latter, for a Fort at the Fords would
be equally well Gtuated on Obkis, and have the en.
tire Command of Mexengabela, which runs up to
our Settlemen?s and is extremely well defign'd for
Water Carriage, a9 it is of 3 dzep ftill Natre; be.
fides, a Fort at the Fork might be built at a3 much
lefs Expence, than at the other Place.

Natute has well contrived the lower Plate, for
Water Defence; but the Hill whereon it muft
fland being about 2 Qoarter of-a Mile in Length,
and then- defcending gradually on the Lacd Side,
will render it difficult and very expe: five, making
a fofficient Fottificat’on there.—The whole Flat up-
on the Hill muft be taken in, or the Side next the
Defcent made exiremely high ; or elfe ths Hill cut
‘away :' Otherwife, the Enemy may raife Batteries
within that Diftance without being cxpos’d to a
“fingle Shot frem the Fort. :

Shingifi attended us to ‘the Leggs Town, where
we arrived between Su'n feiting and Dark, the 25:h
Diay"afier 1 left FilliampPBurg : "We travelled over
“{orhe ex:reme gdod, and bad Liand,-to get lo this

Plade. —

As‘fdon‘as'I came irto Town, [ went to Afena
catszcha (as the Half King was-out at his nuntin
Cabb'n on little Beaver Cresk, about 15 Miles off)
and inform'd him by febn Dawifon my Indian la -
terpreter, that I was fe t a Mecflenger o the
French Géneral; and was ordered to call upon the
“SacKems ‘ot the Six Nations, to acquaint them with
it.—1 ‘gave him a String of Wampum, "and “a
Twilt of Tobacco, and defired him'to fend for the
"Half Kirig; ‘which he promifed-to do-by a 'Runaer

1'in the Morning, 4nd for other Sachems.—I invited

‘him ard’the other great Men prefent to my Tent,
wliere they ftay’d about an Hour and return’d.

According to the bett Obfervations I coold
“mike,"Mr. Giff’s rew -Settlement (which we
‘pafi’d’ by) bearsabout WiN. W. 70 Miles from
173, Creek ;' Shanapins,Vor the Foiks N.oby W.
ar N. N. W: avout 50 Miles from that { and from-
-thence to the Leggs Town, the Qourfe: is inearly
IWeft ‘about 18 or 20 Miles; fo-that the whole-
'D'ftadice, 'as we went and computed it,"is' at - fealt
] 'iggbr'_'l.'(o“}\‘liles‘frc’m our back InKabitadts, -

del;ried. frem a Company at the Cufdfeas,  which:
!}1e3 4€ thé M2th of this River ; I Bot the-follow-
’i‘hzy‘ - weresént from

rlrgns with 106 Men, ind!8 Cance Licada

of Prayifion: to'shis Place ; where'they expefled to
|*Hive -inet :the fame Number: of>Men,' ftom ‘the

Do were noy arrired ek ran'off.
S 0 %\f? ithd the>Gftwation 6F 't 1Frincdivion:
! mﬁmm ber, dnd'what Rortglakicy:
4G Bl = They: Joform'g: me, “Fhat:thers. wire:
“'F?n, ‘{QW‘V T WR#' ,dfl)“)("'lﬂg;h'l

Igirron’d - With’ aboliv 4o of 40
o% féw-i{inall -Piecks, it Bach z-Thae st J
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1 REh ik S de Like ‘Eri¢,- to ¢otvoy them:and. the :

Neaw Orleans; which is near the Magth of the
Mififitpi, there are 35 Companies, of 40 Men,
each, with a pretty firong Fort mounting 8 Car-
riage Guns, and at the Black Iflands there are le-
veral Companies, ard a Fort with 6 Guns. The
Black Jflands are about 130 Leagues above the
Mouth of the Obis, which is about 350 above
Neaw Drleans: They slfo acquiinted me, that
there ‘was a {fmafl pallifado’d Fort on the Obis, at
the Mou'h of the Obai/l sbout 6o Leagues from
tbe Mififippi: ‘The Obaifp heads vear the Welt
End of Lake Erie, and affords the Communication
between the' Fremch on Migifippi and thofe on the
Lakes. Thefe Defesters came up from the lower
Sbansat-Town with one Briwn, an Indima Tra:
der, and were going to Pbiladelpbia.

Aboot 3 0'Clock this Evening the Half Kirg
came to ‘I'own; I went up ard iovited him and
Dawifan, privately, to my Tent, and defir’'d him
to relate fome of the Particolars of his Journey to
the Fresch Commandant, and Recepicn there ;
and (o give me an Acccont of the Ways and Dif-
tance. He told me, that the neareft and levelleft
Way was now impaflable, by Reafon of many
large miry Savannas; that we muft be obliged to
go by Feraxge, and fhou'd not get tothe near Fort
under ¢ or 6 Night's Sleep, good Travelling.
Whten he went to the Fort, he (aid he was receiv-
ed in a very (lern Manner by the lste Comman.
der'; Who alk’d him very abruptly, what ke had
come about, and to declare his Bufinefs, which ke
{aid he did in the following Speech.

Fatbers, 1am come ta tell you your own Speeckes
avhat your ews Mouths bave declared.  Fatbers,
You, in former Days, fit a Silver Bafen before s,
| wherein there avas the Leg of a Beawver, and d_fir'd

of all Nations to come and cat of it 5 ta eat in Peace
and Plenty, and mot 1o be churlis to ene anotber
ard that if any fuch Perfon fbould be found to b¢ a
Diflurber, 1 bere lay down by the Edge of 1he Dib
a Rod, awbich yen muft feourge them wwith; axd if I
your Fatber, ,i“u get foolifb, in my old Days, 1 de-
Jire you may ufe it upen me as well as otbers.

Noaw Fatbers, it is you that are the Diffurkers in
this Lard, by caming and building yonr Towns, and
taking it.aacay szhnewn te vs, ard by Force,

Fathers,-We kindled a Fire a long Time ago, at
a Place called Montieal, where ave defired yox to
flay, and nzt tocome and intrudt vpon eur Land. 7
“mow defire you may aifpatch to that Place ; for be it
knonen to you, I'ilb:n, that this is cur Land, and
nol yours. -

Fatbers, 1defire you may bear me in Civilnefs; if
mot, we muf} baxdle that Reod avkich avas laid doawn
Sfor the Ufe of the Obfireperous. If you bad come in
a peaceable Manxer, like our Brothers the Englith,
we- favld not bave been againft your rading awith
us, as they dopnéat to come, Fathers, and baild
great Henfes upon ear Land, and to take it by Ferce,
13 avbat wwe cannat fabmit to. .

Fatbers, Both sou and the Brglith are avbite, e
live in a Cowntry betwweens - therifire the Lazd br-
longs to meitber,cme mor €otber : But the' Great
Bring above allew'd it to be @ Place of Re e
for us; Jo Fathers, 1 defire gon.te wvithdraw, as' I
bawe dine enr Brothers sbe
you at Arms lingth : Ilay this deravs as a Ti n‘all-/'ar

1

Nrbath, to fie awbich awill-bave the greateft R:fa:

(it} axd that Side mve avill fland by, and make ¢qual
\Sbarars: awith x3: .Osr Bretbers the Eoglih, bave
biard this, aud I come mew:to tell it o youy for I
~ar.mat afraid to difcharge you-off thisLand.-
!+ This H#eifzid:was'the Subflance of what he -faid
to the Geseral,  who made this Reply.

Jpoke: bt it is my Time 10 fpeak :noww. , Where
1"709 )‘”’:ﬁ’m that you teok away, awith-the Marks
of bocwns in. it'? FZ’H:.‘WW&I do inet . dmsw,
bk yebave difcbdrged meof the. Land suiths’
\butyix mzed met put yourfelf to the Troabje of (Perak-
108g, fer: ] <vill et bmrryvt 211 am. wot afraid of
-Fﬁ arMafgxites, \for.

1tell you, dows thes

ghith ¢ for 1 avillikecp -

Now-my Ckild, 1.have beasd your Speech, you ..

2il N
ndians arefch_as thefeg L
Riwer 1 will go, ard <vill,
. , bl




